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DEDICATED 

TO 

The So«is mmi Dauihten of TIumm Noble Pleneer 

Fathers and Mothers 

Who, boldly entering the savage^infested 
wildemesst battled so bravely for supremacy; 
and which finally obtainingt made possible all 
the glorious blessings that have followed. 
Dangers and hardships they endured, the in* 
estimable heritage bequeathed, we now enjoy. 
All honor to the pioneers of Texas, than whom 
there were none more courageous and in- 

THE AUTHOR. 
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FOREWORD 



The present voloime 10 the progresBedl efforts of the au- 
thor 's long chensfaied design to prepare a popular and* reli- 
able narrative of border warfare and Teccae frontier history, 
no satisfaetory account in connected form having* ever be- 
fore appeared; indeed it is the first serious attempt inr that 
direction, and the author's purpose will have beeu accom- 
plisbed if it shofoldl prove of value and be handled down to 
posterity with increasing rniterest to each generation^ which 
is but natural as we recede further and further from that 
dark era of fearful strife so long waged between the red 
men and their white cooiquerois. 

Let the reader remember that this work has been put 
forth and executed through great labor and) painstaking re- 
search for data, and a judicious sifting of the wheat from 
the chaff, that the story might eopf orm to truth, and/ thus 
poasesa a positive value, a mine of historical wealth which 
will prove the most wholesome of mental pabulum ; though 
the story be told with lack of faodleness; with more regard 
for esactnesB of statement than ornateDiess of style or 
grandiloquence. 

The complete story in all its thrilling details will never 
be told, from the lack of reliable data and) because of the 
vastness of such an undertaking — ^as so fittingly expressed 
by the versatile J. H. Beadle, as he crossed Red' River into 
Texas on his tour of the ''Western Wilds": 

''Here we enter ther laind of border romance. Hence to 
the Rio Orande southwest, and to the Rocky Ridge west asid 
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noTthweerty €fv^ry grove, oanyoii and valley lias been/ tbe 
aeene of some romaDftic and' daring iDcidemt; bat should I at- 
tempt to repeat all that are told here, th<e< worhl itself, to 
borrow a aimile from Scripture, would) not contain the books 
that should be wriften." 

Very properly the narrative opens with thei arri\ral of 
the first American settlers within the game preserves of the 
native and ferocious Caranchua tribe — the present volume 
chronicli'ng the bitter strife down through thie colonial and 
revolutionary periods, and dosing with the last days of the 
Texas Republic; a second volume covering the era of state- 
hood and ending with the last conflict between red and 
white men oin» Texas soil, in comparatively recent years. 

Along this line our State's history has beefn sadly defi- 
cient, and tradition only has preserved much of deep inter- 
est for the pen of the faithful historian. The present work, 
however, does not aspire to the dignity of a State's history, 
but rather as an urn on which are gathered the fragments, 
sifted, and shorn of fiction; and wliieh may serve the con- 
scientious and capable historian to weave a more complete 
chronicle of a matchless and incomparable history. 

For more than a third of a century the writer has util- 
ized* his spare moments in the ,gatherinig oif materials for 
this work; narratives of Indian hostilities to the early set- 
tlers andl subsequeDatly against the frontier settlers; verify- 
ing repoitts of engagemecnts by interviews with many of the 
actors ajnid eye witnesses oif the actions and events related, 
a^d by untiring and voluminous correspo(Ddence with oth- 
ers aaid with those besjt informed on thei early hdstory of 
settlements and affairs of the frontier ; of coarse carefally 
consnilting all published hiistories, and especially files of 
our early newspapers — the most profitable source oif all — 
no eff ants having been spared in any dir^tion to attain a 
completeness of facts, and' henee I may confidently say that 
no either history has been written that has been so carefully 
collated from original sources of information upon the 
subject toi which it relates, and I mighft, pe;rhai>s, also say 
that n-qne will ever be. The early selttlers are not only 
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paasing away, but have x>a8se<i. The recoil >ctica3«'9 of the 
few who remain can add but little, edtther of ii'irrative or 
correction, to the defective record as a whole, of Indian 
hoBtiUties. 

Histoidans have oftesi regretted that .the reader cam be 
but impenjBeetly iautrodiioed Ito the private and domes te life 
of the people. lUie dignity of couiQ»eils, the parade of camp^i 
and) armies, preveso^t the hisburiua from attempting the 
''short and simple anaials of the poor." The history of In- 
dian hostilities, in some measure incidentally supplleis this 
defect, atff owiing a glimpse of the people as Ithey were, viv- 
id and faithful as a photograph. 

I can day that the impartial truth of history has been 
strictly adhered ibo in the paiges now before the reader. 

Of whatever value dP importanice this history may be to 
present or future times, the events wihich it (relaites apre, and 
always will be, the beginning of Texas history. The Indians 
will always appear in the opening obapters, andl ttheir wild, 
unicouth figures will be defined on the horizaon to which at- 
tentiicn will be first directed, while their opposeTs andi final 
conquerors, the equally eouraigeous and daiunitleas pioneers 
and border troopers will stride boldly Jorth in the great pa- 
geant and mingle freely in every page of the fiery and 
bloodniteeking border history. 

The aoentes here recounted, the deeds of prowess, acHs/ of 
henoism, tales of odveniture, cruel sufferings and! harrowing 
events portrayed, will never again be enacted; there tare no 
more frontier to be defended, the day andi nsefulnesis of the 
pioneer is past; .the Indian, as a foe, is forever gone; there 
will never be more border Wiars. 

JAMES T. DeSHIELDS. 

San Marcos, Tesas, October, 1912. 



Editor's Note 



In presentiDcr thia volame of Texas Bonier History 
to the publicy the editor does 00 with positive f aitli and? oou- 
fidenee in thie author's ability^ eouiage aioid strict adiber- 
emce to the tmth. As a Texas historians him works are ac- 
cepted as saitharity by tihe best ednieators of the land ; while 
his unflixiichioK' reigard for aitthenticated feuctSy in tihe facie of 
popular bcbt fictitious traditions, is uxkquestioned. His selec- 
tiosXy over Ukany competitors, by the Alamo Heroes' Monu- 
mezLt Afisociatioin, to write the '^ Story of! the Siege of the 
Ala&no ' \ shows the amdouibted merit of his writings on nota- 
ble Texas evientSi eoid gives added weigiht to this work. 

'Whi}/& the labor oB thei editor has been stupendous amd 
Icmg oomtinnedy be feels that the (nesolts attained more than 
compensBtes the arduous toil. 

He sends forth this volume with much confidence that it 
will (fiill a long felt want in Texas histoiy. 

MATT BRADLEY, Tio^a, Texas. 

Novemiber, 1912. 
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The Mission 

the 
who 

i«d the ootiiitry fftwn 
_ -„^-_ -^ Bat no syatem- 

:^drR»^Dt of the Indian troa- 
;^L^i»a^ period has ever been 
^4i^^(^Efi^ and indeed the ma- 
|:|fE^^!^It^:8neh> a narratrve are 
^0£tni^fl^Birc}ved out and trans- 
^d^»;^*^ the docnments and 
:S^^j^:it' that time. Enoagh, 
■^^^^S^^ri'i^''^^ known to war- 
:^^'^^: assertion that the 
■ft>'^^^*S'^''Sj^B f^d Comanches 
^ ^5?Mci^iion8 were the dread 
'r^fil^c*S^der both Spanish and 

of the country, to 

1^ priority of wccupa- 

__^irH)e8 held all intmd- 

l&^55"acy. The following 



16 BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 

statement by Mstariafli Eeimedj v/SJl serve to illnatrate tbe 
eonditionfi in that dection durmg the tkne referred to: 

''In the destruction of the MiaBions, the Comancbes 
"vviere tbe principal agents. Encouraged by the passive sdb- 
nmsion of the Mexicans of mixed blood, they carried tbeir 
iosdenee so far as to ride into Bexar, and' alight in the 
pnblic square, leaving their 'horses to be caught and 
pastured by the obsequious soldieis of the garrison, on pain 
of chastisement. To raise a contribution, they would en- 
ter the town with a drove of Mexican horses, stolen by 
themselves, and under pretense of havioig rescued the cabal- 
lado from hostile Indians, would exact a reward for their 
boneerty ! They openly carried off herds of cattle and horses 
from the settlements east of the Rio Grande, sparing the 
lives of the herdsmen, not from motives of humanity, but 
because they deemed it imfpolitic to kill those who were so 
useful in raising horsesi and; mules for the benefit of the 
Oomanches." 

Thus we see the lordly Conkanches were more than a 
match for the Spaniards and Mexicans, and after more than 
a century of untiring effort to conciliate and christiaiDize 
these Indiaois, and to people the territory of Texas, Mexi- 
oo * was willing to give up in despair. But a new era 
dawned in the history of Texas, henoeforward the red men 
must deal with a more formidable introder — ^that inviitcible 
vanguard of western civilization — the American pioneer; 



If **Th« laadinff object of th« Mezicsn Gowmmant In wSOawirm the eolonlaation of T«xu,*' 
nart Newell, "was undoabtodly the moteetfan of her frontien £roB the hoetlle InTesfcm of 
the Indiana. The Comanchea and other tribea had waved a conatant and mfaMaa warfare 
asainat the Spanlah lettlementa at Bexar and GoUad, on the we ate in Ilmtta of Texaa and 
eoctended their ravaffea also beyond the Rio Grande^ Mesleo^ even under the sovem- 
nent of old Simfn. had bean unable to aabdne or raatrain them, and ahe woold haTO had 
to abandon Texas altogether. If not other parta of her te iilUnj, had ahe not found a pao> 
pie, willing, for the sake of a email portion of her aoO, to go In and anbdue them.*' (HIsto- 
ty of the Toxaa revolution, pa«ea 14.1S)-'*And sret," adds Toaknm, **the eoloatota hare ba«i 
chaived with Insratitade. WherdnT They were Inrlted to a deaert. lliey eamew and found 
It Inhabited by Indiana and thoee of audi audacity, that erea In San Antonlob where the 
Mfladeanamoetly lived, they oompelled the eltlaena and aoldlera In the plaee to hold their 
horaea while they paraded about the town; theae aavavea the eoionlati had to subdue at 
their own expenae and on their own aeeoont. Mexleo save them nothlnv^ the lands only 
werevaluahle because they nmde them so. They weru delsmlned to hasp It fres^ not only 
ftiom Indian cruelty, but Mexican tyiMiny." (Texas. VoL 1. F«« llfr-atfJ 
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FXB8T FIOHT. 

« 

Tbe first coaflict between Anglo- Americana and Texas 
Indians occurred on Galveston Iskmd late in the £a}l of 1819, 
antedating more iRmn a y>ear the arrival of Moses Austin at 
San Axvtonio de Bexar, seeking permission to establish b 
coloDy in the pmovinoe of TexaA. 

At that time the patriotic but unfortunate General 
Jam^es Long, venturing a second expedition into Texas, was 
fortified with fifty-odd of his f oUofwers at Boiivtar Point, 
opposite the east end of Oalveston Island. A French sloop; 
freighted with Mexican supplies, wines, etc., and abound for 
Cassano, stranded near the present city of Oalveston. The 
Caranohua Indians, to the numfber of 200 warriors, were en* 
camped in the immediate vicinity, and at once attacked and 
butchered all on board the luckless craft, destroying the 
cargo, end indulging in a drunken oaronsal end war damce. 

Long deteB:<m4ned to avenge thijs outrage, and after night- 
fell, with thirty mon, oroesed over in small boats to th« is- 
land; and while the orgies were at their height, made a vig- 
orous attack upon the unsuspecting and jubilant savages. 
Quickly rallying from their surprise and confusion, the 
Indians secured their weapons^ and) yelling furiously, met 
their assailants with determined courage. Superior in num- 
ber, they were a full match for th'e whites! A desperate 
hand to hand fight of doubtful issue, now ensued; but 
Long effected a timely retreat to his boats, leaving thirty 
two Indians killed, and many wounds ; three of his own 
men were killed and two (Oeorge Early and another) bad- 
ly, besidee several slightly, wounded. Two Indian boys were 
taken prisoners and retained by the whites, one being ac- 
cidentaily killed some time afterwards. 

^Piior to this en gag wiwnt. In 1818, while GalywtoB Island was oeeapiad fajr Jaaa La- 
Ffttc, tha ealaixmtfld plrata chlaf , «»» of hit men kidnapped a roiinff Caranehna tqaaw 
Throat rarcncctha Indlani eroMed orar to the bland and diacoverinc a party of the piratea 
«it hunting, amtmahed and killed four of them; whareupon LaFitte, with SOO men and two 
amall pleoea of artillery attacked some 8C0 of the tribe then encamped at a place tlnce locally 
known aa the*'Three Trees," and after a desperate flsht, in which some thirty warriors were 
alata and a moch larger number wounded, forced them to diaperse to the mainland. None 
of LaFltte's man were UUed, but a number were badly wounded with arrows. 
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In 1821, «ft€r LaFitte wv.s forced to abandon his ** lit- 
tle kingdom" by th<e United States naval authorities, a Dr, 
Parnell, with a party of about twenty men, visited the is- 
land to searchi for supposed buried treasures. Encountering 
about 100 Caranchuas at their favorite camp, the ** Three 
Trees," the Americaaws again attacked and defeated the In- 
dJans, who left the island, forever, it is said, carrying off sev- 
eral dead and wounded, and leaving on^ of their chiMren 
prisoner. The only casualty to the whites was the slight 
wounding of Dr. Parnell — an arrow pinming his cap to the 
skin of his head, whi<jh he failed to notice till after the 
fight. 

'*It was these attacks," sui^'gests historian Yo"akura, *Hhat 
made th« Caranchuas so hostile to Au-stiiD s colonists in af- 
ter years." 



AUSTIN'S INFANT COLONY. 

A new era had dawned in the history of Texas. The 
fair land] was not destined to remain an' unsettled and sav- 
age infested land — civilization was rapidly advancing to 
the Southwest, the American pioneer was coming as the 
courier amd. advance guard. Austin and his first colo- 
nists had boldly entered the wilderness, and were determin-ed 
to maintain a foothold, though they did so under difficulties, 
and suffering great privations. The first settlers arrived on 
the Brazos River during the last days of December, 1821, 
find the dawn of New Year's day, 1622, marks the date of 
the first permaoient Anglo-American setitliement in Texas. 

Austin's colony soon attracted the attention of home- 
seekers throughout the whole Southwest, and other settlers 
continued to arrive overland and by water. In June, 1822, 
the scfhooner, **Only Son," with upward of ninety emi- 
grants (among them Horatio Chrisman, who became the 
noted snrveyor amd Indian fighter of Austin's Colony) and 
supplies for the new colony, anchored in ^latagorda Bay. 
A few daya later another vessel, from New Orleans, enter- 
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#^d the mouth of the Colorado. Among the passengers aboard 
the vessel, from New Orleans, was Samuel M. Williams, af- 
terwards the famous secretary o^^ Austin's Colony. The pas- 
seoigers from both vessels were landed on the west bank of 
the Colorado, at a point three miles above its mouth, where 
they went into camp and erected temporary storage for 
their goods. Before leaving for the interior, a treaty of 
friemd'ship was formed with the Indians, and four young 
men were left to guard their property, while six of their 
number, including Helm and Clare, were dispatched to La 
Bahia for means of transportation. On returning with 
Mexican carts, they found the carcp had been attacked, 
guardis murdered, and the supplies all destroyed or carried 
away by the faithless 'and fiendish savages. This was a most 
serious loss to tlie emigran^ts, and caused them much suffer- 
ing for lack of provisions, and other necessities. 

The sad news reaching the settlememt, a party of colo- 
nists were soon collected, armed, and in pursuit. Locating 
the o.amp of the enemy, the settlers znade a surprise attack, re- 
covering a remnant of their supplies, and routin.g the In- 
dians with some loss. 

Thus hostilities commenced, and, with brief intervals, 
was carried on for years, resulting in the loss of many valua- 
ble lives and the final extermination of this once jwwerful 
and formidable coast tribe. With savage stealth, the Indians 
often lay in ambush till the men would leave their cabins, 
when, without wanning, they would rush upon the unpro- 
tected and helpless women and children, who pleaded for 
mercy in vain. On one occassion, only one child out of 
a large family, was found) alive, but it was mortally wound- 
ed by an ugly arrow. • The whites may not have beemi so 
wantonly cruel and bloodthirsty; they were equally stub- 
born and determined. The conflict was inevita^ble, irresis- 
tible — one of expulsion and extermination. Scores of trage- 
dies were enacted between the emigrants in Austin's Colony 
«nd the Aborigines during the first years of its feeble exist- 



»Mn. Helm's "Scrmp of Early Texas History." Pave Se. 
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«nce— lh« partieulars of which, alas! were never recordai. 
Such reliable notes *as we have been able to gather^ mostly 
from the ''Euykendall Remimiscenees," will be given in the 
order of their occurrence. 



SKULL OBEEK ENOOUNTEBS. 

Duiirg the spriog of 1823 a severe drouth prevailed, 
and but a scant crop of com was made that season in the 
colony. In the summer three young men were ascending 
the Colorado River with a canoe load of corn, which they 
had raised on the cane land's below the settlements.* Near 
the month of Skull Creek, a few- miles from the presesLt 
town of Columbus, in Colorado county, they were waylaid 
and' fired upon by the Indians, Loy and Alley being killed. 
John C. Clark, however, with seven severe wounds, swam 
to the opposite shore, and, by socreting' himself in a dense 
thicket, escax>ed, and recovered — to live many years and ac- 
cumulate immense wealth. He died in 1861. 

Later, the same day, and near the same place, Robert 
Brotherton, a young man re'^.ently from St. Louis county, 
Missouri, unexpectedly rode among the same party of In- 
dians, thinking they were friendly Tonkawas. Losing his 
gun in the struggle to free himself, he put spurs to his 
horse and escaped with a painful arrow wound in the back. 

Reaching the settlement, Brotherton gave the alarm. 
**When this news was received," says Kuykendall, "about 
a dozen of the settlers led by my uncle, Robert Kuykendall, 
went in pursuit of the Indians. The Tonkawas were at 
that time camped oiear his house, and the settlers thought it 
prudent to take their chief (Carita) with them to insure 
the good behavior of his people during the absence of the 
party, whose families would be unprotected until their re- 
turn. 

Upon arriving near the mouth of Skull Creek, the i>ar- 

i^The manner in whkh the land wm preiMred wat simple. The eane waa burned off 
and holes made In the sroand with handapikee, where the com was planted. The land beins 
▼ery rich, a good yield was obtained In this manner. "Dewees Letter from Texas." Pace S9. 
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ty halted in order to spy out the Indiaiis, and some time af- 
ter dark, they heard them in a thicket ponnding briar 
root. Locating the enemy, the %ettlers dismounted, secur- 
ed their horses, and awaited the coming day." By the morn- 
ing twilight they were enabled to find a small path which 
led into the thicket and to the camp of the Indians, "and as 
silently as possible," says one of the party," we crawled in- 
to a thicket about ten steps behioid the camp. Placing our- 
selves about four or five steps <apart, m a sort of semi-circle, 
and completely cutting off their retreat from the swamps." 
Aa the first Indian arose, the signal for action was 
givien. The surprise wsa complete. The settlexs rushed 
on the camp and delivered a deadly fire. Nine or 
ten warriors were killed on the spot; ten more were slain 
in their wild attempt to retreat; two escaped badly wound- 
ed. The encampment was destroyed, and the settlers re- 
timed home without further incident. This was a severe 
blow to the Caranchuas, and it caused them to leave the 
settlement for a time and to use more stealth and precau- 
tion in their depredations. 

Durirg the fall and winter of 1823-24 Austin's colony 
was in a very feeble condition. The empresario Austin, re- 
counting the trials and privations of his colonists at this 
early period, says, "They were totally destitute of bread 
and salt ; coffee, sugar, etc., were remembered and hoped for 
at some future day. There was no other dependence for 
subsistence but the wild game, such as buffalo, bear, deer, 
turkeys and wild horses, (mustangs;). The Indians rendered 
it quite dangerous ranging the country for buffalo; bear 
were very poor and scarce, owing to failure in mast, and 
poor venison, it is well known, Ls the least nutriticvs of all 
the meat kind. The mustang horses, however, were fat 
and very abundant, and it is estimated that at least one 
hundred of these were eaten the two first years. 

"The Caranehua Indians were very hostile on the 
coast; the Wacos and Tehuacanies were equally so in the 
interior, and committed constant depredations. Parties of 
Tonkawas, Lipans, Beedies and others were intermingled 
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with the settkrs; they were beggarly and insolent, and were 
only restrained the first two years by presents, forbearance 
and policy ; there was not force enough to awe them. One 
imprud-ent step with these Indians would hav« d-estroyed 
the eettlement, and th^ sevttl-errs d'^scrve as much for their 
forbearance durinig the years 1822 amd 1823, as for their for- 
titude." 

** In 1824, the strength of the settlement justified a change 
of policy, and a party of Tonkawps were tried and whipped 
in the presence of their chiefs for horse stealing." 

Thus the empresario Austin himself 'has given us a 
brief, but vivid picture of what must have been the difficul- 
ties, privations and daoigers which had to be borne and 
overcome during the first years of hia colony. Austin him- 
self was absent from bis colon v for several months, being 
very unexpectedly called to the city of Mexico, to secure 
ratification of his colonization contract by the new, revolu- 
tionary formed, government of Iturbide. The Indians were 
more or less troublesome and threatening; provisions were 
scarce, ^' store bought," clothing was an almost unknown 
luxury, and many privations, as well as real sufferings, were 
experienced. To give the reader a better knowledge of the 
deplorable cooiditions and gloomy prospects existing in the 
infant colony at that period, we extract briefly from letters 
and narratives of &k>me of the early settlers :- 

Colorado River, Coahuila, and Texas. 

December 1, 1823. 

Dear Friend: Since I last wrote, our sufferings have 
been very great for want of provisions. On account of dry 
weather our crops were very poor, and are now entirely 
spent. The game bas left this section of the country, and 
we are now very much piressed for food. There have been 
a great many new settlers come on this fall, and those who 
have iM>t been accustomed to hunting in the woods foor sup- 
port, are obliged to suffer. Were it not for & few boys who 
have no families, their wives and children would suffer 
much more than they now do; in fact, I fear some of them 
wonald starve. Tho«e of us who hvive no families of our own 



BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 23 

resid-e with some of the f amili-es of the settlement. We re- 
main here, notwithstanding the scarcity of provisions, tx> as- 
sist in protecting th-e settlement. We are obliged to go 
out in the morning , a party of us, to hunt food, l-eaving a 
part of /the men at Jiome to guard the settl'ement from In- 
dians, who are very hostile to us. Indesed, we dare not go 
out and hunt except in companies, as we are obliged to 
keep on a lookout, lest the savages fall upon us; and one 
cannot hunt aind! watch too. Game is now so scarce that we 
often hunt all day for a dee^ cr a turkey, and reitum at 
night empty handed. It would mabe your heart sick to 
see lihe pooir little half naked choldren, who have nothing to 
eat durimg the day, watcli for the return of the hunters at 
night. As soon as they catch the first glimpse of us they ea- 
gerly run to meet us, and learn if we have been sueeessful in 
our hunt. If the hunters return with a deer or turkey, the 
children ace almost wild with delight; while on the other 
band, they suddenly stop in their course, their counte- 
nances fall, the deep, bitter te«urs well up in their eyes 
and roll down their pale cheeks. 

Tis truly heart-rending to eee us return home after 
a haixl days bunt without anv game, knowing, aci we do, 
that the women and children are entirely wiUhout food, 
and cfan have nothing until we find it in our hunt. No one 
can know our sufferings, or even imagine our feelings, un- 
less they have been' in similar situations. And to render 
our situation the more dreadful, our sufferisngs the more 
acute, we are often obliged to get the women of Dhe differ- 
ent settlements together, and make a kind of fort to protect 
them from the merciless savages. It is surprising to see 
how bravely the delicate females bettrr up under their suf fer- 
iaigs, without a murmur or complaint. 'Tis only by their 
looks they cihow their feelings. When we seem the least 
discourageftl, they cbeer us with kind words and looks, and 
strive to appear eheerful and happy. They do more when 
we are worried cmt with toil and fatigue — they take our 
guos in their haisdB and afssist us in stainding guard. 

Our prospects for the winter look very gloomy. If the 



it, 
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iDidiAns attack ub, I Bcarcely know what we shadl do; but I 
hope for tbe best, and trust that we «haU be provided for 
in some way. Were it not for the Tonkawa Indians, a 
small tribe who are friendly t j tw and supply us with dress- 
ed deerskins, we should be almost entirely destdtute of cloth- 
ing. Once in a great while we 4tre able to obtain a small 
piece of unbleached domestic, or a bit of calico, at the ex- 
orbitant price of aeventy-five cents e yaTd> from some one 
paaadng throu^ th^ country ; but this is very seldom. Tbe 
commoai dress of men and children is made of buckskin, and 
even the womien are^ofteoi forced to wear tbe same. 

Your affectionate friend, W. B. Dewees.'' 

Captain Jesse Bnrnham in his '^Beminiscences,'' after 
tellisg of bis enfeebled condition from sickness, and that 
^'we got out of bread" axid had no food £or two days, 
says: 

''At last I heard one of my children say, 'I am so hun- 
gry. ' I was too feeble to hunt, but I got up and began to 
fix my gim slowly. I didn't feel as Ibougb I could walk, 
but I started on my first hunt. I had not gone far wben 
I saw two deer, a fawn and it4S mother. I shot the fawn 
first, knowing the doe would not run far, then I sbot and 
killed her. '0 ho,' I said, 'two deer in one day, and my 
first 'huntr I took the fawn to camp to my hnngry chil- 
dren and took William, my oldest boy, and a horse after 
tbe doe. My wife had dressed a skin and made William a 
shirt, but it lacked one sleeve, eo she dressed the fawn skin 
that day and made tbe other sleeve." 

"We were still out of bread, aud it haid been nine 
months since we had seen any. A man f romi lower down tfhe 
country came np and told me he had com th«t he had plant- 
ed with a stick— there were no plowv or hoes in Hbe colony^ 
I gave bim a h<M!«se for twenty bushels end went twenty-six 
miles after it with two horses^ and brougbt eight bushels 
back. I walked and led my horse. I jiad prepared a mor- 
tar* before I left bome to 1>eat it in, and a sieve made of 

»Htayif tlMfintMriifftBtito AnitlB't Coksy bai not •f<ift a k«i4 ■IS. ni te » 



BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 25 

deer fikin 8tret<5he<d over & hoop and with holes punched in 
it. yie wonld ha^e to he very Mvingy of course, «Dd were 
allowed only one piece of hread around. 

'^Ahout thia time my oldest daughter's dress wore out 
before we could get any cotton to flpin, and sibe wore a 
dress of dressed huckskm. I (had pants and a hunting 
rtiirt made of deerskin. My wife colored the skin brown 
aikd fringed the hunting shirt, and it was considfered the 
nicest suit in the colony/' 

Horatio CSirMman, the famous surveyor and ^rly In- 
dian fighter of Austin's colony, says: *'A11 tbeee emi- 
grants suffered for want of provisions. We h»d about 
eig^t acres of corai which if not worked immediately, was 
certain to be lost. I could not stop the plow to hunt. I 
took no sustenance save a few stints drinks of buttermilk 
until after I finished plowing over tbe eight acres. My 
plow animal was an old, slow, blind mule." A few weeks 
afterward, Mr. Chrisman learned that James Whitesides — 
w4io8e residence was on the oast side of the Brazos— 'bad 
gone to the United States on business, and that his family, 
consisting of his wife and two little boys, had Mttte or 
nothing to eat but lettuce. Sending out his excellent hunt- 
er, Martin Vamer, he secured a very large *buck, which he 
tairew across his horse and carried to Mrs. Whitesides^ a dib> 
tance of twenty miles. ''Aunt Betsey," says Chrisman, 
''never forgot this favor." 

Tbe lot of these first pjoneecs was indeedi a bard asid 
ragged one, but in common, and tihey were ever ready to 
assist and protect each other at their own discomfort, and 
often at the risk of their lives. 

During the summer Capt. Chrismsdz was without a shirt, 
and wore a buckskiui hunting shirt instead. Toward au- 
tumn he learned that Ool. Jared Groce had some goods. 
He therefore visited tho colonel to replenish his wardrobe. 



tlmt thdr only m«MMi of Buaraf aetotliMr nmX wm by pounding the eom wfth a 
In • BMtar Bad« iB ft kv «r ttoBi^. !%• flnt taw aftd srtot mill pvopclM ly 
«etad OB MiU Crmk, by th« CuibbiIbsi fmOy. It woBt Into •poratim hi th« 
OBtortvo hoffM Billt ted b«B araetod a tbort time bafora.— Kas^lraadall** 
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H« bou'g'ht a f«w yaxds of coarse browm ''Holland," from 
which hie had a Mrs. Byrd to make him two shirts — ^**the 
best I ever wore, as they lasted three years." But we are 
digressing. 



HORSE THIEVES. 

Another sort of annoyance to the struggling colonifirt», 
and one that for a while threaten^ to be more serious: thian 
Indian troubles, was a clan of Mexican audi American rob- 
bers and horse thieves that infested the colony about this 
tini« — some of them erstwhile denizens of the ''Neutral 
Grounds," where they held undisputed sway and found a 
safe retreat. Others, "men Who had fled from justice in 
the United States, and come to the colony with the hope of 
oom;mittii»g their depredations with greater impunity." — 
Toafaum's Texas, Vol. 1, page 228. 

"During the same summer," (1823), says Euykendall 
in his Reminiscences, "A Frenchman and two Mexieans, all 
refiideoits of Louisiana, returning fi^m the Rio Grande with 
a small cavalcade, passed through our neig'hbor'hood and 
crossed the Brazos at the La Bahia road. As they passed 
by the residence of Martux Yamer, (near the present town 
of Independence), ithejy stole his most valuable horse. Our 
Alcalde, Josepli H. Bell, ordered me to raise a few men 
and pursue the thieves. The m^n. who went with me were 
Martin Varner, Samuel Kennedy, James Nelson, Oliver 
Jones and George Robinson. About midnight of the day we 
started, we arrived at ttoe creek much swollen by a recent 
rain. Dark as it was, we swam this stream, and about «n 
hour before day, on the waters of th'e Trinity, we came up- 
on the cam|) ; and at daylight captured the theives, and re- 
covered Varner 's and ten or eleven other horses. The cul- 
prits were tried bjr the local authorties a&d sentenced to 
receive thirty-nine ladies^ which sentence was duly ez!ecut- 
ed; <after which the Fnenchman was released, it appealing 
that he. was only aecesAMry to the theft. '^The principal was 
sow carried before AlcAlda Bell- for farther proceedings; 
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again whipped, and iieleai^ed on the east side of th^ Braaoe, 
with orders to depart the Colony/'* 

Cotonel Austin, as civil and nuilitary commandant, now 
adopted more drastic measures, determined to rid his colony 
of the scourge. An opportunity soon offered to carry out 
his plan. **A still greater outrage" continues Kuyfcendall, 
**was p-erpetrated this summer by another party of Mexi- 
cans from the border of Louisiana. They wetre enroute to 
the Rio Orarade, and fiiading a small party of Mexicans on 
Skull Qreek, with a cavalcade which they were driving east, 
the Looisianans camped with them. The enfiuing night tihey 
fell upon their Rio Grande brethren, and after muirdering 
two or three and dispersing the rest, took poiasessibn of the 
cavallada. Cannsco, the owQier of the horses, though wound- 
ed, escaped to the settlement on the Colorado; w*hereupon 
uncle Robert Euykendall with a few men, started in* puarsuit 
of the theivaes. It was ^on discovered they had separated 
into two parties (having divided the 'horses), one of which 
had crossed the Colorado a shfort distance below the La 
Bahia road, and the other manv miles above it. The latter 
party, after crossing the river, fell into and followed tfie San 
Antonio road and escaped to Louisiana, but the former was 
pursued alKl overtakei;^ on the west bank of the Brazos, at 
the Cooshatte crossing. Two of them were killed and their 
heads stuck on poles at the roadside. The horses were also 
taken and restored to their owner. After this example, 
the 'border ruffians' ceased their depredations within the 
bounds of Austin's Colony." 

However, the Tonkawas, ever professing friendship for 
the whites, could not restrain their propensity for stealing, 
and committed nuimeipoas petty depredations. 

''Toward the latter part of this summer," says Kuyken- 
dall, **a party of Tonkawas stole a horse from my 
father and several from Mr. Wheat. Father, Thomas Boat- 
wright, my brother Barzillai and myself , pursued the thieves. 



i^"At ftnt" msnToaknm, '*th«r were ptimed. the property reclAbned. and the rob- 
ben whipped and tamed looee. but this only seemed to ezaspermte and canse. them to add 
■ l a r der to robbery, in order to prevent deteetioB.** 
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At the infant town of Sasa FUipe, then eontaining but twx» 
or three log cabins, we were joined by Anstio and a few 
oHierBy wbo went with us to Fort Bend, wliere we were join- 
ed bjyi a few more men, making our force tMrtj strong. On 
approaohdng the Tcnkawa camp, Garita, the chief, met the 
party, professing regrets that fiTe of bis young men bad 
stolen tbe horses; that the animals would be restored and 
the thieves punished. Delivering tbe horses, the old bhief 
pointed out the five men wiho bad committed the theft, each 
of whom* was sentenced to receive fifty lashes, and have one 
balf of his bead shaved. The sentence was fully carried 
out on four, one being ^excused for mckness, Chief Carita 
inflicting one half, and Capt. Euykendall the otiher half of 
the lashes. *' 

At this time thene were t\ix> divisions of this tribe; the 
other encampment being on the Colorado under Chief Sandia. 
The combined number of warriors ''did not mucb exceed 
one hundred — 'it oertainly did not rea<!!li one hundred and fif- 
ty. "• 

With the neturn of spring, favorable seasons amd a fair 
yield of crops, came oiew life and renewed hopes for the 
struggling colonists. ''J«{ew com«rs'Vwere locating at dif- 
ferent points, and a nH>re prosperous and peaceful oondition 
prevailed in the Colony. But the settlers were not long left 
undisturbed. The Caranchuas socm renewed bostilities. In 
June of this year, a party of Caranchuas halted near the 
camp of Capt. Robert Kuykendall, on Peach Creek, a few 
miles below Eagle Lake, killing i^ome of his stock .amd shoot- 
ing at his little ten year old son, wbb escaped* and rode for 
asBBstance. Euykefidall, with his wife and smaller children 
secreted tbemselves in a thicket. Oapl. Ingram amd a dosen 
neigbbors soon came to their relief. The settlers followed 
the trail of the retreating Indians, whieh wound for sever- 
al miles through a dense oane brake. When the pursuers 
arrived at the Colorado River, they espied tUe Indians on 
the opposite bank, where they were drying meat. "Spur- 

» KsylMBdaD't lUnl 
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ring their borseB to a fir^IIop, tWey plung*ed into tha river in 
the face of the enemy, ivdio Ba luted them with « swarm of 
arrowe, and fled to th« adoaceot cane brake. In. the camp 
Alezan^r Jackson stooped to pick up a buffalo robe, w{i«ei 
a 'cloth yard' arrow was driven througta this elbow. At 
the miomefnt, a companion, John V. Clark, saw the In- 
dian who had eihot Jackson, in the <?»ne brake, with his bow 
raisped to shoot again. Clark quickly aimed and fired, the 
Indian fallintg dead, the rifle ball cutting his wrist in two, 
and penetrating his breast. The I<ndiains being secure in 
their cane brake Tetreat, tbe settlers deemed it prudent to 
give up further pursuit. ' ' 



THE FAMOUS OANOE FIOHT. 

About this time Capt. White, an old trader who lived 
at La Bahia, and owned a small boat, had an adventure 
with the Caranchuas. Embarking at Port Lavaca his vessel, 
loaded with salt to exchange for corn, he steered up the 
Colorado to what is called ''Old Landing," two miles from 
its mouth, where he landed, leaving his boat in charge of 
two or three Mexicans, and went qp to the setitleimient in 
search of corn. A party of Caranchuas were encamped 
nieatr the landing, and professing friendsibdp for White and 
his Mexican companion, requested him to visit them on bis 
return, as they wisrbed to trade for com. Goinig up Peach 
Creek to the Kincheloe settlement. White found com in ex- 
change for his salt — ^the corn to be delivered to his boat, and 
the salt received there. Meantime the settlers were inform- 
ed of the situation, and a runner sent sixty miles above for 
Capt. Jesse Bumam, who hastily collected a eompany of twen- 
ty-five and marched on the Indians. We quote Bumam 'sown 
accoont: ^' White was to inform the Indians of his return, 
by making a camp fire. He ga\^ the signal just at day- 
light. I left twelve of my men at the boat, for fear the In- 
dians might come from a differervt direction, while I took 
the other half and went down the river, to the Indians' 
landing place. About half an hour by sun, the Indians came 



30 BORDER WARS OF TEXAS, 

rowing up tlie river, very slowly and cautiously, as 
though tbey -expected danger. The river banks were low, 
but with sufficient brush to cooiceal us. Just as they were 
landing, I fired on them, my sigmad shot killing one In- 
dian, and in l-ess than five minutes we had killed eight. The 
other two swam oflf with the canoe, whicih lihey kept between 
them and us, but finally one of them, raising his head to 
guide tftie canoe, received a mortal shot. I returned home 
without the loss of a m/an."* 



DISASTBOUS FIGHT IN THE CANE BRAKE. 

Through favorable reports sent out by Austin, his 
colony continued to increase in population — giving a sem- 
blance of strength that would better enable him to cope with 
the Indians. The land office was opened, surveyors appoint- 
ed, and we are informed, about two hundred and fifty titles 
were issued to the original **30O" settlers during 
thds year.** While the colonists busied themselves se- 
lecting locations, surveying lands, and making improve- 
ments, tidings came that a small parity of emigrants, 
enroute from the moutih of the Brazos, had been at- 
tacked and murdered by the exasperated Caranchuas. Col- 
onel Aufitin, to retaliate, and prevent a repetition of sueh 
outrages, in* Septemiber, commissioned Capt. Randal Jones, 
with a company of twenty three men, to iwroceed down the 
Brazos in canoes, reconrnoiter the ooa£?t as far as Matagorda 
Bay, and, if found, show no mercy to the party that massa- 
cred the emigrants, as well as any o^her hostiles. Landing 
at a favorable position, scouts were sent out to reconnoi- 
ter. We quote from Jones* Journal: ** Convinced that the 
Indians were secretly preparing for ani attack, two of the 
scouts were dispatched up the river for reinforcements. At 
Bailey's stoi>e, on the Brazos, they were joined by eight or 



4* Reminiscences of Capt. Jesse Bumam, in Texas Historical Quarterly— VoL 6. pasea 
17 and 18. 

If W2€! was the exact number of titles issued in 1S24. 
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ten eolonists already collected to watch the iarancaverings 
of about a dozen Indians who had visited that place for am- 
munition. At daybreak the following mominig, an attack 
was mad-e, a few Indians were kill^ed, and their disoomfitted 
companions routed." 

In the meantime, directed by the loud wailing' for their 
fallen comrades at Bailey's, Capt. Jones ascertained that 
some thirty Indians were encamped -otn the west bank of a 
small, sluggi^ tributary of tlie Saai Bernard — since call- 
ed Jones Creek. 

Approaching under cover of night, within sixty yards of 
the eoicampmieint, the company halted, quickly prepared 
for action, and **when it was light enough to see their 
sights" made a furious attack. Alfliough greatly surprised, 
the Indians quickly hid themselves in the reeds and tall 
marsh gra4ss, w<here they fought with great desperatkxn and 
advantage. Exposed to the deadly baUs and arrows of the 
Indians, the whites finally rettreatted, with a loss of three of 
their number, Spencer, Baiky and Singer. The Indians, too, 
suffered severely, their diead being estimated ait fifteen. A 
piio>portio2ia(te number were wounded om either side. 

John Henaiy Brown says, **It was a clear repulse of 
the whites, whose leader, Capt. Jones, was an experienced 
soldier of approved courage. Such a result was lamentable 
at that period in the colony's exisrtence." 

The whites returned home, and the Indians retreated 
wesrtward across the San: Bernard. Grettitly ineensed, and 
somewhat emboldened, the Caranchuas now became more 
hostile and troublesome. • 



AUSTIN LEADS EXPEDITION AGAINST CARANCHUAS. 

As the confines of Austin's colony were extending in 
every direction, many outrages were x>eiTp^trated on the 
more venturesome and exposed settlers. OoL Austin, now 

4-Durinir this year, Capt. Chrisman, while oat ■urvcorinff with amaU partiea of "land 
locatora,'* had ■everal akirmiahea and n omeroui adventorea with ahe Caranchnaa on tha 
San Bernard River and Gulf Prairie. 
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deeming his forces aoff iciently strong, determined to chas- 
tise and expel the thieving and murderous Caranchuas 
fpom his colony. Accordingly, in July, be headed an expedi- 
tion of forty or fifty armed men from Sam Felipe. Cross- 
XDig tbe Colorado (near Eaigte Lake, and proceeding down 
the west side of the river to '^Jennings Camp;'' thence to 
the Lavaca below the mouth of tbe Nabadad; most of the 
route being through the prairie eotmtry. Pknieers were de- 
tailed to open roads through tbe dense thickets and cane 
brakes, bordering streams they crossed. But the Indiaius 
bad warning of this expedition and fled from the colony — 
west, toward the San Antonio River. 

Returning to the capdtal for fresh supplies and rein- 
forcements, Austin determined to pvacsite and deal these 
Indiafns a teUfliog blow wihile they were united in their retreat. 

This second expedition, of some ninety men, thirty of 
whom were negroes, thl^ slavecs of Col. Jared E. Groce, 
mounted, armed and commanded by him, left San Felipe in 
August; passing tUe Colorado at the Atasoocito crossing, 
and foUowing the Atascocito road to tbe Guadalupe River, 
near thie present town of Victoria;* thence marehin^ in 
the direction of La Babia, expecting to strike the Indians 
west of the San Anitonio River, on either Espirita Santo 
or AraD£»s Bays. ''But on the ManabuiUa Creek, a few 
miles eaet of that town," says John Henry Brown, ''he 
waa mict by tbe priest, Alcalde and citizens, who ap* 
peared as mediators for the Indians. Tbe Carancbuas, 
afonetiiae nominally belonging to the Mission of La Bahia 
as converted Indians, now seeing diantger aipproacbing, pro- 
fessed pienitence, and appealed to tbe priest and Alcalde to 
avert their threatened destruction. The result wu» a confer- 
ence and quasi-treaty, in which tbe Indians solemnly pledged 
themselves to never again come east of tbe San Antonio 
or Quadalupe Rivers. Tbe colonists thereupon retuimed 
tome." 



»'At that time there wm not a single habitatioB on the Guadalupe River from tta head 
t» Ha moBth'-KnjrkendaU 
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For a time these IndianB remained quiet, the good 
priest «zerted himself in their behalf, and ihopes weire en- 
tertaiiued that be would succeed in brioginig them under thie 
benignant influence of Christiain civilization. But ''to the 
manner born" the Caranchuas coufld not long restrain their 
murderous and Hhieving propensities; the trea;ty was soon 
buoken, and for more than twenty years they continued to 
commit many petty , and aomeserJoos depredations. ''In fact," 
says Kuykendail, ' ' some of the greatest atrocities ever com- 
mitted by these Indians in Austin's Colon{y, were perpe- 
trated after this treaty was made.* 

In th-e winter of this year, the families of Flowers and 
CavaniBugh were murdered by the Caranchuas. Capt. Buck- 
ner, with a company, pursued the Indians to their camp 
on the bay about three miles east of the present town 
of Matagorda, where at day break be made <a surprise at- 
tack, killing some thirty, and completely routing them. 
Tills was the ^greatest loss these Indians ever sustained in any 
ome fight witOi the colonists. Somotinne durimg the y^ear 
1832, Capt. Johni Ingram led a party of nineteen men in an 
attack on an •encampment of Caranchuas on Live Oak Creek, 
witlnn! tbe present limits of Matagorda County. T<he pairty 
fired on the Indians at the dawn of day, killing four or 
five said dispieraing the remaiinder. 

' ' Near the mouth of tbe Guadalupe, in 1834, ' ' says John 
Benryi Brown, "they wene only detered from attacking the 
party of Major James Eerr, surveying lands for De Leon's 
Colony, by a ruse praicticed upcMU them by him; and during 
that year they were Tvlhipped in a fight near Laguna Verde, 
or Oreen Lake, now in Calhoun County, by a party of Mex- 
icaoi «nd Amierican settlers commanded by the bravie Capt. 
Placido Venibides." "In the year 1834 or 1835," says Kuy- 
kendail, ' ' the Tonkawas, instigated by the Mexicans of Vic- 
toria, treacberoosly assassinated fifteen or twenty of the 
Caraoichuas. Tbe Tonkawas went to the camp of the Ca- 
ranchuas, taking with them a small boy, who seoretly cut 



♦In tlM jmr 18a6w Capt. Aylett C Buekner, defeated a party <rf Caranchoaa below 
KDkftf a Graaaliis. 
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the bow strings of the Caranchuas, when the Tonkawas fell 
upon them and nmrdered all but two or three/' 

lb the Spring of 1836, €he Caranehnas still counted 
twenty-five or thirty warriors. Whefa the army of inTasion 
reached onr frontier, they joined it, andi fought against uB 
at the Mission of Refugio in March, 1836. They had pre- 
viouBly offeoped to fight for the AmericanB, but their offer 
was either rejected or nieglected. 

About 1840 they were eoicamped on tihe Guadalupe Riv- 
er, below Victoria, near the junjction of tbe San Aiotoiiio, and 
on account of eome depredations committed by them, wene 
attacked by the Mexican ^and Amiericain settlers of that vi- 
cinity, and many killed. **Th€y fled to the southwest, along 
the ccast," says Kenney, **and their brief history hasrte^ns 
to its catastrophe." 

In 1843 they were camped about fifty miles southwest of 
Corpua Christi, where they were f ocisid by a Mexican rang- 
ing company under Capt. Rafael Aldrete, who had known 
them from his childhood as can!nibal savages. He at once 
attacked siad almost annihilated them, very few escaping. 
Their last notable, hostile act was the murder of Capt. Joim 
Kempier >at his home Ofn the Guadalupe, Victoria County, in 
November, 1845. Mrs. Kemper, with her two little children, 
and her mother, after the Indians had attempted to burn 
them with the dwelling house, escaped in the stormy night, 
and crept to the house of Alonzo Bass, situated twelve miles 
distant, o-n tbe Calito. 

'*The last that was seen of these Indian" says Kenney; 
''was in 1847, when, a remnant of some eight or ten 
Caranchuas crossed the Rio Grande at its mouth, begging 
their way into Mexico and oblivion.'* "In the year 1855," 
ndds Kuykendall, **the once formidable tribe of Caranchuas 
had dwmdled to six or eight individuals, who were residing 
near San* Peruando, State of Tamaulipas, Mexico." 




CHAPTER n. 




S we have seem, the prmcipal laaid moot fe- 
rocious tribe with which Aiistiii's coloiodBts 
came in contact, on their arsrivlal aoid for the 
first few years, were the Caranchuas. But 
it was not long before the Wacoa, Tehua- 
canies and allied tribes, were depitedating. 

In the Spring of 1824, a party of Wacos 
went dofwn the Brazos as far «as the Kuy- 
kendall settlement, where they stole thir- 
teen head of Valuable horses, and escai>ed 
with their booty, having been puivued somie forty miles to 
the head of Cummangs Cneek where the trail was lost. Fol- 
lowing this successftil raid, the Wacos a^ain vimted the isiet- 
tlements, and stole all the horses of Mr. Johin Oummgoigs. 
''We followed the thieves as far as the Yegua, about fifty 
miles," says Euykesidall, ''where we lost the trail in con- 
sequienoe of the great number of wild horses and buffialo 
which then ranged througih tlat section of country." Many 
other depredations were committed hy tfhesie Indiaius about 
this period, but details are too meager foft* record.* 



41x1 conseQuencc of repeated thefts committed by the Waeos and Tehuacaniet. CoL 
Anstiii, In July, 1324, eent Capt. Aylett C. Bnekner, with Judffe Duke, James Baird, Thomas 
H. Bordsn, Selkirk, Jones and MeCloskey, on a mission to treat with these trihes. They took 
with them aoms goods to barter with the Indians for horses. They crossed the Brasos at 
the San Antonio road and proceeded nptle river on the east side to the Tehuacanie TiUace^ 
croasinir over to the Waco viUace, the site of th« present city of Waco. Tliey were well ra- 
caivcd by the Indians, who had recently retomed from their snmmer buffalo hunt, and wsra 
feasting on buffalo meat, green com and beans. Tliey had also pumpkins and mekms. They 
dwch in comfortable lodges, conical in shape, the frames of which were of cedar poles or 
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In tbe Spring of 1826, Ausdm r^ebolved to make a cam- 
paign agacKist thie Wansos aoid T^huacauies, whose depreda- 
tioDB had (DOW becamie freqiient. ReudezTOusing cm the Bra- 
zos at the crofismg of lAiie San Antonjfo road, about the mid- 
dle of May, a f oroe of about one hundred amd ninety men 
was 0ocai collected and origanized, Ool. Austin ia command, 
wdthi Ayl«e»tt C. Bucfcner, Horatio Chrisman, Bartlett Sims, 
Williaan Hall atnd Ross Alley, captains of oompames. 

The first day6 march brought the expedlition to the Lit- 
tle Brazos, whiere they left all provisions, save rations for 
three days, and 'a forced march was ordered against the In- 
dians. 

On arriving in the vicinity of the Indian encampment, 
aconts were sent to reconnoiter, and foua^d it deserted. 
*' Appearances" says Kuykend&U,** indicated that theTehua- 
canie village had beien- deserted about tviro weeks. The 
Waco village was on the weert side of the river a little far- 
ther up. We could not reaich it, as tfce river was much 
ffwoUen, bmt ascertained that it, too, was uninhabited. Th'C 
Indians w«re doubtless gone cm a buffalo hunt. Their 
patches of com were in silk and tassel. There was an 
Bbundance of beans, of which we picked a mess or two, but 
ivothing waa destroyed." 

Thus di^piyointted and their rations being entirely ex- 
bausted, the expedition returned to their E^apply depot — ^and 
to the Brazos, where it wa« disband-ed. 



EARLY TRIALS OF DeWITT'S COLONISTS. 

Early as 1822, whfile Austin's colony wto yett; in its in- 
faoicy, several American gemtlemen, among themi Green De- 
Witt of Missouri, appeared in the city of Mexico, seeking 

8l«ti, thatched with snss. Th« largest of these lod^ee (their ooancil house) was fifty-nine 
paces in circumf erenoa. Tha Waeoe and Tahoacanies spoke the same Isngnage, and were es- 
aantiaUy tha same people. Judge Duke estimated the two tribes would number between 800 
and 800 warriors. They had a great number of horses and mules— a small plug of tobacco be- 
ing the price of a horsey and a plug and a half that of a mule. They smoked the pipe of 
peace with tlia embassy, and pledged themsehres to peace and amity with the colonists. Tha 
embassy rsmaJned with tha Indians Vetwe e u l^o and th^ea waela, and returned home by tha 
lama louta thay went out."— Kuykandall's Reminiscences. 
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^mpretsmio contractB. Owing <lo the nsuetttled politieal 
eoiiditiaro of Iftie country at that peraod, De Witt'd peti* 
tion to settle four hundred families in the provinee lOf Toz- 
88, was not approved tiU after the promulgation and enact- 
meiit of thie first general coloniza/ticai law of Coahuita and 
Texas, Marcbl 24, 1825. 

AntdcipatZDig the aucoess of his application, which was 
duly gran^tod April 15, 1825, De Witt h<ad pre-arranged witb 
Major James Keir, late of Missouri, but thea df Austin's 
Colony, as agemt aoid surveyctr for tho colony. 

lu August of this year, Major Kefir, (having recently 
bttricdf !his wife and two dhildren on the Brazos), with hia 
n^gjro servant amd six men, viz. Brasnms (**Deaf") Smith, 
Basil Durbin, Gcrrcii Hinds, John - Wightman, James Mu- 
sic and — Strickland, leaving San Felipe de Austin i^eacfa-^ 
eda8pK)t on Kerr's Creek (near the present town of Gonzal- 
es), where they halted, speedily erected cabins and laid off 
a site for the capital of the future colony, wMch was 
named Gonzales, in hctndr of J>oa Rafael Gonzales, the first 
Governor of Coahuila and' Texas. The location was most 
favorable, but thi3 tonvn itseli was of slow growth and for 
a while of uncertain existence, as will be seen. **The sur- 
Y^ey of lands for future colonists, was prosecuted «as rapidly 
as piossible," sayB Brown, *'and a few weeks later, Franois 
Berry and family settled near the cr^^^k. Of this famdly 
were also John and Betsey Oliver, grown children of Mwi. 
BeriT by a formor husbacid. 

About the first of October, DeWitt arrived firom Sal- 
till o, and remained in the colony three or four weeks be- 
fore proceeding an 'his way to Missouri. Durang the year, a 
niunber of prospentansi visnted the country, and after selec- 
ting locations left, to petum Iwtecr. Thus thsse few brave 
settlers at old Gonzales in 1825-6, were truly tpioneers, the ad- 
vance guards of Ameirican civilizatioin on tihat then remote 
and greatly exposed firontner, their n^Tcat neighbors beimg 
DeLecBi and bal^ a doifen MezieaiDs, at the infant settlenvenia 
o| Ousadalupe VictxxriA, sixty miles southwasxl ; amd with oo 
TC<adl9 in any direction, save iSieair own f redily made tMil 
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sixty-fivie miles east to the Ck)lorado. Butt the ^ot of these 
isolated settleiB waa iM>t izvtoleirabtey amd would have speed- 
ily improved birt for an ainexpected calamity. Parties of 
IndiaiiBy profieasing friendship, frequently called, passing to 
and £ro; and demioiistrating no signs of hostility, the colo- 
nists apprehcndled no danger. ''Thxis matters stood, "says 
histardatn Brown, "whieai the first day of July, 1826, arrived. 
There was a eelebration of the fourth of July at Beascci's, 
at ithe Atasoocito crossing of the Colorado, a flew miles be- 
low the present town of Oolumbus. Major Kerr had gooie 
on a buffalo bunt. It was agreed that Basil Durbin, John 
flflid Betsey Oliver, and Jaok the servant boy of Eerr, should 
go on boraebadk lio the Colorado celi^ration. They stax^ted 
ocn Sunday, July* 2, and encamped for the night on Thome's 
Branich, faarteen miles east, having no> appxlehansion of 
daxkger at the tcbne. The little party however, were doiom- 
ed to disappointment, for about midnigiht, while aounrUy 
sleeping oin their blankets, they were suddenly aroused by 
tbe firing of guns and the yeUs of the Indians. Durbin 
was shot in the dboulder by a muskeit ball and badly 
wouBidied, but escaped with his companions into a thicket 
2iear by, the harees and other effects beimg left in the pos- 
sessioii lof tfie enemy. From loss of ibloK>d and intenfife pain, 
Durbin repeatedly^ swooned, but was restored by the efforts 
of his companooos and enablied to walk, by noon om the fol- 
lowing day, back to Major Eenr's cabin, where the parly 
was astonidked to find John Wigjhtman lying dead and 
scalped in the passage way between the rooms, and the 
house robbed of everything, iiiicludangimportaaxt papers and/ 
three compasses, and that an imsuoeessful attempt had been 
made to bum it. They harried to Berry's cabin and found 
it closed, and on the door, written with charcoal, ^'Gone to 
Bnmh>am's on the Colorado.' " 

When Durbin and his companions left on the previous 
day, Strickland, Musick and Major Kerr's negroes (Shade, 
Andae and tfaedr fiour or five children), went to Berry's to 
spend the afternoon, leaving Wightman alone at the cabins. 
Returning later in I3ie day, tfhey found Wightman as de- 
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8cribc<ly yet warm in his <ywn blofd. Hurrying back to 
BeinyABi mtb ihe tidinge, the entire party started for the 
Colorado, 'wibero they safely ariiv-ed, amd were a few days 
later joined by Deaf Smith and Hinds.. Daxibm'e wonndfi 
bad aitready rend*ered him very weak, Ibat his only alter- 
native was to reach the samie place on foot, or perisbi by 
the way. The weather was warm, and there was imminent 
danger of gangrene maikkig its appearance ia his wound, 
to prevent which, it was kept poulticed with mud and oak 
juice. LeaniU'g on Betsey Oliver's arm, he arrived at Bum- 
ham's on the afternoon of the sixth, three days and a half 
after starting from the place." 

Dui4)in's wound soon healed, the musket ball remaining 
in his shoulder till death, and he lived to particix>ate in a 
number of other adventures. Seven years later he received 
aix rifle balls in his person at one time, and, as if he bore 
a ehstrmed life, survived, carrying seven balls in his body 
till his death in 1858. 

: Thus was DeWitt's colony, like Austin's at the mouth of 
the Colorado, christened with blood, and thus for the mo- 
meni ended the first efforts to found a oettlement withfin 
its limstSL 

Following these events. Major Kerr and a few compan- 
ions moved to a point on the west bank of the Lavaca, now 
m Jackson Oonnlty, where bilock-houaeB wiere bnilrt, and a nu- 
cleoB formed for the revival of the enterprise. The place, 
only temporarily occupied for defensive and rallying pur- 
poses, was suibsequenrtly known as the ^'Old Station." Major 
Kerr estaiblished hie permanent home on the east bank of 
the Lavaca, near the station. 

On the 12th. of December, 1826, Major Kerr, under the 
authority invested in him as srurveyor-general, oommlssaoned 
Byrd Lockhart as deputy-surveyor of the eolony — a judicious 
selecAion*-— and the survey of land, despite danger finom hos- 
tile Indians, proceeded with all reasonable dispatch, and emi- 
grants continued to arrive and locate near the station on the 
Lavaca. 

DeWitt, with his family, arrived »t the ''Old Station" 
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in October, 1827, and during the ancceeding winter, with 
hie own and a number of other faanilies, repaired to Oon* 
zales and* its vicinitj, and then, with the opening of the 
year 1828, foegam the peinnanent settlement of the regikm des- 
tined to become the Lexin^on of Texas in the reroiutiooi of 
1835-36.* 

As early as May, 1824, the Mexican Congress had pass- 
ed an act temporarily combining the provinces of Coashuila 
and Texas into a State, with a provieional legislature, (Don 
Rafael Gonzales being elected governor), and in March, 1825, 
as we 'have seeio, the newly foiined government promulgated 
a general State ooloiDazation law. 

The fame and suocess of Austin and his colony, together 
with the more liberal provisions of the new colonization act» 
induced a number of persons to seek empresario privileges. 
Amon^ those who secured granlts aiud fulfilled or attempted 
to carry out, their contracts, were Robert Leftwich, of Naadi- 
ville, Tennessee, (permisBdoai April 15lh, 1825, to settle 900 
families in what was afiterwards known as Robertson's Colo- 
ny) ; Harden Edwards, a Kentuckian, then resident of Louis- 
iai»a, (concession April 18th, 1825, to settle 800 families in the 
Nacogdoches district of east Texas) ; and Don Martin de 
Leooi, a native Mexican, but then and since 1805, residing in 

4-The venerable pioneer. Nosh Smithwick, who Tisitcd DeWitt'i Cokmj in the eum- 
mer of 182B. in • letter to the author from his last home at Santa Anna, California, a few 
moBtha before hie death (Oct. 21, 1899) fffvee the foUowinff pen picture of eokmlat Ufa at that 
period: "The coloniste. (DeWitt'e) consistinff of a doscn families, were living, if such ez- 
latenee eould be ealled Uvinar, huddled together for eecnritar asaJnst the Indiana. The rude 
loff cabins, windowless and floorlets, have been eo often described as the abode of the pio- 
neer, as to require no description here; euffice it to say that save as a partial protection 
asainst rain and sun, they were abeolutely devoid of comf<»rt. * ' * * CoL DeWItt, my host, 
had bread, though some of the families were without: Fkmr was 110.00 a barrsL But fair 
people had money to buy anything more than coffee and tobacco. Money was as scarce as 
bread. Game was plentiful the year round, so there was no need of stanrinff. Men talked 
hopeful of the future; children reveled in the novelty of the present, and the women bora 
their part with heroic endurance. Deprived of friends and former comforts, they had not 
even the solace of constant employment. The spinning wheel and loom had been left behind 
—there was as yet no use for them^there was nothing to spin. There was no house to keep 
in order; the meaner fare was so simple as to require little time for its preparation. There 
was no poultry, no dairy, no garden, no books or papers—and had there been, many of them 
eould not read; no schoi^ no ehorehes— nothing to break the dull mo n otony of their Uvea 
save an occasional attack firom Indiana, the howl of some wild animal, or the stampede ef a 
herd ef boff alo or mostanss. The men at least bad the eaccltsnient of kiUlar SMae aad 
huitte baa treat* ropios maataagSv hnatiag boffale> Bocatinv hmda and watahfaw far Im^ 
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thfe provixu^e of Tectas, (cooioessioxi of October 6tli.y 1825, to 
settle foitj one Mexican familes, sonth of DeWrtiVs colony^ 
and between the LavacB and Guadalupe Rivers). A number 
of other concesaioiis were made about this period to jmitiea 
who failed of success, notably to Ben B» Milam, the famous 
"hero of San Anftonio," to settle 200 fiamiles north of tUe old 
Sam AoHonio iKwd, aind beftwieentheColoi^oaiud Oaudalupe 
Rivers. But brave Mdlam was a soldier, rather than civiliBn,^ 
and sacrifioed his life in a more glorious cause — on the altar 
of liberty, falling in the monrant of victory. Thus the spirit 
of cokcizaition was infused tihrooighout the whole oouthwest 
and a oonsbant tfide of inmiigration was flowing into Texas, 
gdving to tile country some assurance of permanent prosper- 
ity asid staibililtiy. 



EDWARDS' COLONY AND THE FBEDONIAN WAS. 

But in the midst of the general prosperity, a dark cloud 
arose in the east, which for a time, threatened the destruction 
of the province. We refer to the Pnedonian revolt in Ed- 
wards' Colony. Hay den Edwards had wealith and etnterprise,. 
and intended to fill has contract in good faith ; but his loca- 
tion proved exoeedingly unfortunate. For a long time a rov- 
ing and migratory class of motley people, 'had occupied the 
country about Nacogdoches, ** heroes of the Neutral Ground, '' 
men who, committing an offen&e, either in Mexican or Amer- 
ican territory, here sought an asylum. Here, too, an antago- 
naem bad arisen between the Angky-Ameracans and the Mex- 
icans, created, perhaps, by the ill-fated filibustering expedi- 
tions of Nolan, Magee and Long. 

Edwards' contract required l«im not only to respect> but 
to give pref earence to Mexican claimants. As doon as one of 
the new ^nigrants had m!ade a selection and commenced ao 
impnovement, some Mexican would appear and set up aelaink 
for his land. Ibe alK^alde was appensled 'fSo; but he, being 
elected by Mexican votes, invariably decided in favor of his. 
eonstituetitB. At an elecUkm for a mew alcalde, a majority 
t>f the votee east were lor ChapUn, a son-in-law of Edwards;; 
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but Norm, who alrtihiougb aai Amerdcaoi, was in the intereBt of 
tbe MexioanOy was oouoiited in, aoid hj order of the political 
cihi^f, invested with the office. 'IQiua eupported by the mdli- 
tary, tbe tyranny of the alcalde soon became intolera^ble. 
Foote, tbe historian, and an intimate friend of Edwards, 
gifves the following picture of that turbulent .x>eriod: 

''Nacogdocbes norw became a scene of wild uproar and 
oonf usion ; aote of lawless and cruel violeuK^e marked the his- 
tory of levjery day, and indlaed of every hour ; bands of Reg- 
ulators, las they wer^ called, pervaded tbe whole country, 
und€r the ostensiblie sanction of the alcalde, and ready to 
eZiCcufbeany mandate to which he migbt give utterance. Pri- 
vaite families were often driven from tbeir hajbitations, to 
nuake way for tSie piratical minions of tbe aJtcaldle, who sigh- 
ed for tbe comforts which the honest assiduity of the colo- 
nists had assemibkd about tbeir domicdles, and which they 
were too lazy and luxurious to acquire, except by violemoe ex- 
ercised upon thfnr peaceful owners. Respectable oolefeusts 
wero dnagg^ fnom their beds at madmighl; by 'an armed mk>b, 
and hurried before tbe alcalde, in order to lUhlergo a secret in- 
quisition relative tx> aicts tbat <they had never so mujch as 
tlicii^ht of committing; leven tbe passing travieler was not 
{pee from molestation and ouft ragie, bu!t was compeUed to pay 
tribate for ttie privilege of transit 42irough the country, un- 
der i>enalty of forfeiting whatever merchandise or other 
prcpeity that was found in his i>o8ses8ion. " 

It waa not to be exjpected that fiiee born aooMl liberty lov- 
iog Amiericans would tamely submit to stvch acfts of injustice 
imd tyrannical oppression. 

During the summer of 1826, Hay den Ed wands visitied 
tbe United States to bring more colonists, leaving his broth- 
er, Benjamin Eid wards, in charge of tbe coilony. M the ab- 
Sipnce of the empresario, serious cibarges were pnefemed 
against ibim to Govemor Blanco. On July 2Lst., Benjamin 
Bdwards addressed empresarix) AuGtin a long lietter in 
which be recounted his grievances and aaked for advice. In 
due cduzrse lof time Austin gave Edwards a reply, in which 
be .said: ^'The subjecft has caused me great unhappiness, but 
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I had decided not to iutenfei^e with it in ssny way. It is a 
dangerous one to toueh, and i>articularly to write aborat. 
You wish me to advise you. I scarcely know what conrae 
will be best. Hhe umcertainty as to the preciae nature of the 
charges against you, renders it difficult, nay impossible, to 
name a reguilar defense. I think, however, I would/ write dd- 
rectly to tho govesrnor of thie State. Give him a full state- 
ment of facts, and a very minute history of the acts of 
your xxTttvcipal enemies and their opponente, and their man- 
ner of doiaoLg busuiefis in every particular, botit in regard to 
your brother as well as all others." 

Accordingly, Benjamin Edwancb directed a long, and, 
unfortunately, somewhat dictatorial message to his excellency, 
Oovemor Don Victor Blanco, vindicating hia brother^ 
course, and remonstrating' very enuphatically against soch 
treatment; to wihich that irate functionary, on the 20th day 
0^ October, replied — ^**Tha(t bv the virtue of the suprenLe 
authority with wiiich he was invested, he had decreed the 
annukneut of the contract of Hayden Edwards ; and fiartheor 
more, ordered the ezpuLsdon from the colony, of both the Ed- 
wands tootheiB. " HayxietQ Edwards retuxned just as the 
news of this high-hianded and arbitary act reaidhed the colo- 
ny. Ho had spent seveiral thousand dollars in (bringimg colo- 
nists to the couBitry, bndi naturally becamse very indigiiant, 
resoMng upon resistance and revenge vi et armis. 

At this juncture two celebrated hiaU-breed Indian cihiefs 
Richard Fields and John Dunn Hunter, appeaa:ed in the 
arena, with grievances of their own, in behalf of tbeiir peo- 
ple the Cherokees. Governor Trespalacies had promised to 
secure them titles to the land they occupied, but the Mexi- 
can Oovemment was slow in the excitement of the moment, 
and chafing for revenge the colonists entered into a 
league, offensive and defensive with the Indians. 

This compact was foovDially sigsied on December 20, 
18(26, by Hayden Edwards and Harmion B. Mayo, oni the 
part of the Americans, and Richard Fields and Johsn Duom 
Hmuter, on the part of the Indians. The allied parties at 
oiiiee proceeded to organize a legislative counciL Martm 
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Parmer, better knoivn as tiie ''Riog-Tiailed Buitliier" was 
eleeted pt^dent. 

la tbiB alliflcce it mia 0tipulat^d that the whites were 
to have the territory below the old San Aoltonio ixMtd and 
for a ahort distance aJbor^; the remainder of the province, 
weBtwB3:xl to the R&o Grande, was ^ven to tibia Indians. 
Slavery, whiclh had been prohibitadT in Mexico, was to be es- 
tablished in both territories. 

Denamsiatjaig themselves ''Fredonians/^ the injured in- 
sorgezits raised the standard o^ revolt, and boldly declared 
thear independence. The flag of lQdex)endent Fredooiia was 
nnfurled tx) the breeze, and, '^doubtless" sa^-B the histo- 
rian of Hhis Hi-planned and hopeless revolt, ''Old Norther, 
himself, who so often swept over the prairies of T\exas, 
stood agbast at the chilling exhibition. ' ' 

One of the first acts of the executive ocmiicil created cut 
Nacogdoches, was to depose the alcalde, Norris, and appoint 
another. While these troubles were brewing, Peter E. Bean, a 
sarvivor of Nolan's expeditaon, and iidiose Idfe history reads 
like a romance, was stationed at Fort Teran, as Indian agent. 
Learsung of these troubiLaQ, Bean, with a small company of 
cavalry, marched upon Nacogdoches for the purpose of quell- 
ing the disturbance and to restore Mexican authority. Bean 
did not seem to apprehend that he would have muicb diffi- 
culty. He, however, found the disturbance more eerions 
than anticipated, and on learning that the Fredonians, about 
two hundred strong, were occupyicig the old stone fort, 
prudentlv decided to wait for a reinforcement from San An- 
tonio. In the meanldme, he s acceded in detaching most of 
the Indians from the league. Fields and Hunter, bowever, 
were faithful to the last, and were barbarously assassina- 
ted by the very tribes for whose welfare they had' labored 
long and patiently. The assassin's first shfot not pnoving 
immediately fatal, poor Hunter implored the murderer to 
spare his life, excl<uming,'4t is hard thus tx> dde by the 
hands of my professed friends*** The appeal was in vain. 
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Anodier rfiot clooed the career of tiiis strange and extraor- 
dinary man. 

N«nvto of tbe revott reaohing B^xar, GoTiemor Saucedo 
dispatebed Col. Mateo Ahumada, with two hundred soldiers 
to suppress the insurrectionists. The part which Austin took 
in this affair hue excited a good deal of oomment mad ocmve 
severe criticism. Historian Focte, who was a w«unn friend 
of the Edwards', conveys the idea that Austin w«s greaiUy 
I>erplexed and hesiteted long wh«!ther be would join the 
Fredooian movement or make war agaJsrat it. Such was not 
the fact. On the con^tmry, he advised the leaders of this re- 
volt that their cause was one of consummate folly, and 
that they were nulling upon certain destruction. Indeed, 
as an. honora:bIe and time citizen of bis adopted tsountry, he 
could not have done otherwise. In such a controversy, neu- 
trality was impossible, and instead of hestitating a moment, 
Austin, on the 22nd. day of January, 1827, issued the follow- 
ing address: 

To the Inhabitants of the Colony: 

The persons* who were sent on from this coloDy by the 
political cbief anhl milutary commandant, to offer peace to 
the Nacogdiocibes madmen, have returned witbont having ef- 
fected anyrdiing. Tbe olive brancb of peaioe which was held 
out to tbaem has beeni insultingly refused, and tibat party 
has denotinced niasBaere and diasolution on tbis colony. 
They are trying to excite all the northem Indians to mur- 
der and plunder, and it appeais as thougb they ha^e no 
oUber object than to ruin and plunder this countiy. They 
openly thieaten us with Indian massacre and the plunder of 
our pnoperty. To Siims, (then, my friendb and fellow-eiti- 
zens, and hositen to the standard of our country. The first 
hundred men wall manch oo the 26th. Necessary lorders £or 
mustering and other purposes will 'be issuied' to the com- 

»AvurtiBMnt«d«l«v»tioBof citiMna— AbB«r Ku^lMBdal], Judgv ElUt, Franeit W. 
Jflhfiion, and J.mnm O ammhrn *' t tom his eolony, aeeompaiiMd far JaniM K«rr fhm D»- 
WittU eoloiiy, to ecmf cr aikl fntarMllj NmoDBtrate with th« Fradonian^ and andaavor ta 
diaanada thaoa from raah maaaoraa. Tha dalasation f allad to aooompliah tha ofajaet daalrad. 
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CHAPTER III. 




EFBATED in almost every engagement^ 
and melting away before the unerring rifles 
of Austin's colonists, the formidable coast 
tribe — ^the Caranehuas — had been forced 
to retreat and sue for peace. DeWitt's 
Colony, surviving the serioua misfortunes 
which befell it in the Summer of 1826, was 
rapidly taking on new life and energy. 
The Fredonian mutiny did not seriously 
affect or retard the growth of Austin's Colony, and 
with its quelling a i>eriod of comparative peace and 
prosperity prevailed. But this state of quiet was not 
of long duration. The Wacos and TehuacaDies who had been 
more or less troublesome all along, now became opemly hostile 
and were depredating on the settlers of the Brazos and Col- 
orado, to am alarming extent. ''Indeed" says Y.oakum, ^'thjo 
grant of Milam, laying between the Quadalupe and Colorado 
Rivers, and north of the Bexar road, could not well be set** 
tied because of hostile Indians." 

In tbe winter of 1828-9, a party of these Indians enter^ 
ed Payette county, camping — so the bluffs would protect 
them from the chillinf^ winds — in tlie bed of Ross Creek; 
wtuere they migbt have remaiuo-.l undistt^bed had they not 
killed a woi^y Mexican resident of the neighborhood. 
When&fajpim a pBrty oonsistiuf; of James Tomlinson, J. J. 
Ross, A. A. Anderson, John )$ryer and others, attacked and 
routed tbe murderous intnidersi killing eif^ of thiem out- 
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xigbt, and sevcirely woimdmfg seyen more, 'wQw maaia^ed to 
«0eape, but periafau&d soon, it wm guppceed, aa ooilj one of 
iihb unfortunate parlo^ ^cui knowxi<tx>lianre reached liia tribe.* 

''When the Indianai were attacked," seys J. J. Ross, 
mho farniflbod thie above facts, ^'aosne weoie lying down, 
aome parching- coinn, and otbers were engaged in a scalp 
dance. An attempt was made to burn itlhe bodies of the dead 
Indiaos, but with poor suceeas — only cricQxmg tbeir skins. 
Their bleachdng bones long remained on the battde ground." 

About this time one Thomas Thompson opened a small 
farm near the present town of Bastrop, and occasionally 
visited it to cultivate and take care of his crops. On going 
^here in July, 1829, he found the Indians in possession. Re- 
turning below i or assistance he was joined by ten men with 
whom he approached the Indian camp at night. At day- 
light they killed four of the savages and routed the others. 

Of course these affairs were unfortunate and served to 
inerease hostilities — ^Yoakum says they opened the war. At 
any rate, '' numerous cases of murder and theft had occur- 
red, and it became necessary to apply a remedy" — ^which 
impresario Stephen Austin promptly did. 



THE WAR OPENS AGAINST THE WILD TRIBES. 

Captain Abner Kuykendall:- 

The Indians have robbed a large drove of horses from 
4 traveler whio stopx>^* ^t Ratcliff 's on the Lavaca. They 
were pursued two days by a few mfen and overtaken be- 
tween the Colorado and Brazos, below the San Antonio road. 
There was one white man — supposed to be an American — 
and fifteen Indians. It is highly important that the trail 
should be followed so as to ascertain what Indians and 
white man or men have becom e so base as to commit this 
<depredation ; and to punish them — also recover the horses. 

A party of volunteers is ready at Beason's to follow the 
robbers, and a number will go from here. It is their wish 
And also mine, that you take the command; and I hope and 

»Sti t — — t at Mr. Pannfnatoii. an Indian trndor. thtn ■mone this tribe 
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expect that yon will undertake the expedition if your 
health will permit. * 

I hereby authorize you in the name of the Govenonent, 
and of the civil authorities, whom I have consulted, to take 
the command of said party of volunteers, and to pursue and 
kill said robbers, be they Indians or whites, and to recover 
the stolen horses, and do such other acts as in your judg- 
ment be deemed necessary, equitable and proper, to punish 
the robbers and afford security to our exposed and scatter- 
ed settlements, by making a severe and striking example 
which will have the effect to prevent the repetition of simi- 
lar outrages by the lawless bands who are moving through 
these unsettled wilds. 

You will, however, be cautious of offending innocent 
persons, as you will be responsible for any wanton cruelty 
committed by your men while acting by your orders, on the 
innocent. You will keep a journal of your proceedings and 
report same to me on your return. 

Town of Austin, August 23, 1829. 

Stephen P. Austin, Col. of Ma. 

This order was received by Capt. Kuykendall the even- 
ing of the same day it was written, and in obedience there- 
to, with his two sons, William and BarzilUi, he left on the 
ensuing morning for the Colorado, where he arrived the 
same day and was joined by eight men — '*moet of whom 
were old frontiersmen" — to- wit: Norman Woods, John P. 
Berry, Elijah Ingram, John Williams, Thomas Thompson, 
Seaborn Jones, Hazlitt, and one not remembered. 



FIEBOE FIQHT NEAR THE OLD CABIN. 

'*We now counted eleven," says Kuykendall, whose nar- 
rative we follow, **and resolved to pursue the Indians with- 
out losing further time to increase our force. We forded 
the Colorado at the crossing of the La Bahia road and pro- 
ceeded eight or nine miles up the river, when abcut noon, 
we discovered people moving about an old cabin. As we 
knew the inhabitants of this neighborhood had, some t^me 
previously, been driven from their homes by the Indians, 
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tliia circumstanee excited some gaiprise, and Hazlitt and 
another man W€re dispatched on foot towards the cabin to 
ascertain the character of its visitoro. The rest of ns sat 
in onr saddles, concealed hy a point of woods. 

'^In order to approach near the honse, Hazlitt and his 
companion had to pass through a ooraifield. They hiid iu)t 
proceeded far in the field when an Indiaxn shot an arrow at 
Hazlitt, and raising a war whoop, fled to the cabin. As he 
ran straight between the rows of com, Hazlitt shot him. in 
the back. The instant we heard the alarm we galloped for- 
ward and saw five Indians on foot, injining np the river, 
trying to reach a thicket on its bank, tw,o or three hnn^ 
dred yards above the cabin. Spurring our horses to their 
best speed, we intercepted them a short distance below the 
thicket. As we dismounted, each man dropped the coil of 
his tethering rope from the pommel of his saddle and 
charged the Indians on foot. They were now compelled to 
fight us in the open prairie or leap down the precipitous 
bank of the ri'ver. They chose the latter alternative. Nor- 
man Woods shot one as he was in the act of leaping off the 
bluff. The remaining four threw away their arrows and 
plunged into the Colorado. As they swam toward the oppo- 
site shore, we plied them with two or three rounds of rifle 
balls, and sank two midwaj the river. The remaining two 
reached the opposite shore with mortal wounds from which 
we could distinctly see the blood flowing. One of them 
uttered a few words in a very loud voiee anid almost in- 
stantly afterward our ears were assailed with terrific yells 
from the thicket above us, accompanied by a flight of ar- 
rows and discharge of fire arms. Turning toward our un- 
expected assailants, we saw several of them running toward 
our horses. We also ran in the same direction, and all the 
Indians, except two, returned to the thicket. These two 
Indians succeeded in reaching our horses, of which each se- 
lected and mounted one and drove all the rest save two, be- 
fore them — ^yelling and firing off their guns to frighten tBe 
horses and urge them to greater speed. The two men whose 
horses were left, mounted them and pursued the Indians, 
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th« rest of vs following as f a^t ae possible on foot. After 
trailing nearly a mile and a half we discovered our h/orses 
standing in a grove. Suspecting a ruse, we approached 
them with caution, but found no enemy. 

"Having now recovered all our horses but two (those of 
Thompson and Williamson), we returned to the scene of 
action. Every Indian had disappeared. The one shot by 
Woods was still alive, sitting under the bank. Deeming it 
an act of mercy to put an end to his suffering. Woods shot 
him in the head. 

'* After collecting the arms of the defeated Indians, 
consisting of bows and arrows and one or two shot guns, 
we went into the field to look for the Indian shot by Haz- 
litt. We did not find him, but picked up his belt which 
had been cut in two by the rifle ball. Ihis satisfied us 
that he had received a mortal wound. His body was after- 
wards found outside the field. The remains of the two who 
reached the opposite side of the river were also found af- 
terw.'irds — making six killed. Not one of our party was 
hurt, though Berry, after the engagement, fainted from the 
effect of heat and* over-exrtion 

**There were at least forty or fifty of these Indians — 
Wacos and Tawacanies. They were well provided with 
ropes and bridles, and had doubtless come on a stealing ex- 
pediticD. The survivors left the Colorado without commit- 
ting any depredations. 

**As we were reduced to but nine mounted men, two of 
whose horses weire already broken down, we were constrain- 
ed to forego the pursuit of the thieves who had stolen the 
<Mivallada, and returned home. That evening we traveled 
about five miles on our return, and slept at a spring about 
three miles above the present town of La Grange." 



THE SAN SABA EXPEDITION. 

Immediatelv afteo* arriving home anxi reporting to Col. 
Austin, Capt. Euykendall received the following order: 

"You will call a muster of your company and) endeavor 
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to raise vokiiiteerg to go against the Indians. If you can- 
not get volunteers enough to make one fourth the number 
of men composing your company, you will raise them by 
draft. You will rendezvous at this place with at least ooie 
fourth the men com{>osing your company, on the 12tK of 
September next, armed and equipped as the law directs, 
with pro\isicrs fcr a campaign of forty days. By order 
of S. F. Austin. Oliver Jones, Adjt." 

Capt. Abner Kuykendall. 

Similar orders were issu<:d to Bartlett, Simms and oth- 
^r captains cf the militia in the colony. ''About the same 
time, but without concert," says John Henry Brown, '*a 
compitsy of thirty-nine men of DeWitt's Colony, under 
Capt. Henry S. Brown, left Ocnzaks en a mission against 
the depredatdng hostiles, supposed to be in the mcoui'- 
tains. ' ' 

I'he contingents of tlie different companies frcm Aus- 
tin's Colony, rendezvoused on the east side of the Colorado 
about twelve miles below the present town of La Orange, 
where, between the 15th. and 20th. of Septtmiber, the re- 
quired force of one hundred men was collected and organ- 
ized, under the command of Abner Kuykendall. 

Striking the San Oabriel, the exi>edition marched up 
that stream — scouring the country between the Brazos and 
Colorado— «nd acroEs the country to a point near the head 
of what is now known as the Salt Fork of the Lampasas, 
and some thirty miles from the mouth of the San Saba; 
where k halted and sent out spies to locate the encampment 
of the Indians. 

Returning on the second morning, the spies reported a 
large encampment on the west bank of the Colorado, two or 
three miles below the mouth of the San Saba, and *'that 
they were engaged in a dance, as they could distinctly hear 
the sound of a sort of ca&tinet which the Icdiars used on 
sueh occasicns." 

It was evident the Indians were not aware of the ap- 
proaching forces, and planning e night march, Euykendall 
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determiiitdy if possibk, to make a surprise attack at day- 
light the foDoiirdDg morning. At 8iindo\i*n the command 
^as in motion and on the march. We quote from Kuyken- 
dall:- ''Night £Oon clo&ed around us. Ihero was no moon 
but the sky was cloudless and starry. Our route lay over a 
prairie, studded with low hills, and in some places very 
rocky. Hcur after hour the long double files of horsemen 
followed thie guide. There wafi no confusion in our ranks, rare- 
ly was a word spoken, yet our march wae far from being 
noiseless. Ihe hard, metamorphie limestone rang like met- 
al beneath the tread of our horses, and ever and anon 
we invadedi ihe domain of a c ommunity of rattlesnakes, of 
which we were promptly notified by rapid vibrations of 
their rattles* Our guide condu<;t€d us toward nearly every 
point of the compass, and at length, long after midnight, 
declared he was bewildered and could ccrcuci us no fur- 
ther until daylight. All now suspected the fidielity of our 
guide — ^a Mexican who had once lived with the Wacos and 
Tawacanies. Perhaps he was actuated by cowardice, per- 
haps by revived affection for hie quandom friendj9; but 
whatever his niiotives, it is highly probable that but for 
Jiis ccrduet the expedition would have been completely 
successful.'' 

Still anxious to effect a surprise attack, Euykendall 
concealed his force in a dense cedar-brake to await another 
night, meanwhile sending out six of his men, Wm. Dever, 
A'.mos Gates, Sebe Jones, Jeff Frayor and one other, with a 
Chickasaw Indian, named John, on foot to explore a route 
to the Colorado River and locate a crossing. 

Tliey had proceeded about one and one half miles, 
when tiiey were discovered by twenty-five mounited In- 
dians, who charged upon them, yelling like demons. It 
wsB a hard race and a miraculous escape for the spies,who 
by making repeated stands and runs, succeeded in reach- 
ing their companiors and givin;g the alarm. ''Meantime" 
says Kuykendall, ''the loud cries of the Indians had 
been heard at our camp and the whole command was 
hastening to the rescue. When Willistn Dever per- 
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oeivicd tlat succor was close at haoicl! he cftiot, and It was 
believed, miortally wounded one of the Indians. At this mo- 
ment 'Our whol-e force came up, and the Indiana fled at full 
speed. Following in ivapid pursuit, the villagke was soon dis- 
covered in a bcud of the river, almoet coiicealedi ty a low 
wooded hill-^the valley around being almost literally cov- 
ered with mounted Indians — men, women and children, fly- 
ing to the yellow cedar-brakes in the adjacent hills." 

The Texans dashed across the river, and into the vil- 
lage, but most of the Indians had fled and but few shots 
were fired, one by Nestor Clay, killing an Indian, a Tehua- 
canie chief. 

Detachments were sent in punsuit but the Indians had 
escaped to their mountain fastnesses; only a few women 
and children were overtaken, who were of course unmo-. 
lested. 

The Indians lest their entire camp equipage, includ- 
ing a considerable amount of com, blankets, robes, brass 
kettles, etc., and a large number of horses, all of which was 
secured by the victors. 

*'We encamped upon the ground evacuated by the In- 
dians," says Euykendall. ''Their conical, buffalo skin cov- 
ered lodges were still standing, and within them we found 
their entire store of winter provisions, namely, several hun- 
dred bushels of comi and beans, and a quantity of dried buf- 
falo meat. Many buffalo robes were also found and on the 
fires were still boiling, several kettles of corn and beans — 
fill of which prox)erty was consigned to the flames, or other- 
wise destroyed. The site of this encampment was very beau- 
tiful and had apparently often been temporarily occupied by 
the Indians; but there were no traces of agricultural oper- 
ations. Early the ensuing morning, Captain Henry Brown, 
with a company of thirtgr men from; Go^izales rode into 
camp.'* 

*'He had discovered the camp," says John Henry 
Brown, ''secreted his men, put out concealed watches, and, 
like Kuykendall, expected to attack at dawn the following 
morning. He had passed through the mountains on the east 
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side of the Guaidakipe, aeross the Piedeimakis mitA UanO) to 
the head of tthe Sana Saba. He eiwouiitered two small baAds. 
In the first be killed' thtree Indiana* Near' the Eoehaiited Rook, 
he surprised thie second bandv Five-or sixlndiam^^ fell, the 
remainder escaped into the dsose^ brush. Both* appeared to 
be only liuntiug' parties of warriors. It waa on this trip 
that Captain Brown, with his men, became the firt discov- 
erers of the Enchanted Rock. He had followed the San Saba 
da^vn to its mouth, andl a little below discoyered> the In- 
dian encampmenrt. Neither HrowQ nor KuykendaU knew 
of the other beim^ in that section uotil tafter the attack 
upon, and routing oif the Indians/' 

Such bold expeddtions by such sagacious leademst went 

£ar towa*rtdl keeping the I^nddans/. in cheek, but it waa im- 

pos.4ble to effectively protect, the long, line of, exposed 

frontier, and* bands of hostile marauders were constantly 

scooping dofwn, and slipping in, stealing, killffng; and th^^n 

quickly ireftreatitnig, 'baek to their mountain homes. 



EABLT BORDSB CHIEFS. 

The commanders of these eaorly eiq»ed4tioaB boldly pene- 
tratlAg so far into the Indian country; as they did; deserve 
at least further brief notice. 



AbOMk* Kvykmdall was one of the very early settlers in 
Austin's Colony, having emigrated from Arkansas Territory, 
and camped on the west side of the Brazoor River, at the La 
Bahia road crossings oi^ Nov. 26, 1821. 

About the first of January, 1822, he settled more per- 
manently on New Year's Greek, some ten miles west of the 
Brazos, and aborut four miles south of the present town of 
Independence. 

KuykendaU brought several head of cattle and a few 
hog^ to the colony. He waa extensively known and highly 
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esteemed by his fellow colonists aa a bmve m^ worthy gien- 
tlemaiiu He was early appointed! Oaptain oi Militia BSnd 
servedi & most off the campaigaiB and expeditfons ag^ain'St 
Indiana during the colonial period. 



The f ollowi-nigi letter gives briefly the facts of the tragic 
and deplorable £ate of this early pioneer and venerable pa- 
triarch of Ati9tiii'» Colony: 

1117 Bell Ave^ Houston, Texas. 
James T. DeShields, Esq., 

Farmersville^ Texas. 
My Dear Sir: 

Yours of Dec. 6th received a'nd contents noted. In re- 
ply will 3ay Capt. Abner Kuykemdall was killed in 1834 at 
San Felipe, by a man ciamed Clayton, w:ho was hung for 
the crime — his beinig the second of the olily two legal ex- 
ecutions for murder in Austin's Colony. Kuykesndall was 
stabbed in the neck with a knife which broke off, and' he 
died of lockjaw. 

Clay toll was a Mississippian. He was raised by an aunt 
living near Natchez. He killed a cousin in Misadssippi in 
1832 or 1833, and ran away to Texas. His aunt heard of his 
last trouble and came to San Felipe in 1834, but when she 
found how he hadi billed' Kuykendall, she returned home 
without seeing him. Mrs. Clayton stayed at my father's 
house while here. 

I knew Joe Kuykendall, a brother — was a prisoner with 
him in 1836, and koew him. many year^ after, until his 
death in Fort Bend county. lie came to Texas in 1822. 
Hoping the information may profit you, 

Yours truly, 

J. R. Fenn. 



Capt. Kuykendairs place of nativity and date of birth 
are lUnknowD — his wife was a daughter of Owen Shanon, and 
a sister of John and Jacob Shanon. Two of her nephews, 
Matthew and Jacob, may yet survive. 
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Hemy Stepbensob Brawn was born in Madison county, 
Kentucky, March 8, 1793, and in December, 1824, in compa- 
ny with his brother, John, afterwards known as ''Waco" 
Brown, landed at the mouth of the Brazos with a lar^e stock 
of goods for th*e Mexiean and Indian trade. Engaged in this 
hazai^ous business at that period, rt is but natural that 
they should encounter many dangers and particlx>ate in nu- 
merou:^ thrilling adventures, the details of whieb would fill 
a volume. We make brief extractj from tli-e- bio«jrapliies of 
these brave and wortliy pioneers, and early defenders of in- 
fant Tecsa^: ''In 1825 Capt. Brown sent his brother with 
.: large cango of good® to trade with the Comanch^s in the 
upper iGOuntry. James Musick, Thomas Jamis^on and An- 
drew Scott went with him. They succeeded in reaching 
Clear Pork of the Brazoj River, without being molested and 
f aundl the Indians very friendly, and anxious to trade. And 
soon they were wending their way homeiward with eleven 
hundred horses and mules, and as many buffalo robes- a<H 
they could manage, on their pack mules. Th-e Indians as- 
sisted them a day or two on their way, and on the fourth 
nigiht th«y •camped on the Brazos, about where the pres- 
ent town of Menddan stands. All retired congratulating 
thoiit&cdves upon the success of tbedr expediition, and what 
was their ^jurprise, when midnight yeLK, anttii the firing' of 
guns disturbed their quiet slumbers. All sprang to Itbeir 
feet. Mr. Brown, being a cripple from white swelling, feW 
over ene of his companions. All thinking that he was 
dead, fled into the bottom. Brown secreted himself in 
some brush nearby, where he remained un^il daylight, nat- 
urally thinking! that his companions would do likewise. 
But to his dismay, be found himself all alone, lame, and 
weak, without food ; yet with a brave resolution he stanted, 
limping homeward. After traveling for three days, with 
blistered feet and» aehiuig heart, and almost famishing, he 
wa^/ suddenly surrounded by a band of Wsico Indians. Most 
of them seemed anxious to kill him butt souve pleaded for his 
life, which was spared on account of his lameness. He was 
then mounted and icarried to their prineipal village, where 
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the present eitj of Waoo ia loewted. Hb campanions, sap- 
pesi&g tliAt be fell dead, traveled all the first night, and 
coiioealed themselYies in thiekets darinigi the day. Iil this 
manner they traveled until they reached .the settlements, 
where they reported the deiath of Brown and tlieir great lofis 
of property. 

"Simultaneiaafily with this expedition, waa Capt. Brown's 
fir-st trip to Mexico, but fortunately with much better suc- 
cess, as be returned im a ferw months with a Large number 
of horses and mules for the Louisiana and Mississippi trad<e, 
and A considerable amount of Mexican coin. On reachin^^ 
San Ii^^>e, he heard of the sad fate of his brother^ but had 
apre^^enthnentf that he still lived, and res^olvedi upont his 
rtscue. In a short time after his arrival, he started with 
fortyHme volunteers ini j»earch of his brother. On arriv- 
ing at the Waco village, he found them hostile, and at- 
tacked- them* After some resistance, and kiUiuig several of 
their number, they fled, and nine of them were shot while 
croaskig the river. Heavy rains prevented farther pursuit, 
and in fact gave. much difficulty in returning^ home, owing 
to the boggy conditiom of the country through which they 
passed, now embracingi the countie^• of MiiLam, Burleson and 
Lee, 

''While baiting on* the ModinA River, he was attacked 
by twelve TehiUMAiftaf^ IndHmsi'Who had followed, and intend- 
ed rabbiqg him. In the fight he killed several, and the oth- 
ers fled 

"Resuming hte. vooatieu, Captain Brown made a second 
trip into Mexico, and returned in the fiall oif 1826 with sev- 
eral hundred honMS. 

''While halting at San* Felipe^* a ^miga w»» discovered ap- 
proaehing rapidly from the west^ He seemed to be an In- 
dian riding QfDt horseback. Dashing up, he suddenly reined 
his hor<e, dinusunted aad sprang toward Capt. Brown, ex- 
claiming, 'Brother Henry, don't you know met?' He wjas 
the lost and) mourned^ brother. Briefly he explained his 
eighteen months' captivity; how he had tried every means of 
•escape until be .had sueceedted while with a company of 
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eeventetn .on Cummings Cr.eek, eiow in Fayjette County — 
tikd taiui having oom^e ilown to rob and kill the settLers. 
NC'W waa the oppoftiiniitj — ^with hia own well armed party 
and a few volunteiers, about 20 in all, Capt. Brown rode all 
niglit and at daylight (the following morning, fiurprifiedt the 
Indiana killing all except one who escax>ed to carry tidings 
of thie fate of his comrades to bis i>eople on the Brazos." 
With varying success Capt. Brown continued hia busi- 
ness aa a trader, making frequent tripa to and from Mexi- 
co. The sequel to one of his return trips ia thua given by 
liis son and biographer — John Henry Brown — ^** In the montjii 
(Of December, 1828, Capt. Brown waa returning from a 
trading expedition: to Mexico, having tis the proceeds of 
his venture, about 500 hiorses and a considerable amount of 
silver in rawhide wraippera. He had with him nine Mexi- 
can ranehers, a faithful Cherokee Indian, named Luke, and 
two or three Americans. At night on the road beftween San 
Antonio said Gonzales, hia animals were stampeded and 
driven cff by a parity of hostile Indians, leaving a piortion 
of hia men on foot. He repaired to Oonzalea and increaaed 
his force to twenty nine men. With these he moved leisure- 
ly up the country through) the mountains, and finally cross- 
ed the Coloirado a little above the mouith: of Pecan Bayou, 
into the present territory of Brown County, hoping to sur- 
prise an Indian village, and recover hia own or an equal 
number of horses and mules. 

''He suddenly came upon an encampment almost desti- 
tute of horses, and scarcely any women or children. Quite 
a fight ensued, the defiant Indians, killing one of Brown 'a 
Mexicans, besides wounding several of hia men slightly. But 
several Indians falling, the balance suddenly fled into the 
creek bottom. 

''Capt. Brown, stiU anxious to find the object of his 
search, traveled westerly till night, and encami>ed. Dur- 
ing the night some of the guard discovered a camp fire 
apparently about two milee distant* Aa day dawned the 
party numnted, and movijig cautiously, struck the village 
just as it waa light enough to see. Six of the Mexicans, un- 
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der prior iiu&tructioiifi, staoLpeded' the Indians' horses. The 
ether twenty three men covered the rear, and prepared for 
battle. Forty or fifty mounted Indiana made pursuit and 
beavy akirmi&hing ensuied, until four cr five warriors had 
beien tumbled from their horses. Ihey dre.w off until re- 
inforced by about as many more who, however, made no 
attack, but traveled parallel with the retreating party, oc- 
caaionally showing themselves, till the sun went down. 
But all thia time the horses had been pushed in a gallop, 
and rendered too tired to be easily stampeded at night — 
the forlorn hope of the enemy." 

Thus the retreat continued by day and night, till the 
party arrived at Gonzalea in January, 1829, with the booty 
— some 500 head of horses — which were equally divided 
•among the captors. 

Capt. Brown died at Columbia, Texaa, July 26, 1834, 
and resta from his toila within a few feet of Josiah H. 
Bell, and the once noted Capt. Bird Lockhart. 



MUBDER OF ELUAH BOABX. 

Among other early and worthy colonists on the Brazos 
was Elijah Roark, a native of North Carolina, who removed 
with his family '^in a large wa^^on drawn by six mules" and 
aettled on Oyster Creek, in 1824. 

Frugal and induatrious, his efforts were scon rewarded 
with crcp yields and an increasing atoek of cattle, hogs, 
etc.^ At that time San Antonio, some 230 miles distant, with 
but two 45mall settlements en route, — at the crossing of the 
Colorado, and at Gonzales,— was the nearest and in fact, 
the only market in Texaa. About the 10th. of December, 
1829, Mr. Roark, with one man and his little son, Leo, left on 
his annual market .trip with about 100 fat hogs and a wag- 
on load of butter, cheese, baccn, lard, soap, candles and va- 
rious other things, which they expected to exchange for dry 
gccda, coffee, augar, salt and other family supplies. 

Travelirg slow tc avoid fatigue of the porkers, the lit- 
tle i!8iiiy reached the ** Forty Mile Water Hole" — that dis- 
tance short of San Antonio— where they camped for the 
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night of Dec. 24, little thmking of the fate that waa ao 
soon to befall them. After supper and a pleasant conveiBe 
on former Yule-tide pleasures, the usual preparations were 
made for the night — ^intending an earlj; morning start. We 
give the sad sequel as told' by Leo Roark himself : ' ' One man 
waa to keep guard while the other two slept. Father kept 
the first watch, and the other man the second. I went on 
guard about two o'clock, putting on my shoes and hat. The 
weather had been very warm, but while I was sitting by 
the camp fire, the wind began to blow from the north. It 
was getting cold, so I put on my ccat, tcck my gan and 
kni'e, and walked a short distance. There was a large log 
near the road about 100 yards from the camp. Father told 
me I must walk past the log and turn ba^k. I got to the 
log and was afraid to pass it. I thought I would go back 
and wake Father. The mules were staked near, and they 
were so restless I knew there was something wrong. Be- 
fore I got back the Indians surrounded the camp. I shot 
at them and this woke the men. They did not get on their 
feet before they were murdered. I tried to catch a nuile 
that was tied to a stake, but could not get near the mule. 
I laid' down my gun and tried to cut the rope, but could 
not as the Indians were so near I had to run. I lost my 
hat, knife and gun. I was west of .th<e camp and knew the 
way to San Antonio. Leaving the road, I ran into the mes- 
quite thiekets and did not look back nor stop to rest till 
daylight. Being very thirsty I could find no water, but ate 
mesquite beans. I traveled a^^ day and late in the evening 
^ound water. Here I rested a few moments, but was afraid 
to lay down as I was so tired and sleepy. With much ef- 
fort I continued my journey and arrived in San Antonio 
^'^te in the night. The Mexicans were celebrating Christ- 
mas. Next day I got assistance and returned to bury my 
father. Arriving at the camp it was a horrblie sight, both 
men stripped and scalped, the wagon burned, the mules 
carried of^, and everything taken or destroyed. 

** After burying the dead, we built a log pen over the 
graves to prevent the wolves from digging them up — the 
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ImmiBg of the wagon scared tho wolves away, or they 
would have devoured the bodies." 

It was three montha before Leo returned home — ^witb a 
compaiiy^ of Mecdean soldiers on their way t» Nacog- 
doches. The family did not hear of the death of Mr. Roark 
and companion till then. The news was a great shock, 
and a source of sorrow to all the neighborhood. 

Brown's narrative of this affair— History of Texas, 
Vol. 1, pp. 159-61 — ^while supplying some important details, 
is difficult to reconcile with the above absolutely reliable 
account, and is evidently erroneous. Leo Roark 's state- 
ment, Wihieh we have followed, was copied from the journal 
of Dr. Pleasant W. Rose, as written therein under date of 
January, 1834. Dr Rose's daughter, "Mrs. Dilue Harris, in 
her nemJniscences, based on this journal, says: ''Mrs. 
Roark was a widow four years, and had a large family, two 
grown sons, twin daughters, one daughter grown, two lit- 
tle children, a boy najned Andiew, and a girl born several 
months after the deatli of the father. I lived by the Roiarks 
three years, and went to school with the two brothers, Jack- 
son and' Leo. Mrs. Roark could not talk about the death of 
her husband, but her son, Leo, ^ten spoke about it; re* 
membering the horrible scene he passed throtugh; during that 
eventful Christmas." 

Brown's narrative cannot be correct. He says Robert 
Speaxs and Andrew Cox were killed, and that David Mc- 
Cormick escaped and rode with Leo to San Antonio. Rea- 
son was from the Colorado, and was killed by Indiana — ^per- 
haps about the same time Roark was murdered. McCormick 
was probably in San Aatonio when Leo arrived there. At 
that time it was almost impossible to get correct news. It 
would be months before events happening near San Anto- 
irio would be heard at Brazoria. 

Beason's father settled where the town of Columbia 
now stands. The place was* called Beaaon's Ferry. Santa 
Anna with his forces crossed the Colorado at Beason's in 
1836. 

Of the brave boy, Leo, it may be said he lived to parti- 
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As migbl bave been. expected, tbis act spread gloom 
over the colonista, many of wbom, coming in advaace, bad 
been mdnstriotuslj 4>ccnpied in making preparaitione £or 
tbe arrival, and, to sor^ degree, the comfort of others — 
in many inatancea the wife and children ; and coming 'thus 
withont preTiona notice or intimation, there waa no time to 
turn back or to warn those who were on the eve of moying, 
(having perbaps, sacrificed home and proi>erty), of the 
fate that awaited them on ibeir cirri val at the border linie — 
garrasoned with Mexican troops to prevent tbieir further 
progress. 

To humiliate and further annoy the colonists, nu>re than 
a thousand soldiers were sent to the province, and distrofb- 
nted at such points as their services might be needed The 
greater portion of these soldiers, it is said, were discharged 
convicts and enlisted vagabonds, who were to be sup^rt- 
ed by the money eoUected' from duties and* by colonial tax- 
ation. Piedras, as ranking (^fioer, with 320« men, was sta- 
tioned at Nacogdoches, to prevent further emigration from 
the United States; and this, too, at tbe time when Robert- 
son's Colony was settling; and many families were enroute; 
Bradburn, with a force of 150 at Anahuac; Ugartecbes, 
120 at Velasco; Col. Bean, with a force at Fort Ter- 
an on the Neehes, as Indian agen4: to the oentral govern- 
ment—besides the forces at San Antonio and Ooliad. 

Bradburn wad the first to manifest a direct hostile 
spirit. Says Thomas Jefferson Chambers: ''He introduc- 
ed martial law for the citizens; he took from them their 
property without their consent and without consideration; 
he had many of them arrested and imprisoned in the fort 
of Anahuac ; and his troops, who were guilty of robbing and 
stealing, were by him protected from punishment. '^ But it 
is not our purpose to enter into a discusbion or review of 
tbe transpiring «nd approaching events of our political his- 
tory alt this i>eriod, interesting and important as the sub- 
ject may be, and reference is made thus far somewhat in- 
cidentally. 

Fortunately for the colonists, while occupied with their 
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u2t€rDal affoirsy the Indians at .this date appear ta bave 
been lefis troubleeome — overc.^'^ed for tbe time perbape, by 
the ezpeditionA of Enykendall and Brown, tbe preview 
je«r. TJbkoi, too, tbe Cherokees, Waeos and H^xamemDas 
bad become involved in a seriouA etrif e among themselves. 

The trouble encountered by one of theee bands, enroute 
to their people in Tezas^ and while temporarily haltinig on 
Red River in the winter of 1828-29, is graphically narrated 
by John Henry Brown, in the only reliable account of this af 
fair — ^written and published more than half a century ago: 
''They had not been at this place very long before their 
village was discovered by a party of Wacos, on a robbing 
expedition from the Brazos; and these freebooters, true to 
their instincts from time immemmorial, lay concealed till 
the silent midnight hour, and then, stealthily entering the 
herds of the sleeping Cherokees, stampeded their horses, 
driving off a large number. To follow them was labor in 
vain— but to quietly forget the deed was not the maxim 
among the red sons of Tennessee. 



RED WARRIORS IN DEADLY STRIFE. 

''A council was held and the matter discussed. After 
the opinions of the warriors had beem given, the principal 
war chief rose, and in substance said: 'My brothers. The 
wild men of .the far off Brazos have come into our camp 
while the Cherokees slept. They^ have stolen our most 
usefid property. Without horses we are poor, and cannot 
make com. The Cherokees will hasten to plant their corn 
for this spring, and while that is springing from the 
ground, and growing under the Qreat Spirit, and shall be 
waving around our women and children, we will leave some 
old men and women to watch it, and the Cherokee braves 
will spring upon the cunning Wacos of the Brazos as they 
sprang upon us.' 

* * The com was planted, and in the month of May, 1829, 
fi war party of fifty-five, well armed, left the village on 
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foot in search of the Waco6. At this time the principal vil- 
lagie of .th« Waeofi, was on the bliif f where the beautiful 
city of Waeo now greets the eye on the west bank of .the 
Brazos. One band of the Tehuacana ( Ta-wak-<a-na ) In* 
dians, who have always been more or less eoauieeted with 
the WacoSy were living on the east bank of the river, three 
miles below. Both bands had erected rude fortifications, by 
scooping up the earth in vArious places and throwing up a 
circular embankment three or four feet high, the remains of 
which still are to be seen. The principal work of this kind 
at the Waco village occupied 4 natural sink in the surface. 
"The Cherokees struck the Brazos above the village 
some forty miles, and traveled downwards until they dis- 
covered signs of the proximity, and then secreted them- 
selves in the cedar brake till night. The greater portion 
of the night was spent in examining the position, through 
experienced scouts. Having made the necessary obser- 
vations, the scouts reported near daylight, when the war 
chief admonished them of what they had com© for — re- 
venge! Waco scalps! horses! and led them forth from their 
hiding place, under the bank of the river, to a point about 
four Lurdred yards from the wigwams of the slumber- 
ing Wacos. Here they halted till the rays of light, on that 
lovely May morning, began to gild the easitern horizon. 
The time for action had come. Moving with the noiseless, 
elastic step peculiar to the sons of the forest, the Chero- 
kees approached the camp. But a solitary Waco was aroused^ 
and was collecting the remains of his fire of the previous 
night, preparatory to his morning repast. His Indian ear 
caugh.t the sounds of footsteps on the brush, a glance of his 
lynx eye revealed the approaching foe. A single shrill yell 
from him, which) echoed far and near through the Brazos 
forest, brought every Waco to his feet. The terrible Chero- 
kee war-whoop was their morning greeting, accompanied 
by a shower of leaden rain. But though surprised, the 
Wacos out numbered their assailants many times, their wo- 
men and children must be protected or sacrificed, their 
ancient home, where the bones of their fathers had been 
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buried for ages^ waa aasailed by unknowa' intruders. The 
chief rallied the warriors, aod made a stand, the fight be- 
came general, ajidi ss the sun arose majestically over the 
towering trees of the east, he beheldi the red men of Tennes- 
see and the red men of Texas in dead'ly strife. But the 
bows and arrows of the Waeos eould not compete with the 
unerring rifles of the Cherokees. The Waeos were falling 
rapidly, while the Cherokees were unharmed. 

''After half an hour's strife, amid yells and mutual 
imprecations, the Waeos signalled a retreat, and they fell 
back in confusion, taking refuge in the fortified sinkhole. 
Here, though hemmed in, they were quite secure, having a 
great advantage. Indeed they could kill every Cherokee 
who might i>eradventure, risk his person too near the brink. 

''The Cherokees had already killed many, and now 
beld a council, to consider what they should do. It was 
proposed by one brave that they should strip to a state of 
nature, march into the sink-hole in a body, fire their pieces, 
then drop them, and with tomahawks alone endeavor to kill 
every man, woman and child among the Waeos. A half 
breed named Smith, who was in favor of this desperate 
laeasure, as an incentive to his comrades, stripped himself, 
fastened a dozen horsebells (which he had picked up in 
camp) around his waist, and commenced galloping and yell- 
ing around the sink-hole, now and then jumping on the em- 
bankment and then cursing the Waeos lustily. The arrows 
were hurled at him by the score, but he fell not. 

''Just as the Cherokee council wss coming to a close, 
at about an hour after sunrise, they heard a noise like dis- 
tant thunder on the opposite side of the river, and delayed 
a few moments to discover its cause. Very soon they dis- 
covered a large body of mounted Indians rising the river 
banks a little below them. What could, it meant they 
murmured one to another. The story is soon told. A 
messenger had rushed from the Wacoe in the outset, for 
the Tehuacana village, begging help, and now two hundred 
Tehuacana warriors, mounted and ready for the fray, were 
at hand. The whole aspect of the day was changed in a 
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moment. To conquer this combined force was impossible — 
to escape themselves would require prudence. The Tebua* 
canasy in coming up, cut off a Cherokee boy, twelve years 
old, killed and scalped him, and pieced hie scalp, and held 
it up defiantly to the view of the Cherokees. The boy was 
an only child, and his father beheld this scene. The brave 
man's eye glared with fury. Without a word he threw 
from his bccy every piece of his apparel, seized a knife in 
one hand, a tomahawk in the other. 'What will youf de- 
manded the chief. 'Die with my brave boy. Die slaying 
the wild men who have plucked the last rose from my bos- 
om!' The chief interceded and told him it was madness; 
the Cherokee listened not ; with rapid strides he rushed 
among the Tehnaeanas, upon certain death; but ere death 
had seized its victim, he had killed several and died shout- 
ing defiance in their midst. 

''The TcKuacama occupied the post oaks just below the 
Cherokees, and kept up a lusty shouting, but ventured not 
within rifle shot. The latter seeing that on an open field 
they could not resist such numbers — ^having taken fifty-five 
Waco scalps, (equal to their own number) and having lost 
two men and the boy — now fell baek into the cedar brake 
and remained there till night. They were convinced that 
their safety depended upon a cautious retreat, for if sur- 
rounded on the prairie, they would be annihilated. When 
night came on they crossed the river, traveling down the 
sand bank a mile or two, as if they were going down the 
country, thence, turning up the stream, waded up the edge 
of the water some six or seven miles, (the river being low 
and remarkaibly even), and thus eluded pursuit. In due 
time they reached their Red River villages, without the 
thousand horses they anticipated, but with fifty -five Waco 
scalps — ^glory enough in their estimation. The entire bandi 
was now speedily collected and amid much rejoicing and 
with great noise, it is said, indulged in one of the grandest 
war dances ever witnessed in Texas." 
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THE OHEBOBZE AND TEHUAOANA FIGHT. 

**ThQ Ch>eroke>e8y it aeemSydid not forget the Tehuaeanas, 
but held them to strict account — determined to take re- 
venge en them for their interference in the engagement 
with the Wacos — as the sequel will show. To this end it ap- 
pears, early in the summer of 1830, they armed and equipped 
one hundred and twenty cf their bravest and best 
fighters, who marched upon one of the principal villages 
of the enemy. 

**The Tehuacanas, like the Waccs, had several princi- 
pal villages, favorite resorts, from some peculiarity, as fine 
springs of water, abundance of buffalo, etc. One of them, 
and perhaps their most esteemed locality, was at the south- 
ern point of the hills of the same name, now in the upper 
edge of Limestone County. Around these springs there is 
a large amount of loose limestone on the surface, as well as 
in the hills, and the whole surrounding country is one of 
rare beauty and loveliness. . 

''The Tehuacanafi had erected several small enclosures 
of these loose stones, about thi*ee feet high, leaving occas- 
ional spfices some two feet square, resembling the mouths 
of furnaces. Over the tops they threw poles and spread 
buffalo hides, and when attacked, their women, old' men and 
children, would seek refuge in the same, and lying flat on 
the ground, would send their arrows and bullets through 
these apertures whenever an enemy came in range. From 
the attacks of small arms, such a protection, however primi- 
tive, was generally quite effective. 

''This party of Cherokees, having been informed of the 
locality of this place, and the value set upon it by the Te- 
huacanas, and knowing that it was a considerable distance 
from the Wacos, determined to seek it out and there wreak 
vengeance upon those who had by their own act called 
forth feelings of hostility. Ouided by an Indian who had 
explored the country as a trappper, they reached the place 
in due season. When discovered, the Tehuacanas were en- 
gaged at a play of ball around the little fort. The Chero- 
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kees stripped fcr acticn at once, while *the ball players, 
promptly ceased that amusement, rushed their women and 
children into the retreats, and prepared fcr defense. They 
had quit6 a large village, and outnumbered the Cherokees in 
fighting men. 

''A random fight commenced, the Cherokees using the 
surrounding trees as protection, and taking the matter as 
a business transaction, made their advances from tree* to 
tree with prudence. Their aim, with the 'rest' against the 
trees, told with effect, and one by one, notwithstanding 
their hideous yells and capering to and fro, the Tehuaca- 
nas were biting the dust. 

**The moment one was wounded, unless a very brave fel- 
low, he would crawl into the hiding plaee amon^ the women 
and children, unless, perchance, on his way, a Cherokee 
ball brought him to the cci'ound 

*'The fight continued this way an hour or more, when, 
uponiasignal, the whole hody retired within the breastworks. 
At this time the Cherokees, elated by what they supposed 
to be a victory, charged upon the open holes, ringing their 
victorious war-whoop most furiously. But they were aoon 
convinced that though concealed, the besieged were not 
powerless, for here they received a shower of arrows and 
balls from the hkldeik enemy which tumbled several of their 
braves alongside of those they killed on the other side. Yet, 
excited as they had become, they were not easily convinced 
that prudence in that case was the better part of valor. On 
the contrary, they maintained the unequal contest for some 
time, until one of their old men advised a talk. 

'^They withdrew a short distance and held a consulta- 
tion. Their leaders said they had come there for revenge 
and they would not relinquish their design so long as a 
Cherokee brave was left to fight — ^that to go back to their 
people and report a defeat, would disgrace them — they 
would die en the field rather than bear such tidings. 
'Where there's a will, there's a way' is a trite old adage, 
and at this juncture of affairs, it was verified by the Chero- 
kees. The old man who had advised the 'talk,' nowi made 
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A suggestion, nrhich was seconded by all. He proposed that 
a party shanld be sent off a short distance to cut dry grass 
and bring a load; that nuen, loaded with this material, should 
cautiously approach each hole in the breastworks, fromi the 
sides, using the grass as a shield on the way; that the door 
holes should be stopped up with it, (with new supplies con- 
stantly arriving), and set on fire, by which very simple pro- 
cess thie inmates would be suffocated or compelled to throw 
off the hides and leap out, breathless and more or less 
blinded through the smoke, while the Cherokees, stationed 
around in circles, would have an easy time in butchering 
their astonished red brethren. This was a rich idiea. and de- 
lighted with the anticipated fun on their part, and 
misery among their enemies, the Cherokees speedily made 
all their arrangements and disposed of their fighting men 
to the best advantage. The grass was placed in the re- 
quired position, and at the same moment, set on fire. For 
a moment or two no response was heard from within; but 
very soon the smoke was seen escaping througfh the rocks 
and from under the skins, proving that each little refuge 
was full of tihe strangulating exhalation. To endure such 
a torture long, was beyond human power ; and in a little 
while a doleful howl issued fortli, followed by a signifi- 
cant upheaving of the buffalo -skin roofs, and a rush of the 
gasping victims, blinded by smoke, leaping over the walls^ 
they knew not where. To render the picture more appal- 
ling, the exulting Cherokees S;-t up a terrible yelling, and 
dealt death to the doomed creatures with tbeir guns, toma- 
hawks and scalping knives until oil were slain, or had made 
their escape from the dreadful sacrifice by headlong flight. 
Quite a number of squaws and children, and i>erhaps a few 
men, had been unable to rise, and died from suffocation 
inside the works.'' 

And thus ended this tragic scene in the course of our 
Indian warfare. Comparatively few of the Tehuacanas es- 
caped. The surviving women and children were preserved 
prisoners, and a considerable number of horses, blankets,. 

\, and indeed the entire canip equipage, fell into the 
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handfi of the victors, wh^ returned to their people on Red 
River in triumph, displaying not on]y their booty, but a 
large nxunber of the greatest of all Indian symbols of 
glory, scalps. 

While no serious troubles from Indians appear to hava 
been committed during this and the succeeding year ot 
two, the isolated and extreme border settlers suffered froiA 
occasional thieving forays of tne Wacos and Tahuacanas. 

In November, a party of eleven Wacos entered thd 
settlements some twenty miles west of San Felipe. Thef 
were on foot, and well supplied with ropes and bridles. A 
party consisting of Adam Lawrence, Thomas Stevens, 
Abner Euykendall, Charles Oates, B. Euykendall, Oeorge 
Robinson, William Cooper and five others, yrere sooft coir 
lected to intercept the Indians. Discovering them camped neair 
the house of John Stevens, on Caney- Creek, the settlera 
made a surprise attack at dawn. 

''Favored by a gully, and a dense fog, we approached 
within thirty feet of the Indiana (part of whom bad not yet 
risen), before they perceived us, at which moment we de^ 
livered cur fire.'' As the Indians fled one of tbem shot 
William Cooper through the heart, killing him instantly* 
This caused considerable confusion and delay on the part 
of the settlers. ''Late in the morning," says Euykendall, 
"the trail of the Indians was followed as far as the bottom 
of Caney Creek, five or six hundred yards, some red strips 
marked their course across the prairie and two or three 
conical shaped pieces of rotton wood, with which these In* 
dians are generally provided, to plug their wounds, wera 
picked up on the trail, saturated with blood." The carcass 
of one of these Indians was found in the bottom, and from 
the Mexicans at Tenoxtitlan, some two weeks later, it was 
le&med that seven of them died from their wounds before 
reaching their homes. 

1831 — ^Despite the prohibitory decree of tlie previoua year 
and the forebodings of political troubles, the American 
population of Texas continued to increase — ^numbering about 
-twenty thousand. The most part of these prokibitei tmir 
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grants came, however, under the general prvovisions of the 
law, on their own account, halting east of the Trinity, where 
they fixed homes. 

Having designated their lands, these settlers were an- 
xious for legal possession, and, to that end, ''in 1831 the 
Governor of the State had commmissioned Don Francisco 
Madero as commissioner to issue titles to the settlers on 
and near the region of Liberty/' Justly exercising the 
authority of his position, and most gratify iDg to the people 
of that section, Madero created he municipatlity of Liber- 
ty, appointing Hugh B. Johnson as Alcalde. 

But for this, the Commissioner was arrested and im- 
prisoned, the Alcalde removed and the municipality of 
**Libertad" dissolved — a new Ayuntamiento being set up 
by the despotic and obdurate military satrap, Bradburn, 
with its seat at Anahuac under his immediate surveillance. 
Thus far, this suffices to show the general trendl of the 
events transpiring in, and most affecting, the colonies. 

Fortunate for the otherwise vexed colonists, no serious 
depredations by Indians appear to have been committed at 
this time. However, the year 1831, saya Yoakum, did not 
pass away without being witness to a battle, which, consid- 
ering the number engaged and its results, was the hardest 
contested field in Texas. 

One of the early and unique pioneer characters of Tex- 
as, was Caiaphas E. Ham, born in the year 1803. He was 
an intimate friend and associate of the Bowies in Louisiana, 
and came to Texas in 1830, residing with Colonel James 
Bowie and his beautiful Spanish wife — ^the daughter of Vice 
Governor Veramendi — at the Mission of San Jose, on the 
San Antonio River some four miles below the city. 

Soon after his arrival in Texas, Mr. Ham decided to 
join the Comanche Indians for the purpose of buying horses 
lor the Louisiana nuarket. At that time, 1830, this tribe 
was at peace with the Texans. ''Being in San Antonio 
f roquecitly , " says Ham's narrative, "on almost every occa- 
sion I saw parties of Comanche Indians who came in to 
trade. My desire was to know something of them and the 
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country they wandered over. Cclcnel Bowie at first op* 
posed the scheme, but finding I wa^ determined, he assisted 
me in getting things in good shape. A Comanche chief 
named Ineorroy, came in. An interpreter was -employed 
and a treaty made. I was adopted into the chief's family, 
with an aasurance that I could return to the whites when- 
ever I chose. A supply of powder, balls, butcher knives 
and brass rings, was laid in." The abject in adverting to 
this freak will be seen farther on, when it will be discover- 
ed that this trading expedition had an important bearing 
upon an affair affecting Colonel Bowie. 

**We left San Antonio," continues Ham's narrative, 
^'and started for the chief's camp. I had no care on my 
mind ; in the morning I saddled one horse and packed anoth- 
er — the latter being turned over to the care of my Indian 
mama. 

''About this time a party of Wacos were encamped 
near us. They wanted to trade, and had good horses. In- 
corroy instructed me how to trade — I gave one pint of pow- 
der, eight balls, one plug of tobacco, one butcher knife, 
and two brass rings, for a horse." 

After some five nvonths, Ham received a message 
from Colonel Bowie advising him to return to San Antonio 
at once, as the Mexican Cover nment was preparing to make 
war upon the Indian tribes; and that if found among the 
Comanches be would be killed with them. During his stay 
with the Indians, Ham had gained their friendship com- 
pletely, and had himself become attached to his red friends. 
When he left tho chief, twenty-five warriors escorted him 
to San Antonio. Mr. Ham was convinced that the real mo- 
tive for his recall from the Indiana was an intention on the 
part of the Bowies to re-visit the celebrated silver mine near 
San Saba, which had been discovered, and partially examin- 
ed by Bowie, it lappears, somo time previous to 1831. 

The shaft was about eight feet deep ; the bottom was 
reached by means of steps cut in a live oak Ic^. Bowie 
used his tomahawk in getting possession of some of the ore ; 
which he carried to New Orleans, had it assayed, i^nd it 



76 BORDER WARS OP TEXAS, 

''paxmecl cut" rieh. He soon returccd to San Antonio and 
quietly set about organijdng a eelect little party to revisit 
und examine the mine. Mr. Ham was one of the party se- 
lected. 

These facts are deemed permissible in this connection as 
shedding some light on the thrilling episode to follow. 



BOWIE'S FAMOUS INDIAN FIGHT. 

Perhaps the celebrated engagement known as ''Bowie's 
Indian Fight" is without a parallel on this continent ; cer- 
tainly a more skillful and heroic defense against such ^ear- 
ful odds was never made on Texas soil. 

Organized, equipped and led by the Bowie brothersj the 
little exploring party consisting of Rezin P. and James 
Bowie, David Buchanan, Robert Armstrong, Jesse Wallace, 
Matthew Doyle, Thomas McCaslin, C. E. Ham, James Cor- 
yell, (for whom Coryell county was named), and two ser- 
vant boys, Charles, a negro, and Gonzales, a Mexican, set 
out from San Antonio on November 2, 1831, to locate and 
re^oi>en the long abandoned and lost silver mines of Afana- 
gres, SOMEWHERE, in the vicinity of the old San Saba 
Mission. The secret of the location of this celebrated and 
rich silver mine was well guarded by the Indians, who 
wished to prevent another influx of miners and adventurers 
into their hunting grounds— a condition that brought 
about the fate of the San Saba Mission, when its inmates, 
the miners, and people there congregated, were suddenly 
fell upon and all massacred by the incensed Indians in 1758. 

The little party traveled out and met with no adven- 
ture of note until the 19th, when they were overtaken by a 
party of friendly Comanches, who informed Bowie that a 
large body of hostile Indians were on his trail swearing 
that they would take the scalp of every white man in the 
party. The hostile Indians were the Tetmacanaa, Wacos 
and Caddos, mumiberdng 164 well amned braves. They 
were too strong for Bowie to risk a fight, and' e9en 
when the Comanche chief offered to join Bow^'e with bos 
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band of Bixteen meBy the odds w«T€ so fearful th»t Bowie 
declined the generona offer and presaed forward with the 
intention of reaching the old fort on the San Saba before 
xiight. But the Texana soon etmck a rocky road, and 
their horses' feet were so worn and sore that they were 
compelled to step for the night in a small grove of live 
oaks. This grove was in an open prairie, interspersed with 
rocks and clumps of trees. Near it, on the west, was a 
stream of water, and on the north, a thicket of small trees 
about ten feet high. Into this thieket, and through prick- 
ly pears, tho Tezane cut a road, in order that th«y might 
be prepared for defense in case of an attack by the Indians. 
They then posted sentries and hobbled their horses, btit 
they were not molested until the next morning, when they 
discovered Indiana on their trail before they could g^^t 
ready to depart for the fort. One of tlaie Indians was some 
distance in advance of his comrades. He was on foot with 
his head to the ground, following the trail of the Texans. 
Bowie and his nien flew to arms. The red men gave a loud 
warwhocp and began their preparations for an attack. 
While some of the bucks on horseback were reconnoitering 
the ground, the Texans decided, on account of the fearful 
odds, against them — 164 to 11 — ^to avoid, if possible, a fight 
so unequal and desperate. It was agreed that Resin Bowie 
should go out and parley with the Indians and try to make 
terms of peace. He went, accompanied by David Buchan- 
an. They walked to within forty yards of the enemy's 
line and invited the Indians to send out their chief, so that 
they could have a talk with him. The Indians who had 
been addressed in their own toogue replied with a 
*'How do! How do!" followed by a volley of rifle 
shots, iono of which wounded Buchanan in the leg. 
Bowie replied with the comteofts of his double bar- 
reled shot gun, and pistol, then taking his wounded com- 
rade on his back, started for the camp. The Indians fired 
another volley, and Buchanan was wounded twice more, 
but not mortally. The savages then pursued with toma- 
hawks and were close upon Bowie and his unfortunate 
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companion, ^hen the Tezans charged them with rifles, kill- 
ing four and patting the others to flight. Bowie and his 
men then returned to their positions and for five minutes 
all was quiet. 

Then there came fierce yells from a hill red with In- 
dians, and so near that the Texans could hear the voice 
of the chief as he urged his men to charge. ''Whx) is load- 
ed!" cried the Texan leader. "I am," answered Cephas 
Ham. ''Then shoot thet chief," said Bowie, and Ham 
fired, breaking the leg of the Indian and killing his pony^ 
As the wounded chief went hopping around his horse, four 
of the Texans, who had reloaded, fired, andi he fell. Sev- 
eral of his men, who advanced to bear his body away, were 
killed^ andi the wbole baoid fell back beyond the hill. But 
they soon covered the hill again, bringing up their women^ 
and there was rapid firing on both sides. Another chief, 
advancing on horseback and urging his men forward, was 
killed by James Bowie. Meanwhile a number of the In- 
dians succeeded in getting under the creek bank in the rear 
of the Texans. They opened fire at forty yards distance, 
and Matthew Doyle was shot through the breast, and Thom- 
as McCaslin, running forward to avenge him, was shot 
through the body. The firing then became general from 
all quarters and the Texans, finding themselves too much 
exposed, retreated to the thicket, where they were in point 
blank range of the riflemen under the creek bank and soon 
dislodged them. 

In the thicket the Texans were not only well screen- 
ed, but hiad a clear view of the Indians on the prairie. 
They baffled the savages in their shots, by moving six 
or eight feet the moment they fired, for the only mark for 
the red men was the smoke o^ the Texans' guns, and they 
woxQd immediately put a shower of balls on the spot where 
they saw the smoke. 

After the fight had continued in this way for two 
hours, the Indians saw that they could not dislodge the 
Texans with bullets, and they resorted to fire. By this 
they expected to rout the little party and secure an oppor- 
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ttmity of carrying off their dead and woiind€d under cor^ 
«r of the smoke, for the rifles of the rangers had brought 
down several at every round. They set lire to the d^y grass 
to the windward of the thicket. The flamies mared high 
and rushed forward' with great fury. The Texane cleared 
away the grass around* their wounded comrades and made 
whatever barriers they could against the flames by piling 
up rock and bushes to make a flimsy breastwork. Mean* 
while the Indians, who had succeeded in carrying off their 
dead and wounded under cover of the smoke, returned 
again to the attack. The wind suddenly shifted to the 
north and the red men quick to see the advantage it gave 
them, seized their chance and again set fire to the grasi9. 
The flames went roaring ten feet high toward the thicket, 
while the shouts and yells of the savages rent the air. 

This was the critical moment in the fight. The sparks 
began to fly so fast that no man could open his powder 
horn without danger of being blown to pieces. In case the 
Indians should make a charge under cover of the smoke, 
which was expected, they could give only one effectual 
fire and then rely on their knives. Besides, there was great 
danger from the flames, but as they came to the edge of 
the cleared space around the wounded, those stalwart men 
smothered them with buffalo hides, bear skins and blank- 
ets. 

The savages did not charge, but the fire left so little of 
the thicket that the Texans took refuge in the ring they had 
made around the wounded, and began raising their breast- 
works higher with earth and loose rocks. The Indians, who 
succeeded in removing their dead and wounded from the 
field under cover of the smoke, seeing the Texans were 
still alive and dangerous, became discouraged, and as 
night approached, retired from the field. 

The Texans strengthened their breastworks and filled 
their vessels and skins with water and awaited the attack 
which they expected the following morning. All night 
they heard the savages wailing over their dead and at day- 
light they shot a chief who was mortally wounded, which 
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was according to the custom o' their tribe. They did not 
lienew the attack the next morning, bnt went to a cave 
about a mile away for shelter and to bnry their dead. Two 
of the raogers ventured out of the little fort andi went to 
ibe place where the Indians had spent th« night. Thero 
they counted forty-eight bloody places on the ground where 
the d<ead and wounded Indians had been laid as they were 
brought from the battlefield. 

According to the best authorities, it is estimated that 
the Indians had eighty odd killed and wounded. The In- 
dians themselves admitted they had 52 killed, and half as 
Siany wounded. The Tezans lost one killed and had three 
wounded. The little party remained in their rudely forti- 
fied caonp for eight days after the fight, attending their 
wounded, and watching for an opportunity to slip away 
apd elude pursuit. The homeward journey consumed ten 
days. The manner of their reception is thus pathetically 
told by one of their number — Mr. Ham. 

''The ConiancheSi believing it impossible for eleven 
men to defend themselves successfully against the fearful 
odds of fifteen to one, went into San Antonio and reported 
the almost certain death of Bowie and his party. It was 
the general opinion that the explorers had been massacred. 
Stephen Bowie had arrived in Texas and accepted the re- 
port as true. He was raising a company to avenge the 
aanguinary murder of his two brothers. The shades of night 
bjad fallen on the city. Sad hearts were bewailing the fate 
of the adventurous Americans. A party of men, mostly on 
foot, weary and soiled by travel, entered the streets of the 
Queen City of the West. Some of the men were recog^ 
nized. A about went up ; it was repeated, it spread from 
street to street, from house to house. Stout men quivered 
with excitemeent, tears of joy dimmed bright eyes. Fear- 
less men rushed forward to grasp in friendship and admira- 
tion, the hands of citizens who had proved themselves 
heroes in a contest demanding courage, prudence, endurance 
end all the noble qualities adorning the soldier and the 
l^atriot. 'Bowie's party* have returned! They have won 
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A glorioiui victory!' wag the cry. House to house was illu- 
minated. The i>eople in their heart of hearts decreed them 
* triumph. And wedl they deserved it. The pagies of his- 
tory record but few euch achievements. It stands almost 
alone upon the scenic walls of Fame's grand temple. The 
valorous men who braved their breasts to the assaults of a 
Bavage enemy in overwhelming numbers, who fought with- 
out fear and without hope, and rolled back the tide of bar- 
baric aggression,* should be remembered and honored as 
long as civilization endures aud gratitude has a place in 
the human heart." (Unpublished memoirs of Col. John S. 
Ford.) 

Er^ Long, nothing daunting the brave Bowies, they 
determined to again seek, and yet possess, the coveted 
treasure; and to this end, we are told, they organized and 
equipped tk second, and more f ormidiable expiedition, of some 
thirty men, which was well nigb starting when the Texas 
war for indei>endence ox>ened; amd, true to their patriotic 
promptings, the Bowie brothers were among the first to 
heed the call to arms. They hastened to Oonzales, led at 
Conception, and were among the first to respond to the 
cry, *'Who wiU follow old Ben Milam into San Antonio?" 
Three months later James Bowie fell in the Alamo, be- 
queathing his name Bn>dt heroism to all sujoceedioiig genera- 
tions of Tezans; while Hezm P. Bowie, mourning the un- 
timely fate of his brother, and leader in all matters, of an 
adventurous nature at least, Tetired to his home and estate 
in Louisiana, where he led a profitable and exemplary, but 
leas hazardous, life, till hiis death in New Orleans, January 
17, 3841. 

And thus tragically closed the history of this famous, 
but, perhaps, forever lost, Almagres — since evei* called the 
* 'Bowie Mine," because Bowie was the only American who 
ever knew the secret of its location. **His expedition be- 



»Th# cHteens of Bexar In a memorial to the general enraffoment, stated that within 
7«an-1822 to liS2-nir.«ty seven cittzan*. besides soldiers IdUed in batties, had been 
murdered by hoetile Indiana. 
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g«]i/' 8ay« one, *' under the rainbow of promise, but cl<>sed 
under the cloud ol appallinir diaaster/' 

Since that time, eighty years ago, many other adyentor- 
0118 and enterprising parties have sought in vain to locate 
this mine. The treasure is yet hidden, and will likely re- 
main a mystery. 

The following letter will throw some light on the char- 
acter of the Bowies, and is here appropriately inserted: 

New Orleans, La. May 3, 1889. 
Mr. Jas. T. DeShields, 

Dear Sir :- 
I am, as you have been informed, connected with the 
Bowies, being the grand-daughter of Col. Bezin P., and 
grand niece of Col. James Bowie; and as such I thank you 
for your kind intentions in regard to them. Some ** penny 
-a-liners" more fit to write for five cent, blood and thunder, 
aensational publications, than for history, have seen fit to 
describe them as pirates, border ruffians and characters of 
such ilk, simply because Grand-father originated the knife 
}>earinig ihde (name ; and that for use oaily as a hunting kimfe. 
The Bowies were men of honor, audi gentlemen, xK)S6es8in!g 
both intelligence and handsome physiques. They loved ad- 
venture and excitement of a legitimate nature; they never 
sought quarrels, for they were peaceful and amiable, but 
fear had no home in their souls; and combined with a just 
idea of their own rights, was the courage to defend them. 

Not ooly were they heroes, but the sons of a hero, for 
their father, Rezin Bowie, Sr.,wa8oneof Gen. Marioai's men, 
and their mother was of sterling worth. She met her hus- 
band in Georgia, during the Revolution, when with the 
spirit of a patriot, she was nursing back to life the defend- 
ers of her country. 

I haindled yionir lerttber to my brother, (Major John S. 
Moore, 167 Gravier St.) and would advise you to address 
him i>ersonally, he is often in receipt of such requests as 
yours. 

My mother is living, and with my brother, she is the 
only living child of my grand-father. Uncle James left no 
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8HAWNEE8 OUTWIT 00MANCHK8. 

In 1832 a party of fiT€ hundred Comanches came in- 
to San Antonio. At that time a party of Shawnees, twenty- 
five in Dfoanher, were eincaniped in the hills, about thirty- 
live miles north of the town. A Comacehe Indian attemp- 
ted tio carry off one of the Shawnee wcmen, who was m 
the town. She fled to her own people, gave them informa- 
tion of what occurred, and they prepared an ambush for 
their enemies at a point where they expected them to en- 
camp. The Comanches came as anticipated, and took off 
their packs. Just at this time, the Shawnees opened fire 
on them; and though they rallied often, so deadly was the 
effect and so secure the position of the attacking party, 
that the Comanches at last fled, leaving one hundred and 
seventy-five dead on the field. The discomfitted party 
returned to San Antonio, and the Mexican authorities sent 
out a force to assist them ; but the Shawnees had made good 
their retreat, and thus far escaped the wrath of the exas- 
perated Comanches.* 

It will be remembered that at this period, and perhaps 
during the next few years, the. Comanches were on friendly 
tenns with the Aonerieanfl.** We have seen thiat a large 

»T«lc8tmpli «Bd T«XM Rcglator. Aos. 14, 1889. 

**A]tlMMi8lith«ComuiehMfrtqa«ntl3rimld«dtheM«ixleanMttl«ni«ota akng th« Rio 
Gnnde, kflliiv raaeherot and capturinff women and ehlk|ran. dnrinir th« first jraan of tho 
BtaMftMnth eentniT. thojr wero all alone friendly to the Amoiican aettlon. and no Mrioos 
hoetliitlea ean be chained to this tribe prevkme to about 1884-3S. Ample evidenee can be 
produced that these faidlani maintained their friendship for the Americans till provoked to 
hostility. David G. Bnmet. afterward prominent in the political affairs of Teacas. lived with 
the Comanches from 1817 to 1819, and ffives them a good reputation. Likewise. Gen. 8. F. 
Anstln had ample demonstrations of their honorable intentions and friendly feelings toward 
the American settlers. And it may be remembered that late as 1881. the people of Gonsalea 
g«vo a barbecue dinner to about one hundred Comanches— the ladles of that then village ae- 
sisting In serving the repast and entertaining their swarthy visitors: who after regaling 
thwiitt**— , mounted their horses and departed, with mutual expressioBs of good wilL Bat 
this. In marked eontrast with all that soon follows eonoeming the Comanches and their at- 
tttude toward the whites. Once provoked to hostility, they commenced a most cruel, and 
bloody warfa u te w ag ed with relen t less severity for nearly half a century against the settle 
ments In Tesaa. Whether true or not. It is said the Comanches were first provoked to en- 
mity by a company of FVench traders from New Orleans, enronte to Santa Fe, and who 
gave po i soned bread to a begging party of Conanches. The fatal results following greatly 
incenaed the Indiana, who thereupon determined on revenge, and declared war upon the 
wWfeas in general. 
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delegation of this tribe met Sam Houston, as Indian agent 
of the United States, in friendly council at San Antonio dur- 
ing the last days of this year or the first of 1833. '^ Dur- 
ing 1833 and 1834," says Kenney, ''their name does not ap- 
pear in the hostilities ascribed to known tribes, but In- 
dian hostilities in general, would blacken many pages." 



BATTLE OF VELASCO. 

Recurring to x>olitical affairs, and further noticing the 
warlike commotions of the Americans and Mexicans, in the 
•colonies, during this year, it will be seen that Bradburn, 
the Mexican commandant at Anahuac, in violation of civil 
law, arrested and imprisoned, seventeen colonists, including 
Wm. B. Travis, Samuel T. Allen and Patrick C. Jack. The 
settkra flew to arms, hastened to Anahuac and demand- 
ed their release. This was promised in return for the sur- 
render of twenty of Bradburn 's soldiers who had been cap- 
lured. The soldiers were delivered, the settlers meanwhile 
retiring to Turtle Bayou, where they held a mass meeting 
June 13, at which they passed resolutions denouncing Bus- 
tamente, and pledging support to the Mexican Constitution 
of 1824, and the ''patriot Oen. Santa Anna." The commis- 
sioners sent to receive the Texan prisoners were denied! ad»- 
mission to the fort and were fired on. It was recognized 
that nothing further could he done without cannon and re- 
infiorcements. John Austin, in command of a detail of men, 
was sent to Brazoria for both. 

During his absence. Col. Piedras, commander at Nac- 
ogdochee and Bradburn 'a military superior, arrived at An- 
ahuac, set Travis and his companions at liberty, and re- 
moved Bradburn from office. Not knowing what was 
traoispiring at Anahuac, John Austin, with one bam- 
dred aoH) twelve men and a schooner, carryiuig catn- 
non, started from Brazoria. When they reached Velasco 
the Mexican officer, Ugartechea, in command at that post, 
zefused to permit the schooner to pass. Thereupon was 
fought the battle of Velasco, the first collision between the 
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colomsta and Mexican ooldiery in which blood was ahed in reg- 
ular warfare, much more of an actual conflict tiban the battle 
of San Jacinto, flour ^ears later, aoid one of the most bril- 
liant actioBiB ever fought within the limits of the United 
estates — equal in point of success to the exploit of Dick 
Dowling and his men at Sabine Pass during the war be- 
tween the States, and inferior only to the defense of tho 
Alamo by Travis and his comrades in 1836. 

False rumors of occurrences in Toxas reaching Mexioo, 
where Santa Anna was engaged in a struggle with the 
tyrant Bustamente for the crupreimacy, Santa Anna im- 
mediately despatched to Texas, Gen. Jose Antonio Mexia, 
with four hundred infantry and five armed vessels to learn 
what the intentions of the Texans were. Stephen F. Aus- 
tin, while at Victoria, the capital of Tamaulipas, learned 
of this expedition and: hastened to Matamoras, where he 
joined Mexia and proceeded with him to the mouth of the 
Brazos. Mexia visited Brazoria, San Felipe and other 
places, and was thoroughly convinced that the Texans were 
loyal «to the Repuibliic esod genuine supporters of the liberal 
canise. A bamquiet was given in his hicaior, at which speeches 
were made glowing with patriotic enthusiasm and toasts 
were drunk to Santa Anna. He then returned to Mexico, 
taking with him most of the troops stationed in the coast 
country and at San Antonio. Shoitly thereafter James W. 
Bullock and three hundred men demamded that Piedras 
declare for Santa Amna. Hedtrafi refused. A brisk fight 
ensued, with the result that Piedras retired with his forc- 
es, or rather retreated from his post at Nacogdoches during 
the night, to the Angelina River, where he was oyer- 
taken by a detachment of colomisrts, under James Bowie, 
to whom he surreodieredMhis ^Idlers at once shouting, 
''Loaig live Santa Axmal'' 

Tlbeae remarks make permissible, extracts £rom a re- 
cently discovered and highly interesting letter, penned by 
the empresario, Alex. S. Thompson, colleague and partner 
with Sterling C. Robertson of the famous ^^ Nashville Com- 
pany," afterwards known as *' Robertson's Colony." 
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The organization of this company was fully perfected 
in 1830, and the following year Thompson came out to the 
colony bringing his family. Nashville subsequently be- 
came the capital of Milam County for several years, and 8 
fcon, W. D. Thompson, was the first county clerk in 1837. 
The ruins of his honne onay yet Ye seen on the site of this 
old town. Another son, ''Mac" Tboanpeon, was one of the 
seventeen unfortunate Meir prisoners who drew the black 
bea^us, amd were shot. Alex S. Thompson lived many years 
in ^urledon county, where he died in 1863, aged seventy- 
eight years. But to the letter: 

Texas, Austin Colony, Aug. 5, 1832. 
My Dear Son :- 

I suppose you have seen in the public prints something 
of our commotions, and no doubt Felt anxious for us. A few 
weeks ago the clouds o^ war hung thick over us, but now 
are all dispersed, and more prosperous times are approach- 
ing tham ever have: been seem in this ooumtry. 

Our commotions in this colony arose from Colonel 
Bradburn having taken four or fi>Ve Ameroioacis of the dSa- 
tricl in which he lived, and put them in confinement. 

The alcalde of said district went to him and demand- 
ed them, wishing! to have them tried by the civil authori- 
ties. He re^'used, but at length agneed that the Ayuoite- 
mento md^giht try them, which they did, and set them at 
liberty. 

A short time afterwards, Bradburn had them again in 
confinement. This irritated the people of this colony, and 
a good many of them volunteered and went down to Brad- 
bum and demanded the prisoners. He required time to de- 
liberate, which they granted, but it is said he sent off for 
help, and then refused, after forfeiting his honor. Our 
men then) sent on for all the cannon that was in the colony, 
which they got and put on board a vessel at Brazoria, 
but the OokxEnel that oocnmainjded at the mouth of the Braz- 
os, would not let them pass. They then attacked the fort 
and after a fight of eight hours the fort surrendered, hav- 
ing fired ninety rounds of artillery and 4,000 musket shots. 
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Our vessel dischargecL 116 rounds of caimon. I have not 
learned how many rifk balls, but such bold militia I have 
nev€r heard of before. 

They stood in th€ oi)en prairio and fought without 
cover, and even marched up in thirty-two paces of the 
month of th€ cannon and shot the Spaniards as fast as they 
approached to fire. It is said there were 150 in the fort and 
190 of our men. They killed six of our men and we killed 
thirty four and wounded, I think about forty. 

About that time Colonel Piedras, who commanded at 
Nacogdoches, went to our army on the Trinity and* treated 
with them and went down to Bradburn and arrested him 
and delivered all the prisoners to them, which they passed 
over to the civil power. 

The men thus attained their abject, and returned home 
peaeeably, first showing the military that the constitutioa 
abould be adhered to and the civil power rule. 

Soon after this. Colonel Austin, who was in the in^ 
terior, came on with a colonel in Santa Anna's service and 
was joined by the whole colony. They sent on expresses to 
the different garrisons, which had already consented to join 
them. 

Austin says as soon as the legislature meets, the State 
will declare in favor of Santa Anna. 

I do not suppose they will have aaiy more fighting here. 
It is now past a doubt that Santa Anna will gain his point. 
Oeneral Teran ims killed hin-self, and I have understood 
nearly all his army that were not kdU^ed have joioied Santa 
Anna, who now holds all the ports of entry, and commands 
all the revenue. He has men and money plenty, while the 
other side is destitute of money, and their men are con- 
tinually deserting them and joining Santa Anna. 

Santa Anna is said to be a true republican, and deter- 
mined not to lay down his arms without republicanism pre- 
vails. He has declared himsel^ in favor of religious tolera- 
tiooi and free emigration, whieb are two things very desirable 
for this country, and so soon as that takes place, our coun* 
try will begin to flourish. We shall then have the right 
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kind of people to settle our rich prairies, and bottom lands, 
and those of us who have ventured and suffered so much 
will then be repaid for all our toils and troubles. • • • 

Alex S. Thompson. 



AD LAWRENCE'S FAMOUS LEAP. 

In the summer of 1832 occurred an adventure, that sl^ 
told by the hero in his own homespun phrase, affords the 
mind's eye. a glimpse of the Texas of old, and its inhaibi- 
tants of renown. The hero ir. qutestdoia was Adam or 
^*Ad" Lawrence, a gift of Temnessee to Texas, I beldeve, aowl 
who first settled near the beadwateirs of <the Tmnity River 
about 1829. 

Certainly no man could have been by nature better 
adapted to the professioin be had chosen. Though modest 
In manner, simple and unaffected in laoiguage, and of kind 
and gentle disposition, he was athletic in body, undaunted 
in .spirit, and inured to hardships. He was especially fit- 
led to risk the dangers of frontier life. 

About 1888 or 1839< Lawrence settled on the south side 
of Brushy Creek, ahonit four miles west from what was 
known, as the ''Hole in the Rock," in Williamson coun4^, 
and where he died in 1880, at the ripe age of ninety years. 
A nephew, Q. W. Lawjrence, mlay still reside in the vicinity. Ad 
Lawrence is said to have been the first white man who 
crossed Broshy Creek Sit the place GOOGe knowKL as ''Law- 
rence's Crossing." He was nut only a brave and daring 
Indian fighter, but one of the most expert mustang ropers 
that ever threw a lariat in Texas. On the occasion. re- 
ferred to, Lawrence and three companions went out "mus- 
tanging." Far out into the broad prairie. a herd of about 
one hundred mustangs was sighted, feeding on the tall, lux- 
uriaoit grass. Aa they cautiously approached, the horses 
showed DO signs of flight. Comfing neareo*, thie hue.- 
tesrs prudently halted, being much surprised that the ani- 
mals exhibited no signs of alarm. An instant later and the 
anomaly was explained in rathf^r a surprising manner. Says 
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Adf: ''The lon^ grass of the prairie euddeiily became aUve 
with Indians. There was one to each pony, and they all 
mounted at a jump and made for ns at full speed, coiling 
their lariats as they rode. Th^ere was no time for swapping 
liorses, 80 we all turned tail and made a straight shoot for 
the nearest settlement on the Trinity, about ten miles off. 
Our animals were all fine, but the nag I rode was a black 
mare, a little ahead of anything in the country for speed 
and bottom. We rather left them the first three miles, 
but then their ponies began to show themselves. I tell you, 
you've no idea how much an Indian can get out of those 
mustangs. Instead of being a weight to them, they seem to 
help them along, and they kept up such a fearful yelling, 
Spears Mke you moght have heard them to Red River. We 
noticed that they divided, one half striking of^ to the Left, 
and we soon found out the reason, for we quickly came to 
the bank of a deep gully or ravine, which had to be head* 
ed; it couldn't be crossed. They knew every inch of the 
ground, and one party made straight for the head of the 
ravine, while the balance struck in below to cut us off 
in that direction. 'Twas no use talking — ^we had to ride 
about a quarter of a mile to the left, right in their very 
faces, and head that branch. My nag was still tolerably 
fresh ; the others were beginning to blow right smartly. I 
rode just fast enough to keep in the lead. I didn't care 
particularly about getting off without knowing what be- 
came of my companions. Just as I came to the head of the 
hollow, the Indians were within about a hundred yards, 
and yelling awfully. 

''They thought they had us sure. I gave my mare the 
rein and just touched her with my spur, and turned the 
comer with about fifty arrows whizzing about my ears. 
One stuck in my buckskin jacket, and one in my mare's 
neck. You may believe she didn't go any slower for that — 
for a while I thought she cleared about twenty feet at a 
jump. Soon as I got headed right again, I looked around 
to see what had become of the others. One look showed 
me. They were all down. About balf of the redskins had 
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stopped to finish them, and the balance were coming for 
me like red hot lightning. I felt kinder dizzy-like for a 
minute, and then straightened up and determined to get 
away if I could. I hadn't much fear, if I didn't have to 
head another branch. I could see the timber of Trinity 
three miles away, and I gave my mare her own head. She 
had been powerful badly scared, and had been working 
too hard, and she was puffing a good deal. 

^'I managed to pull out the arrow which was sticking 
in her neck. Then I worked off my heavy buckskin coat, 
which was flopping about with the arrow sticking in it, 
catching a good deal of wind, and threw it away. I kept 
on about a mile further without gaining or losing much. 
Then I made up my mind to stop and let my nag blow a 
little, because I knew if I didn 't she couldn 't hold up much 
longer. So I pulled up, and alighted and looked around. 
Seemed as if the whole country was alive with Indians. 
About forty in a bunch a few hundred yards behind, and 
one not a hundred yards off. I loosened my saddle girth 
BC she coidd breathe good, took my bridle in my left hand, 
and pulled my butcher knife with my right. It was the 
only weapon I had; I had dropi)ed my rifle when I got 
dizzy. The Indian was game. He never stopped until he 
got within ten feet of me. Then he throwed away his bow, 
jumi>ed off, and came at me with a long knife like mine. 
There wasnt time for a long fight. I had made my calcula- 
tions, and he was too sure he had me. He ran full against 
my knife and I left him laying there. I heard an awful 
howl from the others, and I pulled off my heavy boots, 
tightened my girth, and mounted. A few minutes more 
and I struck the timber of the Trinity, and then made the 
best of my way to the river. 

''I knew that for miles, up and down, the banks were 
bluffs and fifteen or twenty feet high. Where I struck 
the river they were fifteen. I knew if my mare wouldnt 
take the leap I had to do it without her. She stopped an 
instant and snorted once or twice; but, hearing the sava- 
ges yell close behind, she took the juonp. Down, down we 
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from the politieal horizon of Mexico, and portending ehang^ 
eB which time alone could comprehend or develop. The 
little portentioTiB clouds gradually expanded and gathered 
blackness, until the year 1835, when tbe atorm hrofcevjolent- 
ly upon the confederacy; and Texas, resolute to resist the 
imposition of a military despotism, was driven to her final 
and well consummated declaration of independence in 1836. 

Viewing the events of this period from the vantiige 
point of today, they are seen to be the seeds from which 
sprang the wonderful future that followed. 

Briefly- noting the irecords of this year, we find that 
both the American and the Mexican population of Texas 
were clamorous for a separate state government: Jose de 
la Garza, Augel Navarro, Jose Casianjo, Manual Ximenes^ 
Joee Aiugel Segudm, Joee M. Zambrano, and Tignacio Ara- 
cha, all prominent and influential citizens of San Antonio, 
addressed a memorial to the Congress of Ck)ahuila and Tex* 
as, in which they called attention to the necessity for a sei>- 
arate state government for Texas, and reform of the land 
laws; and at some length reviewed conditions with regard 
to Indian hostilities. They said that Bexar (San Antonio,^ 
was founded in 1693, and La Bahia (Goliad,) and Nacog- 
doches in 1717; that in the time that had elapsed, the 
presidios of San Saba, San Marcos, Trinidad and otheor 
milEtiary scttlemecits Km the rivers Brazos, Colorado, and 
Guadalupe, had been formed aiDid later disappeared* with 
the settlements that surrounded them, in some instances ev* 
cry soul being murdered by the savages, the Government 
having utterly failed to redeem its pledges to protect those 
who would undertake to people and civilize the wilderness; 
that since the year 1821 ninety-seven citiaene of Bexar, LaBa* 
hia and the new town of Gonzales, had been killed by In* 
dians, exclusive of soldiers who perished in various exi>edi- 
tions; that further west, settlements had suffered more, and 
that all were threatened with destruction by the Coman* 
ches, who were taking advantage of all troops having been 
withdrawn from Texas, in consequence of military opera* 
tions in Mexico. The memorialists further said that the 
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cmly body of goldiers in Texas conaiated of seventy men sup- 
ported bj volimtaiy contributions of citizens of San An- 
tonio. 

The memorial to the Federal Congress drawn up and 
lidopted by, the American settlers of Texas in convention 
assembled at San Felipe de Austin, in April 1833, and for- 
^^arded to the capital by commissioner Stephen F. Austin, 
painted even a darker picture : ' ' The history of Texas, from 
Its earliest settlement to the present time exhibits a series 
of practical neglects and indif f eraices ttx> all her peculiar in- 
terests on the part of each successive government which has 
liad control of her political desptmies. • • • • • Bexar, 
the ancient capital of Texas, presents a faithful, but gloomy 
l^icture of her general want of protectioo, and exucoarage- 
went, ^tuated in a fertile, picturesque, and healthful re- 
gion, and established a century and a half ago, (within 
which period i)opulous and magnificent cities have sprung 
into existence), she exhibits lonly the decrepitude of age 
— sad testimonials of the absence of that political guard- 
itaship which a wise government should always bestow up- 
on the feebleness of its exposed frontier settlements. A 
hnndredl «Dd seventeen yea«r8 have elapsed since Goli- 
ad and Nacogdoches assumed the distinctive name of 
towns, and they are still entitled only to the diminutive ap- 
pellation of villages. Other militaiy and missionary estab- 
lishments have been attempted but, from the same defect of 
protection and encouragement, they have been swept away, 
and scarcely a vestige remains to rescue their locations 
from oblivion. 

« 

'^ Bexar is still exposed to the depredations of her an- 
cient enemies, the insolvent, vindictive, and faithless Gom- 
anches. Her citizens are still massacred, their cattle de- 
stroyed or driven away, and their very habitation threat- 
%smd by a tribe of erratic and undisciplined Indians, whose 
long continued aggressions have invested them with a ficti- 
tious and excessive terpor. Goliad is still kept in con- 
stant trepidation ; is paralyzed in all her efforts for improve- 
nent; and is harassed on all her borders by the predatory 
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iucursionfl of tbe Wacos, and other insignificant bands of 
savages, whom a well organized local government wonld 
soon sQbdne and ezteimixnte." 

But we mnst desist, lest this should assume the pro- 
portions of a disquisition, involving the reader in the laby- 
rinths of Mexican politics. Rather cuir purpcse is to re- 
count the more stirring episodes of bordeo* warfare — horri- 
ble and atrocicus as are the details in most instances. 



SOALPING OF WILBABGEB. 

Many incidents in Texas history illustrate the verity 
otf the sayang that, '*Truith is strangeir than fiction," but 
none i>erhaps, so forcibly as the circumstances of the scalp- 
ing of Wilbarger — since their dramatic interest includes an 
occurrence as remarkable, if indeed not as mysterious, as 
any! to be found within the range of spiidtualistic and psy- 
chological literature. 

Among the sturdy emigrants to Austin's Colony, was 
Josiah Wilbarger, a native of Bourbco couaity, Keu'tucky, 
who came with his young bride and his father-in-law, Le- 
mam Baker, £rom LineolDi county, Missouri in 1828. 

In March, 1830, a£ter a couple of years spent in what 
is now Matagorda and Colorado counties, Wilbargeir loca- 
ted his headright league ten miles above Bastrop on the 
Colorado, amd with his wife, balby, and two c»r three tran- 
sient young men, removed to that then extreme and great- 
ly expcccd secticn, and erected his cabin. Here, for 
a 'time, he was the outside settler, but soon other fear- 
less pioneers located along the river, some below, others 
above — ^the elder Reuben Homsby becoming, and for several 
years remaining, the outside sentinel of American civiliza- 
tion in that direction. **Mr. Wilbarger," says Brown, "lo- 
cated various lands for other parties in that section, it be- 
ing Austin's secocd grant above the old San Antonio and 
Nacogdoches road, which crossed at Bastrop." 

Early m August, 1833, Wilbarger, in company with 
Otrifltiaai, -a fiurveyoir, aomI three young men, Strother, Stand- 
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ifer and Hank, rode out from Hotrceily's to lock at the 
country and locate lands. On reaching a point near Walnut 
Creek, some five or six miles northwest of where the pres- 
ent capital city now stands, they discovered an Indian on 
£ neighboring ridge, watching their movements. He was 
hailed with signs of friendship, but as the party approach- 
ed, the Indian rode away, pointing towards a smoke rising 
from a cedar brake to the west. After a short pursuit, fear- 
i^g they were being decoyed into a large camp of hostile 
Indians, the whites halted, held a short consultation, and 
at once determined to jeturn to Homsby's. On Pecan 
SpriiDg branch, some four miles east of Austin, and in 
sight of the present dirt road leading from Austin to Ma- 
nor, they stopped to refresh' themselves and horses. ** Wil- 
barger, Christian and Strother unsaddled and hoppled their 
horses, but Hanie and Standi fer left their animals saddled 
and staked theon to graze." While the men 'were eatings 
they were suddenly charged upon by about sixty savages, 
who had quietly stolen up afoot under cover of the brush 
and timber, leaving their hordes In the rear, and out of 
sight. The trees near them were small and afforded but 
little protection. However, each man sprang behind one 
and promptly returned the fire. Strother had been mortal- 
ly wounded at the first fire, and now Christian was struck 
with a ball, breaking has thigh borne. Wilbairger 6x><^a33ig 
to the side of Christian, set him up against his tree, primed 
his loaded gun, and jumped again behind his own tree — 
receiving in the operation a flesh wound in the thigh and 
an arrow through the calf of his leg; and scarcely had he 
regained the protection of his tree, when his other leg was 
pierced with an arrow. Meantime, the steady fire and dead- 
ly aim of the whites had telling effect, causing the Indians 

to withdraw some distance and out of range. Up to this 

time Hanie and Standifer had bravely helped to sustain the 

tinequal eontfst, but now, seeing that Strother was dying. 

Christian perhaps moartally, and Wilbarger badly, wounded, 

they took advamtage of the opportunity to secure and 
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mount their horses. Wilbarger, seeing hunself thus de- 
serted, and his horse having broke away and fled, im- 
plored the two men to stay with him and fight; but if they 
would iDot, to allow him to moaint behigad) onei of Ijiem. 
Just then, however, seeing the enemy <agai<n flpppoaehing, 
they fled at full speed, leaving Wilbarger to his fate. '*The 
Indians," says Brown, ''one havinf^ monxnited Chirifltian's 
horse, encircled him on all sides. He had seized the guns 
of the fallen men, and just as he was taking deliberate aim 
at the mounted warrior, a ball entered his neck, paralyz- 
ing him, so that he fell to the ground and was at the mercy 
of the wretches. 

With exultant yells the Indiaaie aaow rushed upcm, aaafd 
Snipped' hikn (nakied, aiid passing a knife entirely around 
his head, tore off the scalp. Though helpless and apparent- 
ly dead, the poor man was fully conscious of all that tran- 
tspired, and afiterw«ards, in recounting the thrilling experi- 
ence, said that while no pain was perceptible, the removing 
of his scalp sounded like the Ofmimous trctaar aod peal of dij^ 
tant thunder. Ihe three men were stripped, Christiap) amd 
Sirother scalped aaid! their throtatBcut^and} all lefit for deiad; 
after which the savag<:8 retired. 

Wiltarger lay in a dreamy, semi-conscious condition 
till late in the evening, when the loss of blood finally aroused 
him. Crazed with the pains o^* his numerous wounds, and 
consumed by an intolerable thirst, he put forth the little 
remaining vitality in an endeavor to reach the spring near- 
by, which he at last accomplished, dragging himself into 
the water, where he lay for some time, till chilled and quite 
numb, he crawled out on dry land, and fell asleep. When 
he awoke he found the flow of blood from his wounds had 
ceased, but, horrors! exposed in the hot sun, the detestable 
**blow flies" had infested and literally covered his scalp 
and other wounds. Again slakinig his thirst from- the lim- 
pid little stream and partially appeasing his hunger with a 
few snails he chanced to find, he felt refreshed, and as 
night approached, determined to travel as far as he could in 
the direction of Homsby's. But poor ican, he did not re^ 
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Alize his enfeebled condition from pain and losa of 
blood. After many efforts he arose and staggered 
along for i)erhap8 a quarter of a mile, when he 
sank to the earth thoroughly exhausted, and almost lifeless, 
at the foot of a large post oak tree. Here, naked and ex- 
posed to the chilling night air, he lay, suffering intensely 
from cold, and unable to move, till revived by the warm 
sunshine of the following day. 

On arriving at Homsby's, the two men, Standifer and 
Hanie, told how the Indians had attacked and killed all 
three of their companions ; and how they had narrowly es- 
caped. A messenger was at once despatched to warn the 
settlers below, and also for aid, which however, could not 
be expected before the following day. 

AiDd (Dio,w we will r^ate a miost miarveloai-s cojDicidoDice of 
jcia>cum-tajiices — ^mcideiats at once sa mysiberious fimd super- 
(oatoral aa to excite credhilt'ty cif belief, werie it aat for itbe 
thigh chlaracteT^ and kziiowiDi veraicifty of those, wbo tci their 
dyibg day, vouichied ifcr .tlhidr truth: 

During the night — that long and agonizing night — as 
Wilbarger lay under the old oak tree, **in a state of semi- 
consciousness, visions flitting through his mind bordering 
on the marvelous and the supernatural," he distinctly saw, 
atanding before him, the spirit of his sister, Mrs. Margaret 
Clifton, who had died the day befoire in FlcirisiaiDit, St. Louds 
county, Missouiri.* Speakimg gently, she said:- ** Brother 
Josiah, you are too weak to go in alone! Remain here and 
friends will come to aid you before the setting of another 
sun." And then moved off in the direction of the settlements, 
Wilbarger piteously calling, ''Margaret! Stay with me." 
But the appa^rition vanished. 

That night, and about the same hour — ^midnight — ^Mrs. 



» John H«iinr Brown nyi: "Mn. CUftoii diad tlM d«]r tefon at FTorinat, St. Loaii 
ity. If iMoari. From tlM OMUtjr post-offie* Inpt bf my nude. Capt. Wm. K«rr. I bora 
:ttt Ufttmt, markad *la hMU". writtM bgrllr.CliftM«»h<rfBth«r iafonniiwhimaf h«r 
itik" 
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Homsby awoke from a most vivid and startling dressn, in 
"whifch sbe beheld WiUbarger, alive, scalped, bleeding and 
naked, at the foot of a tree. Her hnsband assuring her that 
dreams were always unreal; and the utter impossibility of 
this one being true, she again slumbered — till about three 
o'clock, when she again awoke, intensely excited, and aroee 
saying, '*! saw him again! Wilbargej is not diead! Go to 
the poor man at once;" and so ccoifideTiit was Mns. Horrusby,. 
she refused to retire again, but busied herself preparing an 
early breakfast, that there might be no delay in starting ta 
Wilbarger's relief. As the nearest neighbors arrived in the 
morning, Mrs. Homsby repeated to them her dual vision 
and urged them in a most serious manner, to go to Wilbar> 
ger in all haste. The relief party consisted of Reuben 
Homsby, Joseph Rogers, John Walters, Webber, and others* 
After quite a search from the vague directions of the two 
excited men who had escaped from the scene, they finally 
found the bodies of Christian and Strother; ard presently 
discovered a most ghastly object— a mass of blood — causing 
them to hesitate and .clutch their guns; whereupon the 
overjoyed man arose, beckoned, and finally managed to say 
— *' Don't shoot, friends ; it's Wilbarger, come on." As 
they approached he sank down and called out, *' Water t 
Water!" and when revived, spoke of his sister who had visit- 
ed him during the night and so kindly had gone for help 
which he knew would) come — firmly believing he had seen 
and conversed with her in reality. With the sheets provid- 
ed by Mrs. Hornsby for that purpose, the bodies o^ Stroth- 
er and Christian were wrapped and left till the following^ 
day, when the party again went out, and buried thesn. In 
another sheet Wilbarger was wrapped and placed on a horse 
in front of Mr. Homsby, who, placing his arms around him,, 
sustained him in the saddle and bore him to the hospitable 
home and tender cares of Mrs. Homsby, that saintly moth- 
er and ministering angel of the frontier. His scalp wound 
was dressed in bear's oil, and after a few days of tender 
nursing, the great loss of blood preventing febrile tenden- 
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ci^s/ he was sufficiently recoyerecl to Le placed on a sled 
and convey^ed to his own cabin. 

Rapidly Wilbarger recovered his usual health, and lived 
for eleven years, prospering, and accumulating a handsome 
estate. But his skull, bereft of the inner membrane and so 
long exposed to the sun, never entirely covered over, neces- 
sitating artifical covering, and eventually caused his death, 
hastened, as his physician. Dr. Anderson, thought, by acci- 
dentally striking his head against the upper portion of a low 
door frame of his gin house, causing the bone to exfoliate, 
exposing the brain and producing delirium. He died at his 
home in 1845, survived by his wife and five children. His 
widow, who "afterward toarried Tolbert Chambers, was the 
second time bereft, and died a widow in Bastrop in 1896. 
The eldest son, John Wilbarger, a most gallant ranger un- 
der Ck)l. **Rip" Ford, was killed by Indians in the Neuces 
River country, in 1847. Harvey Wilbarger, another s'on, 
lived to raise a large family. One married daughter lives 
at Georgetown, and another at Belton, Texas. Of the 
brothers ard sisters of Josiah Wilbarger, who came to 
Texas in 1837, J. W. Wilbarger, (Author of ''Indian Depre- 
dations in Texas") died near Round Rock in 1890, and 
**Aunt Sallie" Wilbarger, long resided at Georgetown, 
where she died several years since. Another sister who be- 
came the wife of Col. W. C. Dalrymple, died many years 
ago, and still another — Mrs. Lewis Jones, — died on the way 
to Texas. Matthias, a brother, was a noted surveyor, and 
died of smallpox at Georgetown in 1853. 

William Hornsby died in 1901, near Austin, and his par- 
ents many years before. The beautiful home and fertile 
Hornsby farm is still owned by surviving members of the 
family. 

So far as we can ascertain, this was the first blood 
shed in that part of the State (in what is now Travis county), 
at the hands of the implacable savages, but it was ''the be- 
ginning, however," says Wilbarger, "of a blocdj^ era which 
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^&s soon to dawn upon the people of the Colorado/'* 

**The vifii<>n," eonthixies Willarger, **ii^hich impress- 
ed Mrs. Horn^sby, was spoken of far and wide through the 
colony fifty years ago; her earnest manner and) perfect 
confidence that Wilbarger was alive, in connection with 
her vision and its realization, made a profound impression 
on the men present, whc spoke of it everywhere. There 
were no telegraphs in those days, and no means of know- 
ing that Margaret, the sistetr, had died seven hundred miles 
away, on the day before her brother was wounded. The 
stcry of her apparition, related before he knew that she 
was deadi — her going in the direction of Hornsby's and Mrs. 
Horn£.by's vision, recuj-ring^ after slumber, presents a 
mystery that made then a deep impressicn aid created a 
feeling of awe, which, after the lapse of half a cenutry, it 
still inspires. No man who knew them ever questioned the 
veracity of either Wilbarger or the Hornsby's, and Mrs. 
Homsby was loved and revered by all Tsho knew her. 

**We leave to those moore versed in the occult the task 
of ezplaicirg this mystery. Surely such things are not ac- 
cidents; they tell as of a spirit world and of a Ood who 
* moves in a mysterious way His woaidcTS toi perfcTm.' " 

Other incidents of border warfare cccuiiiDg this year 
are of minor importance and* witihouit exact daite or dretaila: 
as the murder of Alexander, a trapper, near the Ledbetter- 
La G-range road on a small streamlet since called Alexander's 
BrajDicht Sta Fayettei counity ; and the killing of one Earth- 
man on LoDg Prairie, near the present post-office ^amlet 
o^ Nechanitz in the same county; the adventures of Tom 
Alley while out hunting horses Jn itlbe Oummings' Creek 
community — unexpectedly riding into a camp of Indians, 
who fired upon and severely wounded him, as he put spurs 
to his steed and fled. Settlers followed these Indians to- 



♦RaeallSnir the dmy of childhood." says John Henry Brown. In writlnir of Josiah Wil- 
tMnrer and other worthy members of the family in Texas, "when the writer (tften sat upon 
his lap and received many evidences of his kindly nature, it is a pleasure to state that in 
1368 he enjoyed and embraced the opportunity of naming the county of Wilbarser jointly 
for him and his brother. Mathias, a surveyor.'* 
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wairdi the beadl <xf CmmiiiiilEigB' Creek, where the trail was 
lost in consequence of the grass being burned to elude 
further pursuit. 

In the spring of this year n band of Eeechi Indians 
raided thie Cununtngs' Cneek settlements, m Fayette coTOSty, 
committing various depredations. Hastily collecting a com- 
pany of twenty settlers, Captain John York pursued, at- 
tacked taind killed ei^ht or tea o(f them, diispersiiag the 
ethers. Ihis was, so far as known, their last, and perhaps 
only really hostile demonstration against the settlers. The 
Eeechis were comparatively a small, insignificant band, of 
beggarly and thieviiDig propensities, and early lost their tri- 
bal eixistemice, affiKaitilDig witb other tribes. 

During the same year a traveller named Reed, stopped 
at Tenoxtitlan, F<alla of the Brazos, now in the lower part 
of Falls couinty. At that time a small party of friendly 
Tonkawa Indians were camped nearby, and with one of 
whom Reed ''swapped" horses, and it is said, drove a 
shrewd bargain, which he r^feised to ruie. A few days 
later, as the stramger left the vicinity en his return to the 
United States, he was waylaid and murdered by the exas- 
perated Tonkawas, who appropriated his horse and equip- 
ments and fled. The old Caddo chief, Canoma, who was 
about the settlements a good deal, anid theuif at the ''Falls,'' 
with some of his warriors, went m pur^mit aiDdl cjni the 
eighth day, returned with seven "Tonk" scalps. Reed's 
horse and other trophies — receiving the substantial commen* 
dation of the settlers. The sad fate of Canoma at the 
hands of the whites to whom he was ever friendly and 
faithful, some two years later, will be related in the order 
of its occurrence.* 

*' Other matters of interest," sayB John- Henry Brown, 
*' occurred in and about 1833. Tbe colony of De Leon had 



i^TIm Tonkswis cm pttftimtd MmndMip to th« whitM, sad bting hcraditafy 
sbIm of tlM Comanchw, often Joiaod tho Mttkn sad raavon fa opoditloiis acaiast this 
tribe. laadoriair valoabla mad valiaat ■■ ■ i Il ii j i. Kaaaor oaji. 'This la the MlltarF iaitaaea 
of hootilitir bjr Um Tbnkawao ia thoir kmg aad tryia* mp otlonca of mora thaa fif tgr yoan 
wHhtiiowhfto pooptoftomtfaoflrttfttiMaoB t afTi '* 
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iBcreased considerably by the incGmicg o^ a good class of 
Mexicans and quite a number of Americans, including sev- 
eral Irishmen and their families from the United States, 
the younger members being ouutives of tihat coiulntry, eod 
-among *whotm were <t^ fodlofwiDig: Johb McHemry (a BeM&r 
JKOuee 1826), John Lioiti, andi his sons, John J., Charles, 
Henry and Edward, and two daughters, (subsequently the 
wives of Maj. James Kerr and James A. Moody), wh|o came 
in 1830-31 ; Mrs. Margaret Bobo, afterwairdB Wrigbt, (who 
caonse in 1825), Joseph/ Ware and others. From about 1829 
to 1833-34, the colonists of Power aind HowitMiD, with Ihead^ 
quarters at the Mission o^ Refugio, ainl McMuUeni and* Mc- 
CHoin, of which Sam Patrieio was the capital, received val- 
uable additions im a woirthy, sober, industrious class of peo- 
ple, chiefly from Ireland, a few of Irish extraction, born 
SQ the Llnited States, aoud Oithicirs who w<:be AmeirdcaiDSj 
They were more exposed to Mexican oppression than the 
iccilonista fartiher east aoid equally so to hostile Indians."* 
Glancing at the history of colcmCal Tiexas abcAJt this 
period, one can but wonder at the sigrs cf substantial and 
X>ermanent growth, despite all restrict ons aoid obstadei?. 
The spirit of colonization was abroad, and fearless emi- 
grants were constantly arriving cverlard by the various 
highways** — ^menaced though they we*i>e by lurkiTig ravages, 
who often lay in ambush to pounce upon the new-comers. 
*'In 1833," says Pease, *'the titles of emigration fromi the! 
United States, which had been interrupted during the ad- 



»-It is of InterMt to note that 26 of thete colonists tigm d the Goliad Declaration of In- 
dependence, Dec 20, 188S, and four of them svnod the rearular Declaration of Texas Inde- 
pendence, If arch 2, UM. 



1^1^ Tbe late venerahle pioneer, 1. D. Parker, says: "My father's family came to Texas 
in 1888. At that time the San Antonio road was the only highway ranninff thvsiicli Texas. 
It led from Nachedoches, in Louisiana, to San Antonio, and thence to the Rio Grande via 
Naeogdnches, Tenoxtitlan on the Brazoa, Mine (now Bastrop) on the Colornde^ and thence 
to San AntoniOk croasinff the San Marooe near the month of the Blanco. Jsmsa Osinsa kept 
a ferry on the SaMne River, Joseph Dnrst on the Anff«>l;ne, Leonard WiUiaaBsen the N«eh«s» 
Nathaniel Robhlne on the TMnity. Jeremiah Timson on the NaTasota. and Wm. Bonn os 
IkeBmaoa. The La Bahia (Goliad) road left the San Antonto road three aHea weak ef tiM 
THnity River, ctooainff the B ra aea at the site of the present town ef WashJngtsa, 
Jnek Ban kept a ferry, and thence to Goliad." -Unpohlished "Beminisesness af 
UfelnTaaa.'* MS. p. L 
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siinistration of Bustamente, b^gan again to flow into the 
country. ' ' 

''The history of frontier expansion in the United 
States" says Thrall, ''shows that it is no «asy task. In 
Texas the difficulties were verjr great. It was remote from 
other settlements — ^in a foreign country, with a goyemment 
and institutions entirely different from those of the North; 
axtd the country was pre-occupied by Indians. Consider- 
ing all these circumstances, the success of Austin and 
others in iatroducinig Anglo-American colonists, was won- 
derful. If we inquire into the grounds o^ this success, we 
shall fiiid it in the character iOtf th« mem^ 'IHiey were brave, 
hardy, indiiistrious men, self-helpful and self-reliant. They 
ask-ed no favors of the Government, and that Government let 
them severely alone. Their stout arms cultivated their 
farms and protected their homes from the incursions of the 
savages. Volumes might be written, detailing instances of 
individual bravery — of hardships cheerfully endured by old 
end young, male and female colidDotsts."* 



THE MADDEN MASSACRE. 

The Madden family came to Texas in 1832, locating 
neeff the Torinity ifxn Houston county. To be»bter secure 
themselves inr case of ani attack from: Indians, some th«ree 
oc £our nedghborisifg families, ah was frequently the case in 
those days, had joined together and built a strong double 
lag cabin with entry between, and where they all resided, 
opening and cultivating small fields near Iby. 

The awful, bloody and heart-rending tragedy we must 
oiow relate — the OBie of only two such instances on record 
m which the fair name and courage of Texas pioneers has 
been disgraced with cowardice — occurred in the fall of the 
year, and during the moonlight nights, the time usually se- 
lected by the red men for making their raids. 

On the fatal night, four men, eight women and several 

♦ "Pictorial History of Tezaa," pp. 171-2. 
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children were occupying the hooae. For a time all were 
in one room, but the men, leaving their gnna, went into the 
adjoining room, and kindling a fire, buaied themselvea 
molding bullets. Meantime the lurking savages, a party 
of Caddos, had crept up and ar6und the buildings, cauti- 
ously x)eering in and ascertaining the defenseless situation 
of the unsui^ecting inmates. As the fulil orbed* moon arose, 
casting its soft and tranquil flood of light upon the scene, 
the stillness of the night was suddenly rent by war whoops 
aimdl yelAa fieaidGsh cmouigh to dhill ithe stroingefit beart, 
and indeed strike terror to helpless women and children; 
at the same time forms, hideous as those of the under 
world, arose from brush and covert and rushed from every 
direction into the hallway, and most of them, in upon the 
terrified women and children, one powerful and hideous 
demon, guarding the doorway by spreading his arms and 
legs from side to side and grasping the lintels with his 
hands, all the while yelling and gloating rapturously over 
the bloody, sickening scene of death wrought wathiu. Mrs. 
Madden was first attacked and socm fell apparently life- 
less, but regaining consciousness ciawled under a bed fol- 
lowed by one of her little sons. Another lady waa toma- 
hawked and fell dead into the fireplace, her life's blood 
flowing 80 profusely as to extinguish the flames, and leave 
the fiends to complete the slaughter in semi-darkness. Tak- 
ing advantage of this, and the engrossed attention of the 
door guard, Mrs. Madden with her little CKyn suieceededi in 
crawling out of the room, and making her way to an unoc- 
cupied negro cabin a short distance away, where she aecret- 
ed herself and child and thus escaped. Meanwhile, with tom- 
ahawk and scalping knife the savages completed their dia- 
bolical work, killing in all seven women and children. 

As to the four men — ^we only refer to them through 
necessity of completing the narrative — ^it is said that as 
90001 as the dying groans of their wives and! childreoi reached 
thedr ears, they d^asheid out of the room aiMl escaped. 

Securing the giuois of the whites, the Indians now set 
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CHAPTER Vn. 




HE year 1834 W€ are told, was ushered in 
by a ''freezing*' norther — fitting precur- 
sor of th«e cold indifference with which the 
Mexican nation looked upon their Ameri- 
can colonists in Texas. Political events 
had assumed a still worse complexion in> 
Texas at this date. 

Santa Anna^ havlzitg received the support 
of the army and church, went over to the 
cemtraUst party, dissolved the constitution- 
al congress, convened one composed of his creatUTes, and 
became virtually the dictator of Mexico. 

In the spring Santa Anna assembled a council, com- 
posed of Stephen F. Austin, Lorenzo Zavala, three members 
of tbe ecmigitesa of Coehniika and Texas, and seven Mexican 
officials, to consider affairs in Texas. Auatin msAe a 
strong plea in favor of the memorial of the Texas conven- 
tion of 1833. The three members of congress, all of whom 
were from Coahuila, opposed it. Santa Anna announeed hia 
decision to be that Texas should have a sepAitLte gDverament, 
and that four thousand troops should be stationed at San 
Antonio for the protection of the country — to which Austin 
strenuously objected, but without effect. This opposition, 
on the part of Austin, doubtless had much to do with the 
continuance of his imprisonment. 
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An attempt to change th« seat of goyemmnt of Coa- 
buila and T^xas from Salt]U>o to Monelova, led to commo- 
ticns that resulted in rival goyemors and legislatures being 
installed at the two places, and the Mexican part of the 
Slate being divided into two factions. These difficulties 
were referred to Santa Anna in December, who decided that 
the capital should remain at MoiDielova, aaxd or'deo^ new 
t^lections. 

There were two parties in Mexico — the centralist and 
republican, the latter not being completely crushed. There 
were also two in Texas — one ^^avoring immediate and deter- 
mined action for separate state government and co-opera- 
tion with the patriot republicans of Mexico; the other fa- 
voring acquiescence in the existing status, at least until 
Austin's release and return to Tiexas, qokL uDitil it should 
definitely appear what Santa Anna's policy was to be. The 
latter party in Texas prevailed for the time being. 

This year did not pass away without the usual out- 
rages by Indians. No historical record has been preserved 
of many of these events, but ample evidence has been left 
that proves the Indians annoyed the colonists more or less. 
Speaking of the Comanches and alludCaig ilmeideoitally tx> 
other tribes, Eenaey says: ** During 1^33 and 1834 their 
name does not api>ear in the hostilities ascribed to known 
tribes; but Indian hostilities in general would blacken 
many pages." 

Pioneer Dewees, in his "Letters from Texas," writing 
under date, ** Colorado River, Texas. Oct. 31, 1834," says: 
**The first storm of Mexican wrath is lulled; but the In- 
dians, who have ever been our enemies, still continue to an- 
noy us. They will fall upon fmall parties of men, and kill 
them, and also steal our horses and cattle. Indeed such a 
tiling as being free from the mjodestajtaons of the Indiums 
has never been known in the history of Texas, and doubt- 
less, will not be known for many years to come."* 



If Dmtm No. 278 of Coahnila and Tezu, enacted April 19. 1884, authorises the gov^r^ 
to ofsaniie and employ mititU asainat hoetile Indiana, plaeea 400 litoa of land at Ma 
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Whil-e th€ r€cordfi supply materials for accounts of thril- 
ling incidents that transpired within the limits of Austin's 
and De Witt's Colonies, little reliable data is obtainable that 
lelates to Indian troubles in the early settlement of Red 
River eouDQty, «nd! the nttrtheastem part of the State. 

"Although dim vistas appear/' says John Henry 
Brown, *'of inroads by Indians — rclbcis and occasional 
murdcTs by Qooshatties,Tehua.caiMU8, Waicos, jand other tribes 
— it is lamentable that not one of those early settlers ever 
wrote, or caused to write, an account of such events until 
age impaired the memory. Heonce the narrative *we gather, 
lacks that certainty and definiteaiess, so desirable m> such 
matters." 

These cbservations are emphasized by the confused 
and conflicting stories that have been preserved concern- 
ing the killing of Judge Gabriel N. Martin and the capture 
of his little son in May or June, 1834. 



HUBDEB OF JUDGE OABBIEL N. MABTIN— CAPTIVI- 
TY AND BEGOVEBY OF HIS LITTLE SON- 
SOME COBBEOTED HISTOBY. 

The accounts published by Thrall, Wilbarger and Sow- 
ell, mention only one expedition for the recovery of the 
boy, and place it in the year 1834. They differ as to what 
officer commanded the United States military force, some 
saying Leavenworth, and later Dean, and others. Col. (in 
after years Gen.) Dodge. Radical discrepancies exist with 
regard to the circumstances attending the killing of Judge 
Martin, and whether a negro was captured with the boy. 
One version is that the hunting party had mounted the rise 
of a hill and while watching a herd of buffalo, was charged 
upon by the Indians; and that Judge Martin and son fell 
behind and the Judge was killed, and the boy and negro 
man were made prisoners. 



dlspoMl for distribotion to mflitiamon u mnunoratioii for their Mrview on mich tonna m 
1m miffht cstaUliah. and appropriates $20,000.00 to further aid in the aceompliehxnent of the 
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Others giv« a wholly different recital— one saying the 
hoi&iaam were Pawnae^ and) that Judge Martin and a 
negro man were killed in camp. Careful sifting of the evi- 
dence, renders it certain that there were two expeditions 
for the recovery of the boy — one in 1834 and the other in 
1836, and that the United States dragoons in the first year 
were commanded by Dean, and in the latter year by Dodge. 
Sowell possibly confuses and blends together as happening 
in 1834, events that occurred in both years. 

That Martin was killed in May or June, 1634, and that 
the boy was recovered in 1836, maitnly tbinciuigh the instnu- 
mentality of Col. Dodge, are the main points, and about 
which there is little or no doubt. 

Fortunately, through access to the official itinerary of 
Col. Iltnry Dodge, in command of the United States 
cavalry, or **mouflited rangers, " and then on an observation 
and treaty -making tour among the **wild Indians of the far 
west;" supplemented and corroborated by the **note©" of 
Catlin, the artist, who accompanied this exjyedition, we are 
enabled to give the reader an elaborate and reliable narra- 
tive of this notable affair. 

Judge Martin was one of the early and prominent citi- 
zens of Pocan Point, in Bed River counity, Teacas, and! & Boat^ 
in-law of that still earlier and staunch pioneer, Claiborne 
Wright, who landed at Pecan Point after a most hazardous 
keel-boat voyage of six months down the Cumberland, the 
Ohio and the Mississippi Rivers, to the mouth of Red 
River, and thence up that stream, arriving at his destina- 
tion on the 5th. day of Septen^ber, 1816. 

Martin was of a bold and fearless nature, fond of hunt- 
ing and outdoor life. In the latter days of May or first 
part of June, with a small partv composed o^ himself, his 
little son, Matthiew W., a neg^o playmate of the lat- 
ter, Daniel Davis, James and Robert Oamble, Zack Bottom, 
(a negro servant who had been partly raised among the In- 
dians), and a few other eompsni<rs, 'w<b(t oiut len a bont-^ 
ing and pleasure trip, higher up Red River, pitching camp 
on a small stream — Sowell says Glass Creek — ^presumably j 
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in th€ npi>er portion of what ia imhw OrajnMQ eonnty. 

Th^y had been here several weeks luadojaturbed, whien 
they became careless and scattered, as each saw fit, from 
day to day, to hunt. On snch an occasion, when none but 
the elder Martin, the little ne^px), amd Bottom, thie servant, 
were in camp, a party of Indians suddenly attacked them, 
killed the Judge and negro boy — ^''because he fought so 
desperately and screamed) so loud" — ^plundered the camp and 
retreated. Zack Bottom, the old servant, escaped, barefooted, 
and eventually, after much suffering, and almost famished, 
reached the settlements. 

The o4iiier members of the party, ifoelnding Maiftin'a 
son, it appeans, diiscovered the Indians after the killing and, 
^ they' were retreating, in this way: while on the prairie- 
divide betweem the Washita and Bed Rivers, they noticed a 
herd of excited bnffallo coming over the ridge aikBa4; once susr* 
pected they were disturbed by Indians. As they reached 
the top of the ridge the Indians were in full view and not 
far away. Cutting loose their buffalo meat and game, they 
Tan at full speed for Bed River, and all effected their escape 
and made their way to the settlements — ^all save young Mar- 
tin, who became separated and was soon overtaken and cap- 
tured. 

Writing from the mouth of False Washita, July, 1834, 
Catlin, the artist, says:- ^'The cruel fate of Judge Martin 
and family has been published in the papers, and it belongs 
to the regiment of dragoons tio demand the surrender of the 
murderers and get for the information of the world, some 
authentic account of the mode in which this horrible out- 
rage was committed. 

''Judge Martin was a very respectable and independent 
man, living on the lower part of Red River, and in the 
habit of taking his children, and one or two servants with 
him, and a tent to live in, every summer, into the wild re- 
gions, where he pitched his tent upom ther prairie . and spent 
several months in ki ling buffalo and other wild game for hi» 
own private amusement. The news came to Fort Gibson, 
but a few weeks before we started, that he had been set 
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npon by a i>aiit7 of loid&aDfi, and destroyed. A detachment of 
tioops was speedily sent to the spot, where they found his 
body horribly mangled, and also one of his negroes; and it 
ifi supposed that his son, a fine boy of nine years of age, 
had been taken home to their villages by them, where they 
0till retains him, and where it is our hox>e to recover him. 

"Camp Washita, July 4, 1834. Gen. Leaveiawoirtlh de- 
clares his intention of sending Col. Dodge with 250 men 
to the Pawnee village. 

''Under the protection of the United States dragoons, I 
arrived at this place three days siooice on my way again in 
search of the 'Par West.' How far I may this time fol- 
low the flying phantom, is uncertain. I am already again 
in the land of the buffalos and the fleet bounding ante- 
lopes. We are at this place ('U the banks of Red River, 
having Texas under our eye on th^ opposite bank. We are 
encsfinped on tibe ground on> which Judge Maitin and serv^uat 
were biatdhered, and) bis son kidnapped by the Pawnees or 
Oomianches, bnt a few weeks since; and the moment they 
discover us inj a large body, they will preaame that w)e are 
relentlessly seeking for revenge, and they will pirobably be 
very shy of onr approach. We are over the Washita — the 
' Rubicon is passed ' — we are invaders of a saciredl soil. We 
are carrying the war in onr front,, and ' we shall soon see 
what we shaill see.* 

" Jully 22. — At the Toyash village. Col. Dodge and sev- 
eral of his officers met, agreeably to previous notice , the 
Toyash chiefs and warriors in council. Council being in or- 
der, Col. Dodge proceeded to speak as follows: — 'We are 
the first American officers who have ever come to see the 
Pawnees; we meet you as friends, not as enemies, to make 
peace with you, to shake hands with you. The great Amer- 
iean captain is at peace with all the white men in the world ; 
he wishes to be at peace with all the red men in the world ; 
ire have been sent to view this country, and to invite you to 
go to Washington, where the great American chief lives, to 
make a treaty with him, that you may learn how he wishes 
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to send among yon traders, who will bring yon gnns and 
blankets, and everything that yon want/ 

**As the coiaiiQil piroceed<ed Dodge referred to the fonl 
killing of Judge Martin, and the capture of his little son — 
also the capture of one Abbe, a ranger, the previous year. 
Evading reply as to the killing of Martin, th« chief, Wa- 
ter-raHshahrro, a veryi digmfied warrior of more than sev- 
enty yeairs, repliedl that he hajd leamed 'the Tndiane wbo 
lived near St. Ajntonio,' in Mezioo (Texas), captured Abbe, 
and that they killed him on Red River ; the white boy is 
here.* To which Col. Dodge replied: 'I wish the boy 
brooight to me,' at the same time informing the chiefs that, 
BS an evidence of his friendly intentions towards them, he 
had on starting, purchased at a very great price, from their 
enemies, the Osages, two Pawnee and' ome Kiowa, girls, 
which had been held by them some time as prisoners; and 
which he had there ready to deliver to thear friends aoid 
relatives, in exchange for white prisoners held by the Paw- 
nees. The little boy was now brofughlt in from* the middle of 
a com field! where they had hid him. The little fellow was 
entirely naked, except the scant dress worn by the childresi 
o^ the trdbe. He was a very bright and intelligent liadi of 
eight or nine summers. His appearance caused considerable 
excitement and' eommoition in the eoimcil room, and* as the 
little fellow gazed! around' in great surprise, he exclaimed, 
'What; ane there white men heref ' to which Col. Dodfge re- 
plied by asking him his name — ^'Matthew Wright Martin' — 
was the prompit reply. He was then received) inito the arms 
of Ck>l. Dodige, and' the captive Indiait gdrls bronghit in aaid 
soon/ reeoigdzed' by their overjoyed! Mends andi relatives, who 
emhrsiced them with the moat extravagaoit ezpressioos of joy. 
From thds moment 'thie councii, which before bad beem a viery 
grave and uncertain one, took & pleasing and friendly Com. 
The heart of the venerable oid chief was melted at the evi- 
deoftce of the white maaot's friendship. He at once embraoed 
Col. Dodige and each of the officers in turn, with tears 
streaming down has cheeks." 

Fonther quoting Caitliii: ''August 13tlu * * * reached the 
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aettlemexiits <ai the north fiork of the CaxMuU^D) * * * informed 
by a citizen, that the moitihier of little Martin has recently of- 
fered $2,000 for ihi0 reooviery ; she will aoon he made hap^iy 
hy has arestoratioai, without ranaom or reward. 

''The little boy of whom I h«vie spoken, was brought in, 
•the whole distance to Fort Oibson, in the asrms of the dra- 
goons, who took turns in carrying him; and after the com- 
mand reached there, he was transmitted to the Red River 
8€fttlemen<ts by an officer, who had the enviable saitisfaction 
of deliveriosg him into the arms of his disoon»olate and! half- 
distracted mother. ' '* 

Thns we htftve Ithe trW version of Jndge Martinis dealSi 
and the rescue ef. his little son from eaptiviity — hofuoring 
those to w^eon hocnor is due. Other matters oohineident MriKtk 
and foitming a piart of the sad) story, though without concert 
of sicticp: or •knowjledge of lesultS), have not beein iKxticed. 
We rtif er to an expediticn or parity of neighlbors and settlers 
lead by Captaioi Stiles, and whicih lefit for Ijhe scene of the 
trajgedy, and in seaTch of the captured son, soon after the 
sad news reached (the settlement. Brief knowfledge of the 
moivementts of this fearless little party of settlers, boldly 
pecaetraitdnig far into itfhe country of funmerous hostile bands 
and trU)€6, is obtained from an unpublisheGb narrative pre- 
pared by John Henry Brown from data supplied by Geo. W. 
Wright, one of the party, afterward a prominent citizen and 
representative, and a buoither <£ Mrs. Martin, the aocount, 
howevei^ aU tooi brief and lacking dates and details: 

''On leai^ning of the murder of Judge Majian axnd thef 

If Judffe Bfartin l«ft a widow, who aftcrwatds married a Dr. Baaon, and two aooM, 
Matthew W. and WiUiam, and one daughter. Louisiana. Both the eone made good citisena. 
and the daughter a moot estimahle lady. 

Among the traditione of the Wright famfly, is a stcrr that whfle residing at Peem 
Point, to avoid night attaclcs from the Indians, the family would move aeroes the river eodi 
night and secrete themselTea until morning, when they would all return to the cabin. The 
f etry consisted of drift logs laahed together as a raft. The mother and daughter (aftsr- 
wards wife of Judge Martin) and a negro girl were placed upon the raft, which was then 
tewed aeroes the river by the older brother and father swimming by the side of it and pull- 
lag it along with them, while the two smaller beys. Travis G., and George W., (afterwarda 
prominent eitisens of Paris, Iteas) swam along behind the raft, holding on to it. To pr^ 
vent the chiMrai talking and attracting the attention of the Indiana, they were always kept 
in the cana.*"Eneyck9edia ef the New West," p. 872. 



BORDEB WARS OF TEXAS. 117 

capture of little Matthew Wrigbt MamtLii, tblrty toaT« m&tk; 
%BBeim.bledy chose CapteiBQ> Bacfaard Stiles as (tbeir leader, ttod 
gmded hy Hardy, I3ie coLofl:^' anam, repaiired to the oaflotip,* 
bimed Jhidge Masitisif and tbe little coiliOired boy, and then; 
f oilowed oo tbe itrail of tibe loidHuiSH-^ow far tamd under 
what corcumataflaeea, doee not clear y appear. It ia certain, 
however, that north of Bed River and west of the Washita, 
tbey eocoianfteired a laonge party, of Indians and were com- 
pel ed to fight heavy odds, im whkh they defended 
themselves with the loss of one man and one horse killed, 
and one man had a thigh broken. Though more or less an- 
noyed by the enemy they retreated to, and crossed the 
Washita, i>ear whicli they fell in with Capt. Dean in com- 
mand 0^ a company of United States dragoons, with whom 
they camped for several days, and then returned home. 

^ 'The wounded; onanj was (taken in charge by the U. S. 
surgeon, conveyed to Fort Gibson and recovered; but Mr. 
Wright failed to give either his name, that of the man 
killed, or of any other of the thirty one men, excepting 
Capt. Stilee and himself. In my view of pioneer life each of 
those men was a hero and entitled to be so remcmibered.' 
Doubtlese seme oif their chiildl:^eni and grandehildreni areoo 
the corunitry now and ignorant of 'these tlhiings. Snuch b f«te. 
Agigregate aehiievcknents and d'eeds of the many, as too much 
professed history goes, are awarded to a lucky few. Not/ 
truly, by design, but by a carelessness almost criminal, in 
not giving, after so great a lapse of time, the names of the 
men composing such daring parties in those early days. Mr. 
Wright wrote in 74 of this daring expedition in '34, in 
which he participated ; yet he failed to name a single com- 
rade, fix a single date, the number of days occupied in 
any portion or all of the expedition, or to definitely fix a 
single locality that could be identified. Had he wr&ttaQ ear^ 
iier, hib narrative would have supplied these omissions, for 
he was a clear headed, just man, personally familiar with 
the settlement of that country jEnoton ita onioepitioiD onfward; 
FnooQDi Mr. Boibert 'E. Frtuner, I have learned that 'Hardy,' 
tbe brave old Indian-trained negro, was the guide, and that 
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Zack Bottom, who escaped when Martin was killed, was in 
it, as I am quite sure the ever faithful Henry Stout was. ' ' 

FBONTIEB TB0UBLB8. i 

We cannot better close the otflffvatioBi of events otf ibK^der 
twarfape in 1884, thanhy the mtroductiiooi of « highly iintei>est- 
iDtg liettei* ipeiuned by obm Ojf fthia elaarly pioiiieiero — Johm T: 
Towns^id, and addressed to the old ranger chief, Capt. 
John S. Ford. The letter is quite reminiscent, and sheds 
much light on the frontier history of Texas at that early 
diay-^anticdipaitiaig brieflyj as it <doe99^ some <Af the thiilUnif 
evetnts that wiSlil be niariiated im detail, in the order of their 
occumence. But to itihe kftter: 

' Ea«le Flaas, Te^z^us, Jam. 20, 1893. 
Col. John S. Ford: Dear Sir: — 

Remembering your request for something in regard to 
events of olden times in Texas; and being somewhat inarem- 
lOiiscieiut Dnoodl <afteir meietiaiig saaidi toonversiing with soimis of the 
desoODdiCOits hiere cif Ithe oldiest settlers of l^as, I wttolte yooi 
a G^hiort statem-dDit c!f scone (notable incid£|nt9 .thiat I h&Tie 
ttiever lipowiDi publiu&ed in adiy Texas history. 

La 1834 o^ 1835), I laani ahnost sixre the laltteir, the Coim- 
anches came down. They passed our settlement on Cum- 
mings' Creek on their way doMm. In Austin county, on 
Mill Creek, they stole scanie luorses. The Ameidcams collect- 
ed to follow them. My father, Stephen Townsend, and his 
brothers accompanied them in the pursuit. They left my 
mother, a sister of mine, who is now the wife of Hon. James 
C.Gaither of FaUs coun^, myself, a (neigro woimiain amd her 
lolttle ficin, two OT^ thaiee yeairs old. The Americans had left 
my grandfather's, John G. Robinson's, three or four miles 
distant from us, a few days previofosly, amd! we were at the' 
Robinson place. My mother and grandmother, feeling as- 
sured that the Texans were between us and all danger from 
the Indians, sent the negro woman to our place ^or some 
clothes. She carried her little boy with her. On her return 
•the Indians met her on the rotad, killed her, aoid carried K)iff 
'the negro boy as a prisoner. Thev opened the bundle she 
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waa cBTrying but took nothing from it. This occurred ex- 
actly on the 8]>ot inhere the towim of Roasnkl Tqp, Fayetto 
county, now stands. The boiMS otf the negiHn woimaiD Ue uPr 
der an oak tree near the center of the town. This occurred 
previous to 1836. 

The Rev. Mr. Thrall in his history of Texas, gives a 
very short account of my grandfather and his brother, Wal- 
ter Robinson, being killed in the spring of 1837. Judge 
Sam Lucky, who died in your city, San Antonio, was onoe 
chief justice of that county, and also represented it in the 
caagTieBs of Hhe Texas RepiibiLic. He came from Georgia 
with Walter Robinson, and was at my grand father's house 
when the killing took place. 

''He was a gentkanaiD oif abiiLity aod! uohdiouibted coturage. 
He was one of Ck)lonel Jack Hays' company of rangers. 
When Col. Hays was sent forward to bring on an engage- 
znent with the Mexicans under General Woll, Judge Lucky 
was shot through the body. He lived a number of years 
afterwards, but never recovered frcim (tlue effeets of the 
wound. The Authoress of ''Beulah" and other works, 
Mrs. Augusta J. Evans, was his niece. She was one time a res- 
ident of San Antonio. 

Joel W. Robinson was oner of the party whit^h oaiptured 
General Santa Anna the day after the battle of San Jacin- 
to and delivered him to General Sam Houston. He lived to 
a good, ripe old age. Hei was respected by all classes of 
Texas citizens. 

Another matter happened oioit £ar ifrdm lAne tunc onciQ- 
tioned above. There lived about sixty miles below La 
OraiDige, a maai named Roes. Ho traded with the Tonka- 
way Indians for horses they stole from the Comanche In- 
dims. This was the cause of trouble between the white set- 
tlers and the Comanches, and was considered the cause of 
those Indians becoming hostile. Ross paid very little for 
a horse. He carried tbem to tke United States and sold 
them. He came back with goods and sold them at immense 
profits to the Tonkaways. In their war with the Com- 
anches they had not been successful, and had been so weak- 
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€D«d by losses that they came inside the Texas settlements 
for protection from their enemies. They had a permanent 
camp near Ross' place. A crowd of from thirty to eighty 
men was raised. They intended to drive away the Tonka- 
ways, and to notify them to stop the theft of Comanche 
horses for the reasons already set forth. Ross was drink- 
ing when they approached his house. He was a reckless, 
desperate man. He began firing on the Americans as they 
came within rifle distance. He continued to do so until shot 
down. My father and grandfather were with the company 
of Americans, but took no hand in killing Ross. This af- 
fair occurred in 1834. Desperate as the lemiedy was, it 
failed to cure the disease. The Comanches had become so 
incensed that they proceeded «ut cKice to steeH^f^ horses and 
killing men and women wherever they found them unpro- 
tected. Up to this time they had beeo friesiidly wfLth the 
whites or at least inoffensive. This state of things cointinued 
until long after the annexation of Texas to the United States. 
In fact, until Texas become suf fiiciciDtly setitlied bf AineiracaiD^ 
to enable them to protect themselves. 

One of the movements deteflrimg the IndJ^iDB frotm seliMi- 
ing expeditions into Texas was the killing off of the numer- 
ous herds of buffalo grazing upon the staked plains. When 
the outside world became conscdotus th&t thei slaflighte<mng of 
buf fado was going forward, and) was peijpetrated oKily for 
the skies, thie bodi'CS bemg left umitouehed to ibecosne food' for 
the wolves or to rot, the conductors of newspapers denounc- 
ed the proceeding as cruel and inhuman. The writer look- 
ed at results from a different standpoint. The Comanches 
had been enabled to use the buffalo in their robbing expedi- 
tions upon the people of Texas. If these animals were 
some distance from a settlemenit, .theyt wenei driveia dowta 
the country a proper distance and left to graze. The red 
gentlemen could tell pretty w^ell where the drove could he 
found in a given number of days. They would visit the set- 
tlements, murder and rob. When they returned, they travel- 
ed at great speed until the herd of buffalo was reached. At 
that point they would eat, sleep and recruit. After the ani- 
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malfl had been alaughtered, the CoiaaBehea had no eommia* 
Bariat. The journey to a settlement was long and tedious 
with bnt little to eat on the way. A£ter /the adv^siit of the 
eattkmen it was a hazardous undertaking. Brave men with 
repeating rifles and pistols stood in the way. The destruc- 
tion of the vast herds of buffalo effected as much for the 
security of Texas as a large standing army across the 
country from the Bed Biver to tibe Bdo Grsinde, could! halite 
done. 

For many years we confidently expected the Comanches 
to come among us every full mocai, iioi eoiDsequenee oif whieh^ 
every man who had any patriotiam, prepared biiti^elf aod 
was ready at a moments warning to go after them. 

There waa a small remannt of a tribe led and controlled 
by a very sensible Indian, named Canoma, who alwaya held 
himself ready to serve the whites as guide and spy. He 
was not to be found on one occasion, when the Americana 
were going out on a campaign against the Comanches. Af- 
ter they had gone some distance they found Canoma with 
some horses that had been stolen. He declared that he had 
taken them from the Comanches and intended to return 
them to their owners. He insisted that if the Americans 
would give him a chance he would take them to the Com- 
anches and thus demonstrate his omnioeeiDce. Aa is ofiteei the 
case, some of the Americana were so incensed that they 
killed Canoma. Some of the men on the spot — ^my father 
and John Babb — were among those who opposed the killing. 
When they found it impossible to prevent it they left the 
company rather than witness what they deemed miurder. I 
liave often heard them speak of it when I was a boy with 
the deepest regret. John T. TofwinaeKKl-. 
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''A Belf -reliant people," aajm Thrall, ''whoee ixsteriete 
and liberties are im^periled, inVL not loaig* ^^^ thje meana aec- 
easary for cookoert of aotioia. Toxaa waa threat ent.d with 
mviaaioxk by a goyerolmeDi 1k> which it bad a right to look 
for proteotion. Again, the Indians were aniore or leas t]:H>ub- 
leaonne. Oateofidiblisr to pilOYide for pitoteddon agaiDSt 
these aavages, committees of safety were organized im dof- 
ferexLt municipalities. It was tbe biueiinesB of these comlmit- 
tees to collect wod diaseminate inf oimatiion, to secnre arms 
alkdl ammnsxitioai, and' in case of neceasi^, to ca'l out and 
drill the militia."* 

In presenting the facts leading up to the revolutiooi, 
historiani Bifown, says: ''The situation was reodered nuore 
gloomy by enridences of inereased bostilities on the part of 
the savages along the whole line oK^ frontier f rotaoi the Red 
River to stbe extremie southwest." 



MASSAOBE OF THE TRADERS.— FIGHT i 
ON THE SAN MARCOS. 

EoUofwing the setcood a^nd successful, settlement of Gon- 
zales, after its tragic breaking up in 1826, the town and com- 
munity piospered— escaped furtiher serioua incursions ; theln- 
dJaziE, over-aiwed doubtless by the exhibition and occasional 
firing of a four pound) brass cannon,** presented by tho 
Mexican authorities in) 1831, to the citizens of tbat exposed 
liamdet fior protection. As DeWitt's CSoksy now gave evi- 

A-Prlor to tiio m — t i ng of the Goosnltatioii, the eonmlttw of rlffilaaea, nfflty and 
eorrwpoiidonee At Naeoffdoehet, wKh the c«ntiml oomieil. took aetkm to eondUftto tlioeiT- 
iUaod Indians, aHoiinir th«m that tho CoBsoltation would raoosnisa and Mfa-snaxd 
their riffhta. Thar alao aant mooatad raaffars to tha bordar of tha tarrritocy occnplad by 
tna wild tribaa. 

'*0raat unaaainaaa waa fait at this tima," laya Momtl. "raiativa to Indian daprad*- 
tioaa. Thara wara f aan of a sanaral outbreak, pradieatad upon tha amoont of horaa 
ataalinir coins on throovh tha eountry ainea tha war batwaan tha Americana and Maodeana. 
The Merieana were erldantlsr ancoaraffinc all tha wild tribaa to aztannlnata tha eolooiata. 

"General Houaton now had naa for all hia Inseauity amons tha Indians to evade the 
fatal eataatropha. The war between the Indiana and ookmists waa alao bainf hurried on by 
the land speeulatorB, aa their landa were valueleaa wfthont an Ineraaae of popolatten in 
thia part of the State.** -MonreU'a ''FruiU and Ftowera. or 46 Years in Texas.** pi«e 42. 

Tk i^This was the eoveted gun demanded by Captain Caatanado in 1885— camiBiff the first 
colliaioB or opaninff flurry of the Teacaa War af IndepODdenee. 
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deuce d permeiiexicy, settlers eontmued to arrive, ^ tew of 
the <mx)re venturesomie locating »cme dbtanee xmtj westward 
— greatly exposed to numerou.B hostile bands d Indians don- 
stantly visiting that section. As these incursions were gen- 
erally from the iwest, these intrepid pioneers bore t!he same 
relations as the advance-guard of an army, receiving the 
first blow tor wamin.g; and, on swift horses, alamiing» the 
people farther east t>f the threatened raid, or approachisig 
danger. 

*'Ib the autumn o^f 1833," says John Henry Brown, 
''John Gastleman, a bold and sagacious backwoiodsmar, from 
the borders of Missouri, ,with his wife aoid- four children, and 
his iwif e 's mjather, settled fifteen mike west of Gonzales, on 
Bandy Creek, on the San Antcnio road. He was a bold 
hunter, much in the forest, and had) four ferocious dogs, 
which served as sentinels at night, and on one occasion 
had a terrible figbt with a number of Indians whk)i were in 
the yard endeavoring to steal ?)orse8 tied around the hiouse. 
The dogs evidently inflicted severe punishment on the sav- 
ages, who left abundant blood marks on the ground, and) 
were glad to escape without the ' horses. In doing so, in 
sheer se'f defense, the Indians killed the dogs. Castleman, in 
his wanderings, was ever watchful for indications K>f Indians^ 
and thus served' as a vidette to the people of Oonzalea and 
I>ersoai0 traveling en that exposed road. Many were the 
persons who slumbered' under his roof rather than camp 
K>ut at that noted watering place." 

One afternoon in the spring of 1835, Geser, a French 
trader, his two partners, and ten Mexican cart drivers and 
muleteers arrived at Castleman's*. Inquiring for a suitable 
camping place, they were pointed to a large ipool of water 



»Tli« two prladpal aathoritiM on this affair are at rarlanco on mrio minor dotalte. 
BrowB MTi tho caravan was from Natehltoehes, Loalsiaaa. enrouto to Maxleo. and airhroA 
la tiM forsBOon. SowoU. on tlio anthorlty of his fathor, Asa J. SowoU. and four uncles. An- 
drew, WUHain, Lewis and John. aU earlraad pronlnent pioneer settlere In and around 
prevteus to* and at the tine of the tragle oecurrence, afllnns the party insfhed 
'*e'*iafltbsloresaadowB.wfthalatvslotef eeetly coods hroocfat tram llaKlea» 
celar «)astaBMi«tMAMrieaB settlers to diapese of ^'^^ — '* 
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not far from the hou^e, 'but at the same time, Castleman in- 
f ormed thenu he had) that morning dboovered 8%ii8 of Indiaop 
nearby, and adTised the traders they ha-d ibeat camp by his 
house — ''I have plenty iof wood and water, and you can 
have all you need ; you will be safe, as my house is enclosed 
by strong palisades, and in esse of t]X)uble, you can come 
inside and I will help you to defend yourselves and your 
prei>erty/' Thanking the settler for his generous hospital- 
ity, and assuring him they weie well armed and could de- 
fend themselves in case of an attack, they mioved to the 
water-hole, unpacked, making the usual preparations for 
tlie night, and retired — ^little thmking they were sleeping 
to their awful doom at the morrow's daiwn. 

CasUemian, too, making everything secure for the night, 
retired, but not without apprehensive forebodings of dan- 
ger. Just at daylight be was aroused by the firing of guns 
and the yelling of Indians in the direction of the pool. 
Hastily springing out of bed and cloithing hdmaelf , he un- 
barred a small port-hole like window and looked out. The 
traders bad improvised breast^vvorks of their carts, packaad- 
dles, and bales of goods, and were fighting with great des- 
peration, — the loud and regular reports of their escopetas 
(smooth-bore cavalay guns) ringing out and commingling 
with the exultant yells of the savages, on the crisp morning 
air. The sun arose askd still the fight raged, lasting some 
four hours — the Indiaiis charging m a circle, firing and fall- 
ing baek. Again and again was this rei>eated, narrowing 
the circle each time; the traders as often repelling the at- 
tack with considerable loss to the enemy. But the besieged 
had also sustained loiss and were despairing. Taking advan- 
tage of this fact, and rendered the more desperate by their 
own losses, the infuriated Comanches now made a comsbined 
aiKl determined onslaught from three sides — maneuvering 
so as to draw the fire of all the party simultaneously, and 
leaving them unloaded, When they rushed in and with ex- 
nliaot yelOB, fell 'Upont and soon despatched their victims. 

Witnessinip tlris last charge fzom his window, Castle- 
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man,* it is said, drew a long breath, excitedly exclaiming : 
''The J are gone! Wife, that charge will wimd them up, those 
-wVoiops are for victory/' It was so — a short hcuodl to hand 
struggle ^aoid all was over. 

After scalping and mutUatin-g their victims, disposias^g 
of their own dead, amd packing all the booty they cared 
for <on their horses and the captured mules, the victorious 
Comanches leisurely moved off up the country. Castlemim 
said he counted eighty warriors as they dowly passed isi 
single file, each shaking his lanoe or shield at his house, 
but making no further demoaistrations. 

''As soon as he thought it was safe after the Indians 
left," says Sowell, "Castleman visited the battle ground. 
It was a terrible si^ht ; the Mexicaois had piled' up their 
goods, saddles and other caono equipage aroimd theim, amd 
the whole surrounded by their carts. Inside this little 
square or circle, they lay horribly mutilated and drenched 
in blood. Geiser hadi many wounds on him and had evi- 
denitly fought bravely, axid exposed his person more than 
aaiy of the others. 

"The grauaid) was almost covered with arrows, some bro- 
ken, others transfixed in boxes, saddles and carts. The In- 
dians threw their dead in the pool of water — how many could 



^''Cutknmn eould/* Myi Brown, "many tiniM, hm killed an Indian with kit trnitF 
rUla from hit cabin window, bat was rwtralnad fay his wifa. who resardad the dattnietion 
of the Btrans«n as eartain, and eontandad that if bar huafaand took part. Tancaanco would 
bo wraakad upon tha family— a bondrad sATasao asainat one man. Ha datiatad. bat ao bia 
wifa Mid. 'frotbad at tha month.' to ba raatrainad from action on aach an oecaaion. Had 
ha ponoiaad a modam Winehaatar. ha eoald hava rapoUad tha whoia array and laTod both 
thatradaraandthaircooda.'* Tb which SowaO adda: "At tha foot of tha hill. 100 yarda or 
from tha hoaaa^ ateod a larga traa, npoa which Caatlcman had tackad a piaoa of white 

to eerre aa a tai«at when he felt diepoaed to rifle practiea. Thia paper eanc:ht tha 
9W of an Indian aa he waa eeootiaff aioond. ■epaimted from hie companiono. and he eama ta 
the tree to eee what it waa. The lettler eaw him. and at onee r^eed hie rifle to take aim. aa 
thiawaBtootoodaehaneetolooeof Ullinffanlndlan. He bad often hit the paper tai«at 
at that diatanoa. Before he eoaU Are. however, hie prodeat wife laid her hand on the vnii 
•adfanplQredhimtodeeiat;thatif he killed one of them, the Indiana would be abnoat ania 
toattaek tha booaa. etberwiae thaymicht leave withoat moleetinc them. The Indian in 
qnertkn did not long rmeain aa a mark fcr the pioneer, for.aaaoon aa he dieeoverad th« 
bnlletbeieiinandnrauadtbepapercnthe trei^ he turned and loahed toward tha eabln. 
aad taUn* in the altaatioB, tan behind the tree, and aatac ft for cover, beat a baety r»> 



»« 
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Dot be ascertained. There w^ve jn^any bloody spots on the 
ground outside of where the Mexieaois lay. Cattleman now 
returned to the house, and taking his family^ hurriedly de« 
parted for Gonzales to carry the news. The Indian£p went 
baek towards the west, and no doubt had been on Geser's 
trail soone tiimey knowing the nature of the rieh booty which 
he carried. Theo^e were no white settlements from Castle- 
man's on to the Rio Grande, and over this vast territory 
the Comanches then roamed at will, and often captured 
taraine of Mexican carts and trade caravans". 



THE FIGHT ON THE BLANCO. 

The sequel to the above tragic a£6air will now be given 
as condensed and reconciled, from the two principal ac- 
counts — ^Brown's and So well's both Texas pioneers, and each 
an acknowledged authority on matters pertaining to our bor- 
der history.* 

When Castleman reached (Gonzales with the news, it 
qpread xapidly, and by daylight on tihe following morning, 
a party of about thirty* men were in the saddle and eur 
route to Castleman 's. Among these volunteears the follow- 
ing names — several of whom afterward won fame on other 
fields, or figured jxrominently in the fiery history of Tex- 
a»— are preserved: Matthew C'Old Paint") Caldwell, 
Dan McCoy, Jesse McCoy, James C. Darst, Ezekiel Wil- 
liams, John Davis, ''Wash" Cottle, Almaron DicikaiDsoai, 
(jmaartyijf of the Alamo) , Aaidrew J. Sowell, Sr., Dr. Ja&nes 
C. Miller, Wm. S. Fisher, (of Meor Expedition f<ame in 1842) , 



If Ai in tiM pMoedlnff affair. Brown and Sowell are at TBrfauwe. Wa ffira prcfarenca 
to tbm latter, tinea ha obtained hie infomation from aurvivinc partleipanta in the encaco- 
Bcnt. aupplTinff details. Sowell eaya twenty-eeven men eompoaed thia expedition, and 
plaeca then nnder wnmand of Bartlett D. McClnre. Brown aaja: "In a few hoora a band 
ef 29 or SO volnnteera, under Dr. Miller, were on the trail and fdlowed it acroaa the Goada- 
Inpa and vp the San Ifareoa, and finally into a cedar brake In a Tallcy a ur re u nded by hicfa 
hilla. prwnnabiy en tiie Rio Blaneo":and adda. "Thia waa on the aeeond day after thei 
"Itiapatefnltoadd,"eontinueaBrown,"thatthlBDr. Miller, hiter In the 
latonr.andlefttheeonntry, ■ettUnflnMiehican.nvrartoraCnm.'* Hia 
(aaBeoafSoandad with that of the -potrlotie Dr. Jamea B. Millar, of Fbrt 
diatiiwniahed in poblie lif a nadv the pnrrtaiee and Ravnblie af Toxaa. 
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David Haima, Landon Webster, Jonathaxi Scott, John CSaa- 
tieman, Tom Malone, — White, and Bartlett D. McGlnre — 
the latter beine ehoBezi eaptain. 

The trail of the Inddam (from Oaatleman's ranch) led 
up the south valley of the Giiadalux>ey cxosBing that river at 
a place now called "Erskine's Ford," within the present lim- 
its of Gaudalnpe county, and some twelve miles from Se- 
guin. After crossini^ Darst Creek, about twenty-six miles 
from Oonzales, and just below the ''French Smith Ranch," 
the Indians, it seems, amuaed themselves by secfaxmg spoola 
o^ thread to their horses' tails and letting it unwind across 
the flats and piraiiies as they traveled. The dropped 
strands thus served the settlers to follow the trail at a more 
rapid gait, but the Indians evidently apprehended no dan- 
ger of pursuit. They now bore to the northwest and to the 
headwaters of Mill Creek, jMissimg oiut across the York 
Creek divide. Though traveling slowly on aiccount of their 
heavy booty, the Indians moved steadily by day and night, 
whole the pursuers could onlty keep the trail int daylight — 
**two ravens," says Sowell, "followed in the wake of the In- 
dians picking up the offal from their camps, and would 
fly up and follow on at the approach of the white men." 

After breaking camp on the third day out, and some 
two miles ahead, the whites came upon the first regular 
camp of the enemy, on a high ridge, south of, aoidl over- 
looking, the present town of San Marcos, in Hays county, 
and wheire in a circle roundl a pole, tiie Indians had) tramp- 
ed down the grass — ^performinig their customary scalp danee, 
the night previous. 

From here, the Indians having entered the mK)untains, 
the trailing was more difficult and the pursuit slackened, 
the men making their Oast outward camp in the brakes of 
the Rio Blsanco. Hie signs now indicated that they were 
close upon the enemy, causing the whites to move with more 
caution. Just as they were entering a valky the heavy 
momiiig foig iUfted, aoid suddenly the yell of an Indian 
waiB heard on a mountain across the river. Captain Me- 
Clure now ordered a rapid advance, but soon entered! such 
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deiiMse brakes, tbe;^ wece compelled to dismoairt (leayiiig 
tbeir horsea) , aod ptioceed om foot. Scouts were now sent 
forward to reooimoiter,* while the others stowlgr f oltow- 
<*d in singlie file, stooping and crawlimg. as they weoit. ''Ei- 
maOlyi they came out iofto mi openii3,g near the river where 
three or four could walk abreast, <aiEid at this ioMrt^aint baiQg(l 
bang ! camie tbe sharp report of two rifles «tnd the yelling 
of Indians near at hand. Charge, boys I' EAiouted Me Clure, 
as he sprang in front. 'Here they are!' Pell-mell, in a foot 
race that had it been tiDmed, might have provcid famous, came 
the scouts closely pursued by a party of yelling savages, 
who were pulling arrows and adjusting them to their bow 
strings. SpiiDging to one side as their spies flew pasit. 
Captain McClure raised his rifle and fired at the foremost 
red akin to come in ranige; Castleman shot tbe next one 
who fell across the lifeless body of the first. Several other 
shots were fired> and a third> Indian had his bow stick shot 
in two while in the act of discharging an arrow. Thus sur- 
prised, the other pursuers beat a hasty retreat towards the 
river, yelling loudly as a warning signal to Ibeir comrades, 
of the danger encountered. By this time most of the men 
had gotten cle&r otf the brush and charged with their cap- 
tain across the open ground/' 

''Near the river" say& So well, "they met about fifty 



»Sow«ll lAjB two wcaau, Almaron DlekliiioB and Jmmm Dant, mm lent mhcad to lo- 
cate tlMliidiani:Bro«mMi«tlii«o-lfstdiMrCiddw«ll.X)«n MeCnrud EcdcM WffliaaM 
*w«nt f orwacd to reeoaaoiter. and add* a thrflUoy and amualBS. tet eoallictinc hurij—f 
"T^Qawing tfaa nawly nada oath of tha Indiana thiwwh the hrake, in ahoat three hvadtad 
FBKda, ther eoddealjr eama npoQ them dinBoaated and eatias; they ipeedily retired, hot 
were diacovered and, belaff oalj three in aomher. the whole crowd of ludiaaa f orioaaly 9Qr- 
•aed them with each jrelle at, reeooadiac fnta bhtff to blolf • eaaaed come of the ai«i ia aai- 
hoah to flee from the apparoat wrath to come; but of the whole anmber of 29 or 80, ilzteea 
mafnfained their poeltioa aad thair leniee. Daa McCoy, tlM hladmoet of the three iconta la 
aiade flle^ won a loaff -taOed coat. This waa aeiBed aad held by aa ladiaa. bat Old Daa. 
am he waa called, threw hia anaa backward aad dipped from the garmeat withoat atoppiac. 

exclaiaiiaff, 'Take it. d a yoal* Caldwell epraag first into the glade, wheeled, fired aad 

IckUed the first ladlan to enter. Others onaote to see throoffh the brush till exposed to Tiaw. 
zoahed iato the trap till aiae (?) warriors lay ia a heapb Realising this fact, aad raeh aa- 
axpected fatality, the parsaers raised that disnuU howl, which meaaa death aad defeat, aad 
fell back to their camp. The panic among some of oar bmb preveated pursuit. It la a fact 
that aasoag those seised with the 'buck ague.' were oMa then wholly iaexparieacad, wh* 
aab sa t aeatly beeaasa distiaguiahed for coolness aad bvavery." 



130 BORDER WARS OF TEXAS, 

IndiaiiBy and the figbt became genenal. The yelling of the 
Comanehea ahnoat di^owmed the report of the firearms^ and 
eeheed far np the Blanco valley. Bnt the Indians soon 
gave way, evidently fighting more in an atteimpt to crosa 
their packs ovei* the river. Another sharp fight took place 
at the river, soime of the IzDdians haltinf^ in the wttter to 
shoot, hnt the unerring rifles of the whites agadn caused 
them to flee in disorder — across the river and into the bmkei^ 
beyond, leaving most of their spoils," 

Thus the whites were victorious, without amy serious 
or fatal casualities and were gkid enough to abandon the 
pursuit without crossin^^ the river. Sowell afays, **Tbe In- / 
dians made a very poor fi^ht and seemed rattled at the ' 
very cammencement, shooting wild and running at every 
volley from the whites. They had evidently shot most of 
their arrows in the fight with the Mexicans. Those killed ' 
had hut very few in their quivers — some eveoi none." 

Regaining their horses amd carrying pert of tbe more 
valuable goods, the militant colonists returned home with- 
out further incident. The remaining spoils with many 
bows, shields, blankets £Qidl buffalo robes were cached on the 
bamk of the river, and a party afterward went hack for 
them, hut they had been badly damaged by sun txad rain. 

KUBDEB OF OANOMA. 

Catching the thread of narrative, dropped for the sake 
0^ chronological order in 1833, the reader will now leainn the 
sad story of Chief Canoma's fate. 

The Wacosi, Tehuaieanas, lonies, Anadarkos, TVmash, 
and other kindred tribes of the Caddoan coKifedexation, in- 
habiting the Upper Brazos and Itarinity Rivers, and known 
as the '*Wild tribes,'* were now openly h<ostille — especially 
toward the settlers of the Colorado, regarding them as a 
separate ^' tribe" from the people of the Brazos.* 



»*1b tha flnt MtttaMBt <tf AwtiB'i eoloiiy,*' Myi Ktuicir. "mom 
white MM ■toto iMinM ffe«m tlM GaddM sad kraocfat tktn into tlM Mttknnt at tte 
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During the spring of this yeax, th« faitiiful and intelli- 
gent old dhief , with hia hand of some thirty friendly Caddw, 
waa still alboxrt tihe settlements, and village of Tenoxtdtilan. 
Assured of his faitrhfnlnesB ito Hhe whdte» «(nd appreeiatdng 
his influence with the wild tribes, the Amerieans about tihe 
"Palls'' employed Canoma te go amcmg the hostdles and in- 
vite them to come in fior a jErdendJy talk and treaty; and 
partieulariy to recover two white captives then helcfr— diild- 
ren of a Mr. Rose. 

Cattic.ma, leaving two of his children as hostages, left on 



*M>"« from the thieves and returned them to the Indiana with explanations, which made a 

^*JL?r****'**™^"**'**"**''*'****^^'*^ Thesettleraon the Colorado were already in- 
volved in a war with the wild tribes, and the return of the stolen horses persuaded the In- 
diana that they were different tribes, one disposed to be friendly, and the other hostile." A 
Cwaprehensiye History of Texaa. Vd. 1. pa^ 14S. 

'■■^ ^^^^ Packer, an early emigrant to the eastern part of Texas, writing of affairs 
previous to and about this period, says: "At that time all the Indians east of the Braaoa 
river were peaeeable (7), and were located as follows: The Cooshatties and AUbamas lived 
onthe Trinity, in what is now Polk county; the Beedis on Beedi creek, south of the 'La- 
wwde' road, in what is now Madison county: the Wacos lived where the city of Waco now 
Is; theTehnacanasatthesiteof the present Tehuacana Hiffh School, Limestone county; 
the lonies on loni creek, where the line between Houston and Anderson counties now runs: 
the Kickapoos on the Neches and north of the San Antonio road. They wero all peaceable 
with the people east of the Braxos river, but most of them regarded the people west of the 
Braxos as a different race of people, and would commit depredatfons. kiUin^ and robbing 
west of that river, while mainuininff friendly attitude towards the peaple east of the Bra- 
soa."-Reminiscences of Pioneer Life In Texaa. ICSS. pa«e L 

Writinc of the Texas tribes. Captain Georse B. Erath says: "Thero in one thin« that 
we particularly noted about their superstitions, they always believed the people of Texaa to 
be of entirely different origin from the people of the United States; and they had the same 
ideas about a difference of tribes in Texas before Texaa was separated f som Mexico. Iven 
after they made their treaties in 1846 they believed that the white people of the Braxoa 
were altorethcr different 'tribes' from those on the Cokirado and west of that stresm. They 
claimed to be at pe ice on the Braxos, while depredating on the Colorado And this was the 
idea of aU the w Id Indians in Texas, exceptinflr. perhaps, the Tonka, who, from their total 
dlfferenee, and from the hatred against them by the other Indians, wero compelled to oc- 
cupy ffieund within the borders of white settlements. A small band or sub-division of Gad- 
des also maintained friendly intercourse with the settlers about the Brasos and did not par- 
tidpato in tliis wild idea, but»kBowinff that the people oa the Colorado made no dtstinetion 
betwesB Indians. tb«y kept akwf and refrained from goin^ westward of the waters of the 
Brasos. n mf in ing their hunting and camps within that scopeu Friendly and fearless, they 
were reg a rded as protectors to the settlen of the Brasoo. 

"Thie produced, about the yean 1884-6^ an antipathy between the people on the Colo- 
rado and Guadahipeb and the people ef the Bra»)e,aame going so fto as to charge the set- 
tlera on the Braaoe side with eonnlviBg at tiM outrages eenmitted out weet, and buying the 
■takBhones. The wild Indiana la doing mischief . would if poasibK poas out through the 
eanp of these mote eivUised bmda, and, when follofwed. It would thus hnpUeate thoee who 
were diaposed or aetaaUy friendly and iBBoeont-Haally prodnefang the gensnl faidiscrlml* 
Mtewar." "iKy Knowledge «f the Aborigineo of. Te3na".M88.Pi«e6-«.« 
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this pea«pe emibaaQr, and in due time retur&ed, zeporting tliait 
tli6 tribes visited would treat with the Brazos people, but 
that a majority vreie irnecoDicilable aosd very bitter against 
the setlitleans on the Coloradp — ev^en thien a party of tihe 
hostil^s were leaving <m a foray in tih<e direction of that 
i?ettlement. 

A messeoger rode rapidly fiiom the ** Falls*' to give 
warniiDg of this dfinqgiary but unfortunately^ amrived too late 
the wily foe having sUipped in, muidered a settler, stole a 
nuimfber of horses aoid left — elading the quick pursuit of a 
smiall party of citizeiQs under Edwand Burleson. 

Meantime some travekis, halting at the'' Falls, 'loi^t some 
horses— strayed away — a^d employed Canoma to reesver 
them, ifurodfihiiic^ him witih written authority for tiiat purpose. 
The aged chief wdth iAa wife and son, f-dUowing the track 
of the strayioKg animals westward, found themi near the 
Three Forks of Little River. '*If he had returned! at once 
to the settlements" says Kenney, "it wk)uld have savedt the 
life of himself and son, and* spared the historian a padnflul 
duty ; but, /being in no hurry, he stopped (to hunt, and while 
in camp was f cuDd by the pa*rty from Bastrop, who were 
pursuing' the marauders. " I , i 

Canoma prodtaced his eiedcntials, which must have been 
eonvi(ncin>g, sdnce it was plainly impossible fchr hun to have 
forged them. But, finding they were deliberating aboat 
taking his life, he begged them to go with him to the ''Falls," 
thdi^ty mifles away, where the owners of Ithe horses were, 
to verify his stateonent — a request whdeh could' not with emy 
reason be refused ; but it was left to a vote, and a fatal ma- 
jority condemned the plafinly innocent man* to death.* Ca- 
noma and son were tiieid to trees and shot — the sqjuaw bedng 
spared to find her way in alone to her peoplie. Though not 



♦Bwwa. womtmhat apoloBtte a My, My# Snri€ia« mad partjwara not awara of th« 
oM chiaf • faithfnineta. bot tat Burt w o n w— d to pit d to honor hto ei«l«itiato. Hiomoa, 
"ol r oo dj Jncomod. and Sadtav Oiiioinoia pomiIbb of tho honao undor rach ooa- 
pcmmtiiMM, gapowhi to unwoooiiimr owponitlqa—oyr looMftted br tho cMv- 
olrpoi mad kind hoortadBqriwoa." Ibt tho taiatod pogo eanaot bo oxpiinBod froai 
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tensuiixg the Brazos i>eopl6y the rei>ort o^ Htm c^cM-iblooded 
a€t greatly in-eeiifiied tUe remainder of Ibe bccidi who aio'w 
left th« eettlemeiDt under tbeir second, at warnchief, Choc- 
taw Tom, for the Indian conintry— 44iem«elve8 declaring war 
i^aismt tho Coloradoana. 

Thus the smoldering' sparks were being fanned, and as 
the 0ettlers eoctmia€d to piash out farther, and bolder, disre- 
garding the ^aneied rights and privileges of the different 
tribes, the Aames of savage* warfare were being kindled 
along the entire frontier. 



BOUnMa THE KEEOmS. 

In May of thds year, in consequence of dome depreda- 1%'iS 
tions; and sospecting the small tribe of Keechis, a company 
of about thirty Oaonmiiigs settlement men armed, mounted, 
and Ifeft Washington-tcn-the-Brazoe, against these Iikliaais. 
Arriving at their village on Boggy Creek, a tributary of I 
the Trinity in whftJt is now Leon county, ^they were met by, 
the head men of the tribe, who piiofeseed surprise, stoutly de- 
claring their innocence and friendship; and in proof ex- 
hibjted a (treaty with them signed by the emipresario Ster- 
ling C. Robertson. 

**We were about to depart wittk)ut molesting them," 
says Joel W. Robinson, who was ini the expedition, ''when 
some of our men, in looking about the village, saw axud re- 
eogndzed sevei^l horses which bad been stolen from the set- 
tlements on the Coloi^do. Finding they were detected, the 
Keechis seized their arms. We firedron tbem, killing two of 
Hheir number, wben they took refuge in> a thicket contigiuou«i 
to the viUaige, wliieh was afterwards bumed. ' None oi our 
men were &ngured. Papers were found in the village 
whichi were known to have been on the i>erson of a young; 
man named Edwards who was killed by the Indians tweoty, 
miles below Bastrop, a few months previonisly. 

''We immediaiely collected about thirty head of horsey 
and started homeward!. As we expected the Indians would 
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punsnie xta endi make aa effori to recoY<er their lioraes, a 
strong guard was plaoed arqiiBd our camp the eiuniiiig 
ni^ht. Atalatehour.x>neof4;he sentineLa fired of f hiB gun A«ud 
ran inito camp crying 'Imdians!' The night waa uniasiially 
daark, aiD*cl the taen, HoMmly aronsed fiom sleep, 'mi&totok 
one another for the enemy. Some cktbbc-d their rifles and 
knocked down their mefismates. Sevforal shots were akp 
firedy and one man (Benjamin Castleman) was killed and 
another wounded, -bef one the mistake was discovered. I 
think it probabde that the sentinel really saw Indians, hmt 
thiey did not mrolest ns. We retomed home withcnt fiirther 
mishap. Both Major Oldbakn and Oapt. John York claimed 
the command of this company, and were constantly quarrel- 
ing about it, (but neiither of tbem was ever fully recognEzed 
as sueh by the men." 



COLEMAN'S FIGHT— MOOEE'S EXPEDITION. 

Following this summary chiastisement oi the E^eeohis, 
Captain Kobert M. Coleman, of Bastrop, with a company of 
twenty-five, three of whom were Brazos men and' weU 
known to many of the Mdiai^, crossed the Brazos at Wash- 
in^toD, on the fourth of July^ enronte <to the Tehivaoana vil- 
lage, at the faniious springs of that name, now in Li'mestone 
county. 

The purpose of this expedition, it is said, was to hold 
council acnd form a treaty with the tribe, but spies gave 
warning of an armed force approaching, and taking it for 
granted that their iatentiona were hostile, the Indians took 
stipong position in their rifle pits, dug in the ground, fh-ing 
fupon the whites as they came within range. A des^rate 
fight now ensued in which a numfber of Indians fell, but they 
were obstinate and held' their gromnd, i:ei>elling all effiorts 
to dislodge them* frolm their strongholds; and in the esod 
compelling Coleman and his small force to retreat, with the 
loss of one man killed and four wotunded. 



BORDER WARS OP TEXAS. 135 

HaltiiDig^ at Fort Parker, two aaid) a half miles from the 
preseoLt town of Groeebeck, ColeSman sent mesBciifipers to the 
settlementa for re-inf oreementSy and waa soon joiiieid by three 
Yoluniteer companieci^ usider Captains Robert M. William- 
son, (the gifted, daiHitleaB, eloquent and ecoentrie three- 
legged Willie) Oeoiige W. Bennett and Cabeen. \ 

The whole was imder the ehief commacd of Col. Jiolm 
H. Moofre, with Joeeph C. Neill (a soldier of the Horse- 
ohoe) as adjutant ; the oombined forces immeddately march- 
ing to the yillage, but the IiMlians had timely warndBg and 
fled. 

ThjoB foiled in their plains to retaliate and punish the 
wily Tehuax^aoias, the forces mow scoured the co^raitry to the 
forks of the Tsrinifty, near the subsequent site of Dallas, 
passing over to etid down, the Brazoe; crossing that xiirer 
where old Fort Graham laiter etK>€d, ard returmed home 
after a tsrip of several weeks. But few Irdiacs were en- 
eountered om Uhe trip — ome wariior who was killed, and! a 
few women and children who w-esre captured, carried into 
settkanents, and sold for slaves — ^the only instance in all 
the Indian wars of Texas.* 

Although failing to eoigage the enemy and to strikie 
them a decisive blow, theoe expediticins and military demon- 
strations were not without their results — says Yoakuni: 
^'Thds seasonable display of force on the frontier was of 
great service, as it orver-awed the Indians, and also temded 
to discipline the voluoiteeTS, and prepare them for the toils 
and triumphs that awaited) thekn at (home. As ezpressed 
in the somewhat pompous language of one of Austin's 
'original 300/ 'this campaign on (t/he fromtfier was of 
great service, as it gave iibe Indnans an idea of what the 
Texans could and would do if they eontinued to bother 
them.' " 



»"The Mm« ezperiniMiV M7> Kenncj. "had bMB tri«l in aU tbm Strntm, bot it had 
ahraya prored a failure, as it did In thia inatanc*. Tk« Indiana would not worlc evan in 
alawj, and. anfortonataly. not in any othar co n d it ion." 
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HBROIO DERN8E OF THE TATLOB YAMILT. 

Besiidee serving as a conneeticg lick m the long and 
bloody chain of our frontier history, the foUowing kicideiQt 
ifi of farther conflideration bb illustratzflig the wonderful ihero- 
iam of the pioneer womcvi cf Texas. 

As early as 1833-4 the brave aaod' hardy piioiieers of Rob- 
ertson's GoloxQry or ''Milam Land District/' as it was af- 
terwards known, had pushed as far west as tbe present 
county seat of Bell county. Among the first — truly ad- 
vance-guards, and fcr sosne time thereafter the outermoat 
indMtbitaaits in that ddrectdon — were the Taylcr family, who 
settled near the Three Forks of Little Biver, in wbat is now 
known as ''Taylor's Valley," some three miles southeast of 
the present city Kxf Beltooi, and ahnoat the same distanxse 
above the "Falls." 

The home was a double log cabin with covered but ua- 
flocared, passage between — a door to each cabin opening to 
the passage ; the shutters lof riven slats, failing ,to Tetadbi to 
the top and leaving an opening of several inches. 

The family consisted of Joseph Taylor and wife; two 
gi^wn daughters, and twio sons, Stephen, the oldest, 13 or 
14 years of age— all the ehildrelii by a former, deceased hus- 
band, Mr. Frazieor. 

In the night of November 12th., 1835,* on tbe Ughit of 
the moon, and after the family had retired) — ^the parents and 
giris in one room; the two boys in the other — a party, of 
eleven Kickapoo Indians attacked* the house. The first 
intimation of danger was the fierce barking of a fad^th- 
fnl watch-dog which, however, was soon aknced witb an 
arrow. Approaching nearer, the Indians in broken English 
accosted Mir. Taylor, demanddng to know how many men 
were in the house: "We halve a plenty of mcni well armed 



»NcwB, howwrar frnportaat tiM cvMit, did not tn^ m fMt te that pionMr tloM, •» 
Thm%inmuoUUglbQom; aotiilmapli. tpS—btiiiaoeeMwaexf thto aSair t» tte 
— ly iMif ■ym» than pabBilMd to aU Ta«— . that H» wmA t n might teaa tlM Iwad lto M «r 
Mad tiM dataila ofthli thriniBt taefd»t. Jvat twwtir daora ahvMd bcfart tba 
Umad ita waj tola print. 
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ajQ^ readiy to fight," astswered Taylor. "You lie, omo 
man!" fihomt^d the red akim as he peexed throaijglL a 
email crack. Whereupon Taylor ttanwt him mtb a boerd 
caTuiog his hafity retreat. 

Meantime Mm. Taylor threw. opeA the door and called 
the hofTS to her room, whdch they reached unhaimed] amid a 
6ho:wer of baUe and arrows. At thia moment and 
just aa Mrs. Taylor cniceeeded in barring asid securing the 
door with a bea-vy tai)le, a powerful warrwr violenitly shook 
the shutter, demaudioig admdttancei saying, "Me poor lin* 
doaai. Wamt tobacco— no fight.". To whieh Mrs. Taylor 
boldly replied: "No admittamce, aoid no ixresenkts for rdd 
doils." The attack now commenced in earnest, the brave 
Mrs. Taylor comlmandiiaig the forces withdn. Placinjg a ta- 
ble against the dcor, she armed and moumted the young- 
est boy, only twelve years old, wdlh* kistructioBs to shoot 
the first InH&eoi that came in range, while the two girls 
were set to moulding bulleits, that the supply might not give 
out. For once Iftie boy on the-table found (the opening over 
the door i^utter, a conrvemeaiee. Procuring an axe from the 
wood-pile, one of the fiendfi started for the doer anod had 
reaiched the covered passage-way, when the brave little boy 
fired and the Indian dropped dead. Seeing the fate of his 
eanurade, another' demon rushed up and attemptetd (to drag^ 
tile dead one away, when with the same accuracy as the boy^ 
Taylor fired, felling the seccnd Indian, mortally wounded^ 
across the first one. The redskins were now more cautious, 
resontinig to strategy) rather than hazard the dangers of 
direct attack. The farthest end of the vacated room was 
fired, and as the flames imade rapid headway, thie exuUacit 
fiends danced and indulged in most demoniacal yells, which 
feu heaivily on th^e ears of the besieged and now seemiiigly 
doomed innqates. And now it was that Mr. Taylor, oofosid- 
ering their faite sealed, became rery much dispirited, and 
suggestdci to his wife that they| rush ouit and sarrendec 
"They will doubtless kill me, but make you and the eliilidrett 
pxisoners. In that event you must drop biAs of clothing om 
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^ay so that friendB oan foUow Bstd recapture y<m. 
the heroic m& aod moitheir with great eamestuflB and 
mMohite determinatifOn responded: ^'No! I had raftber ];>eri£lh 
Si.4aie flameB; had raither die a thciifiacd deaths, aosd see 
davighters killed, )rather then they abould suffer the 
imsMe aud agomzkng tortures of captivity iu the hands of 
merciless cmd savage f iemdis ! No ! you must take cour- 
cmd' fight. We must defend ouroelves to the last, and 
ii the woQisrt come, die bravely togi^ther!" Thia brme 
fcffwrted matron inftus^ her da'antless spirit imto all. 

JVIeanwhile the flames were nuakiiDig raxxM headway in 
flbe roof, and the fate otf the family now indeed seemed 
wmled, the fire would soon consume them, or force tbem 
#9 leave the bouse to meet a w;cree faite at the bandis of the 
nlesDfaess foe, unless it was checked. But the heroic Mre. 
X^lor in her desperate detenminatiom to save her loved 
wkies, was equal tx) the emergency, declaonng they would yet 
the congest and all be safved. Fortunately there was a 
barrel of home-made vinegar m the lorctm, and the 
[dl smpply of milk. Wilbh the^c she declared sbe could p^t 
the fire, and, saLting her action to the resolution, and 
a degree of courage evinced by few,* she mounted a 
and ascended the log wall to the roof. Removing the 
^*me^ht poles" and quicklor clearit]^ away the fboaidis or 
WMSi shflngles, making an opening in advance of the fire, 
then baring her head and chetst to the GKsnstant fia:e of 
enemy, she coolly a(nd judickoi&ly ditstributekl the fluids 
fBtb^ were passed up to her, quenehing and arresting the 
ther spread of the flames. And sunely old Afatrs dmiled 
4thi5 Sj>artan-like matron as she regained the flioor on- 



^Aftcnrarda. ia relating this feat to Capt. Shaplcy Rom. Mn. Taylor Mid thm 
r\t not of pcnoMl dansor tnm the anows of the Indiana, abuains th«m all tha whHa. 
■alba c atered paaaaga-way already deacribed. tliere wm auapended by bear graM thoaca. 
MUSaaotlty at "jerked** 'buffalo and bear meat. Aa the heat and flamM reached thia part of 
reef, the fat "baoon" waa ignited and besan to fry—the intenMly hot creaM atreamiair 
I the wounded Indian, Tirtaally oookfaw him alive, and eattaias him to utter the moat 
and affonizinc yeDa, sreatly to the daltsht of M ra. Taylor, who looked down upon 
luinnlnff wretch and exclaimed: "Howl, you yellow brutol You are not (It to feed to 
But we'll xoaat you f or tha wohrMir* 
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faarmed, but with se veral bxdlet hol«s in and tbrough her cloth- 
hug. While these scenes weire tranfipdriog, Mr. Taykxr asid 
thie eldteist ecm were zuci; idle. A borse w«u9 tied niear the 
house in th<e yard ; an Inddsaoi attempted to eeciune the am'- 
mal ; Mr. Taylor fired aind the thief fled, woiuMkd. Aiboi:A 
tbe same tittie the boy, Stephen Frazier, secured aim aoid 
wounded amother. The contest was now varying somewhat 
ini favor of the beeiefged. But the enejtny were loath to give 
up the oontest. The yigilant eye acd ear of Mrs. Taylor 
ouow dSadOTiered cne x>f the Inddans in< the outer chimMney 
corner, endeavoriflig to start a fire acd at the same time 
peeribg through a conaideirable hicle burnt in the dirt and 
wiocd ''jam," for a shot. Securing a large woodesoL diovel- 
ful <d live coals and titaolbera, she threw them< fiull into his 
face and bosom, causSng the red deval to spring away witb 
an agonizing ''waugh! ugh!" — to whdeh Mrs. Taylor 
somewbat facetiously ejaculated: ''Take that yen yellow 
vaxmiint, it will help ytu to kindle your fire!" This "hero- 
ic," ocfular treatment, it was afterwards learned, pailtially; 
deiitroyed the Indien's siglht. 

Thus disoomfitted and fodled, the Indians withdrew, 
and aJEter a abort dcnsultation, gave up the attack aokd left. 

Aoi hour or so later, the heroic faknily decided to leave 
their dismantled home— first seeretfng their beddibg and 
some other valuables iaot the Leon bottom, one of the boys 
servdng as sentinel from the house top while this was being 
done— and make their way to thear nearest neigihbor, Oapt. 
Gouldsby Childress, who had built a eabin on Little Biver, 
about seyciD miles below, and rear the present towB oif Bog- 
ero, where they arrived sokyn after daylight. 

In thie f oreccicn of the same day, Geoi^ge W. Chapman, 
in command of a aQokill cdnpany of rajngers stationed at the 
"Falls" of the Brazos, andvedat the Taylor cabin and were 
greatly surprised to find dt dismanrtJed' andl deserted, and 
naturally supposed the family had been carried into capti- 
vity, or murdered. The rangers out o£f th'e heads of the two 
dead and diarred Indians, stuck theoft on long poUes, and 
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Tiai«ed ftbem u a gmemme iv«inmi(g to other hoetiles that 
migibt pass thM yraj. 

SReverting UtaoB far into the mififty paflt— ihis tbrillkig 
«I>iMd« occurred' fiill 1fcr«e quartera of a century ago— to- 
day a beeiatiful and subetanltlal <sbty» in pK>int of nomibeni 
<eqiaal akaost to Itbe then eombimed vrhiie population of Tex- 
aa, burst upon the vidon of the writ^iv— enlivened) by Hbe 
flbrilL iwhisltLe of loeomotiveB and >tihe hummiing! ispGikdles of 
\xQiBy\ f actoriea — ^as he atanda upon tihe apot onee coveied by 
tbe Ttaylor home. A marble abaft should be reared) to com.- 
memoirate ilAie heroism of tihia >nobIe family of pEoneero— 4be 
proaninenit figure of which dhould' be a woman— tfae heroic 
Mrs. Taylor, rifle iu band, fai fighting aittitnide. 

All the paiiticipanta in thia affair have passed 
away»— Mr. Taylor soon thereafter; itbe noble Mvs. Taylor, 
''kk 1861 or '52," says Capt. Shapley Ross, ''re-ooeupiedthe 
old homefiltead, tibe scene of her desperate experience, in Tay- 
lor 's Valley, ini BeU county, and is said to have died 
there." Mrs. Chapman^ the eldest daughter, aarvivedi tiHl a 
few years ago. 

A few years before his death, /the gallant ranger chfief, 
Col. ''Rip" Ford, iiu resi>onse to the author's request for 
date ovh this af£air, wrote: 

''During 1888 the writer was at PleasajQtxxn, Atascosa 
county, where he met Mra Chapman, the wa^iow of Oapt. 
Geo. W. Cha^pman, as brave an Indcan fighter as ever oet 
loot cai Texas sodl — winaung his first spurs as laeutenaiEit in 
Capt. Shapley Ross' ranger compamy; and who died in 1879. 
Mrs. Chapman was the eldiest daughter of Mrs. Taylor 
and partacdpated in the thidlling episode referred to. At 
that time Chapman made his home with the Taylor 's, but was 
absent whem the fight occurred. I , 

"Mrs. Chapman explained the cause of the difficulty. 
A party of Toad:awa Indliana were cami>ed near Taylor's 
house. A party of Eickapoos were known to be in the vi- 
cinity. The Tonkawas infionmed Mr. Taylor they W€Q;>e goong 
to steal the horses of the Eickapoos. Mr. Taylor losasted 
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thtv should ivot, hecauae thoir pnozJtDiitj to has home might 
implicate liani. Tbey agreed to move away, but ff iled to dfo 
ao, till they ihaidl ^bcien the boroes and! manieuyeped) bo bs 
t«o cause the Kickapoos to blame Taylor. Preparations were 
mwdk for d'^'fiense in case lof trouble — ^Taylor had cnly two 
gnxw; Gbapmiaai badf gone to NaslwiUe to prooore mone. He 
reachied the Taylor home about dayHght, and fxadonig it part- 
ly coD^omed and vacated, and naturally suppfcsong th« in- 
mates bad been murdered, perhaps burned or carried off 
captives, be hastemed back bo Nashville and told tbe sod 
Dews. A company of rangers end citizens waa qufokly en- 
route Vo the scenie— 'they met the Taylor family on the way. 
Tbe fugitives were in a sad! plight ; tbedr clothintg alimiOBt 
torm to pieces from contact with the bush<e8 anid briars; in 
reality they were almiost naked fitom the waist down. — Said 
Mrs. CSbapman: 'All of ua wiere in a state of undress. My 
two brothers were almost without clothing. We weire mutch 
fatigued', and hungsy; everyltbing to eat had been builned. 
Wbeni ym reached the house of Mr. Ohildtress, we were weiEl 
treated'. After we had) been tbere sixteen days our do|g 
came to us, but he never recovered from' bis wound.' As 
tbe Kickapoos surnounded the house, Mr. Taylor talked 
witfa them andi asked themi to desist till he could explaikv; 
that he would go wdltb th^m to the Tonikawa camp next day 
and prove his innocence ; bat they refused, saying he waa a 
party to the theft. The beleaguered family understood the 
aituaition. There waa no chance to escape. It was fight, and 
Vhe cUaneea were to die. Mrs. Taylor advocaited fight- 
ing to the bitter end. Triuo heroine, cftie d^eservea 
a monumen)t» not of macble alone, buit a place in tbe 
heart of every one who admires undaunted courage— mor- 
al and physical — and which menacin|^ dangers cannot shaike 
nor tinne abate." 

'*P. S. 'Captain Chapman, my late husband,' says 
Mrs. Ohapman, 'came to us at ilhe home of Mr. ChildreBB. 
Bo bad been to our houae. Tho bodies otf the twto Ind&ana 
wore being eat» by tbe hoigs: fioth the rooms of tbe houae 
wene burned. He supposed the hogs were feastiiig <m tbe 
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dead bfodies of the Taylior family and koew xk> better till 
be tneaebedi tbe hotise of Mr. Cfaildrefis.' " 

Briefly referdn^ to ''The Taylor Fight'* in a note to 
tbe BeltoB (Texas) JoTumal in 1886, Vhe Hon. G<eo. W. T^ler, 
himself the worthy eon of a, noble Texas pponeer— 
Jndge OrviUei T. Tyler — said: **Mr9. Chapman vis- 
ited her frievidB in Bell conntyi somte nine or ten 
years ajgo, -when I called npon her and obtained a very 
fnll account of the whole affair, whfiich I redoced to wrilBtog 
at the tiimie in the form of notoeii bnt they were destroyed 
when my office bnraed in 1879« She was a mere child 
when the fight occurred, but her recollections of the 
mmutest details were vivid^ accurate and interesting. Mrs. 
Ghapman lives in Atasco^ county. Her husband, Qeo. W. 
Chapman, now deceased, was a brother of Mr. W. S. Chap- 
man of Temple. He lived formerly fini Bell county , and was, 
as I understand it, a justice of the peace at tiie first or- 
ganization of the county, for «one of the county precincts. 
There is a story amonig the old settlers to the effect that 
when he held his last term of court, a difficulty arose 
among the bystanders, and the constable attempted to re- 
store order, whereupon the crowd ran the constable away, 
and there was therefore, no officer present to make pro- 
clamataon of the adjoiurcnient of 'His Honor's' court, and 
that said court has remained open ever since." 

To the late Capt. W. T. Dajvidson — one of the very 
early residents of old Nashville — we are indebted for 
many valuable notes on the Taylor fight and other early 
imeidents in that section. He says: ''I write entirely from 
memory, and after ^le lapse of many years, but in* the 
main think I am accurate. The Taylor family andl my 
mother with her family of five children (the Comanches 
having* murdered my fatiher in 1836), lived after the in- 
cident at the town of Nashville on the Brazos, and some 
twenty five miles below the sf.(ne of Taylor's fight; Baoid 
I have heard Mrs. Taylor relate the affair to my aM>ther 
on many occasions. 
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''There were miany stirrisg erveiute takiiyg place all 
time; (me in -wMeihi Joe Taylor, of Taylor's VaUey figbt 
partacipated. He wm carryjpig tbe mail between Nashvilfe 
and Indepcudenee, and was relnming after night when wiHk 
in about two milee of town he diaeovered! five or six I»- 
dians ju^t above the roadl sitting om tlieir horses. TsjlfKm 
hailed them, and at the same time put spurs to his 
with the Indians right at his heels. On and on theyet 
like a whirlwind into town. One big, stalwart fellow ci 
right alongside and tried to grapple his bridle reins. Tifjr^ 
lor, who was carrying a rifle, but being so closely pursued^- 
was unable to uee it up to this time, struck the Indian OTer 
the head and landed him on the ground. The people of tki^ 
town' sooiD collected around) Taylor and wanted to 
what he was making all thai; noise about — ^hollering 
here boys, run here boys!' lie then; related his experici 
and showed a wound hie had leceiv^ at the hiands of 
red' devils." 

The ''Three Forks of Little River," coaistituted by t&e 
juncture of the Leon, the Lampasas and the Salado, 
deidgnaited by the Mexicans as well as the early 



settlers, as the ''Sant Andtres," was a notable locality 
the colonial and p&onieer period of Texas, many stirr]n<g epi^ 
sodes occurring in and around the vicinity. Speaking off 
the Laonpasas, (Watter Lily) and' the Saladio, (Sallfiflib) ilL 
may be of intere^ to know the names of these two ifi'fiiww 
were, in some way, perhaps by blundering geogr&phen^ 
tramsposed — ^the original nomenclature being characteristis^ 
of the two waiters, whale the unf ortonate change is ttotlee- 
ably incongruous. In like manner were the "Brazos" sanS. 
"CoLonado" mdsnomered. 

Jn September of tbis year surveying parties were ^- 
tad out by Thomas A. Oiiaves, for locating lands in the 
then Ntpidly seittUng Robertson's Colony. While wv>rkin|^ 
the San Gabriel they we're MUfyrised! t>y a band of d 
remitting Indians — ^two of the iMirty killed, and the othMm 
barely escaping by flight. 
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* . In November following^ the same mooCh id whieh oc- 
curred the Taylor attack, and in the same locality, W. G. 
^arks, his negro mian, Jack, and Michael Beed, 
with an ox wagon loaded with com, left the now nnknown, 
but th^en importnnt point called ^'Tenoxtitlan,'' to seek a 
camping place and tiltimate home on the ^'Bio Sam Aoifdres^' 
Xmow Little Bive^) about ten or twelve miles aoutheaat of 
the present city of Beltoti. Tbe sequel te beet given by 
Joho Henry Brown, <an acknowledged autborkyi ou maftrtera 
of Texa« border hiAtofry:- '' Sparks, Beed and Jack ar- 
rived aiud pitched camp at a point on^ Little Biver on what 
iiaa since been known as the Sparks League. Th^ on the 
same day, coiMructed a pen in which to place their ciorn. 
iAs tbe ndgbt approached, Mr.Beed crocsed the liver and 
paased his first night on Little Biver in the camp of a 
aewiy arrived emigfrant named John Welsh. Outside of the 
Taylor family that entile country was then a vast, but 
beautiful ajud lovely soiatude. In most other outside locali- 
ties, as at Bastrop, Oonzales, Tenoxititlan and elsewiiiere, 
families congregated for the time being m a special settle- 
ment and) had their temporary fields around' them, wbereby 
•& the available force could be rallied in a momont for 
defense. But these men on Little Biver had no such nux^le- 
v. They took life with all it? hazards and moved in the 
ycfty heart of an Lidianj country. 

''On this tirajt night tihe Indians attacked the lonely camp 
!»^ Sparks and Jack. Many shots were fired and were heard 
by Michael Beed and Joba Welsh on the opposite side of 
the river. Sparks •and Jack, in the dark, nought refuge in 
a thicket. The IndSsos seemed afraid to attack the camp 
and retired. In the nnoming S|>ark» and Jack struck oat 
for Tenoxtitlan, an tbe Brazos. Michael Beed end) John 
(VTelsh on visiting the camp and findiug no cue, took up 
thdr effects and Tetumed to the Brazos. On their way and 
wear where Brushy Creek enters the San Gabriel, Sparks 
sud Ja«k met two men, brothers, named Biley, with two wag- 
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oofl, tbeir effecfts, im^ee and children, destined for the 
Lfcttte River settlemeii't. They lapprised tbem of the previ- 
ous mgbt's IhappeniaxgB and advised them to return, but 
they ni^ould inoit, and moved on. Inside of a mile tbe In- 
dians appeared, profeesed friendship and claimed only to 
be following Sparks and Jack. Thereupon the ibrothers 
Riley countermarched. But as they were entering the bot- 
tom at Brushy Creek the Indiaois appeared on eaeb side of 
the wagons. As they entered the creek one savage jumped 
on the lead horse, cut loose his haones, and was about 
to wliirl round for offensive measures, when one of the 
Riley brothers shot hl!m dead. Then began a vigorous fight. 
A young man of the party, with the women and children, 
fled to the brush and kept on fleeing until, in about two 
days, they reached the settlements on the Brazos. Very 
SKxon one of the Rileys was mortally wounded, but before 
dying killed two — ^so that the deceased brother and five 
Indians lay dead in the bed of the creek, within a few 
feet of each other. The attacking party, in view of such 
mortality, fled, and left the field to the survivdng Riley. 
Nothing daunted, he took from one of the wagons a mat- 
tress, on: which he laid- bis dead brother — covering him in 
sheets and quilts, to keep the wolves from mutilating his 
body — ^then mounted one of Iho horses and) next day ar- 
rived at the settlement of Yellow Prairie, now in Burles»oa 
county. He returned with a party and buried hia broth- 
er. Soon afterward, the Rileys left Texas and returned 
to Mississippi." 

Both Reed and Sparks faave relatives yet living in that 
yjseindty ; all honorable and worthy — ^William, a son of Mi- 
cfaaei Reed, having served as first sheriff of Bell county. 
Sam Sparks, a moet estimable and wotrthy descendant of 
W. C. Sparks, is nlow holding tbe office of State Trea»- 
urer.* 

Numerous other tragedies and aneidents oi border 
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ivwf ane occurred doring tbu jrear-— the exact dates, 
ft inataneea reliable details, of which an kfcking. 



MUIDIB or TBI EAMOBEMS. 

In the coaxM of aome ezMTatioiia }Mtm made in the 
^onrttionae yard at Corpoa Chriati an 1909^ eighteen h-nmsA 
skeletona were xoiearthed. The cmeaooM duooYefjr exr 
cited much cnriosity and) speculation Iffl the mjsterBr was 
doared) away by Mr. Frandalig» one of tfae oldest inhabit- 
ants of the coaat cpundry, and' reaUUiiff in tbe Tficinslgr as 
far back as 1836. ''In 1835/' he said, ""there remded a 
ahort distance west of tiie site of CSorpns CSiristi, a ranchman 
Alejandro Garcia, who had in his employ abyont twenty 
peona. The Lipan Indiana, al>oat one hnndMd atrong, made 
a raid on tbe ranch^ and recognising his inaibilty to hold 
ont against so formidable a band of IndSana, Oaicia andi his 
peons fled for their lives in t his direction. They were pur- 
sued and overtaken near the present site of Cotpna Chrie- 
ti, and thcugb they made desperate resistance, were final- 
ly oyercome and moat,, if not all, msflBacred. After 
the Indiana had retreated, Mexican soldiere from) San An- 
tonio and rancheMM from inAeiveiiing points, came and bur- 
ied the unfortunate vicrtims at or near wheie tliey fell, 
and, to the best of my recollection, that point is about 
where the presenft court house stands/' This is the ac- 
count in brief — the key that imlocks the past and reyeals 
(the fate of participants in one of the many bloody, but un- 
written scenes by which this ''fairest spot of God's crea- 
tion, ' '* now peopled with a generation who know the red 



»n«Gardev» mji: "Daprtdfttlon aftar dsprtdfttlea MotlBMd. iBttoaambto partte 
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man onil^ m aome legendaxy b^g, was wrenched f rooi m 
ennel and rel^atkaa a i«eei wben rouaed to reaentment^ aa 
erer inhabited any portion of th<e globe f rom the diay it was 
firat flung imMiMned, nncoltirated^ from tbe creathro hand of 



FATB or Pimt MEEOnL 

The MereeiBy (Beter and Jeme) were the fivat aettleaa 
in the Baa Gabriel. Th«7 built « nide cabin on the bank 
of the river, and cleared a small farm in the boMtom near 
what ia now San Gabriel poat-office. Jeaae Mercer 'a wife 
was dead and he and his chUdren lived withi Peter Mercer, 
who waa marrledi but had no ehild^n. One day when 
JeaM* waa absent, a party of Indiana approached the houae, 
bnt manifesting friendriilp, siirvonndied the settler in his 
yard, when they aeized hia gun and discharged ita cootenta 
into his body. In the atonies of death he ran aome distance 
aiii sprang from a bluff, lodging in the nndeibnmh below, 
a corpse. While the Indiana were engaged in a fatile 
seardb for his body, Mrs» Mercer with the children and a 
negro boy, fled down the bottom, and reached the slight^: 
fliiahed river, which waa creased with some dif f icnlty — tying 
a grapevine around the waist of the negro boy, and holding 
the other end while he carried the children across, one at a 
time. After other adventures and mnch sufferiitg from 
hunger, the fugJtiTea made tkeir way down to the settle- 
ment on the San Galbriel, in what da now Malam couDity. 



OTHEE EKOOUHTIBI. 

Enroute from Fort Marlin to the FaUs of the Braces, 
and when about midway their journey, David Bidgeway, 
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recently from Tenn^Gsee, and •aasother man 'wbose namie 
is not ^iven, were ambushed by a party of Caddos. Ridge- 
way fell mortally wounded at the first volley of arrows, 
but his conupanJion fortunately escaped by the fleetn«s8 of 
Lis harse. Citizens pursued, but failed to overtake these 
merauders. ''Quite a uAimber of people about this time" 
says Wilbargier, ''were killed around Port Marlin a;ndthe 
settlement robbed of an immense amount of proiperty — th'e 
Indians dfoing all they could to break it up." "For some 
reason," contmues Wilbarger, "the Indians fought harJer to 
retain the BrazoB couintry than any portion of the State. 
The soil of no State ini the Union has been crimso,ned (with 
the blciod of so many brave defenders as that of Texas — ^not 
even excepting' Kentucky, th<i 'dark and bloody giround."' 

In the summiea* of thi^ year, James Alexandeis one of the 
early and valuable citizenssi of Bastrop, and his son, a youth 
i.r sixteen, were murdered by Indians at the head of Pin 
Oak Creek, on, the Wilbarger "trace," niear its intersec- 
tion with the old La Bahia (Goliad) road. They were freight- 
ing goods in ox wagons from Columbia to Bastrop, and 
halted to "noon," when the Indians, under cover of a ra- 
xinef crept up and fired' at sueth close range as to powder- 
l:urn; the clothing of the two unsuspecting men. After 
<(calpdng and ihorribly mutilating the bodies of therr vic- 
tims, kilUu'g the oxen, and plundering and destroying the 
wagons and ccntente, the fiends left, goinsg in the direc- 
tion of the "Palls." 

The bodies of the unfortunate men wepre discovered by 
parties traveling the roadi a few hours later, when the 
alarm spread, a party was soon organized, and in puracut, 
^olloiwdng the tradl of the savages to Little River where it 
was lost. Howiever, the party continued to scour the coun- 
try, and when some MtsT miles above the "FaUs" of the 
BrasoB, they found a Caddo Indian who was captured aad 
farced to guide them to has camp some five miles away, 
where they found four other waisriors, and two squaiws. The 
whites killed the five wurriorsi but spared the women— aa 
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aot that at least palliates to th^ favor of the ifhiteBi ainoe 
fho Iivdiaw make no difltinetion in £rach inataAea ; sparing 
neither men, "womien CMyr children* 

No atatement bafl Ifeen preserved alleging that goods or 
aniyi other evidiences 'vrere diseoTered in the camp of the^e 
Iiidiaos implicating them in the murder of the Alexan- 
deafs. 

Briefly, in eloadng this period, we mention a few) of the 
masiy incsdenta and tragedies oocsurring in 1835: A Mr. Al- 
bright VPBS killed by Indians on his fainn near Fort Homton ; 
j<im<e8 Boazman (or Boosseman), warn killied at Boozeman^i 
Feny on the Triosl^y'— he had driven his wagon into the river 
to soak and swell the wheels, when Indians killed faiin and 
eanied away his heraes ; about the same time and perhaps 
the same Indians, (a foot party* of ten or twelve) killed 
Mr. Bradley Davds. Davis and a Mr. Leathers were oiut 
bee tree hunting — ^Leathers escaped after a hard race; Tom 
Green was waylaid and killed by Indians on Eeeohi Creek 
in what is now Lean county ; two families named Bity were 
moving west, on the old San Antonio road, and were near 
the Navasota Biver, when they were attacked by Indiais. 
They corralled their wagons and lyerpared for defense — 
one of the men was killed at the first fire,, but * the • other, 
aided by. the women, made it hot for the red skins, causing 
them to finally withdraw. These emigrants retraced their 
steps back east ; the Indians stole some horses on San Pedro 
Bayou and were pursued by a small party of men. In the 
charge James McLaoie and Isaac Sheridan were killed and 
the remainder of the party forced to retreat; at another 
time horses were stolen and a party of settlers went in pur- 
suit, overtaking, and killing some of the Indians on the 
Trinity. In the fight Wm. Foster was killed. 

At this period scouts were kept in the woods most of the 
time watching for trails and bi^ha of Indians and to give 
alarms. 
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tiMaee to the Bmot, «ipotiiir to the derattating and aaa- 
roiaaiy fury of Mezioan soldiery, all the aettlements in Tex- 
at, aare those on Red Rirer and abont Nacogdoches and San 
Augustine ; and the sweeping forward of a powerfnl Mexi- 
can army across Texas in three diTisionSy from the western 
Rentier toward the Sabine, like a drag net, constitnted a 
aeries of calamities of the most appalling nature. Apparent- 
ly th^ iK>rtended that the tragedy enacted on the plain of 
Ouadalupe, in Zaeateoas, wss to have a dresdful sequel in 
Texas, that would leave the despotism of Santa Anna firmly 
enthroned from the western confines of the United States to 
the Pacific Ocean, and southward to tho Caribbean Sea. It 
seemed probable that the only visible reminders that would 
remain of the effort made by Anglo-American civilisation 
and liberty, to plant tbemsselves in the beautiful and pleas- 
ant land, and change it from a wilderness into a well or^ 
dered and populous commonwealth, would be the graves of 
patriot heroes, who had tried and failed. 

When Gen. Houston fdl back from the Colorado, the 
greater number of the volunteers with him, left the army 
to hurry to their homes and remove their families eastward, 
before the Mexicans reached them. 

Panic-fear among the defenseless women and children, 
spread like fire in flax, resulting in what is known to his- 
tory as tho ^'Runawsgr Scrape.''. Nothing could allay it. 
Thousands of women and children, with and without escort, 
thronged all the routes of travel, hurrying afoot, horse- 
back, and in vehicles in the direction of Louisiana. Women 
gave birth to children by the roadside with no one to care 
for them. Many of the sick and feeble died by the way. 
Back of those who constituted the anguished, scattered, 
scurrying throngs, were their homes, and all the proper- 
ty they had accumulated by years of toil and hardship. 
The Mexican troops reduced many of these habitationa to , 
ashes, and they wantonly destroyed thousands of cattle and 
horses. 

In addition to all this, the Indiana took advantage of 
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. Xbe eonfusion and weakened power of resistancei to wage 
fiendinh warfare, attended by murder and robbery. 

Parties of ' refugees were several miles east of the battle 
ground when they heard the booming of cannon at San Ja- 
einto. They halted to await newa of the issue of the eom- 
test. Couriers dashed along the roads next day and gave 
inteUigenee of the splendid and decisive triumph. A few 
more days, and it was known that Santa Anna had been 
captured at San Jacinto, and that, under a treaty entered 
into with him, all the Mexican troops in Texas, except 
those captured at San Jacinto, were on the march back to 
Mexico, followed by a Texan force that buried the remains 
of the victims of the Ooliad massacre, amd saw that i^te 
terms of the agreement were observed. 

An election was held in September, at w«hich the consti- 
tution framed by the Plenary Convention in March, was 
adopted, and a president and vice president, members of con- 
gress and other officers, were chosen. Congress met in 
October, and General Sam Houston, as president, and Mira- 
beau B. Lamar, as vice president, were inaugurated; and the 
Republic of Texas was launched upon its glorious career — 
extending to the time that Texas became a state o^ the 
American Undon in February, .1846. • • 

The charred bones of the martyrs of the Alamo were 
collected by Seguin from the ashes of the pyres upon which 
their bodies had been consumed, and were interred at the 
Cathedral of San Fernando in San Antonio. The people 
bent themselves to the accomplishment of the new destinies 
that opened before them, and the constructive work of 
building a noible commonwealth, consecrated to libertty, 
order, peace, prosperity, enlightenment and progress, 
was begun in earnest, and has been continued to this day — 
with results that prove that the blood that was shed, the 
sacrifiees that were made, and the sufferings that were en- 
dured, were not in vain. 

The Texas i>eople of 1836 mourned that Travis, Bowie, 
Bonbam, Crockett^ Fannin and a host of others were gone, 



BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 153 



and were s«t with them to enjoy the fraita «f Tietoty; 
this sorrow, too, wag made more poignant by the untimely 
loss of the great Stephen F. Austin, also the Aoble pa- 
triot, lA>ren£o de Zavalla. But their eorrows were tempered 
wiltbi the proud joy that tbey had won renown ^nd deathless 
f am«, establishing for Texas, memories and traditiena that 
conserve patriotism and eiTie virtue to remoiel^t times. "A 
land without memories and traditions of patriots is a land 
withiout liberty." 

The Texan war for independence in some respects - is 
without a parallel, and the final victory .at Saik^ Jacinto will 
ever rank as one of tbe astonishing feats of mJJitary history. 
Tbe great leader in that campaign and victor at San Ja- 
cinto, Sam Houston, (he needs no title), was yet long 
spared to the people. Audi be it was that so well and faith- 
fully guided and guarded the destinies of the dearly bought 
new land of liberty— 4h<9 Lone Star Republic. 

The matter of the Cherokee claims came before the 
Fknary Convention, but was not finally acted upon, owing 
to the haste, confusion and alarm that prevailed. 

The Cherokees considered their rights secure, in view 
of the action taken by the Consultation in 1835, and of the 
treaty entered into with them in January, 1836. They, 
therefore, remained quiet. But Sam Houston was the factor 
that kept these Indians pacified and in check. Other and 
hostile Indians glutted, as far as they could, their lust for 
revenge, blood and plunder, and the Texas people had to 
fight them with one hand while they fought combined Mexi- 
co with the other. 

Morfitt's report to Secretsry Forsyth in 1836, gave the 
following estimate of the number of Indians in Texas at 
that time: Wacos, 400; Tehuacanas, 200; Tonkawas, 800, 
Cooshatties, 350; Alabamaa, 250; Comanches, 2,000; Caddos, 
500 ; Lipans, 900 ; smaller bands, 800 ; Cherokees and their as- 
sodate bands, 8,000, a total of 14,200. 
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WAJLvam or hau's ooLomr. 

Noting tli« futile efforts of the few EngUrii colonitfai un- 
der Dr. Jolia Charles Beftle, to exist on tlie extreme bor- 
detii of Texas, or mtlier, at that lame, wiUtin thie limits of 
the state of Tamaulipas, between the Nueces and Bio 
Grande, we find its sequel in a most sad and bloodj 
tragedy. 

In 1832 Dr. Beale, a native of Bngiandy but then resi- 
dent in the city of Mexico— having married the widow of 
Richard Exeter, an English merchant, and whose maiden 
same was Dona Maria Dolores Soto— in partnership withi one 
or two other gentlemen, secured a contract or i>ermit from 
the State of Ooahuila and Texas for colonizing a tract of 
three million acres between the rivers Bio Grande and 
Nueces. 

Omittiiig many interebting details incident to its estab- 
lifiiiment and brief existence, we shall briefly trace the his* 
tor^*^ of this colony ais gkaned principally from Kennedy's 
* * Texa6 ' '—losing with the sad sequel. 

The first and so far as we can find, only English colony— 
fifty-nine men, women and children — sailed from New York on 
Novemiber 10th., 1833, in Iflie schooner Amos Wright, Capt. 
jMcnroe, for Aransas Bay, and where after a tempestuous voy- 
age they arrived and disembarked on the 13th. of December, 
goicLg into oamp, and remaining throiu(gb most in*- 
element weather, till the end of the month. On the 3rd. of 
January, 1834, Dr. Beale iiaving procured teams and means 
of transportation from Goliad, the party left overland for 
the interior. The weather continued very wet and cold, 
and much suffering was experienced by the ''new comers" 
c*n the route. Crossing the San Antonio Biver and leaving 
Goliad with fresh oxen on the 20th., they arrived at the 
^'Baneho" of DonErasmo Seguin at noon on the 31st. of 
January. Borrowing of the Don five yokes of oxen, they 
pounded on, 

''February 41fli., made «n early start reaching a small 
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bMok caUed the SalAdo, tirelre miles diatanti where we 
f oraied otir euip with preet preeautiea, «a tliia plaee it 
famoiiB for the morden oonmitted by the TahuaeafliMv 
being one of their nraal resting plaeea*'' 

About noon on the following dajr the trarel-wom emi* 
grant* drove into San Antonio. '* Bexar ia one of the poor* 
eat, moat miserable places in thia country. The Indiana 
steal all their horses, rob their raocberos and nearly werf 
week, murder some one or two of the inhabitants. From 
want of union and energy, they tamely submit to this out- 
rage, which all admit is inflicted by a few Tahoiacanaa." 

Besting here till the 18th. of February, the now more 
cheerful colonists left Bexar with fifteen carts and wagona 
for their final destination near the Bio Orande. Ten days 
travel from San Antonio brought them to the Nueces Biver 
— ^which they crossed ^'with the English and Mexican flags 
flying and the people cheering most enthusiastically" — and 
for the first time entered the lands dtesignaited as Bestle's 
Colony; and in commemoration of which event one of the 
par^, Mr« Little, carved upon a large tree on the west bank : 
'^Los Primeros Colonos de la Villa de Dolores pasaronel 28 
de Febrero, 1834,'' the Ex^lish rendition being: <<The first 
colonists of the village of Dolores passed here on the 28th. 
of February, 1834,''— many of them, alas, never to pass again. 

After exploring the country in various directions and 
arranlging other preliminaries, the ISttle band of colonists f i- 
nalily halted, Marob 16, on the Los Moras Greek, below the 
presemt town of Del Bio and some ten or twelve miles 
from the northeast bank of the Bio Grande ; and where they 
chose the site for the proposed village of Dolores — ^a name 
bestowed /by Dr. Beale in honor of his absent wife. Munic* 
ipal officers were now elected, the comer stone of a church 
laid with much eeremoAy, tents, huts, and cabins erected, 
streets and plaass platted, and the foundation for a perma- 
nent town laid — ^including the building of a brush wall 
around it for proteclSon against the wild Indians, who then, 
M for generationa before and for fifty years afterwards, 
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Wiere a terror to the Mexican population of iSbaXt frontier. 
''But the settlement at Dolores did! not prosper/' 
says Kennedy, owimtg to a variety of canses; of which 
the principal, apparently, was th« abeence of proper quali- 
fications of the colonists thiemselves. A drouth prevailed and, 
without irrigation, the colonists failed to raise crops ; the fre- 
quent murders of rancheros by Indians caused the colonists 
much apprehesisioa and uneasiness, lest they should be 
attacked by the savages. As time passed conditions 
grew worse, and much dissatisfaction arose, causing 
parties of the settlers to leave for Manclova, and 
other Mexican towns, Santa Pisa, San Fernando and other 
places, and still others for the coast to seek vessels and re- 
turn passage to their native land — till finally on the ITth. 
of June, 1836, the settlement was entirely abandoned, the 
last to leave bedng Mr. Palmer and seven others who wenfc 
to San Fernando where we lose sight of them. And' thus 
perished the bright hopes and persevering efforts of those 
ardent, but unfortocaate men and women, to sustain them- 
selves and acquire a home and heritage in the wilds of the 
tbe new world. In the language of historian Kennedy, 
himself an» Englishman, and chronicling the trials and fail- 
ures of his .own countrymen : ' ' And though Dolores ob- 
tained a place on the map, it had no pretentions to the 
name o^ a successful settlement — further supplying evi- 
dence o^ the superiority of the Anglo-American in forming 
colonies. The North Americans are the only people who, 
m defiance of all obstacles, have struck the roots of civili- 
zation deep into the soil of Texas. Even as I trace ithese 
lines, I reflect upon their progress with renewed wonder 
and admiration. They are, indeed, the organized conquer- 
ers of the wild, uniting in themselves the three fold aittri- 
butes of husbandmen, lawgivers, and soldiers." 



TBV SAP SVQUEL. 

And now, passing over the truly pathetic, revolting and 
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heart-rending parts, we moat briefly narrate the sad, sad- 
dest of ally sequebp — the mnrder of the last twelve colomstB; 
capture of Mm. Horn, Mrs. Harris and their ehildren ; a stiory 
replete with croel torture and sufferings that mnst elicit 
deepest sympathy, <aokl cauae even the maudlin sentimezutaliBt 
to bum wddh rage and indignation. 

Among other discouTEtged seAitleps were a party of eleven 
men, including John Horn, wife, and two little sooe, John 
und Joseph ; a Mr. Harris, his wife and three months old 
girl baby, probably the only child born at Dolores — ^in all 
sixteen souls — who left the fated settlement on the 10th., of 
March, 1836, hoping to reach the coast by way of San Patri- 
cio on the lower Neuces, and obtain passage by wate r to 
other and more favored lands. They reacihed the Neuces, and 
camped for several days in a secluded spot near what they 
supposed was the road leading to San Antonio. They pur- 
posely kept from view, as they had learned of Santa Anna's 
invasion of Texas. They heard teams, and men on horse- 
back passing, and supposed them to belong to the Mexican 
army. The party resumed their journey April 2. Two days 
later while cami>ed near a small lake, they were surround^ 
ed and attacked by fifty or sixty Comanches, who killed 
all of the ncen outright, except Mr. Harris and a young Ger- 
man whom they left for dead, made x)!risoners of the wo- 
men and children, and secreted such effects of the colonists 
las they desired to appropriate, and destroyed the remainder. 
They later retuimed to the scene and got the property they 
had cached. At the same time they found Mr. Harris and 
the German alive and dragged them to camp and murdered 
and scalped them in the presence of the agonized prison- 
ers. A savage also amused himself by tossing Mrs. Harris's 
infant in the air and letting it fall upon the ground until it 
was dead. The Indians were part o^ a force of four hun- 
dred Comanohes who were operating in the rear of the Mex- 
ican army, plundering and murdering without regard to na- 
tionality. After killing several Mexieann aud Ameriieans, 
the entire body of Indians saoved northward, out of Texas, 
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after tbe battk of Son Jaeiato, and to tbedr base of opeim- 
tkna on tke hiead watem of the ArkaoBM. 

To follow thoae two unf ortnnate daughtevi in tbeir mul- 
tiplied oorrowt and tribnlatioiw ; to tell of the helluiii tor- 
tures endured and flendiiili treatment esperieneed — all the 
while weeping and agoniismg over the fttte of their innoeeat 
little children— beggare belief, and would caime ibil^r and 
burning team to well up thick and fast Beltbor, a thoueend 
timee better, that they had shared the f afte of their huabanda 
and f atiier» on that fatal April day, and that tbeir bodies 
bfd been leflt to devouring vultures and ooyotos, aod their 
boMft to bleach on the londy prairies of Southwest Tenas. 

Reader I We will draw the veil of silence. 

• ••• •••• 

On the outgoing trip, while camped near Red Biyer, GoL 
Holland Coffee, founder of Coffee's Trading House, near 
where Denison now stands, on Red Baver, visitbed the In- 
dian camp, and made every effort possible to rescue by pur> 
chase the two poor women— of feiing their captors any 
amount of goods or mon^; but without avail. The tender- 
hearted and noble man, it is said, wept bitterly over his dis^ 
apimntment. Col. Coffee was a brave and good man, and 
a valuable pioneer of Northeast Texas, and it is sad to re- 
fleot that he died at the hands of an assaain a few years 
later. , 

Finally, in Jusie, 1837, Mrs. Harris was ransomed by 
American traders, actinia under instructions fxom William 
Donaho, a plhilanrtlhropic Santa Fe merchant. At the same 
time they tried to buy Mrs. Horn, but without success. A 
little later, however. Sept 19, 1837, she was purdbased at 
San Miguel, N. M., by a Mexican adting for Donaho. But 
kk a few days a tgrasping and heartless merchant of ttie place, 
disgracing the fair name of Hill, set up a claim that he 
had fumUbed goods for her release and that he should have 
her as a servant. He obtained a judgment in his favor 
from the alcalde, and kept iier in brutal slavexy for a short 
whale— allowing her barely sufficient food to sustain life. 
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HMTiBg of ber pitiable oonditioii, a Ifr. SmiHiy who lived 
at Uio BUBeSy some distance away^ aent an armed party, 
wlio broQglit h& to bia bouse, where bis family toiderly 
cared for iber. Sbe was now schon ecmTeyed from Taos, N. 
M., to Independenoe, Mo., by Messnk Workman and Row- 
land, in 1838, and in October of tbat year became for some 
time, a {[nest of Mr. Dayid Workman and family at New 
Franklin. 

In tbe antnmn of 1837, Mr. Dcmafao escorted Mrs. Plum- 
mer (one of tbe captiTes taken at Parker's Fort kt 1836), 
and Mrs. Harris to Missouri. He left Mrs. Harris witb bis 
motber-in-law, Mrs. Lucy Dodson, in Pulaski county. Mo., 
took Mrs. Plummer to her relatives in Texas; and then in 
1838, returned to Santa Fe. Mrs. Horn was ransomed dur- 
ing his absence, wbioh accounted for has not being present 
(to take charge of her when she was released by tbe Indians. 
Be went to Taos to see her, but leaned (that Ae had re- 
cently departed for Missouri with Workman and Rowland, 
and several other persons bound for Independence. During 
the year Mr. Donaihoi wound np hia business at Saujta Fe 
and went to Missouri, where he resided until 1839, when he 
located at Clarksville, Texas, which was thereafter his home 
until the time of his death. Some of his descendants are 
still residing there and in Red River county. When he 
came back to Missouri, Mrs. Horn went to see him, learned 
wlio it was that had restored her to freedom, and thanked 
him with words such as only a poor captive could utter — 
simple words buit sweeter to have than all the incense that 
has ever fkMited upward from golden censers. Neither 
she nor Mrs. Harris lived long after their reetoraltian to 
civilisation. 

Mrs, Horn published a small i>amplilet giving an account 
of her life up to the time she was recovered from the In* 
dians. But one copy of Hub rare pasnpblet is known to be 
in ecdslieoce. 

8om« of the experiences that abe detaik are such aa to 
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dry whatever tears one. might be diapoBed to abed over the 
fate of 'the ladian. 

A single incident wUl suffice to indicate the rest. 

On one occasion, while crossing a ford, her little son 
Joseph, slipped from* the back of the mule into the 
water. An Indian, enraged at the accident, struck hdm with 
a lance, inflicting a severe wound, and knockiokg himi into 
the water, none of the other Indians interfering. The child 
swam to the bank, '^bleeding like a slaughtered animal." 
Mrs. Horn upbraided the Indian for his conduct. He made 
the boy travel on foot and drive a raule for the rest of Ithe 
day, and at night called Mrs. Horn to him and gave her an 
unmerciful beating with the whip. 

She says: **When the savage monster was done whip- 

» 

ping me, he took his knife and literally sawed the hair 
fiH)m my head. It was quite loEig, and when Tie had com?- 
pleted the operation, he tied it to his own as an ornament. 
♦ * • At this time we had tasted no food for two days, 
and in hearing of the moans of my starving children, bound 
as <m every nigiht, mothers may judge, if they can, of my 
repose. The next day a wild honse was killed and we were 
allowed itx> partake of the flesh. 

^ * During the same day the Indians amused themselves by 
throwing the two boys into a stream, time and ^jgainj as 
fast as they swam out, until the children were partially 
unconscious and unable to stand. Their bodies were bad- 
ly bruised and water came from their stomachs in gurgles. 
Little Joseph's wounded face was swollen almost beyond 
recognition." 

What became of the children was never known. They 
disapx)eared in the devouring darkness, lake characters of 
Victor Hugo in Les Miserables , and baffled fancy seeks to 
follow them in vain. 



XUBDXB OF DOUGLAS AND DAU0HBBT7 FAMEUIB. 

Among oth^ belated settlers who were hastily impro- 
vising means "of conveyance with which to join in the wild 
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flight — **ihe roDBway scrape"— ^across Texas in advance of 
ibe Miexiean army of invasion, in Mareli, 1836, were two 
Iriah familiea, John Douglas, wife and children, and .... 
Dougherty, a widower with three children — ^the parents, na- 
tives of Ireland, bivt more Recently of Cambria county, 
Pemuylvania, where their child-ren were bom, and from 
whence they had removed to Texas, in 1832, settling to- 
gether in a somewhat isolated section, on Douglas or Clark 
Greek, some twelve miles from the present site of Halletts- 
ville, in Lavaca county. 

Ere they had completed sleds on which to transport 
their household effects, most of the families in that section 
had already left for the east. Beady to start on the morn- 
ing of March 4th, Augustine and Thsddeus Douglas, aged 
respectively fifteen and thirteen, were seoiA out im the range 
for the oxen designed to draw the sleds. Beturning in 
the afternoon, and when near home, they were horrified to 
behold the cabins in flames and surrounded by a band of 
painted warriors, whose yells, mingled with agonizing death 
screams, told on]y too plainly of the massacre that was in 
progress. Unarmed and helpless, the two boys could only 
seek their own safety, which they did by hiding in a dense 
thicket, where they remained till night. Under cover of 
darkness, they cautiously approached the spot— once a home 
of life and happiness, now a scene of death and multiplied 
grief. A brief examination revealed to them the awful, 
shocking tragedy — ^the home and effects in smouldering 
ruins; their father, molber, sister and little brother; Mr. 
Daugherty, his son and two daugtbters, aU* dead, scalped, mu- 
tilated and lying naked in ithe yard — eight souls thus brutal- 
ly snatched from earth. ''Imagination," says John Henry 
Brown, ''especially when aissured that itihose twK> boys were 
noted for gentle and affectionate natures, as persomlly 
known to the writer for a numlber of years, may depict 
the forlorn angusiih. piercoag their young hearts. It was a 
scene over which sngeils weep." 

The two boys, having some idea as to course, now set 
out with bleeding hearts for tie little settlement in the vi- 
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timty of what is now HalkttEville, but findingp all had* re- 
treated, continued down the Lavaca acme thirty-five miles 
further, to where their older sister, the wife of Capt. John 
McB^sry, and a few others lived, bnt found that they too, 
bad left. Thus nonplussed, fatigued and almost famished, 
the heart-broken youths plodded their way along the old 
Atascosa road, and when near the crossing on the Colo- 
rado River, they were picked up by some Mexican scouts 
.find carried in to General Adrian Woll's camp, where they 
related their sad story. The boys were treated kindly and 
were soon placed in the care of one Auguste, a French- 
man, and a traitor to Texas, and who had, with a band of 
confederates, mostly negroes, * 'rounded up" the cattle of re- 
treating citizens, and rendezvousing on Gummin^s Creek, was 
supplying WoU's «a«ny with beef at exorhitaait prices. 
Here they remained, virtuaMy as oaiptives, till after the battle 
of San Jacinito, and the retreiat of tihe Mexioam army. 

Again' quoting Brown's naniaitive: **Auguste, mount- 
ing Augustine Douglas on a fine horse, sent him 
down to learn when WoU could start. In the mean- 
time a party of Texans, headed by AUison York, who 
had heard of Auguste's thieving den, hurried forward to 
chastise him before he could leave the country with his 
booty. He punished them severely, all who could, fleeing 
into the bottom, and themce to WoU's camp. When York's 
painty opened fire, little Thaddeus Dooifglas, not unde<rstBnd- 
ang the cause, fled down the road, and in abouit a mile met 
his brother returning from WoU's camp on Auguste's fine 
horse. With equal prudence and financial skill, they deter- 
mined fto save both themselves and the horse. Thaddeus 
mounting behind, they started ait double quick for the Braz- 
os. They had not traveled many miles, however, when 
they met the gallant Capt. Henry W. Karnes, at the head 
of some cavalry, from whom they learned for the first time, 
of the victory of San Jacinto, and that they yet would see 
their only surviving sister and brother-in-law, Mrs. and 
Capt. McHenry. In writing of this ineident in De Bow's 
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Beview of Deeember, 18S3, efghteen years after ite occur- 
rence, I iiBed this language: 

^ These 'boys, tiraa rendered objects of fiympathy, formed 
a link an the legends of the old Texans, and still reside on 
the Lavaca, much respected* for their courage and moral de- 
portment ' 

''This was said thiivty-fonr years ago. It is a still 
greater pleasure to say now that they ever after bore hour 
orable characters and were both living a short time since, 
as I think their sister is; hvtt the noble old patriot in three 
(revolutions— Mexico in 1820, South America in 1822, and 
Texas in 1835— preceded by gallant conduat at New Orleans 
in 1815, when only sixteen years old — the honest, brave and 
ever true son of Erin's Isle, Capt. John McHenry, died a 
few years ago, leaving a memory sweetly embalmed in many 
thousand hearts." 



PIONEEB TIMES IN BOBEBTSON'S COLONY — TBIALS 
OF THE FIB8T SETTLEK8 ABOUT THE "THBEE 

FOBKS" OF LITTLE BIVEB. 

During the latter half of 1835, and throughout 1836, the 
Indians — ^Tehuacanas, Wacos and Comanches — if not combin- 
ing, vied wdth each other, as it were, in the frequency of 
their depredations and deviltry, being exceedingly hostile to 
wards the settlers of Robertson's Colony, especially to 
those more exposed about the Falls of ithe Brazos, Nadh- 
vllle, about the Three Forks of Little River, and on the 
San Gabriel. 

"In the month of February, 1836," says De Cordo- 
va, "a company of rangers were stationed as high up the 
country as the Waco village, • • • but, from the scarcity 
of provisions and the difficulty of conveying the small quan- 
tity of the necessaries of life, (and few indeed were they 
that these efficient frontier soldiers required), they were 
forced to fall back to the ''Falls"; and, notwithstanding all 
these exertions, during the months of April, May and June, 
xDiMunenuble were the acto of cruelt;r, and imsnense were tlie 
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depredations, committed by th« Mvag^s. And, in oonae- 
quence of the poverty of the govemment, these rangers 
were disbanded, and for a time (the magnificent region of 
eonntty between the Colorado and the Brazos was deserted 
by the white man. But, as the sellers had for a time 
deserted this region of country, and as there was no fur- 
ther inducement for the savages ito steal, tbey, too, reitired 
to their villages on the Brazos, as they deemed themselves 
more secure higher up tbe country, where they could enjoy 
and revel in the fruits of their predatory excurssons, unmio- 
lested." 

For two or three years after the introduction of its first 
setlleiB in the early 30 's, Robertson's Colony received 
but few accessions. However, the beauty and fertility of 
that section soon attracted the attenion of homen^eekers, 
and from about 1834- '5 they commenced to arrive and to 
locate on the more desirable, but also more exposed, sec- 
tions, especially in and around Nashville, the capita!! ol the 
coflony, near tbe mouth of Little River and aloQg that 
stream> as high up as tbe ^'llhree Forks.'' Among other fam- 
ilies were the McLennans, Davidsons, Crouch, the Childers 
brothers, Rileys and Taylors; special mention of which has 
already been or will be made. 

Following the return from the army and the ''runaway 
scrape," after the victory at San Jacinto, April 21, most 
of these settlers repaired to their abandoned homes and 
claims. 

** During the previous winter," says Brown, ''each head 
of a family and one or two single men had cleared about 
forty acres of ground on his own land, and had planted 
com before the retreat. To cuHtiviaite tbis com and thus 
have bread, was the incentive to an early return." 

Temporarily, the families of most of those who returned 
to cultivate their crops, remameid, for safeK^y, in tbe 
town of Nashville, then the highest up settlement and refuge 
on that frontier. 
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DLLINO or OEOVOH USD DAVID80H. 

Thus matters stood till about the first w<eek in JuBe, 
wlien two messengers, John Beal and Jack Hopson, arrived 
at the ^' Three Forks" f rom NashTille, bringing the sad news 
of Parker's Fort massaorey on the 19th of the previous 
month; advising these toiling men of their great peril and 
urging them to leave at once, as numerous parties of hos- 
tile Indians were traversing the country and were in that 
vicinity. Heeding this advice, immediate preparatioiis were 
made to retreat in a body to Nashville. 

The entire party consisted of Capt. Gouldsby Childress, 
wife, four sons, Robert, Frank and two small boys, two 
grown, and one eight year old daughter; Khoads (an old 
gentleman living with the family), Ezekiel Robertson, Or- 
ville T. Tylety Rev. Jasper Crouch, Dr. Robert Davidson, 
.... Shackelford, the two messengers, Beal and Hopson — 
in all seventeen souls, of whom but ten were really able 
to bear arms. Their only vehicle was a wagon to be drawn 
by a flingle pair of oxen — they had some horses but not 
enough to mount the entire party. 

Sitaiiting on the third day of June, their first day's jour- 
ney brought them to the cabins of Henry Walker, James 
(Camel Back) Smith and Monroe, on Walkers Creek, about 
eight miles east of the present town of Cameron, in Milam 
county; and where they camped for the night. The three 
last named families not being ready, the original party left 
on their journey early the following morning, hixping to 
reach Nashville by the close, or in the night, of liia^ day. 
But they were doomed to disa]>pointment — some alas I never 
to reach their destination and loved ones. 

On that fatal June momiodg, and when about thrae 
miles from Walker's, enroute via the Smith crcaaing of 
Little River— ''Davidson and Crouch about three hundred. 
Captain Childress about one hundred, ytadn ahead, and two 
or three men perhaps two hundnd yards behind, driTing 
some cattle"— a party Hf perhaps two hundred moiuited 
and painted Comaiiche warrion dssibcd npsn thenu Chil- 
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dress, caUing ta DaTicbon and Crouch, regaioied Ids wagon, 
and hasty preparations w^re made for defense. Keeping 
irell out of rifle range, the Indians commeneed encircling 
the aippareDftly doomed par^, at tihe same moment ddlscoy- 
ering Davidson and Croueh, who had failed to join their 
comrades, a large party attacked them. Being poorly momxt- 
4ed, the two nnforttmate men made a bold stand and a 
brave fight, killing one or two of the enemy, but wei^e soon 
4>verpowered and both slain, scalx>ed and mutilated. ''Then 
followed,'' says Brown, ''great escitement among the In- 
idians, apparently quarrding over the disposiion of the 
Bcalps and effects of the two murdered men. This enabled 
the main party to reach a grove of timber about four hun- 
dired yards distant, where they turned the oxen loose and 
<m]y sought io save their lives." 

At this eritiical moment, and juat as the savages were re- 
turning en masse to renew the attack, the two young men, 
Beal and Hopson, seized with panic, succeeded in making 
their escai)e. 

Again the Indians circled around, yeUing, fiidng end 
jnaxfceuvering to "draw a fire from the little band," but they 
presented a bold front and reserved their charges. Shack- 
elford, who could speak the Comanche tongue, challenged 
ihem to charge at closer quarters, but believing the brave 
little i)arty well armed and determined, the wily Coman- 
ches kept aloof and eventually gave up the attack, mov- 
iiig off to the west. In dlose order the beseiged now re- 
treated, changing their course to "the raft," four or five 
imiles distant on Little River, on which they crossed, swim- 
Sniiig their horses, secured a favorable camp for the night, 
^mdi arrived at Nashville early next day.* 

i^1>arlB« tli« Mst daj.'* Man John H«ut Biwinw "Smltli. Mobtm and Walk«, with 
thtlr f smOlfls* ■rrhrtd. Immitdiafeily tm. Imfiaa th* other party, th« ladhms had attackad 
thathraafMaUtaateWalkw'ahaiiaaaadhapi ap a Art aU daar wtthoat woaadinc althar «f 
thadaf«id«a, who fliod daUhttmtalF thiwwh parfe-holM wh«MW opportudtr offarad. 
WhUaBot aaiurad af hOliac a ataisia todlaa. thmr wara parfaetlj eartafai of hartac wooad- 
^ a aanaldwabla — aih». Aaal|hteaaaaalhalBdlaBaratlt«d.aad aa aaaa aa aatiaSad 
'aCthafardapaitnff%thothioafaBttlaBli<tteNaahirllla. and airirad withaot forthar a»* 
"^'ladiaa Wara aad Pibaaara 9i Taaaa." 9. 44. 
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BobertM»i'« Colony played « most promineiiit part in 
ibo aettlemeot and deToIopment of Texas — ^ita outer aet- 
ileineivta trvlj eooatitating the advanee guards of eiyiliza- 
tioov but the growth of the eolony duriug ita first yeftm 
was slow asid of UAoertain permanency. In 1833, there 
were only fivo persona settled within its limits aboye 
the Yegua, west of the Brazos. In 18S4, the town 
of Yiesca at the Falls of the Brasos, was laid off by Ster- 
ling G. Robertson, its name being afterwards changed to 
Fort Milam. Nearby was Fort Sullivany afterwards called, 
^'Bucksnort.'' Early in 1835 considerable additions were 
made to the colony — small settlements commencing om Pond 
Creek and on Little River. Tenoxtitlan, first as a noted 
crossing of (the old San AntooDio and Nacogdoches road, 
then as aoi important Mexican military garrison, and in. the 
'30 's, as a colonial hamlet, was some twenty miles below 
Nashville on tbe Brazos. The place is now defunct and al- 
most forgotten. 

NashvUle, as the capital of the colony, and about central 
with reference to the colony limits, was situated on a most 
lovely and eligible site, a beautiful prairie plains on the 
south bank, overlooking the Brazos, about two miles below 
the mouthi of Little River, and five miles northwest from 
the present town of Heame, in Milam county — ^The Interna- 
tional and Oreat Northern railroad bridge spanning the river 
a few hundred yards below the site of this now dead town. 
A number of bold q[>rings gushed forth from the bluff, *'the 
landscape o'er" was most picturesque, and it is no 
wonder that settlers were attracted, and would want to 
locate in and around this beautiful, once colonial capital. 
Its exact incipiency is not known, but certain it is that ^e 
empresaiio Robertson viewed the site in the middle '20's, he 
and his i>artneT, Alex S. Thiompson, were there in 1831— the 
latter locating with his family, and doubtless erected the 
first cabin. But very few resuSenta- were there in the early 
30's. A few settlera came as early as 1834, and early in 
1835, and more in the summer and ISall of this latter year. 

The town was regularly laid out in the fall of 1885 by 



1«S BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 

Qea. Thos, J. Chambers, who had previously located an 
eleven league grant, covering 4he site. Thia grant was 
long in litigation, daring the daja of the Republic, but it 
is not remembered how the suit was finally settled. 
At no period of its existence, according to the memory of 
Frank Brown, was the place very populous — ^perhaps not 
over 15 or 20 p^ermanent resident families — ^'^ There were 
many comers and goers from time to time." 

Here the records were kept and the business of the colo- 
ny transacted, and later, as the oapital of Mikm Land Disr 
trict, from 1837 to 1846, it became quite an impoirtant place 
— till Cameron finally rivaled, and became the permanent 
county seat of Milam county. It continued as a post-of- 
fice, at least till about the beginning of the Civil War. 



OAPT. EXLL'S FOBTUNATB SCRAP. 

Late in August Captain Hill, scouting with a small com- 
pany of rangers on the San Gabriel, discovered the trail 
of foot Indians, near the mouth of Brushy Creek, leading to- 
waid the lower country. After a rapid pursuit without halt 
or rest, of about twenty-four hours, the enemy — ^twenty Cad- 
des — ^were overtaken and a desperate fight ensued — ^the 
oddib for a time in favor of the Indians, who had taken' favor- 
able position in a dense thicket. In the end, however, sever- 
al of the red men were klL^ed and wounded end the others 
routed in confusion, leaving their oamp equipage — amon^^ 
other trophies a large number of scalps taken from white 
people of both sexes and all ages. By this timely action the 
sparae and unprotected settlers at a point in the post oaks 
betweoi the Yegua and Little Rivers and in what is now 
Burleson county, was no doubt saved from it serious visitSr 
tion. 



MUIDBR AMD OEAFTOBI OF m MoUDIirAini. 

PitMniDcnt among the early fvontier setfllen of TesEas, 
tlfes MeTifWiaiiSi and one oC the mosl tngie episodes 
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to be recorded, is the fate which befell cue of these fami- 
lies. 

Neil McLennan, Sr.,* was a native of the Highlands of Scot* 
land, bom in the year 1777, and emigrated wiUi a large 
family and relatives to America in 1802, settling in the state 
of North Carolina, where they remained till about 1820^ 
' * When, impelled by a brave,and adventurous spirit, in com- 
pany with one companion, he determined to explore the 
wilderness of Florida. Without a path or <guid^, they pene* 
traced and explored the dense forests of west Florida, trav- 
eling on foot, burdened with tbeir guns, axes, provisions and 
blankets." To this, then terra incog., the McLennans soon 
removed, halting there until the year 1834, "when, having 
heard of the great and peculiar advantages of Texas, he, to- 
gether with his brothers, a few friends and their families^ 
removed to that country.'' "They purchased a schooner «t 
Peneacola," continues a biographer, "loaded her with their 
worldly goods and navigated her themselves," arriving safe- 
ly at 'the mouth of the Braaos on January 14, 1835. Pro- 
eeeding up that river to a point in what is now Fort Bend 
•county, they struck a snug, sinking the frail craft, but sue- 
eeeded m saving most of their houaehold effects and pro- 
visions. Procuring oxen and improvising carts they slowly^ 
eontinued up country reaching Robertscn's colony early in 
April — settling near the moutli of Pond Creek in what is 
now Falls county." 

Misfortunes, it seems, beset these colonists almost from 
the very day they reached their destination — ^this "land of 
promise."' Not satisfied with the Pond Creek country, 
one of the McLennan % more venturesome than prudent, in the 
latter part of 1835 or early in 1836, loaded his effects, and 
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with his wife, two amall bojs, «sid an infant, rem<nred to a 

: more deairable location <m the Saa Gabriel, at e point in. 
whiat is now Williamson county. Arriving at this new home- 

^ place, it was fonnd they w»re out of meat. Mr. McLennan, 
taking his gun and the oldest boy, went in search of game, 
leaving his wife *and two other children, to ''keep camp." 

. .Beconiiing lost, he did not return until dark, when he found 
the camp plundered and his loved ones gone. Indians had 

««di8cover€d the ''new comers" and visited them, capturing 
the mother and her two children. In fiendish glee they 

;3tripp€d their captives of every vestage of apparel and tied 
them fast, while they plundered <the camp. Breaking open 
A large trunk they found a 'booking glass" — apparently a 
great curiosity to the Indians, who became very much ab^ 

. sorbed, performing mimy antics over and around 4he mir- 
ror. Taking advantage of this, and at a time when the In- 
dians were some little distance away, Mrs. McLennan un- 
tied herself and child, and taking her infant, quietly moved 

^ off, moticning her littk boy to follow. Reaching the San 
Gabriel bottom she found' a sheltering roc]( under which 
she concealed herself and children. So absorbed were the 
Indians in plundering the camp and playing with the mys- 
terious glass, they did not miss their captives until late; a 

^ hurried search was made, but the hiding refugees fortunate- 

. ly, escaped the viigilant obser /tit ions, the Indians leaving as 
night came on. 

Naturally supx>osiiig his wife and babies had been cap- 
Ttured, and i^erhaps murdered, McLennan, with his little 
jt^icn, set out for the settlements many miles below. The re- 
fugees (remained in hiding all night, suffering much from 
'Cold, aosd in the morning a few remnants of clothing were 
. found, also a little com scaittered ^ in the dust, and which 
was their only sustenance. In this terrible condition, al- 
most famished and naked, these helpless beings remained for 
- several ^ays, until the husband and father returned from 
Ihe settlementt, with a smalF company raised fkxr the purpose 
«* of pursuit and the hope of rescue. 

Approaching the camp, Mrs. McLennan was discovered 
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seratohixig in tlie dust in tearehof gnint of corn, bat thiiik- 
sDg tlie men were Tudiinns ahe fled, in wild fright, and had 
to be run down and caught. Poor woman, thouf^ overjoy- 
ed when realizing deliyerance, she was almost erased from 
exposure and htmgery and so emaciated (that her husbaad 
could acairoely realize the change. Tbua piovidentially spared 
worse misfortune^ the family were glad io find <a home in 
a less exposed section. 



MUBDIE or THE ULVGHLIH UOJOXKAX WSJOLY^ 

''INDIAN JOHNt'' MoLINNAN. 

In itiie winter of 1835- '6, when most of the settlers had 
retired from this exposed frontier, in conaequenoe of the 
hostility of Indians, these brsTe families remained on tiieir 
littte farms. In ithe spring of '36 their first and saddest 
misfortune overtook them;. While splitting rails, a party of 
Indians, probably Wacos, surprised and killed Laughlin and 
lus wife and captured their three small children — ^Laugh- 
lin 's aged and feebled mother, unable to walk being burned 
alive in the house. Two of the captive children soon died. 
The other, John, a fine little fellow of seven years , was 
adopted and remained with the Indians some years till re- 
coveored through treaty stipulations in IMS — ^Neil McLen- 
nan attending the council high up on the Brazos, and 
bringing his nephew back to the village of Nashville. Now 
a grown young man, unable to speak a word of English, 
dressed in the Indian garb and with all the propensities of 
that race, he was indeed ''the very picture of a wild war- 
rior,'' and it was no ordinary task to win ''this young sav- 
age'' to civilization. It was very hard to get him reconciled 
to his relatives and their modes and manners, "but with the 
return of his mother tongue he became more civilized and 
contented." "My mother" says Capt. W. T. Davidson, 
"made the first garment he would wear, oat of red cloth, and 
besidies provided him with a straw hat with a red ribbon 
band streaming down about a yard, of which he was very 
proud." During the lifetime of his ' adopted Indian 
mother, we are told he often visited her, ' being al* 
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ways loaded with such presents as be knew wonid 
gMvtify her — ^thns showing his gratitude for her eare and 
attention to ham during hia boyhood. Eventually he became 
entirely leeoneiled^ married happily and settled down on 
Hog Creek, in Bosque county, where he resided till hia 
death in 1866. 

Thus admonished by this terrible tragedy, of the dangers. 
to which they were exposed on that then extreme frontier, 
the McLennans removed !down to the frontier village of 
Nashville, where they remained till the spring of 1837, when 
Neil Sr., ventured back to his farm and commenced a crop, 
and when the Indians again made an attack, the father and 
his son, John, (afterwards sheriff, first of Milam and then 
of McLennan county) barely escaped, and a neigro man was 
captured — but soon to effect has escape and return to his 
master.* 



PALL OF PABKEB'S PORT-TBI HOBBIBLI MABSACOtE. 
PAn OP THE CAPTIVES. A THRILLIHO 8T0ET. 

Settlers at Parker's fort participated in the ''runaway 
scrap'' in the spring of 1836, and went as far east as the 
Trinity which they were unable to cross, as the river was so 
swollen by heavy rains. While encamped on its western 
bank, they were informed of the victory of San Jacinto, and 
at once started back to the fort, which they reached without 
unusal incident. 



»"IIcXi«nuin'i faithful old D«ffio lemmt. Alf for that waa hit nama. la tdUav of 
tfaa attaek and hia eaptura lir Indlaiw,'^ lajm Cbpt. W. T. DavidMii. "told om tfaa lint iatl- 
■atioB ha had that tfaa Indiana wara aajwhara ahoat, ha mw tham Junplac ow tha fiaU 
f anet whara ha waa at work. Ha bioka for tha timhar. bat a Mf otalwart fallow pnranad 
hin. rnnninr v» behind and ateppad hia hand on his ■honldor, with tha axdanwtion: 
»r Thar ewriadhlaioffapriaonarandkapthimforMnMtiaM. Alf wao a ciaat 
thaanljrnaviofiddterlnthatownoC MaahvUki* and ahraya plairad tut 
paopiatodanaaahaat anoaa wnak. Hm^ woold par htan in 

whIakrMha aonMdrlnk. ThorJaneod nathi^ bnt 

In thaaa darn. Md Alf wanldplar'OHn thaSddWra 

lalhtaidrinkltandhad ad,'ar*Wawfll Sanaa all ni«ht tfli 



k* 
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Parker's Fort was located near the headwaters of tlie 
Navasota, ose half milea northwest of the site of the town 
of Oroesbeck, in Limstone eonnty, in the heart of what was 
then a wilderness, but now a fruited and thickly populated 
region divided into farmsteads and dotted with vlilages and 
towns. 

Fort Houston, situated a mile or two west of the site of 
BalestiiMi on land now included in the John H. Beagian 
farm two miles west of Palestine, in Andersen county, was 
tiie nearest white settlement. Others were distant sixty 
miles or more. 

Parker's fort consisted of oabios surrounded by a stock- 
ade. A large double gate afforded access to the enclosure. 
The outer walls of the log cabins formed part of the 
walls of the stockade. Their roofs sloped inward. At one 
or more comers of the stockade were block houses. The 
walls around the entire quadrangle were perforated with 
loop hoks. The fortification was bullet proof, and, like 
others of the kind, could not be taken by Indians if defend- 
ed by a few well-armed and determined men. It was built 
for the purpose of being occupied by the families living in 
the yicinity, when there was dauger of attack by Indians. 
Most of the farms — some of them near-by and others a mile 
or so away — were provided with cabins where the tired colo- 
nists occasionally spent the night. 

The patriarch of the settlement was Elder John Parker, 
seventy nine years of age. His aged wife ,'* Granny " Parker, 
was, perhaps, a few years younger. He was a Virginian 
by birth; resided for a time in Elbert oouxuty, Oa.; chiefly 
reared hJa family in Bedford county, Tenn. ; aft^wards Uved 
for several years in Cole county, 111. ; and then moved, in 
1833, to Texas where Parker's fort was eretctedi in the follow- 
ing year. Some of the family came to Texas i»ior, and i»thera 
subsequent, to that time. 

The little group consisted o^ tiie foUowinip persons : El- 
der John Parker and wife (Oranny Parker) ; James W. 
Parker (son of Elder Joim), wife, four single children, 
manied daughter, Mrs. Rachel Plummer, and her husband. 
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L. T. M. Pliunmer, and fifteen manths old eon, James Pratt 
Plnmmier, and on« daughter, Mrs. Sarali Nixon, and lier hiasr 
band, L. D. Nixon ; Silas M. Parker (flO!D> of Elder John) and 
bis "Wife, and fonr children; Benjamin F. Parker (an tinr 
married son of Elder John) ; Mrs. Nixon, Sr., (mother of 
Mm. James. W. Parker); Mrs. Elizabeth Kellogg> (daughter 
of Mrs. NoKon, Sr.) ; Mrs. Duty; Samuel M. Frost and hia 
y^ite and children; Robert Frost; G..B. Dwight and his "wife 
and children; David Faulkenberry and his son, Evan; Seth 
Bates and his eon, Silas H. ; Elisba Anglin and his nineteen 
year old son, Abram, and old man Lunn — in all thirty-eight 
persons. 

On returning to Parker's fort from the Trinity, the lit- 
tle band busied itself with gathering together its scattered 
stock and in preparing the fields for putting in crops, all 
unsconscious of the fearful massacre .that was to extinguish, 
so soon, the bright hopes they entertained of the fu- 
ture, and the lives of many of tbeir number; and 
an unspeakable mental anguisti and physical suff erinyps upon 
others of the survi^vors. 

Early on the morning of May 19, 1&36, James W. Parker, 
Nixon and Plummer left the fort, land repaired to a farmi a 
mile from there, and David Faulkenberry and his son Evan, 
Silas E. Bates and Abram Anglin went from the fort to 
their fields a mile farther away« 

Seth Bates, Elisha Anglin, and old man Lunn either slept 
at their cabins the night before, or left the fort prior to 9 
o'clock the morning of the 19th. 

Ait that hour from five hundred to seven hundred In- 
dians (Comanches and Eiowas) appeared on the pzairie two 
or three hundred yards from the fort, displayed a white 
Iktg, and sent forward one of their numiber, wbb said that 
they had no hostile intentions, and merely wanted some 
one to eome out from the fort and direct them to a spring 
fwhich they understood was &ear*by, and to be furnished a 
beef. 

. SubcegaeZLt events justii^jr the belief that <tliis Indian 
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acted aa a apy, noticed that nearly all the men were absent^ 
and rei>orted the practically defenaeleaa condition of the oc- 
enpaaxta of the fort. Benjamin F. Parker went out to the In- 
diana andy after returning, stated that it was his belief 
they were hostile and intended to attack the fort. He aaiift 
that he would go to them again and try to dissuade themu 
His brother, Silas M. Parker, oir^cd him net to go, but he 
went, neTcrthelecfi, and was immediately surrounded and 
killed. 

While this tragedy was in progress, Elder John Park- 
er, "Granny" Parker and Mrs. Kellk)gg, fled from tihe 
fort in oce party, and Mrs. James W. Parker and children^ 
by themselves; Silas M. Parker and Mrs. Plummer ran out- 
side the stockade. Everyone tried to escape. 

As soon ^s the Indians appeared, Mrs. Sarah Nixon left 
for the farm where her father, husband and Plummer were 
at work, to tell them of the imminent i>eril the oceupanta 
of the fort were in. 

The savages kept up terrific ehouting and yelling while 
they were murdering Benjamin F. Parker— the peculiar 
blood-curdling Comanche scream (cnce heard, never forgot- 
ten) rising above the less distinctive cries of the Kiowas.. 
Most of them rushed upon the fort, the gate of which was 
open; the remainder went in pursuit of the parties of ref- 
ugees that were still in sight. 

The main body of Indians fiist encountered and killed 
Silas M. Parker just outside the fort, where he fought to* 
the last, trying to protect Mrs. Plummer. This opposition 
necessitated the attention of some of the Indians, wha killU 
ed and scalped Silas M. Parker, knocked unconscious with a 
hoe and captured Mrs. Plummer, after fierce residtanee cm 
her part, and them poured into the fort, where they joined 
their companion fiends, and belped to murder Samuel M. and 
Bobert Frost, who fought and fell as true men should. 
Mrs. Nixon, Sr., Mrs. Duty and all the other women and 
clidldreii, managed to get out of the fort before and during: 
the melee. 

Ehneks of victima rent the air. Hundreda of brazesife 
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throated aavages shouted and screamed war^whoopB, cuneay 
mod iBxmtm. The Ihnd of blows delivered with war-clubs 
And tomahawks, and the sharp reports of firearms resound- 
ed. Blood and death were everywhere. Murder, with bat- 
like wings, brooded over the scene infernal, and drank in 
the babel of piteous and fierce sounds that rose from it. 

Elder John Parker, ** Granny" Parker, and Mrs. Kellogg 
weie caiitured when they had gone three-fourths of a mile. 
They were brought back to a spot near the fort, where El- 
der John Parker was stripped, speared and killed, and ''Gran- 
ny" Parker was stripped of everything except her under- 
dothisg, speared, outraged, and left for dead. The Ii^ 
diars kept Mrs. Kellogg as a prisoner. 

When Mrs. Sarah Nixon reached the field to tell of the 
coming of the Indians, she found her father, James W. Par- 
ser, and Plummer. Her husband had gone down to the 
other farm. Plummer at once hastened to the latter place 
lo convey information of the danger. James W. Parker 
started immediately for the fort. Enroute he met his wife 
and children, and others. 

Plummer reached Nixon first and told him that the fort 
was surrounded by Indians. Without waiting for the oth- 
er men to come up, Nixon, though unarmed, ran toward the 
lort. In a few moments he met Mrs. Lucy Parker (wife 
of Silas M. Parker) and her four children, just as they 
were overtaken by Indians. They comi>elled her to lift be- 
hind two mounted warriors, her nine-year-old daughter 
Cynthiai Ann, and little boy, John. The foot Indians then 
took her and her two younger children back to the fort, Nix- 
on following. She passed around, and Nixon through the 
iort. 

At the moment the Indians were a lout to kill Nix<m, 
d>avid Faulkenberry appeared with his rifle and leveling it* 
•<»used th-^m to fall back. Thereupon Nixon left in search 
of his wife and overtook Dwight and family, and Frost's 
/amily, and with them, met James W. Parker and family 
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and his own wife, Mnk Sarah Nixon. Thia group hasten^ 
to the Navaaota bottom and hid in a thicket. 

Faulkenberry ordered Mm. Lucy Parker to foUow him, 
which she did, carrying her infant in her anna and holding 
her other child by the hand. The Indiana made several 
dashes toward them, but were brought up standing each 
time by Faulkenberry turniag upon them and presenting his 
rifle. One warrior, bolder than the rest, rode up so close 
that Mrs. Parker's faithful dog seized his horse by the 
nose, whereupcn horse and rider somersaulted into a gully. 
At this time Silas H. Bates, Abram Anglin and Evan Faul- 
kenberry, armed with rifles, and Plummer, unarmed, came 
up, and the pursuing Indians, after making further hostile 
demcnstrations, retired. While this party of refugees were 
passing through Silas M. Parker's field, Plummer, as if 
awakened from a dream, asked where his wife and child 
were, and taking the butcher knife of Abram Anglin, went in 
search of them. Seth Bates and old man Lunn were met a 
little farther on, and the party proceeded to a hiding place 
in the creek bottom. 

At twilight Abram Anglin and Evan Faulkenberry 
started back to the fort. On reaching Seth Anglin 's cabin, 
three-fourths of a mile from their destination, they found 
''Oranny" Parker, She had feigned death until the Indians left 
and then crawled there, more dead than alive. When An- 
glin beheld her, he thought he was looking at a ghost. In 
his account of the incident he says, *'It was dressed in 
white, with long white hair streaming down its hack. I ad- 
mit that I was worse scared at this moment than when the 
Indians were yelling, and charging us. Seeing me hesitate, 
my ghost now beckoned me to come on. Approaching the 
object, it proved to be old 'Granny' Parker. 

^'I took some bed clothing and carrying her some dis- 
tance from the house, made her a bed, covered her up, and 
left her until we should return from the fort. On arriv- 
ing at the fort we could not see a mjogle rndivtidoa*! alive, or 
hear a human sound. But the dogs were barking, the cat- 
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tie lowing, the hwees neiglimg, and the ba0B squealing. 

**}I[m. Parker liacl told me where she had left some sil- 
Ter, $106.50. This I fonnd imder a hickory bush, by moon* 
light. Finding no one at the fort, we returned to where I 
had hidden 'Granny' Parker. On taking her up behind me, 
we made our way back to our hiding place in the bottom, 
where we found Nixon.*' 

Next morning Silas H. Bates, Abram Anglin and Evan 
Faulkenberry went back to tlie fort, where they secured 
fire or six horses, a few saddles and bridles and some meal, 
bacon and hcney; but, fearing thst the Indians might 
return, did not tarry to bring the dead. 

With the aid of the horses and provisions, the party 
with David Faulkenberry made its way to Fort Houston. 
They did not then know what had become of James W. Par- 
ker and those with him. 

The people with James W. Parker, consisting of O. 
E. Dwight and nineteen women and children, reached, after 
traveling six days, Tinnin's, at the old San Antonio and 
Nacogdoches crossing of the Narasota, emaciated by star^ 
vation, with nearly all their clothing torn off of them by 
thorns, and that which remained reduced to shreds, their 
bodies and limbs lacerated and their feet swollen and bleed- 
ing. Messrs. Carter and Courting leamfed o( ttieir approach, 
went out to meet them with five horses, and brought them 
in. 

The settlers at Tinnin's, themselves but recently returned 
from the ^'runaway scrape" and poorly supplied with necessa- 
ries, divided their little all of food and clothing with the suf- 
ferers, and cheered and comforted them as best they could. 

There were hearts of gold in Texas in those day»-- 
of the kind of gold that is in the heavenly city, and not in 
the fated fane of Mammon. 

A party of twelve men went up from Fort Houston and 
buried the dead' 'Granny "Parker did not live long after 
reaching Fort Houston. Most of the Parker's Fort seV 
tiers later returned to that location. 
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Upon leaTing Parker 'a fort after the maasaerey the 
Comanchea and Eiowaa traveled together nntil midnight, 
when they halted, went into camp, tied their priaoners so 
tightlty hand and foot that blood welled np from beneath 
the emel eorda, threw the priacnera on their faees, bnilt 
f bea, ereeted a pole, and engaged in a aealp danee 
around it that laated nntil morning. The aavagea aeemed 
dmnk with the horrors they had perpetrated, and aband- 
oned themaelvea without restraint to the frenzy of the 
danee. 

They ehanted and shouted themselves hoarse, leai>ed 
into the air, contorted their bodies, and re-enacted the mur- 
ders they had committed until even the limit of their phys- 
ical endurance was exceeded. 

The maddened demons tramped upon the prisoners and 
beat them with bows, until tJiey were covered with blood 
and bruises. 

The orgie ended at last, leaving Mrs. Kellogg, Mrs. 
Plummer and the children more dead than alive. 

^ When the Indiana parted they divided the prisoners 
among them, Mrs. Plummer was separated from her little 
son, James Pratt Plummer, he b^ing taken by one band and 
u\t by another. 

Mrs. EeUogg was sold to the Eeechies and by them to 
the Delawares, who, about nx months after her capture, car- 
ried her into Nacogdoches and surrendered her to Gen. Sam 
Houston, who paid them $150.00, the amount they had paid 
the Eeechies, and all they demanded. 

While ahe was being conveyed from Nacogdoches to 
Fort Houston by Jamea W. Parker and others, a Mr. Smith 
wounded and diaabled an Indian, whom she recognized as 
the savage who acalped Elder John Parker. Aa aoon as she 
made known the fact, Parker, Smith and others of the party 
kiUed the man — ^riddling hSa carcass with bullets, and leav- 
ing it where it fell lor wolves and burzarda to dispose of. 

Six months after she was captured Mrs. Plummer gave 
birth to a boy baby. She begged an Indian woman to tell 
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her how to save the child, bat the squaw turned a deaf ear 
to her pleadings. One day, while she was nursing the in- 
fant, several Indians came to her and ^ne of .them tore the 
child from her, strangled it with his hands, tossed it in 
the air and let it fall on the ground until life seemed ex- 
tinct, and then threw it at her feet, while the others held 
her, despite franltsc straggling. Ihe bucks then left 
her. In her printed narrative she says, "I had been weep- 
ing incessantly whilst they were murdering my child, but 
now my grief was so great that the fountain of my tears 
was dried up. As I gazed on the bruised cheeks of my dar- 
ling infant, I discovered some symptoms of returning life. I 
hoped thut if it could be resuscitated, they would allow me 
to keep it. I washed the blood from its face, and after a 
lime it began to breathe again. But a more heart-rending 
scene ensued. As soon as the Indians ascertained that the 
child was still alive, they tore it from my arms and knocked 
me down. They then tied a plaited rope around its neck 
4ind threw it into a bunch of prickly pears, and then pulled 
it backward and forward until its tender flesh was liter- 
aUy torn from its body. One of the Indians, who was 
mounted on a horse, then tied the end of the rope to his 
saddle and galloped around in a circle until my little inno^ 
cent was not only dead, but torn to pieces. One of them 
then untied the roi>e and threw the remains of the child 
into my lap, and I dug a hole in the earth and buried 
them." 

The Indians killed the child because they thought that 
caring for it interf erred with Hhe mother's work. After- 
wards she was given to a squaw aa senramt. T*hfe 
squaw, after much cruel treatment, attempted to beat her 
with a club. Mrs. Plummer wrenched the club from the 
Indian woman's hands and knocked her down with it. The 
Indian men, who were at some distance, ran, yelling, to the 
scene. Mrs. Plummer expected nothing less than to be killed 
by them. Instead, they patted her on the back, exclaiming 
*'bueno! bueno!''— goodi good! 
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After that sh€ was called tSie ''fighting squaw," and 
was much better treated. After a captivity of one and a 
half years, she was ransomed by Mr. William Donoho, a 
SBcta Fe merdhant-trAder — the same generous, tendeiv 
hearted' and nolble gentleanan througb ivbose efforts the xmr 
foitunate Mrs. Horn amd Mrs. Harris were rescued* from 
savagie captivity, as previoiusly related. 

The Indian camp in which she wiEis found was so far 
north of Santa Fe that it took seventeen days travel to 
reach that place. Mr. and Mrs. Donoho took her with them 
to Independence, Missouri. There she met her brother-in- 
law, L. D. Nixon, who brought her to Texas, where she 
crossed the door sill of her father's home February 19, 1838. 
She wrote, or had written, an account of her Indian captiv- 
ity. Her death occurred February 19, 1839. The 19th day 
of months seems to have had an occult significance for her* 
She was born on the 19th, was married on the 19th, was 
eaptured on the 19th, was ransomed en the 19th, reached 
Independence on the 19th, arrived at home on the 19th and 
died on the 19th. 

She died without knowing what had become of her 
eon, James Pratt Plummer. He was ransomed late in 1842 
and taken to Fort Gibson, and reached home in February, 



1843, in charge of his grandfather, ard became a highly es- 
teemed citizen of Anderson County. 



07NTHIA ANN PABXEE-JOHN PABKXB — CHIEF 

QUANAH PAEKEB. 

Many efforts were made by their relatives to trace and 
recover Qynthia Ann and John Parker, and Texan and 
United States government expeditions kept a sharp look- 
out for them; but without avail, until Cynthia Ann was un- 
expectedly captured at the battle of Pease River, in I860. 

There is a fairly authenticated story to the following 
effect: In 1840 (four years after her capture at Parker's 
fort) Col. Len Williams, Stoal (a trader) and a Dela- 
ware Indian guide, named ''Jack Henry'' found her with 
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Pa-ha-u-ka's.band of Cananclie bdiaiiA on the Caaadiaoi 
BLver, CoL WiUiams offered to miiBom her, but the Indiaii 
into whose family ah« had been 4idopted said that all the 
goods the Colonel had were ncit sufficient to get her, that 
ahe would not be surrendered for any consideration. CoU 
iWfllknis requested the privilege of talking with her, and 
abe was permitted to come into his presence. She walked 
quietlx to him and seated herself at the foot of a tree, but 
0S9tiJd not be induced to utter a word, or make a gesture 
that showed whether she did or did not understand what 
Ihe said to her. She was then thirteen years old. Some 
years later she became the squaw of the noted Comanche 
chief, Peta Nocona, and bore him several children. 

Victor M. Roee says: *' Fifteen years after her ctfpture 
a party of white hunters, including some friends of her fam- 
ily, visited the Comanche encampment on the upper Cana- 
dian, and recognizing Cynthia Ann, probably through the 
medium of her name alone, sounded her in a secret manner 
as to the desirableness of a return to her people and the 
liaunts of civilisation. She shock her head in a sorrowful 
amative, and pointed to her little naked barbarians sport- 
ing at her feet, and to the great, lazy buck deepinig in the 
shade near at hand, the locks lof a score of scalps dangling 
at his belt, and whose first utterance upon arousing would 
be a atem command to his meek, pale faced wife. Though, 
in truth, exposure to sun and mir had browned the com- 
plexion of Qynthia Ann almoat as intensely as that of the 
native daughters of the plain and foreat. She said, 'I am 
happily wedded. I love my husband, who is good and kind, 
and my little ones^ too, are his, and I cannot forsake them. ' " 

If, indeed the entire account given by Rose is not apoch- 
ryphal, it is certain that Qynlhia Ann did not employ,in her 
reply, the set of words attributed to her, and that she did 
iKOt q[>eak in her mother tongue. 

IHien recaptured, the veneer of savagery that covered 
ber was so thick that it took time and unremitting, loving 
oare to remove it. 
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Young Lawrenee Sullivan Roas, th«n a dashing ranger 
Captain; in af ter yeara to win much renown as a Confederate 
Brigadier-Oeneral ; GoTemor of Texas, and later, President of 
the A. and M. college of Texas till his untimely death, in com- 
mand of a eompany of Texas rangers^ a sergeant and twenty 
United States dragoons, and seventy eitisens from Palo Pinto 
county under Capt. Jack Curington, came upon an Indian 
village at the head waters of Pease River. Most of his men 
were some distance in his rear, their horses being much jad- 
ed by travel and want of food. With him were the dra- 
goons and twenty of his own men. With these, he charged 
immediately. The Indians, altheugh surprised, fought with 
more than usual bravery, their women and children and all 
o^ their possessioius beinig with them. They conld not hold 
their ground against such an attacking force, however, and, 
after many had been killed, the survivors tried to escape 
to the mountains, about six miles distant. Lieut. Thomas 
Eellihuir pursued one, and Capt. Ross and Lieut Somerville 
another. Somerville was a heavy man, and his horse fell be- 
hind. Ross dashed on and overtook the Indian he was af- 
ter. A fierce combat followed, resulting in the death of 
the Indian, who proved to be Peta Noeona, chief of the band. 

Eellihuir captured the supposed Indian he was after, and 
who proved to be Cynthia Ann Parker. She had in her 
arms a girl child about two and a half years of age, Topa- 
sannah — ^''Prairie Flower." It was not known at the time 
who the captured woman was. She q[>oke no word that tend- 
ed to clear the mystery. Lieut. Sublett picked up a Coman- 
che boy. Capt. Ross took charge of him, named him Pease, 
and reared him at Waco. 

On returning to the settlements, Capt. Ross sent for 
Isaac Parker, thinking it possible that the woman might be 
Oyntfaia Ann Parker. Thrall says: "The venerable Isaac 
Parker, still in hopes of hearing of his long lost niece, went 
to the camp. Her age and general appearance suited the 
object of his search, bnt she had lost every word of her 
native tongue. Col. Parker was about to give np in do- 
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qpair, when he turned to the interpreters and said very dis- 
tinctly that the woman he was seeking was named 'Cynthia 
Ann.' The sonndof the name by which her mother had 
ealled her, awakened in the bosom of the poor eaptive emo- 
tions that had long lain dormant. In a letter to us Col. 
Parker says : * The moment I mentioned the name, she 
stnaightened herself in her seat and, patting herself on the 
breasty said, * Cynthia Ann, Cynthia Ann.' A ray of recol- 
lection sprang up in her mind, that had been obliterated for 
twenty-five years. Her very countenarce changed, and a 
pleasant smile took the place of a sullen gloom.' 

'^ Returning with her uncle, she soon regained her na- 
tive tongue. It was during the war, and she learned to 
spin and weave and make herself useful about the house." 
Her uncle took her to his home in Tarrant county. Soon 
thereafter she was carried to Austin and was there conducted 
by a party of ladies and gentlemen into the hall where 
the State Secession Convention was beinig held in Aus- 
tin, in 1861. She appeared to be greatly distressed. In- 
quiry revealed the fact that she thought the assemblage 
was a meeting of war chiefs, convened for the purpose of de- 
ciding her fate, and was apprehensive that they would con- 
demn her to death. 

An act of the Texas Legislature, approved April 8, 1861, 
granted Cynthia Ann Parker a pension of $100 a year for 
five years, dating from January 1, 1861, and required the 
county court of Tarrant county to appoint a guardian for 
lier, the guardian to give a bond, '' conditioned for the 
faithful application of the pension, and for the support and 
education of her child." Another act of the Legislature, in 
the same year, donated to her a league of land. 

An act of the Legislature, approved January 8, 1862^ 
contained the folloXving: ''Silas M. Parker, of Van Zandt 
county, is hereby constituted as agent of Cynthia Ann 
Parker, formerly of Tairant and now of Van Zandt coun- 
ty, and, on his giving bond in the sum of $400 to the Chief 
Justice of Van Zandt county, tot the faithful application of 
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said peseioB to the support of said Cynthia Ann Parker, 
and for the support acd education of her child, Topasan- 
naby the State Treasurer shall pay said pension to the said 
agent, or his order." 

The last appropriations to pay the pension were for the 
yeara 1E64 and 1865, and are contained in the general ap- 
propriation act passed by the Tenth Legislature, approved 
December 16, 1863. 

Topasannah (little Prairie Flower) died in. 1864, and dur- 
ing the same year the soul of the mother winged its way to 
the spirit land. Cynthia Ann was buried in the Foater grave- 
yard, Henderson county, Texas where her remains reposed for 
forty -«ix years — till late in December, 1910 through the ef- 
forts of tbe! adoring son, Chief Quanah Parker, they were ex- 
humed, conveyed to Lawton, Okla.; and, after much cer- 
emony, ro-intorrod in the Indian f airily cemetery at Post Oak, 
in the Wichita mountains. And thus briefly traced, closes 
the history of this unfortunate woman, far famed in the 
border annals of Texas 

Cynthia Ann Parker had two other children, besides 
"Prairie Flower" — ^both sons, and both with the Coman- 
ches. One of the boys died not long after her own demise ; 
the other, Quanah by name, who long survived and acquired 
renown as the head chief of all the Comanches. Aged, and 
beloved by both thie red and white man, the famous chief 
died at his tribal home, on Thursday, February 23, 1911, and 
was buried as he had so desired to be, by the side of his 
mother, *'Preloch," — Cynthia Ann Parker. 

The death of Quanah Parker marked the passing of the 
last of the great Indian chiefs— Sitting Bull, Red Cloud, 
Crazy Horse, Chief Joseph and Qeronimo having preceded 
him some years to the ''happy hunting grounds." 

John Parker, brother of Cynthia Ann, grew to man- 
hood among the Comanches, and participated in their fo- 
rays as a Comanche brave. During a raid into Mexico, a 
Mexican girl was captured. Shortly thereafter be was 
strickeD with small-pox. The tribe fled from him in eon- 
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usternaticn, and left him to die without attention. The Hex- 

.ican girl remained with and nursed him back to health. 
Disgusted with his former comrades, he followed the girl's 

ijidviee, and went with her to her pecple beyond the Rio 
Orande. He served in a Mexican company in the Confed- 
erate Army during the war between the states, but would 

mot leave the soil of Texas, refusixsg even to cross the line 
into Louisiana. The last heard of him, he was living on a 
Yaneh in Mexico. He, too, has long since 'gone to his reward. 



:DEATH of H08HBBBT AND SHNMETT— KCLUHO OF 
HIBBIH8 AND OBBATH AND THE OAPTUEX OF 
MR8. HIBBIN8 AND OfllLDBEN — HIBOISII 

OF THI UTTLl SON. 

Of the many, very many, pathetic episodes already 

clrcnicled, ard yet to be recounted, the dual — ^triple; yea, 

four-fcld tragic misfortunes of Mrs. McSherry — ^Hibbins — 

Stinnett — ^Howard, must certainly claim precedence, and in 

.fact, are without a parallel in border annals. Recording 

'.the multiplied incidents of the story (extending over a pe- 

-Tied of ''13", to her, unfortunate years) at this juncture, 

^ard to connect the thread of narrative, we must revert a 

few years-^closing with sad sequels. 

**In 1828,*' si^s John Henry Brown, ** there arrived on 

tthe Guadalupe River, a young couple from the vicinity of 

Brownsville, Jackson county, Illinois--John McSherry and 

liis wife, Sarah, whose maiden name was Creath. They aet- 

lled on the west side of the Ouadalupe, in DeWitt's colony 

ist a place in what is now the lower edge of DeWitt county, 

near a little creek, which, with a spring, waa some 

Iwo hundred yards in front of the cabin they erected — 

--wild and isolated, but one of the loveliest spots of the 

Southwest. Their nearest neighbor was Andrew Lockhart, 

ten miles up the river, and one of a large family of sterling 

^pioneers on the Ouadalupe, bearing that name. 

''Mrs. McSheny waa a beautiful blonde, an excellent 
':type of the country girls of the West in that day, very 
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haodsoiBe in jierson, graceful in manner and pure of heart. 
Mr. McSherry was an honesti indnatriona man of nerve and 
will. They were happily devoted to each other. 

''Early in 1829 their first child, a son, waa bom, com- 
plementing the full measure of their connubial bliss — ^but 
alas! soon to be blighted with a most direful calamity. '^ 

"Later in the same year," continues Brown, "about 
noom on a pleasant dsy, Mr. McSheiry went to the spring 
for a bucket of water. As he arose from the bank^ bucket 
in hand, a party of Indians, with a wild yell, sprang from 
the bushes, and in a moment he was a lifeless corpse. His 
wife, hearing the yell, sprang to the door, saw him plainly 
and realized the peril of herself and infant. In the twink- 
ling of an eye, she barred the doer, seized the gun, and 
resolved to defend herself and baby unto death. The sav- 
ages surveyed the situation and maneuvered to and fro, 
but failed to attack the cabin, and soon disappeared. Thus 
she was left alone, ten miles from the nearest habitation, 
and without a road to that, or any other place. But truly, 
in the belief of eveiy honest person of long frontier ezpe- 
rienccy the ways of Providence are inscrutable. About dark, 
John McCrabb, a fearless and excellent man, well armed 
and mounted, but wholly unaware of the sad condition of 
matters, rode up to the cabin to psss the night. Hearing 
the recital, his strong nerves became stronger, and his heart 
pulsated as became a whole-souled Irishman. Very soon he 
placed the young mother and babe on his horse, and by the 
light of the stars, started on foot, through the wilderness, 
for the house of settler Lockhart, reaching it before daylight, 
where warm hearts bestowed all possible care and kindness 
on those so ruthlessly stricken in the wilderness, and so 
remote from all kindred ties.'' i . > ! • i it 

Here in this hospitable home the bereaved lady vs- 
maiued, till she met, was wooed, and married John 
Hibbins, a worthy man, who settled on the east aide 
of the Guadalupe, in Hhe vicinity of where the town of 
Concrete, in DeWitt county, now stands. i i . i i 
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Again happy and prosperotuB, in the summer of 1835, 
with her little boy, John MeSherry, and an infant by Mr. 
EibbinSi ahe visited her kindred in Illinois — ^returning in 
company with a single brother, George Creath, in boat, via 
New Orkans, and thence to Columbia, on the Brazos, 
*' where, early in February, 1836, Mr. Hibbins met them 
with an ox-eart, on which they begcn the journey home." 
From Reason's Crossing on the Colorado, they proceeded 
to the Navidad, and thence along the old La Bahia road, 
leaching their last camp on Rock Creek, six miles above the 
subsequent village of Sweet Home, in Lavaca county, and 
within about fifteen miles of their home, where they were 
suddenly attacked by thirteen Comanche Indian warriors, 
who immediately killed Hibbins and Creath, made captives 
of Mrs. Hibbins and her two children, took possession of the 
effects, and leisurely moved off, passing up through the 
Peach Creek timbered region, between the Guadalupe and 
the Colorado. At their second camp, Mrs. Hibbins' suf- 
fering little babe, crying from pain, was seized by one of 
the fiecds and its brains dashed out against a tree, before 
the eyes of its shrieking, frantic, but helpless mother. 

For an account of this lady's further sufferings, prov- 
idential escai>e, and rescue of her little son, on this occa- 
sion, we quote from the Reminiscences of the octogenarian 
pioneer, Noah Smithwick, who wrote from personal knowl- 
edge — ^prefacing with the providential, or at least fortunate 
fact that, on account of the numerous and alarming depre- 
dations of the Indians all along that frontier, Capt. John J. 
Tomlinson had been commissioned with a small company 
of lingers — the first ever raised under the revolutionary 
government of Texas — for protection, and was at that time 
in close proximity to this band of marauders. Says Smith- 
wick, one of the company: '^We were assigned to duty on 
the headwaters of Brushy Creek, some thirty miles north- 
west of the site of the present capital, that city not hav- 
ing been even projected then. The appointed rendesvons 
waa Homsby's station, ten milea below Austin, on the Col- 
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otad#y from which place we were to proceed at once to 
our pc6t| taking auch materiala aa were neeeaaary to aid 
oa in the eonatraction of a block honse. * * * Just aa we 
were preparing for our supper, a young white woman, an en- 
tire stranger, her clothing hanging in ahreda about her 
torn ard bleeding body, dragged herself into camp and 
sank exhausted on the ground. The feeling of rest and re- 
lief en finding herself among friends able and willing to 
help her, so overcame her overtaxed atrength that it was 
some little time before she co«dd give a coherent explana- 
tion of her situation, name, and aad misfortunes. * * * 

''The scene of the attack being a lonely spot on a lone- 
ly road, the cunning redskina knew there waa little risk of 
the outrage being discovered till they were beyond the reach 
of pursuit; 80 when a cold norther met them at the cross- 
ing of the Colorado, about wheie the city of Austin now stands, 
they sought the shelter of a cedar brake on Walnut Creek, 
and encamped. Confident that Mrs. Hibbins could not es- 
cape with her child, and trusting to her mother 'a love to 
prevent her leaving it, the Indiana allowed her to lie un- 
bound, not even putting out guards. It was bitterly cold, 
and wrapping* themaelvea in their buffalo robes, they were 
soon sound asleep. But there waa no sleep for Mrs. Hib- 
bins — ^heroic woman, she resolved to escape and to rescue 
her child. There waa no time to lose, as another day's 
travel would take her far beyond the aettlements and the 
possibility of successful escape and procuring help before 
the savages reached their stronghold. Assured by their 
breathing that her captors were aaleep, and summoning all 
her courage, she carefully; tucked the robe about her sleep- 
ing boy — her first-born, and now her only child — ^and atole 
away, leaving him to the mercy of the brutal barbariana. 

''She felt sure the river they had crossed waa the Col- 
orado, and knew there were aettlementa below; how far 
down, ahe had no idea, but that seeming to offer the only 
means of escape, she made straight for the river, 
ber tracka in the icy waters, and hurried away aa fast 
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tbe darkness would permit. Onee elie thought she heard 
h?er child call, * Mamma I Mammal' and her heart stood; still 
with fear that the Indians wonld be awakened and miss 
her/ She momentarily expected to bear a yell of alarm^ 
and not daring to leave the shelter of the bottom timber, 
she meandered the winding stream, sometimes wading in 
the shallow water along the edge, and again working her 
way through the brush and briars, tearing her clothing and 
lacerating her flesh, never pausing in her painful journey 
till late in the afternoon, when she came upon the first sign 
of civilizationr— some gentle milk cows 'feeding along the river 
bottom^ and felt that she must be near a white settlement, 
but dared not call for assistance, kat the Indians be in 
pursuit. Surmising the cows would soon be going home, she 
secreted herself nearby and waited till they had finished 
their browsing, and followed Ihem in to the station— hav- 
ing spent nearly twenty-four hours in traveling a distance 
of only ten miles. 

''Fortunate beyond hope, in finding the rangers there, 
she implored us to save her child, describing the mule he 
rode, the band of Indians and the direction they were trav- 
eling. Hastily dispatching our supper, we were soon in the 
saddle, andy with a trusty guide, Beuben Homsby, trav- 
eled on till we judged we must be near the trail, and fear- 
ful of crossing it in the darkness, we halted and waited 
for daylight. As soon as it was light enough, our scouts 
were out, and soon found the trail, fresh and well defined. 
Cautiously following, we came upon the Indians about 10 
o'dodc in the momkig, just as they were preparing to 
bxeak camp. Taken completely by surprise, they broke for 
the shelter o^ a cedar brake, leaving everything except 
anch weapons as .they hasitily snatched as tCey started." 

In the quick charge and pursuit, four warriors wero 
killed before they could reach the almost impeneitrable ce- 
dar brakes. Two of tbe rangers, Elijah Ingram aod> Hugh 
M. Childrefis, were wounded, while a number of thrilling, 
and some narrow, escapes occurred — Captain TomHnsoii 



BORDER WARS OF TEXA& 191 

liaTiBf^ hM hone flbot and kiHed, himself narrowly escap- 
ing deaAh. 

''Bnt/' cobtinnea Smithwick, ''we got all tbeir bovsea 
and otiier plunder, and, to crown onr aneoen, we achieved 
the main o4>ject ct the expedition, whicb waa the rescue of 
the little boy, though the bec-dleeanecs of ctae of our men 
came near robbing ve of our prire in a shocking manner. 
The Indians, careful of the preservation 'of their little cap- 
tive — ^tbey intended to make a good Oomanehe of him — bad 
wrapped him up warmly in a buffalo robe and tied him on 
has mule, preparatory to resuming tbeir journey. When we 
rushed upon them, «they had no time to remove ium, and 
the mule, being startled by our charge, started' to run,, 
when one cf our men, not seeing tliat the rider waa a child, 
gave chase, and, putting his gun against the back of the 
boy, pulled the trigger. Fortunately the gun missed fire. 
Be tried again with like result. The third time his fin* 
ger was on the trigger, when one of the other boys, perceiv- 
ing with horror the tragedy about to be enacted, knocked 
tbe gun up. It fired clear, sending a ball whistliDg over 
the head cf the rescued child. Providence seemed to have 
interposed to save him." 

Gathering up the spoils, and with their precious charge^ 
the rangers now returned in triumph to their camp. Of 
the affecting scene, the joyous meeting here, we let Captainr 
Tomlinson tell: ''Lieut. Regent presented the child to its 
mother, and the scene which here ensued beggars descrip- 
tion. A mother meeting with her child released from In- 
dian captivity, rescued, as it were, from the very jaws off 
deaAbI Not an eye was diy. She called us brothers, and 
every other endearing name, and would have fallen on her 
knees to worship us. She hugged the child — ^her only re- 
maining treasure — to 'her bosom as if fearful that she 
would again lose him. And— but His useless to say more." 

Near the same time — ^perhaps by the same tribe, if not 
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same party, of Indiana — and only ftbout ten milea distant 
from the apot wh«re Hibbins and Creath were killed, and 
Mrs. Hibbins and children were captnred, oecnrred the mur- 
der of the Douglas and Daugherty families, already related. 

But other tribulatioiDs were yet in store for this seeming- 
ly fated woman; who, however, survived forty or more 
years afterward—passing through other horrors — ^finally to 
meet a i>eaceful death, mourned by her fourth husband, 
Phillip Howard, in Bosque county. Gleaning the further 
facts of her extraordinary career we quote from Brown's de- 
tailed narrative, who, as neighbor to Mr. Howard in 1846, 
received the main facts from her own lips: — ^''Thus the 
moth-er and child, bereft of husband and father, and left 
without a relative nearer than Southern Illinois, found them- 
selves in the families of Measri. Harrell and Hornsby, the 
outside settlers on the then feeble frontier of the Colorado- 
large hearted and sympathizing avant-couriers in the ad- 
vancing civilization of Texas. The coincident fall of the 
Alamo came to them as a summons to pack up their effects 
and hasten eastward, as their fellow citizens below were al- 
ready doing. 

''The mother and child accompanied these two families in 
flight from the advancing Mexicans, till they halted east of 
the Trinity, where, in a few weeks, couriers bore the glorious 
news of victory and redemption from the field of San Jacin- 
to. Soon they resumed their weary march, but this time for 
their homes. In Washington county Mrs. Hibbins halted, 
under the friendly roof of a sympathizing pioneer. There 
she also met a former neighbor, in the person of Mr. Clai- 
borne Stinnett, an intelligent and estimable man, who, with 
Captain Henry S. Brown (father of the writer of this) rep- 
resented DeWitt's Colony in the first deliberative body ever 
assembled at San Felipe, October 1, 1832. 

After a widowhood of twelve months, Mrs. Hibbins mar- 
ried Mr. Stinnett and they at once (in the spring of 1837) re- 
turned to their former home on the Ouadalupe. In the organ- 
ization of tJonzales county, a little later, Mr. Stinnett was 
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elected aheriff. Late in the fall with m paek-hone, he we&t 
to Liimyille one day, to buy needed mppUea. Loading jthia 
extra horae with aogar, coffee, etc., and with $700.00 
in caah, he atarted home. But instead of following 
the road by Victoria, he traveled a more direct route through 
the prairie. When about night, near the Arenoaa creek, aome 
twentv miles nortbeaat of Victoria, he discovered a smoke in 
a grove of timber, and supposing it to be a camp of 
hunters, went to it. Inatead, it was the camp of two 
"runaway'* negro men, seeking their way to Mexico. 
They murdered Mr. Stinnett, took his horses, provia- 
ions and money, and, undiscovered, reached Mexico. The 
fate of the murdered man remained a mystery. No 
trace of him was found for five years until, in the 
fall of 1842, one of the negroes revealed all the facta to 
an American prisoner in Mexico (the late Col. Andrew Neill) 
and so described the locality that the remains of Mr. Stinnett 
were found and interred. 

Thus this estimable lady lost her third husband— two ^ by 
red savages and one by black fiends — and was again alone 
without ties of kinship, except her child, in all the land. Yet 
ahe was still young, attractive in person and pure of heart, ao 
that, two years later, she was wooed and won by Phillip 
Howard. Unwisely, in June, 1840, soon after their marriage, 
they, abandoned their home on the Oaudalupe and removed 
to the ancient Mission of San Juan, eight miles below San 
Antonio. It was a trip of 100 miles through a wildemesa often 
traversed by hostile savages. Hence they were escorted by 
seven young men of the vicinity, consisting of Byrd Lock- 
part, Jr., (of that well known pioneer family) young Mc- 
Gary, two brothers named Powers (one of whom was a boy of 
thdrteen, and both the sons of a widow) and three others whose 
names are forgotten. On arriving at the mission in the fore« 
noon, their horses were ''hobbled"outnearby and little John 
McSherry, (the child of Mrs. Howard, recovei^ed from the In- 
diana in 1836, and at this time in his eleventh year) was left 
on a pony to watch them ; but within half an hour a body of 
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Indiau raddeidy eharged upon tliem, captured some of the 
liones and little John barely escaped by dashing into the 
camp, a yivid reminder to the mother that her cup of afflic- 
tion was not yet full. In a day or two the seven young men 
started on their return home. About noon next day, a heavy 
shower fell| wetting their fire-arme, but was soon followed by 
sunshine, when they all fired off their guns to clean and 
dijr them. Moet imprudently they all did so at the same 
time, leaving no loaded piece. This volley attracted the 
keen ear of seventy hostile C<mianches who otherwise might 
not have discovered them. In a moment or two they ap- 
peared and cried out that they were friendly Tonkawas. The 
ruae succeeded and they were allowed to approach and encir- 
cle the now helpless young men. Six of them were instantly 
slain, scalped and their horses and effects, with the boy Pow- 
cra, carried off. During the second night afterwards, in 
passing through a cedar brake at the foot of the Cibolo 
mountains, he slid quietly off his horse and escaped. In 
three or four days he reached the upper settlements on the 
Ouadalupe, and gave the first information of these harrow- 
ing facts. 

Thus again admonished, Mr. and Mrs. Howard removed 
down on the San Antonio River, below the old Mexican ranch 
of Don Oarlos de la Garza, in the lower edge of Goliad coun- 
ty, confident that no hostile Indians would ever visit that 
•ecluded and far down locality. But they were mistaken. 
Early in the spring of 1842 marauding savages made a raid 
in that vicinity, stole a number of horses, killed stock, mur- 
dered settler Gilleland and wife in a most brutal manner and 
carried off their little son and daughter, but a party of vol- 
unteers, among whom were the late Maj. Alfred S. Thur- 
mond of Aransas, and the late Col. Andrew Neill of Austin, 
over-hauled and defeated the Indians and recaptured the ehil- 
drcn, the boy Wm. M. Gilleland long a prominent citizen of 
Austin and the little girl, Mrs. Rebecca Fisher, still surviving, 
and a prominent member and leader of the Daughters of the 
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Republie — a story full of pathos and tragedyi to be recount* 
ea hereinafter. 

Following thia aiztli admonition, Mr. and Mrs. Howard at 
once removed to the present vieinity of HallettsviUe, in La- 
vaca county, and thenceforward her life encountered no 
repetition of the horrors whick had so terribly followed her 
footsteps through the previous thirteen years. Peace and a 
fair share of prosp^ty succeeded. In 1848 Mr. Howard was 
made County Judge, and some years later they located in 
Bosque county, where she died and where he is believed to be 
now living, probably a little past four-score years. 



Other ineidents without exact dates, but ail occurring 
dfuring tliis year, in different sectaoDs of the country— most- 
ly within the limits of Austin's colonies will be briefly no- 
ticed. Mainly, thiese are small affairs, in view of greater 
ones, but deserving of notice— illustnuting at least, in an 
eminenjt degree, too, tbe tremendous hazards taken, and 
trials suffered, by the early picneers of Texas in their 
struggles to secure and retain homes for themselves and 
their childiren, in this fair, but blood-bougbt land. 

THE HABVET MASSAOBB. 

Amcng other brave and worthy pioneers, were the Har^ 
vey famdly, emigrating from Alabama, and settlin^^ near 
Wheelock, in what is now Robertscn coundy, Texas, in 
1835. In November of the following year, while the happy 
f snuly were enjoying the frugal evening meal — little thisikr 
ing of near danger — a party of Indians, cautiously ap- 
proaching, attacked the house. Mr. Harvey attempted to se- 
cure his gun, in a rack over the door, but was Istruck in the 
neck by a bullet and instantly killed. His wife concealed 
Iierself under one of the beds in the room, but was dwcov- 
ered, dragged out and after a desperate resistance, killed 
and I horribly mutilated-— the savage fiends cutting her 
heart out and placing it ont her bresst. The son, a lad ot 
about (ten years, was also killed-*' 'with many wounds'* 



U6 : BORDER WARS OF TBXAS. 

—his eoat eontaininf nore than twenty holes. Seeaiififf 
the aealpfl of their Tictima th« aayagea now departed, ear- 
lying away aa captivea the little nine year old daughter, 
whoae arm was broken daring the maaaaere, and a negro 
•ervant girl. 

Finally, after more than a year 'a aeareh, and the ex* 
petiditure of considerable money, the daughter was found 
and ransomed by an uncle, James Tolbert, who carried her 
to his (home in Alabanva — removing thence to Texas. 

"They settled, ''says the Rev. Morrell, •'near where her 
parents luid brother were killed. She has since married, and 
when recently (1873) heard from, was living. I have often 
been at her diouee, and used the family Bible at worship, 
owned by her father; and whicjh yet has upon its pages 
the blocd of her parents, spUled by the hanldslof the In- 
dians on that fearful night.''— ''Flowers and Fruits, or Thir- 
ty-Six Years in Texas,'* pp. 68, 69. f 



OAPTURI OF MRS. TRARODT AMD OSKLDRXir. 

In the night, a few weeks before tihe battle of San Ja- 
cinto, a i>arty of Comanehes attacked the Yeargin home, 
on Cummings Creek^ in Fayette county. This family was one 
of the few that had not joined their neighbors in the 
''runaway scrape." Mrs. Yeargin and her two little sons 
were captured — the aged husband and father escaped after 
pursuit, running afoot, it is said, ten miles, from the effects 
of which he soon died. 

A£ter a captivity of some three months, the mother was 
reclaimed by relatives, at Coffee's trading house on Bed 
River — the ransom paid being $300. But the Indians stead- 
faatly refused to sell the two little boys, and they were nev- 
er after heard* of. Eventually recovering from the effects 
of exposure and ill treatment at the bands of her cruel 
captors, but ever mourning the loss of her loved ones, this 
estimable lady survived mttmy years, dying at her old horne^ 
stead a few years since. 



BOBI>KB WikBS or TBXAS. . 197 



Joseph and Braman Reed, brothers, were xiaAiTet of Vir- 
ginia, emigrating to Texas in 1829, and first loeating in 
the Bastrop c<Hnmnnity, removing after a short time to 
^hat is now Bnrlesom county, settling on Davidson's Oreek, 
'Where they followed the business of stock raising. One 
day in the spring of this year, Joseph Reed rode out on 
the range, looking after his cattle, and when about half a 
mile from home, was suddenly attacked by a partyi of forty 
or fifty Indians. Amid a perfect shower of arrows, Reed 
put spurs to his horse and fled for his home, pursued by. 
the yelling eavages* Mortally wounded, the poor man fell 
f romr his horse just as he reached his yard gate. His hero- 
ic wife, determining he should fnot be scalped and muttilat- 
ed, now rushed out and, under iibe excitement of the oc- 
cfUBion, aictually lifted her dead husband to her arms and 
dragged him into the cabin, which she succeeded in reach- 
ing unharmed, although the target of many arrows. 

Fortunately, the Indians did not attack the house, but 
left, camping, however in the vicinity. The brother of the 
dead man, arriving on the scene, spread the alarm, and 
soon collected a small party of settlers, who attacked the 
Imdians in their camp. In the hard fight, Bi^unan Reed, 
too, was killed^ and several others wounded; and for a time 
the situatacD of the whites was desperate, but finally the 
chief fell, when the Indians fled, leaving their dead on the 
field. Though seldom following the harrowing practice of 
the savages, so exasi>erated were the whites on this occa- 
sion, we are told, they scalped the dead chief. 

In Travis county, in May of this year, depredating In- 
dians plundered the house of Nathaniel Moore, who, with his 
famSy was absent, and on the following morning at Th<»n- 
as Moore's, killed Conomd Rohrer, from ambush, as he was 
saddling his horse to ride out aSter his team. Showings 
liiemselves now, to the number of ten, they threatened) to 
aftta^ Moore's house, but desisted on the appearanee of sev- 
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eral men, nAa happened to be stepping over oighit at 
Moore 'a. 



xiLLnro or ■dwabxm. 

About the same thnfe, and in the same section, John Ed- 
wttrda, one of the early pioneera of Texas, was killed by In- 
dians. In eompany with Mr. Bartholomew Manlove, lie was 
traveling from the town of Bastrop to Washington. Ap- 
proaching nnder the gnise of friendship, tbe Indians shook 
hands with Edwards, and thra fell upon him^ spearing him 
to death. Manlove had fled st the fiist sight of the enemy 
and after a bard race of several milesi effected his eseape.* 

On one occasion, three men— John Marlin, Jarrett and 
Lanham Menifee, repaired to the vicinity of a beetree they 
had 'discovered. Walking singk file along a narrow, wood- 
ed trail, they suddenly discovered an Indian aiming at 
them, but his gun missed Ifire, when Marlin and Lanham 
Menifee bothi fired, ''each killing the same Indian.'' Be* 
loading (their guns, the settlers proceeded but a few paces 
further^ wiben they were fired upon by other Indiana in sun- 
bush. The fire was quickly returned with fatal effect — 
killing two more Indians and causing Ibe others to retreat 
to a dense thicket. Joined at this moment by another set- 
tler, who chanced to be riding in that direction, the two re- 
maining hidians were attacked, one being killed and the 
other escaping. 



TBOVBus nr the hobmbbt iirlimeiit. 

Homsby's on the Colorado, some ten miles below the 
present ci^ of Austin, was one of the earliest, and outside, 
settlements in Austin's upper colony, and at this date con- 
sisted of the Homsbys, HarreUs and a few other brave 
families. 

In the spring of 1836, these families, escorted by 
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Liaxna, Hoggett and Cain, three yonng men detailed by Cap- 
tain Tomlinaon, then in command of a small vanger foree 
in that vicinity, fled like others, 1>ef(»^ the Mexican army 
of inyasion, toward the Sabine. On arriving at the old 
town of Naahville, they heard the gloriona news of Santa 
Annate defeat at San Janinto, and at once returned to their 
homes, and to the tiUing of their fields^ ''They hadi only^ 
been ihome a few days (eays Wilbarger) when about ten 
o'clock one bright morning in the early part of May, 
while WilHama and Hoggett were in one part of the field, 
hoeing and thinning com, and the Homaby boys and Cain 
were working in another portion, about one bundred In- 
dians rode up to the fence near where Williams and Hog- 
gett were at work, threw down the fence and marched in, 
beardsg a wiiite flag hoisted on a lance — ^thewily redskins 
thus throwing the young men off their guard* As they 
rode up, forming a circle, they »hook hands with the two 
young men, and almost at the same moment commenced 
their bloody work, 8i>earing one of them to death, and 
shooting the other dead as he attempted to flee/' 

At this juncture the Hornsby boys, Billy, aged 19 ; Mai- 
oolm, 17 ; Beuben, Jr., about twelve lyears of age, and the 
young man Cain, witnessing the attack upon, and fate of 
their two companions in the adjoining field, fled for the 
river bottom, crossed and went up the stream some dis- 
tance, recrossing about the present Burdett ford, and then 
traveled down through the thicket brush of the bottom to 
within about a mile of their home, where they concealed 
themselves until after dark, whenr they cautiously ventured 
in — expecting perhaps, to find their parents and oth- 
ers slaughtered, and the house plundered or burned. 
But the murderous fiend«, '^ after riding around and firing 
off a few guns, had departed, eanying with tdbiem all the 
stock th^ could gather in the neighboriiood,'' amount- 
ing to some seventy-five or one hundred head of cattle, 
some of which got loose from the Indians and oame back 
disme about three weeks afterward* *'The joyful meeting, '' 
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eontimiet Wilbarger, in telling of tbe return of the fiTO 
boyi, ''€«n better be imagined than deaeribed, for np to 
thia time neither party knew what had been the fate of 
the other/' 

In tbia aame vicinity, in the fall, two other men were 
kill^ by tbe Indiana. Blakely, Harris and one other, name 
now forgotten, came up from Webber's Pra»e, aomeaixor 
seven miles below, and stopped over night at Horcsby's, 
leaving next morning to hunt for wild etray cattle — ^''mav- 
ericks" — of which there were a great number ranging on 
the river at that time— common property and ''free to who- 
ever might be lucky enough to kill them/' Having crossed 
the river and entered the range, and just as Harris and the 
unknown man were ascending the l>£rk of a small ravine, 
they were fired upon and killed. Blakely, who fortunately 
was some distance in the rear, wheekd, put spurs to his 
horse and aucceeded in escaping by fast riding. The mur- 
dered men were scalx>ed and disemboweled, their entrails 
strewn upon bushes, their arms chopped off and hearts 
cut out. "Such," says Wilbarger, was the unsettled state of 
affairs in the Homsby settlement in 1836; nor did the 
Indians cease their murders in this secticn for many years 
afterward, as late as 1845 — ^as will be shown further on. 



Note— Tbe following letter from Hon, W. T. Davidson, 
(lately deceased) gives further details of the murder of 
his father and of Crouch, his companicn, ly the Indians. 
The statements can be relied on as true. The letter follows : 

Belton, Texas, March 25, 1907. 
Mr. J. T. DeShields, 

Farmersville, Texas. 
Dear Sir: — ^At your request I send you a short account 
of the killing of Robert Davidson, my father, by the Coman- 
che Indians in 1836. Mr. Davidson was bom in Eentockj 
on July 1, 1799. Married Rebecca Landis in Ohio in 1825; 
settled in Illinois and from there moved to Texas in 1838. 
First stopped in Burleson eoonty on Davidson's Creek, near 
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the present town of Caldwell, and set up the body of a Ion 
house, but never did finish it, and moved from there np to 
Nashville on the Brazos, and from there in the fall of 189i 
moved with his family up to the Three Forks of Little 
River, settled on his headright leagfue of land, and built m 
log cabin in the bottom on the river bank, for protection 
against the Indians. In 1835 he cleared about four acres of 
land and put it in com and pumpkins. The Indians having 
become so bold and troublesome, my father moved his fam- 
ily back to Nashville in the fall of 1835, but in the spring of 
1836, he went back to his home on Little River to plant a 
crop, but before he got through, Santa Anna had invaded 
Texas, butchered the defenders of the Alamo, and then the 
settlers having been notified by couriers, sent from Nash- 
ville up on Little River, to fall back to Nashville, as the 
country was being over-run by Mexicans and Indians. Mjr 
father, Jasper Crouch, Gouldsby Childers, 0. T. Tyletf ~ — 
Shackelford, Jno. Beal, Jack Hopson, Ezekiel Robertson 
and probably two or three others, on receipt of this informa- 
tion, made immediate preparations to retreat in a body to 
Nashville. Their only vehicle was a wagon to be drawn by 
a single pair of oxen. They had some horses but not 
enough to mount the entire party. On the morning of the 
first day they arrived at Henry Walker's on Walker's 
Creek, about 7 or 8 miles north of the present town of Camer- 
on. There they found Henry Walker, Campbell Smith and 

Monroe. On the next morning the party started on 

their journey to Nashville, and father and Crouch concluded 
the party was out of danger from the Indians, and) their 
families being down at Nashville, told the balance of the 
party they would go on ahead, and reach Nashville that 
evening, but they had got about 300 yards ahead of the main 
party, when about 200 Indians, coming up in their rear, 
passed by the main party without making any halt, and 
pushed ahead and attacked my father and Croneh, who 
made a bold stand, but were both slain by the nereikstt 
savages, after losing one or twio of their number. 
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This oecurrenoe took place in the month of Mareh ac- 
cording to my necoUeetion of the event; others say as late 
mm June, 1886. 

My father had studied medicine before moying to Texas, 
and brought some valnable medical works with him, bat not 
iMing sufficiently settled, he neyer practiced in this country. 
Jasper Crouch, who was killed with my father, was a Mis- 
aionary Baptist pneacher, he and my father wene close 
friends, and were both buried in the same gravie on the 
prairie where they were slain about 7 or 8 miles north of the 
present town of Cameron. They were buried the next day 
by friends who came up from Nashville. Judge O. T. Tyler 
and a few others performed the last sad rites. Years af ten I 
went on the ground where m/ father and Crouch wene mur- 
dered, toir the purpose of finding their grave, if possible, 
that I might give them a more decent burial. The land hav- 
ing been put in cultivation, and all plowed over, I soon 
found that I would never be able to find it. So gave up the 
idea with a sad heart. I am the only member of the origi- 
nal Davidson family that moved to Texas in 1833, now liv- 
ing. And Mrs. 0. T. Tyler, Hon. Geo. W. Tyler's mother, 
is the only member of the original Childers family, left, 
^and she is living in Belton, loved and respected by all. Rob- 
ert Childers after living a long and useful life, died near 
Temple on his farm. 

Robert Childers related the following incident to me as 
Slaving occurred on the first day's march of the party 
4lown to where they camped the first night: As the party in 
«;he wagon stayed close together, my father traveled near 
ifthem trying to kill a deer for supper. Finally he succeeded, 
.aoid when he overtook the party, he told them he had seen 
:an Indian, when one of the party remarked, ''Davidson is 
.scared!" Another one repliel, saying, ''when Davidson 
Cets scared, the rest of us had better look out." 

A few years after my father's death, my mother married 
JL. M. H. Washington. There were three children by this 
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marriage, namely, Elisabeth, Jexmie and Annie, and all of 
them are atill living and hare interesting faauUea. 

In 1846, my mother 'a family moved from' Nashville to 
Anatin, bnt after several changes^ went back to her old 
liome in Illinois to visit her brother, Fred Landis, who has 
two sons in Congress, and one a United States District JndgOi 
in Chicago* Ify mother died very suddenly while on that 
Tisit, May, 1874, at Mt Pulaski, lU^ at the h<Mne of one of her 
nephews. 

Hoping you may be able to use this hastily prepared 
tfketch of my father and his death, I remain, ! . , ; 

Yours truly, , 

W. T. Davidson, i ; 








l^ffi Texu histot7 haa now 
i^M^Bctive en— tb«t of tli« 



iSISIfeDd heoceforward 



the 



BinS"|tPS S^fll'Ea'ef TezM are under Um 
:"CrS:ejS.-JEj3K:F. 



::f:t 



wv 

I H|f ^pnftpc^ |w Uiy iga VI. ji.cAaB An; uuuei kua 

Ei%^|lrl!£^(>it£g-'of ita patriot fatben. 
!'^^)^i£^l^^^€^^ttled for and von this 
'll*'^^^^W^-^i^^^''7 breaker* were yet 
predatory and menac- 
ad now been carried 
-a strife but yet in tbe 
„ . „ _ Jtase in ^ercenesa and 

3|£^^!t^^^^^l|^oldened and increasing 
i^§i^^>^-S!iiil«W'£^ piufaed farther into 

faiAL MATTERS. 
|ol:il:tIie Republic, on Mon- 
^^SS^JGIeo. Sam Ho>afitou was 
|*^^^^mar, Vice President. 
itua, Oct. 3, and on 
j,jjp-^^»ident-elect were inang- 
^^^£:«f the following fo- 
|i^||!^^B8tin, Seeret«ry ot 
h^z^e Treasmy; Tbos. J. 
^^ilisber, Secvetaiy of the 
|ic#:i^toniey Geoeral ; and 

|if^^lac|:i^i||^I»g tbe lil>er«tioa oi 

, jj. ^i. ^. ^. ^. .j(. .^. 




BOBDBB WABS OF TEXAS. tK 

SmxUk Aam, Presidleiit Houstoii unmied the raipMUftbiUtj 
of disehargiiig him from cnafeodjr and aending lum and CoL 
Abiioiit6| to Wa^bingtoD, D. C, in oharge of Gheoice W. 
Hockley, (Inspeetor General of the Texas anny) and an 
Meont eooaitttang of Oeb. Barnaird E. Bee and Maj. W. H. 
Patton. 

Santa Anna left Texas in Deeeidberi 1836 ; arriTed an Waah- 
ington January 17, 1837, wher^ he had an inteorview witU 
President JackaoD; later sadled Krom Norfolk, Y«., for Vera 
(Vox, where he diseomharked February 23, 1837 ; warn de- 
feated in the Mezacam presidential election March 1, 1837, 
and retired to his magnificent hacienda— Mango de Clavo. 

Santo AatDA regaimedl popularity by his kss of a leg in 
an action at Yeiila Craz during the blockade of thiat port by 
a French fket an 1838. He wm later elected Flresidebit of 
Mexico. After Hie capture of the city of Mexico by Gen. 
Winfield Scott in the war of 1846-4, between the United 
States and Mexico, Siftita Anna fled the coinntry, omdi was 
subsequently f onnal^y banished* He retiurmed m after years ; 
experienced a slight rise to favor; was again comipielled 
to leave; and was f isnally permitted to return and end his 
dayn in Mexioo. 

Altiiough Mexico haidJ repudiaited Saaita Anna's tareaty 
and declared she would' never recognize TiezBa indepeod* 
(4»ee, but little serio>us fears were entertained of a second 
invaaioik— for awhile at least. The invincible Texans had 
tauglht the Mexicans a lessofn not to be soon forgotten. But 
a more stubborn, cunning and determined foe was yet to be 
subdued and bandshed. 

Comanche chiefs are said to have visitefd the seat of 
govermneint ioi the latter part of January and had a friend- 
ly talk with Presid^t Houston.* If they did, they aeaiee- 

»It wffl be fBt«««tliw to Mto la this eoBiMetioii tiM elMctfal-bat it prvfvd «f«Ma«t 
- viMT. wUeh th* fllrrt BrMdi lliBiator to tlM B^ublfe of T«xM- Jat. T. Omwted-writ- 
tov hit covwuneirtWidardAtoi liar n. 1887. eatortoiaadnsMdliisIadteBaftan tai Thhm 
1^ * If "Tna* has Mvwal eompaaiet of Haacon on tho ▼orioiu frontlon to chock tlw la- 
Staa triboc IkoorkofWOfror. Imto bat littlo cecvpotioB. at tho poHoy of Gob. Hautoa hM 
ha«i BOBcllhHinfy aai ho hat vorr hitdy oiotoffod teto troatioo with tho aoot tofliioaUal 
ohlili^ who wwo at tho ooat of GoranuBoat OB a *BI« Talk' and rotonod wall 
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]j got ba^ to their eamp^ bef oie th<egr nA flijeir foIl<mieiB 
nurdeiNgd in Febmaiy, Hon. John O. Bobinsoii, 
repiMentative of Fayette eonntx id the honae of the Fint 
TiODBm CongreeB, his bit»theri and) otinenh-inoideiita that will 
be detailed in their proper aeqiMUce. 

Hareh 1, 1837, W. H. Seerest,* living on the Colorar 
dO| wrote to President HonfftOB, tellin«^ of the mnrder of 
the Bobinaon'fii Fortran albld two ehildpen. In the courae of 
the ktter he aaja: ''They are killing and atealinig all of oar 
aboeky and wie eafei't help oonelvea. We aane ao tmr sn nnm- 
ber that w« ean't leave onr homea to rout than. I am here 
the aame aa botUi bandb tied— four women to gmaidi—ao that 
I eaai't get ont to aee about them. If yon eaa't do aome- 
thitsc for na, we ane im a bad sitaatBioti and will be, no doubt 
aoine of onr women and ehildren massacred the next time 
Jim hear fmn na.'' 

The Independesuee of Texaa waa recognized by the 
IJiiited Statea Mareh 2, 1837— the akmiTeraBigr of ilta deelara- 
ticn bfir the Plenary eonnrentioni. 

^'During the spring of 1837/' says Toakum, ''a party of 
Mezacana visited all the Ladiaa nations on tlie froaitier, 
makitafT to them tbe moat aednctive ofifera to induce them 

to mak^e war on t&e TWtsans. They pnomised them armsi am- 
mnnitioni and the pltmder akid priaonera— women and child- 
ren included— taken during the war; alao peaoeaUe poases- 
mm of the conntoy then held by them. At thie' same time, 
theae emissaries ancceeded* in peiauading them that, if the 
Texana were aueoeaafnl in the war then pefcidittg between 
the latter and Mexico, thegr would! seise the country then oc- 
cupied by the different tribes, and drive them from the land 
of their fathers. Thus mnniy of the prairie tribes were in- 
duced to join the Mexicana/' 

Maj. Le Qrande, who waa sent to have a talk with the 
Comanche Chiefi Chiconici reported him aa saying that ao 
long ^ he oontinued to aee the gradual approach of the 

WtmMU Ankifti-Stato LiktMy. 
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-whites and their bttbiUtioiUB to the hnutxig gromids of the 
ComancbeSy eo long would he believe to be true whtat the 
Mexicans had told hioiy and so long would he eontmue to be 
the enemy of the white race. 

At the beginning of 1837 there was a small ranger force 
in the field. It was divided into detaehmentSy whieh were 
eetBl)l]fthed at the FaUe of the Braws, the Three Forks of 
Little River, Walniit Crcick, tskd the Tidndty River. 

Daring the esxi^ part of the year, while there was ne 
defaeto Texas armjy, parties of cavalry nnder Wells, Segnin^ 
Cook, Karnes, and Deaf Smith, rcDdered valuable service 
agauDst the Indian^H-Deaf Smith, on one occasion, scouting 
as far west as the Rio Grande aad defeating a 8ii|>eTior 
force of Mexicans and Indians. 

The appiointment of Albert Sidney Johnston to tbo 
command of the Texas axmy, with the roik of seniior Brig- 
adier-General, reduced Gen. Felix Huston from first t» 
seconid piece, and was followed by Huston challenging 
Johnston. In the duel that f cllowed, Johnston was danliger- 
ously, and for a time, it was thought, mortally, wounded. 

His wound inca()acitatmg him for the ddscherge of the 
duties of the poeiticn. Gen. Johnston devolved the command 
of the army on Col. Rogers May 7, and went to the United 
Stages to recuperate his health. On May 18, following, Presi- 
dent Houston furloughed all the army (a total of 1,800 or 
2,000 soldiers of all arms) except six hundred men, who, un* 
paid and ill-supplied, personneled the mere semblance of a mil* 
taiy force, which soon dwindled almost to the vanishing: 
point, owing to the men quitting the service as fast as thqr 
could. 

The First Congress reconvened May 1, 1837. It passed 
an act, approved June 12, 1837, providing for a corps of 
rangers, to consist of an ajggregate of six hundred white 
men, and a spy company of Shawnee, Delaware or other 
friendly Indians. The act appropriated no money to cany 
its provisions into effect, h^ice it was inoperative, and re- 
mained so until the Second Congress passed an act, appror* 
ed December 28, 1837, appropriating $25,000 for the creatioan 
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and Buii Btww ee of ibe corps. No protection resulted from 
the measure during 1837. 

The Fint Congress doubtless relied on the Fkwident be- 
ing able to negotiate at least some part iof the $5,000,000 
loan (or rather, ''borrow'') he had been given authori^ 
to consummate in the United States. It leaned on a broken 
reed, with the usual result. The financial panic that con- 
▼uLsed the United States at tbxt time rendered it impossible 
for anybody to secure ready money on even much better se- 
curity than Texas had to offer. 

One vessel of the Texas navy was captured after an en- 
gagement with a Mexican brig, and two other vessels 
foundered, leaving only one schooner in the service — and it 
was fit for, and only used as, a receiving ship. 

It was with the greatest difficulty that a ranging force 
was kept in the field. It could not have been maintained 
for a month, if the of ficrea and men had been actuated by 
mercenaiy motives. 

The Mexican navy swept along the coast, and the In- 
dians met with but slight and inadequate remstance. 
Toakum says, ''Every day or two during the year 1^, 
some murdered citizen or stolen property attested the hos- 
tile feeling of the Indians.'' 

On the first Monday in September an election was held, 
at which members of the house of Representatives and one- 
third of the Senators of the Second Ck>ngre8s were diosen. 
That body was convened in extra session by President 
Houston September 26, 1837, and enacted much important 
legislation— passing a land law (providing for opening the 
land office in 1838) and some other measures over tho Pres- 
ident 's veto. The growing opposition to President Hous- 
ton's ''stand-pat" policy with regard to hostilities with Mex- 
ico, and his policy of conciliation with regard to the In- 
dians, became crystalized and was given expression to in the 
Second Congress. 

During the year, rumors of an invasion of Texas by 
Mexico, came near producing another "runaway scrape," 
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Buek M that of 1836. Hie <mly reason they did not, waa he- 
cauae the inyasioii did not oeeur. Texas was totally unpre^ 
pared for not only of f enairoy but def enaive meaaures. 

Gen. Houaton believed that if treatiea of peace were en- 
tered into with the Indiana and they were dealt with kind- 
ly and justly, hootilitiea would cease, and the two races 
could and would Uve peaceably fiSde by aide. The de- 
fect in his reasoning was that the points of views, the 
habits, aims, desires, and real interests of the Indians and 
the white i>eople, were radical and necessarily antagonistic, 
and it was beyond diplomacyr or any other human power 
to harmonize them. War— continual war— ending in the sur- 
vival of the fittest— was inevitable and irrepreswble, was 
perhaps, the only solution possible. Still, the motives that 
actuated him were philanthropic and noble. As mean^ to the 
ends he had in view, he exerted himaelf to obtain treaties 
with various tribes. Congress co-operated with him- to the 
extent of passing an act providing that commissioners to the 
Indians ahould be paid five dollars a day for their services. 

September 14, 1837, Secretary of War Thomaa J. Busk 
and Gen. K. H, Douglass issued written instructions* to 
Jesse Watkina to proceed, with Lewis Sanchez as interpre- 
ter, to the prairies and have a talk with the chiefa and head 
men of tte Keechiea, Caddos, Tonkawas and lonies, with a 
view to making a treaty of amity and commerce with them. 
The letter of inatructiona directed him to tell them that ''we 
are disposed to be at peace with all our red brethren; 
that we are disposed to break our long knives and bury our 
tomahawks with them, and to open a wide road between the 
houae of the red and white man; that all that we shall re- 
quire of them will be to give up the prisoners they have of 
ours, to bring back aU of the property they have stolen, 
and not to murder and steal any more, and to prevent other 
Indians from doing so where they may know of it — ^to all 
of which, if they will agree, you may promise them that we 
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will make a treaty of peace with them which shall last f or- 
€Ter. 

''Tliese presents which are furnished you, yon may distrib- 
ute as you may think proper, and you may make such ar- 
ranipementB about the chiefs coniing in as is most satisf aetoxy; 
to the Indians. We would like it well if they could be 
brought diown to the seat of goyemment ; but, for fear that 
cannot be done, we will ask the President to nominate two 
Commisflioners here who can treat with them and who will 
be furnished with tiie proper instructions. In your talk 
wifli them you Will be careful not to promise them lands 
at aiqr particular place ; and be cautious that you make no 
promise, howeyer slight, that cannot be strictly complied 
with." 

Henry W. Karnes concluded a treaty of peace and com- 
merce with the Tonkawas at San Antonio, Noyember 22, 
1837, under the terms of which Nathaniel Lewis was to be 
trading agent among them and they were to buy articka 
from, and make sales to no other person. 

Dicriiig the latter part ot the year Noah Smiithwick in- 
dittoed fiye Comanche dhiefii tc go with him to Houaton, 
wbese some flport of aga^eement was entered into with tbem, 
but it was liyed up U> by neither party. 

Texas IndBans considered tfaemselyee as the real lords 
of the soil under the old regime, and Spaniards and Mexi- 
cans as tenants at will. They neganded the Anglo-Am- 
ericans as intruders, who were robbing them of that which 
was rightfully theirs. Indians from the United States who had 
effected lodgment in Texas belieyed they had rights which 
were being criminally trampled under foot by the white peo- 
ple. 

The white men on their part, did not recognise the right 
of sayagery to pre-empt so beautiful and fertile a djomain aa 
Texas, and unflinchingly demanded and conquered it, with the 
design that it should afford a theatre for the deyelopment of 
a high and spkndidi eiyilisation that would bless all who 
participated in k, and contribute to the happiness of man- 
kind. 
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Forthennorey there were '^badl IxudkoB" and ''bad 
white noieDf" wbo pomredl kmI on the fiameB of warfare, erei^r 
tiiive they bumedi k>w, tiU the kuA tepee cztumbled to aahea 
aalA the lart bra-vie (nearij fifty years after the time cover- 
ed by thie ehapter) retreated from the ctonf inea of Texaa^ 
never more to retnnu 

The picture of 1837 as further revealed by hirtoiy, 
is aeeoi mKt to be made up solely of eombre colors. 

Tbe aesficffiB were remarkably propitious, and abundant 
cotton and food cropa were raised. The cotton crop 
amoiunted to more then 50,000 bales andt wa« oold for gioiod 
prices. 

The Mezieaoi ranch owners, wbo formerly dwelt be- 
tween the Nueces and' Bio Orande, and who abandoned that 
rejgakmi in 1836, left behind them immense herds of cattle. 
People living farther east "rounded up'' and appropriated 
tUs stock, vhich gave them a girad supply for breedinc^ and 
oitker puiipioses— in some instenoes, from two hundred to six 
hundred head to the cowboy.* 

The sale of Ikyta on Galveston Island, (under authority 
of an act of Congress) resulted in the establishment and rap- 
id growth of the town of Galveston. A fine line of saiUpog 
packets was estaJblished between New York, New Orleans, 
and Tescas. 

Cc^gress, by tbe act of November 4, 1837, appropriated 
$280,000.00 for the establishment of a new Texas navy, to con- 
sist of six armed vessels— ^ne ship, or brig, eighteen guns; 
two barques, twelve 'guns each; and three schooners, 
seven guns each. 

New eountses amd towns Ulire coneated. A stream of de- 
sirable inmugrsitiion flowed steadily into "nexas diuring the 
year, with augmienting^ volume; industrial enteipirises were 
iatrodiDced in a smaU way and some of them successfuUif 
operated; the mechanism of government was adjusted and 
set in motion ; and the commonwealth girded itself for, and 
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atarted atnrdily forward upon tbe high career it haa dnce 
pursaed* 

The flbadowa that lay upon the land, aervcid but toi 
heighleo the beauty cund oidd' to the clearing effects of the 
aunahiM that waa mingled with them, and that reated upon 
it like a beoedictson. 

Brave hearta and tme, met the dangera and difficoltiea 
of the present unflinchingly, and prasBed (on to the future 
with Qon£idenoe and enthuaiaam. It waa not a '^phantxNnf of 
hope'' or 'Meluflk>n of fancy'' thait kdi tiwm on, hurt the 
Spirit of ProgreEB, which had' aeleobed! them' £or oaltioa 
builders, and nerved them for and kept them at itbeir task. 



MURDER or THE GOTOBER FAMILT — CAPTURE 
MRS. ORAWrORD AND THREE OHXLDREN. 



or 



Among the valuable acd prominent accesaiona to Austin 'a 
Cokmy, waa James Gk)tcher,* a oatave of Alabama, who emi- 
grated! in 1835, settling with (his dSamily and son4n-]aw, 
Chawford, at a point on Babb 'a Cieek, near the present tonni 
of Giddings, in Lee county. 

Erecting comfoilable cabana, opening farms, and ac- 
cumulatiing ample aoid increasing stocks of cattle, horses 
and! hogs, these settlers were prosperous and happy. Other 
famdlies soon located' in the vicinity, anid fior a time all went 
well. Buit alas ! they, too, were destined to meet a flate— the 
common faibe befiaUing so many of the brave i>ioneers in thi 
aettling and reclaiming of Texaa. 

On the same day, and by the aame party of Indians who 
had murdered Congressman Ibobinacn and his brother, tbe 
Goltcher home was attacked. At the time, Mr. Gkxtcher, with 
one son, and Crawford, were away, cutting and hauldng Wiood 
f romi tbe bottom. The Indiana approached the house in two 
parties, one of which came upon a little son and daughter of 
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Mr. Goteber near tiie clw^Iliiigy killing and sealpinig the boy^ 
and making a prisoner of the little girl. In the house were 
Mrs. Naney Gotcher, h«r maimed dvtugbter, Mrs. Jane 
Crawf ordy and several children. Seaung that they Itadl only to 
ooatesid "witb w<mien and childiren> the Inddajis disregarded 
their usual nnode of attack acd rushed direotly ui>oo the 
caibin^ ^srpectmg tto meet with little or no reaistanee. They 
were nustakeni in their caleulatious. Both the women: in- 
ttde, seiMd) the feiw guns that were there, and ddacbarged 
them, one after another, into the midist ci the yelldng mass 
of anaikoktB. There w«s no ^ime to reload. The garages 
burst into the room, and one of them, armed with a gun, shot 
and kdlled Mre. Giotcher, whose body was alreac^ dotted 
with! aimows that had been fired into it. Mm. Crawford was 
overpowered and' she and hear two chdldren (one of them two 
months old), were made captives. A little son of Mr. Goteh- 
er airtempted to make has escape but was seized, as he turned 
the eorneor of the house, by an Indian. He caught one of the 
Indian's thumbs in his mouth and bat it until the warrior 
foroed bim to let go by beating him with a ramrod. 

Mr. Gotcher, and hda sod, and Cuawfiord, ran to the 
house wlien they heard the firing ; but im the escitement of 
the moment forgot to bru3<g their guns witb thenu from the 
woods. They arrived upon the scene while the tragedy was 
beinff enacted. There was neither time nor oppoartunity for 
tbeon to return tor their weapons, their dear ones were be- 
ing murdered, or taken^ prisoners, and were appealing to 
them for succor. 

They made a bold and desperate dasb for the house, in- 
tendiniT to secure the guns I'here, and make battle. The 
cbance was not only a forlorn, but a hopeless one, and fight- 
ing gallantly as best they could, they soon fell beneath! the 
fire and spear thrusts of the IndnanB, before goinf^ many 
steps. TSue son tought desperately ahnest amputating the 
thlr:oat of a warrior with has teetti* Another son, after be- 
kig mortally wounded, erawled' to a clump of trees, unob- 
ierved, pillowed his bead on a rock, and expSied. Thus At 
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bk>o4y tragedy was won over. T-he Ootelier bonne, beiag 
•amewbat kolaited, the occQrre&ce mm oot knonva for some 
d^w later when cam»Il|y wited by Oen. Ed. Burieana, too 
bte for sucoeBaful pumnit of tlie Xndians. 

But the Kfwm soon spread far «ad neadr, filfin^^ every 
beart with indignation and horror. ''Thisi/' says Wflbar- 
ger, who famishes the only details of the horrible affair, 
''was indeed one of the (bAoodieat tragedies that bad ever oe- 
onrred up to that time In the settlement. A fatber, wife, son 
sad sonin-law and two ehUdren, ta|sr eold in dtoatii, sad 
mingled together tSieir kkidred blood, where but a ferw hioors 
preTJousIy, tbey had assembled m fancied security, witdhin 
thie walls of t3>eir aoee bappDr home.'' 

But, gentle reader, the aiad story stops not here. After 
pHundering the house and mutilating their viotims, the fiend- 
ish murderers departed, canyin^g as captives, Mrs. Crawford, 
ber two children and the little daugihter of Mrs. Gkotcher. 
They suffered, as the prtisaners of Indaans usually dSd> all tbe 
baidships and indignities Ijbeir baiibarous captors could in- 
fliot. 

Tbe Indaans, annoyed iby tbe cryiqg of Mrs. Crawfoni's 
two months old babe, threw it into a deep pool, t^o drown. 
Tbe desperate another plunged into t^ water, seised the 
dbild, and swakn wiAh dt to| the bank. Again and again tflkey 
seized and tossed it back, and as often the determined moth- 
er rescued her cbild. IVyr a time tiUs was q[M>rt fior thecruel 
fienidb, but tiring of their deviltaT:, a bmi^ liftedl (the child 
in bis hsmda and bending back its bead, toAd a companion to 
cut its throat. As tSie knife was raised, and the diabolical 
deed about to be consummated, the frantic mother felled tbe 
fiend with a billet of wood. As tbe Indnti lay motion- 
less at ber feet, as a result of the blow she had dealt him, 
she expected only death aa ber fate. But instead, the In- 
dians merely kugbed at Ibeir fallen comrade, aaold expressed 
mnob adtauration for her brafvexor, and now retuned tbe 
child, saying, ^' Squaw too much brave. Danm you, take 
your papoose and eazay it youiself— we will no(t do it 
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After « eaptivity of two or tlnoe yean, dorkkg' wbicii 
time Mj«. Crawf otd W9m subjooted to tike most (rivameful 
ireatmenty abe and tfie ehaldreJt weto broagbt into BioUand 
Coffee's trading house on Red River. Here Mir. Spaoldifigt 
a trader, formed an attachment for tlie nafortonate lady and 
porcbasedf the oaptiye»— the ransokn- beSa^g 400 jiards of cali- 
ooy a large number of bkoikets, a quantity of bends, and 
some other srticleB. Mr. Spauldmg nMirried the widow and 
biouglht them all back to Bastiop ooonittjr. Children bom of 
tfada union yet survive in Texas. 



LHUT. WBEVS nonr. 

Early in the spring df this year, Lieut. Wren witih a de- 
taehknent of fifteen rangeis from Colemttn's Fort, attacked 
and defeated a party of Comanche warriors near tUe site 
off the present city cif AuRltin. They were surprised in their 
camp just at dayligbt, and one of their (number killed by Joe 
Weeks, at the firstt fire. The Indians took shelter in a ra* 
vine and fought biave]y, Unt the rangers rapidly nvoved 
down upKm them, pouring in a heavy fire which caused the 
enemy to soatter and seek safety in the adjoining cedar- 
bratkes — ^leaving their camp equipage and a cabaHado of 
stolen horses to the whites. But the joy of the victory was 
saiddened by the loss of one of thie rangen, FhilUp Martin, 
who was shiot in the mouth and instantly killed. 



KUBDIB OF CrONOBIMIIAH B0BIH80H AMD BIB 



In February of tiiis year aparty of thirtgr or forty Com- 
anche Indians came down intoFsyette county on a horse 
stealing ezpeditkm, and en their way out, met and knurdered 
the Hon. Jkdm O. Robinsion and his youthful brother, Wal- 
ter.* 



tHiir kmr« alwigra ipaltod tiM 
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Jodlgie Rohismoik vtbb oi^ of Atistin'e cokoiifltei eomixie 
in 18S1, and eettling* 10^ iib hteadrigbt leagne, on CummingB 
Creek within; the prevent limitg of Fayiette ocnmty. He was 
an educated 'gentleman, filling valuable positka», and his 
<;<eath wa9 greatly deplored. At the time of his dealfa, he 
was a member of the' First Congress of the Republic, which 
convened at Columbia, in the fall of 1836. 

IhiriBig tbe session he bought a supply of groceries and 
sent them to a house of a Mr. Stevens, a neighbor living 
some five miles soutb of his home. 

In February, 1837, sooki after his return from Cokvmbia, 
Judge Robinsoni and hds brother went with a team to bring 
home tibe supplies. They were to stay over night with Stev- 
€!», and no uneasiness was felt by the family till the next 
morning, whem it beKwmie known that Indians had) visited 
the settlement. We quote details as givten by the son« JoA 
W. Robinson: — • • **At that tiuLe I was at my iCather^s on 
a visit— my residence being at Washington on the Brazos. 
Very early in the morning after father left home, I started 
down to Mr. Breeding's about eight miles below on Cum- 
min'gs Creek, purposing to go thence to Washington. When 
I arrived at Breeding's, I learned that the night before, the 
Indians had stok(u all his horses. Knowing that my father 
and uniele intended starting home early tiiat morning, and 
that they were unanmied, I was instantly siezed with a pre- 
semtiment that the Indians would fall in with and murder 
them. I raburmed as speedily as poEsible to my mother and 
told the news. Shie was very uneaey. It was about noon. 
I amved myself and proceeded on the road toward Steviens'. 
I had scarcely gome a mitci when, in the open post oak woods 
I found my fa:t^r's cart and oxen standing in the road. 
The groceries were also in the cart. But neither father nor 
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iBcIie were there. I bad now no doubt of tiieir fate. The 
eonyietkm th»t they were murdered shot ix^ my beart like 
a thunder bolt. Riding* on a tew yard« fnrthcr I diseovered 
bnzzards collecting n«ar the road. Mj approMh Beared 
them away and i^vealed) to my ught the body of my ftttber, 
imdcy acalped and mutilated. I dijsmonnited and aat dorwn by 
the body. After reeovering a little from tbe flfbock! I looked 
aronnd for nncle. I f oimd his body, also stripped, scalped 
and mangled, aibont fifty yards from my father's remains. 
Hia body was small and' light and I carried it «tnd? ktidi it by 
the side of my father. The vnltureB, id black gronpe, wem 
perched on the trees around, and I knew they would quick- 
ly devour tbe bodies if I left tbem exposed. I covered them 
with a coat and saddle blanket and piledl brush vipooi them. 
1 I then hurried back with the woeful news to my aged mother. ^' 
^ ^ ^ And as this UBrrative closes, we leave the reader to 
picture the pathetic, heart-rending, scene between that sud- 
denly widowed mother and orphaned son. 



LITTLK RIVER rORT.-ERATH'B FAMOUS FIOHT. 

Late in 1836, in accordance with a previously agreed plan 
looking to the special protection of Robertson's Ck)lony, Capt. 
CoUman, in comm«fl3d of ranger forces, proceeded to locate 
a block house station or log fort about the ' ' Three Forks ' ' of 
Little River. Lieut. George B.Erath was detailed with a 
small force to erect the buildings and to protect that point. 
Of the thrilliiDg events that soon occurred, Erath himself^ 
tells in a graphic narrative prepared expressly for tbis work : 
'*0n returning from the army after the battle of Sail Jacinto, 
I became attached immediately to Robertson's company oper- 
ating against the Indians, afeid in July was transfered to 
Capt. Hill's company operating between the Brazos and Col- 
orado—participating ki an engagement on the Yegua in Au- 
gust. On the first of October I enlisted kk a corps of rangers 
then commanded by Col. Coleman, serving as lieutenttsit un- 
der Captain Barren. I may here mention that tbe men ift 
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this service were ppomised 1280 ncres of land, ifrhieh tbey re- 
cehvd, tatd $85.00 a montjh, wliicli waa paid after a tamey in 
depreciated currency — Texas 'red backs/ The men were 
to be furniehed with rations of t^very kind. Thia was gener- 
ally a failure, though the goverument furnished Ms ammuni- 
tion 1K> kill game with, which was our principal support. The 
First Congress passed a law authorizing the rakintg of five 
companies, who were to provide their own horses and arms, 
bnt be furnished •everytbing else. About half the meo had 
borses, and some hsdi very poor guns, borrowed or pressed 
from citisens. Those of us who had faporses i>erformod by far, 
the greater part of the service, but there was no distinction 
in pay, or in rations. 

''In the early part of November, 1836, I was placed in 
command of a few ov^er twenty men detached from Barren's 
company, and stationed at a point on the Leon about one 
snile frem what is known as the 'Three Forks' of Little 
Biver — Shaving cut out, marked and measured, a road from 
the Falls of the Brazos to that place. Col. Coleman, wJho had 
accompanied us with a few men, after planning for impnove- 
inents, left, measuring and working a road to his fort on 
IXTainut Creek, about six miles east of where Austin now 
stands avid about eight miles above Hornsby 's, the highest 
•ettiemeDt on the Colorado. 

" Settlemeaits had been attempted in the surrounding 
country the winter before, and here and there jMitches of 
corn were planted in the spring, mostly without fence, and 
hy a prolific season^ some corn, not eaten by the buffah) or 
^ild stock, matured. Thus I was enabled to procure a few 
lags of com, which I issued to my meiu^-a 'nubbin' a diay; 
jgjd 3vhich had to be ground on a steel hand mill to be made 
into bread. For meat, we depended on wild game— tiiieu 
plentiful — ^while honey was obtained from numerous 'bee 
trees,' and kept in rawhidl& or deerskin sacks, made with the 
liair outside. Coffee was scarce and used sparingly. 

' ' Tbe details of operations up to Christmas, are unimpor- 
tant. By that time I had up seven or eight houses, well oov- 
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ered, wilfa wooden ehinuieys to them ; buffalo robes for Mr- 
pets or floors. One of the soldiem — Colliiuh-haying a iami- 
Ijj had one of the caibkis to himself, and Gonldsby Childmr, 
a settlor, with his family, oceup.ied another. Thus we were 
AOt idle, besides my men had to dress deeiskina to make 
themselves clothes, especially moccasins. 

''And now to the operations. As already allnded to. Con* 
gress reorganized the ranger cori>8. Most of the old officers 
were retained, new ones added, and some of the inferiors pro- 
;noted. The ccamnander, Ool. Coleman, was deposed by Oen. 
Houston sod M«jo(r Smith appointed— the effect of whsch 
took place about ChrieHnnas. Lieut. Curtis was sent to Little 
River Foil about that time to take command, with orders for 
me to bold myself in readiness at any moment to proceed 
(under additioiMl special ordera to be sent) to Colorado 
Fort (Coleman's Fort) to inaugurate the new system and 
no.tify Col. Colenum to depart. This new and special order 
did not i^ve till the 4th of January, 1837, when it was de- 
livered by Lieut. MeLodhlin. But the iuifoiinatiovi of great- 
tst consequecee he brought, was that he had seen the tracks 
of some dozen Indians on foot, going down the countiy about 
twelve miles from the fort, on che watara of Ekn Creek. All 
was now excitemmt audi bustle in qnarters, as we determined 
to intercept asd preveait these Indians readubg the settle- 
ment below and doing mischief. Lieut. Curtis, now proper- 
ly in eommaaad and rankinig officer, refused to make pursuit 
and at finat objected to ttie horses being used— suggesting 
that I proceed witb ei^ht or ten men on foot. During the 
nigbt, a cold rain set in and continoed with heaivy down- 
pour through the next day. Finally, arrangements hiaving 
been made, about 10 o'clock on the morning of the 6th, we 
left oni the scout. My force consisted of fourteen m^ju, rank 
And files Sergeant McLoehliu, and rangers^ Lee R. Davis, 
Daniei Clark, (an elderly man) £mpsoji Thompson, Jack 
Gross, Robert Childers, and his boy brother, Frank, Jack 
Houston (volunteers) John Folks, Lewis and Maurice Moore> 
Green McC!oy— tbe three latter dsoi were mere bsoys— and 
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LeiAly, a proapeeior. Four of our xramber had oeYer been 
IB Imttle before. Besidefl, four young men from the settle- 
nents below, whose psfrents had lived in the vieiiiity beifore 
the 'runaway serape' in 1636| and who had been sent back 
to look after stoek end! other properly that had been left be- 
hind, decided to aeeompany ob bo far as we traveled in the 
direetiokfc of tbeir homes at Nashville, some sixty miles below 
—but my eoTune soon deflecting they parted company and 
eontinned alone. 

The trail was soon struck — ''but behold !" continaes 
Erath, '* instead of a doa^n Indiana, signs showed nearer one 
hundred, all on foot and leading toward the se4?tlements be- 
low. Following for two or three miles, we came to their 
camp of the previoos day and night, anict where tbey had 
constmcted temporary brush aaid 0rass shelters from the 
rain. The signs were freriit— the camp fires still bumtog. 
The moccasin tracks were nuinerDus— enongh to deter the 
bravest, bnt we pushed on. Indiana, and Indian hontera 
can teU by the cast of tfie moocasiin soles to what tribe the 
wearer belongs, but not posseasing that experience we were 
compelled to adivance without knowing whether we were to 
encounter prairie tribes warriors with bowa and lances or 
Caddoa and other semi-civilized Indians armed with rifles — 
all brave and expert marksmen." 

At nightfall the little force lialted in dose prosSmity to 
the enemy, whose position they reconnoiterod. The Indians 
were encamped in a small horse-shoe like bend, some 
twenty three miles east o£ the fort and within about 
eight miles of a small 6ettleonf;nt near the pnesent town of 
Cameron, in Milam county. Re^tioig till fonr in. the morning, 
the horsea were saddled, and tied to trees— ready to mount 
in case of retneat — avid the men advanced afoot under cover 
of the creek bank. 

As thiB Indians arose avid commenced to build fires, 
Erath shifted his forces to a position within twenty five 
yards of the foe, and^ as soon as it was light enough to see 
sights on gnns, deliverdd) a weU aimed volley, which tumbled 
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eight or ten redskins Ho the ground--aome of them iSalling 
into the ^iree. The Indians wore taken ooai)[>leteiy by wax- 
prise and wiere throiwn into eonf laion. Had the whites been 
supplied with repeatii^p arms, (then unknown) thej ooold 
have charged and kept the enemy on the run. As it was, how 
ever, they had to stop and re-losd their pieoes by the sliOWi 
old tijoe pxtooesB. This dielay enabled the sayages to zeeoTcr 
in a measim&y from their eonMsternation. Some iof them leap- 
ed behind trees and netumed the fine, while otbero monred to 
the right and left flank to positions where they eoold look in- 
to the creek bottom, see the numerioal strength, of the 
whites, and enfilaide them. 

The engagement now becanke de4>erate, the enemy be- 
ing Oaddos, all weU armed, mostl; with rifles. David Clark 
and Frank Ofadlders were mortally wounded, andl all b^ng 
greatly ezpMed, now shifted to the opposite bank and tihe 
protection of some small trees— Erath remaining behind to 
watch mK>v«mfeints. He says: ^*Ab the men got piosted, the 
Indians oame eharc^ng with a terrific yell. I retreated to 
the other side of the creek channel, but found myself under 
a steep bank six or eight feet high. The Indians jumped 
down the bank of the creek. One had his gun within a few 
feet of me, and fired, but missed me. I could not miss him,* 
and he f eU right before me. This caused) the others to 
dodge back a few feet behind trees.'' 

As the Indians continued to advance, and fire in com- 
bined fovce, Erath ordered a retreat. This was successfully 
accimplished by alternations— one half the men covering the 
retreat of the other half for thirty or forty yg^ds at a 
time, so that half of the guns were alternately loaded and 
fired. In this way, and favored somewhat by a number of 
efan trees and saplings, the men readied their horses at the 
edge of the prairie. In the retreat, a muniber of nanow es- 
capes and thrilling aidventures occurred. Continues Erath: 
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At tlu8 jimetiire my left had reaclied' the baiik of the gul- 
ly We had just deseeikded mto. There wm a big thicket on 
the other »de. The Iiildkai« charged xm with' great fuqr 82>>A 
teirrific yelk. We cooldl not be bkmed for seeking inciter, 
but it extended: my line, and seeing Indians on my right 
dashing' np to ns, MeLochlin and myself took to a big tree 
Standiiig on the extreme right. MdLtochlin presented bis 
gnn, bnt it was broken and wonld not fire. I haid* myi gan 
loaded andl took aim at a bunch of Indians dose by, who 
were maneuvering obliqnelyi but advancing. I had no time 
to see the effect of my shot, bnt ran to another thicket 
with MeLochlin, the InidianiB getting between ns and the other 
men and keeping up their yelling. Fifteen or twenty steps 
mforci we reached the ravine that went square up the creek. 
Here we found C3ark goin^ up the bed of it, just abont ex- 
hausted andl sinking. He said somthing about fighting to 
the last or we would' all be killed. 

"I haitedf a few moments with poor dark, who was now 
down and his life fast ebinng, but as half a dosen Indians 
were ruvhing towards ns, I continued on up the gully, re- 
loading my fT^n as I went, and soon rejoined my m^." 

On reaehing dark, the Indians yelled and danced 
SMVod in great glee, butchering up their unfortimttte vic- 
tim in a horrible mautoer. But they never found poor Frank 
Childers, who, unable to join in the retreat, had sank down 
at tlie foot of a tree in a sednded spot, and expired within 
twenty steps of where the hottest of the fight had.been going 
on. 

Fortunately, the Indians made xk> ftirther attack and 
soon coUeeted at their camp, where tbey set up a terrible 
hfOwl over their dead. *'I knew they would soon leave,'' 
continues Erath, ''and proposed that we remain and look af- 
ter our dead, but I could not blame my men for refusing-*- 
several of them then told me that but for impeachment for 
cowardice and insulbordinationy they toever would have gone 
into the affair." 

Erath's reason for making the attack agaiost 'such 
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fearful oddfi, was that he and hm meto were employed to 
protect the citizens. ''Bu^t for thJB engagemefit, thjB larger 
hody of Indlaiis would very soon have beext in the settle*, 
menta below, klUing, boimini^ and stealing; for they aeyer 
eaaae dowm in saeh large kmmbere in thoee days, wHhjofot 
desperate ends in view." 

The rangers now returned to the fort and reported* 
Eretfi, OD the following nsoming, Sunday, leaving under 
previous orders, for Coleman's Port— nev«r again visitinip 
the scene of has hard fonghiti battle. A buria) party of fif- 
teen, sent out under Sergeant McLochlin on the 8th, failed 
4o find CSiildeis, and his remains were not discovwred lall 
eight daiys later. 

Summed up, the caaoalities of this engagement, wera 
the loss of two gallant ramgerB, while aeeordinff to their mm 
admosBion, kuter, the In^ans lost ten warriors whom thej 
carrieid about a mile from the field and threw into • 
big bole off water. There were several narrew escapes 
durinfii the aetionf— some of tfie men reoeiving sligU 
wounds, and balls cutting the clothes of nearly every one* 
Sergeant McDochlm seems to have been a special mark-— 
eoe ball breaking has ramnod, knottier the lock of his gun, m 
third bonstinfT his powder born, a fourib paaang thmagb 
his eoat, and ai fif tb througU tbe banfOtenehief worn as a 
tuibam on his head. 

Tbe aeiws of this engagem«nt with suieh a large body 
of marauding Indians, so near the settlements, cansed gener- 
al eonstematson and alarm, and preparations were rapidly 
mttide for pursuit hy a combined foi^oe frcm> the forts^ under 
SmStii. Bat a very beavy and severe snow storm and sleet 
set in on January 9th, delaying and prerventing forttier op- 
erations. 



mUHO or THS FAUUDEHBIIETB AMD AlB P M MOlf 

NABBO W ISO APB OF AHCBJV. 

Members of tbe d]q>^»ed Parker Fort Ck>leny were sosa 
to suffer further trials and to meet sad fates at tbe bands at 
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IndiasM. On Jaauaior 28, 1837, Abraiivm Anelui, David and 
Evan Fanlk^iibiiry, Jamee Hunter, Anderson and Douthit 
ledlt Fort Honatoii for the Trinit7 bottom in aearcli of iftray- 
«id bogs . Finding oome on tbe east aide, they irent ibem 
back bj Homter and Doatiiit^ w\u> prom»ed to return the 
next day and bring a canoe in ifvihicb to cikmm tiie rirer. Be- 
eooning impatient, tlie remaining party improvified: a log 
raft, eroastad over, aai after spending the foretaoon in un- 
ancoessful search, retuniedl to the river to taiwait their com- 
panfiona witli the canoe. 

We give the sequel in Mr. Anglin's own language:* 
'^To our surprise we found plenty of fresh moccasin tracks 
along the margin of tfa^ river, but supposing tbentf to have 
been made by friesid^ Indians knowa to frequent t^t vic- 
inity, eoon daanissed! any apprehensions of danger. Being 
much fatigued and chilled, we soug'ht sbelitcr from the wind 
beneatb the river bank and lay down to rest, falling asleep. 
But th«ey were soooi aroused by the war whoops and firing 
Qf a party of about thirty diastardly red skins, who had crept 
up withdn fifteen feet of them, and opened fife with rifles 
and bowa and arrows. Daririd Faulkenbury and Anderson 
were mortally wounded^ boft both leai>edi to their feet, and 
plunged into the river— Faulkenbury exclaiming, *Come 
on boys, its time to go,' — and swam across. '' As Anglin 
arose to bis feet, he received a gun shot in the thigh, the 
ball passing thiough his powder horn and! burying part of 
the horn in his flesh. He said Evan Faulkenbury sougbt pro- 
tection behind tre< s, and the Indians behind a bluff. Seeing 
the enemy were more advantageously posted, and with no 
hope of dlislodgjng them, Anglin. throwing his gun in, took 
to the river. '*As I was swimming," continues Anglings nar- 
rative, '^the Indians were discharging their ariows, and 
while climbing out on the opposite bank, I received several 
other slight wounds. Weak and exhausted^ however, as I 
was, I reapched the bank, where I found David Faulkenbury 
too badly wounded to travel. He told me to eseai>e if I 
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eonU, And hMte«» l>aek relief. Poor fellow, I knew lie would 
00011 be 0oiie» but I did tiot know that I woiddl surviTe kim 
long, Fortuiiate]^, oo gojn'gi about four hundred yarda, I 
met Hunter retumiDg with the canloe, and mountki^ behind 
kiniy we rode aa rapidly ecr poaaible for the fort/' 

A relief party was aoon onadle up as^ started ouit that 
night, Tbqy found David Faulkenbury^~4>iit dead. He had 
cut the long gram XMor a pool of water, and made a bed! on 
which to die. Some two miles from the ecene of attack, they 
found 'tte Irf elem body of Anderson, with two arrows stick- 
ing througib his neck. He had run that dxsrtaiice after 
swimming the river, and fell dead. Evam Faulkeubury 's 
footprints were traced from the tree bcfaind which he had 
last fought, to the river and down the basik a short dis- 
tance to wbere tbey disappeared. The fltrenm was sounded 
for his body, but it was not fouzid and nothing more was ev- 
er heard of ham, except an Indian tale — ^that he fought like 
a demote killing two of hSs assailants, wouaded a third, and 
when scalped and almost cloven asunder, jerked away from 
them, threw himself into the Am^t and swam as far as mid- 
stn^am, wbere hie sank from view. 

Anglin recoveredl from, his wounds as&d lived to paztici- 
pate in other conflicts with the redetkins, jouing a ranger 
force in March of this year. He was a native of Kentucky, 
bom Dec. 28, 1817, and emigrated with his parents to Illi- 
now in 1818 ; thei^e, in 18&?, with the Parker family, to Tex- 
as. He long resided in the vacinity of Fort Houston and 
Parker's Fort, leading sfu honorable and* useful life till his 
death in 1875 or 1876. 



ntACaO DEATH OF JAMES OOETILL. 

Numerous fancy sketches — ^all more or less unreliable— 
of this noted frsntieirsmaii and his tragic death, hiare been 
given the public from time Vo time. We give the facta aa 
narrated by one from personal knowledge — says pioneer 
Newton C. Duncan: 
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'James Coryell, for whom Coryell eounty was named, 
came to Texas in 1828 or 1829 from Ohio, coming down 
the Ohio and Mississippi River to New Orleans, from 
there to the mouth of the Brazos and on to San Antonio. 
He remttined at San Antonio some time, and the next I knew 
id hun he bad joined^ a company under Borne, going tb 
hnnt the silver mines at San Saba. This I think was in 
1881. Comiifeg back from this trip he stayied in San Anitooio 
awh*?e, iSien be came to that part of Robertson's Colony, 
near where the town of Marlin now fiM^acls. ^Wbile staying 
in that part of Texas he mitde his home with the family of 
Mr. Andrew Cavitt (father of Mr. Volney Cavitt) . In 1835 
Mr. Coryell went with Mr. Cavitt and they located the land 
still owned by the Cavitts in Coryell county, also locating 
land for Mr. Coryell on what is now Coryell Creek. 

''After this, in tbe f all of 1836, Mr. Coryell joined a com- 
pany of soldiens under Capt. Thomas H. Barron. I knew him 
personaHy at thftt time, having come with my; mother from 
Tennessee iftk the eariy part of 1836. 

''The Indians had troubled us so much that we had all 
gone into Boibertsoni'B headquarters at Yiesca. While here, 
Coryell, with same companions, had gone about half a msle 
on the road to Perry SfMrings, on whiit is no w Perry 's Creek, 
where theore Uvedl a lawyer named Judge Albert 6. Perry. 
Here they had f oundl andi cut a bee tree and were sitting 
arotund eating the honey andl talking. Mr. CoiyeU had toM 
the other men* thlat be could not run, if the Indians came, 
as he hiad beeo sick and wan not able to run. Idi a iftiort 
time they beard a noise as of sticks breaking, when they 
looked and saw twelve Oadldb Indiaovs nghit near them, too 
near for them to tiy to gert away. Mr. Coryell rose to his 
feet. One of tbe guns in the party wae empty, tone failed 
to fixe, and, an there were snly three guns in the party, Cory- 
ell 's was the only one left. The men who had no guns ran. 
Three of the Indians took aim at Coryell and he fired 
at the same time. Coryell fell grasping some budies and 
pulling the tops off as he felL He wte scalped bor the lor 
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dianiy bat it w thoiigjit he wounded one of them, m fbe 
featben from his cap were f ooad, also some blood. Mr. Ber* 
Tjf an old friend of OkMryeU'e, stood sad snapped bk gmt, 
txying to fixe, until be Ubiw tbe IndiaoiB pntil Cioryell doiwn 
and begm to. scalp bim, then Berry ran and escapedi Coryell 
being tbe only one lof tbe party killed. This party consist- 
ed of James Coryell, Sam Burton, Mr. Beny, Miobael Qaa- 
tkman, Ezna Webb and one other, wboae name I do not rer 
member. 

''Ezra Webb was the first one of the party to reach the 
settlement. Coming to tike house of OapiL Barron be found 
a crowd foC kidies getbei^' awaiting tbe ordem of Capt. Bar- 
roBU tm they were expecting to be ordered to the block-house 
for pnotection. When Webb rar. in witb great haste and 
fright, and breathless from his run, he fell on the bed, past 
speaking. Tbe ladies gathered around, anxious to know what 
bad happened'. After a litltle time be waa able to whisper 
' Indians I Poor Coryell I ' 

''Coryell was truly a frontiersman — an excellent woods- 
man, an agreeable companion, a brave soldier, and an admir- 
able gentleman — beloved by all who knew him. At the time 
of his death he was forty years old. A short time before 
his death, while out on a scout, he explored a region of 
country now known as Coryell county, and being a man of 
acute judgment, was struck with the beauty and eligibility 
of the country near the moutb of Coryell Creek. He there 
selected his head-right of one quarter of a league which 
was located after his death by his executor and thus gave 
his name to that stream. So far as I know Mr. Volney 
Cavitt and I are the only two men now living who knew 
Coryell in 1837".* 

At this time Erath, with his little company, had been 
withdram-n from tbe Little River fort, and. stationed, with' 
other forces, at the Falls of iue Braaos, where it wsa deem- 
ed advisable to concentrate all the rangers in that section, as 

»P«9«r rMd at BMaka •« OM Sttttan. BtltM. TtaM, S««^ 4, im. 
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tbej eould be iiM>re advaotagfeoiMly utilized agaisat tin nom- 
ercw benidB of ladxaom then con&taallj raidiiv that Beotkm 
of country. At that time, however, Capt. Erath and moit 
of his men were absent on a scont wett of Little Rirer— all 
4hc reagers being out on Boouts— and thus the Indiaais who 
feil upon Ckngrell effected tfaleir retreat without pursuit. 



OAPTUBI OF WARBBN U0H8.-«EIB1IIIH BITWHH 
SBTTUnt S AMD INDIANS. ~ BBOLAIMNG TBI 
OAPnVI.— TRUI AOOOVNT OF THIS 
I NOTID EPDSODN. 

Late ID 1837, LaOrange, on the Colorado, was ask otvt- 
post, Bacrtitop being the onlyt settlement above. Nkn«t!beast 
and west to the Guadalupe the country was still an unbrok- 
en wilderness. Sfoutbwest from LaiGteanae, some mxte«in 
miles, and near the presesit liiM of the Sunset railway, lived 
the Lions family — early emigrants to Austin 's Colony from 
New York State— coBisiflrtizig of the father, motfier, a married 
daughter (Mrs. Wm-. B. Bridges) and four sons Seymour, 
George, DeWitt and Warren, a boy thirteen 'jea» bid. Some 
twenty miles farther to the southwest, on the same road, from 
LaGrange to l^exanA aoid Victoria, and ini the yicinity of 
the presemt toiwn of Hiallettsville, there were a munber of set- 
tlers near the Lavaca, simaag them the names of Hallett Fo- 
ley, Zumlwalt, Health, Kent and Jesse BobiDB^on — comrades in 
arms and iadMesiture of Oapt. Henry S. Brown in 1828- 'S. 

In the summer of this year a raiding party of about 
thirty Comanches, were disooTered io the vicinity, descend- 
ing from the moumtains cm their usual route toward Victo- 
ria, their trail being some fifteen miles west ef this Laraea 
settlement. The alarm spread, and a party of 12 or 15 was 
hastily made up, without any leader, who struck anid follow- 
ed the Indians^ trail. In a very few miles, on the waters of 
Little Brushy, perhaps twenty miks soutli'west of HaUett^- 
viHe, and in an open fomest, they suddenlyi came upon the 
savages, who had camped, ''staking onf some of their * 
boises and ''hobbling)'' otbers. It was raining at the time, 
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and heooe their approMih was uadjaooyered till tUef charg- 
ed with a view of stampeding the Indians' horaea. With^heir 
bowie-knayes eomie of tbe party cut tbe rop«B by wbich •ome 
0^ thie horsea were ataldedi whUe otbera aoughi to aeeure t!be 
hobbled animala. Bnt the Indiana outnumbering their aaaail- 
aolts Aiwo to one, aoon raUiod) and charged furiously to re- 
cover theiiir borses. Agaiort odda, and in the absence of a 
leader, confusion ensued. Two or three Indians were wound- 
ed, and Stiffier killed. The whitfs effected! a retreat with a 
few of the horses, but the Indians followed them in, and at 
Zumwalt's recaptured a portion of the animals during tbe 
night. 

While admittedly suffering defeatt, tlie settlers at least 
prevented an intended raid on Victoria. But the Indians, 
somewhat emboldened, sought another field for their opera- 
tions. Deflectccg to the northeast and i«pidly corering the 
intervening distance of about forty miles, they suddenly ap- 
peared ju£t after delight at the Lions place, Mr. Lions 
anid his soni Warrens havanig arose and entered the cow-pen 
to milk, while other members of Hbe family were yet in beld. 
In a moment they killed.' and scalped! the father, made cap- 
tive the son, and) gaitheriiDg up a numibeir of horses belonging 
to Mr. Lions, left for tiieir mountaom fastnesses. 

Ten. long years rolled by and beyond vague, unreliable, 
rumors, no t&diings were received of the lost boy. Relatives 
and f riendls gave him up and mourned him as one forever 
lost to civilization, perhaips dead— all but tbe hoping asid 
praving mother. She ''dreamed dreams" andi had) visions of 
her darling baby child, and ever bdi^ved) be would come 
back to her — ^believin^ that Providence, doi' some way would 
restore her treasure. 

la 1847, pending itbe Mexican war, a party of Coman- 
chea appewed at San Antanio on a trading ezpeditioD. It 
leaked out 4fliat among them was a young warrilor, betieved 
to be an Anverican. Two Dear neighbors of Mrs. Lions hap- 
pened to be in San Antonio, and hearing of this rumor, deter^ 
nined to investigate tbe matter. Id t!be yoang warricr of 



230; BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 

twentyt-tbree thcor found such a resemblance to the Lions 
birtheni m to conyince theoi he was Warren Lions. An in- 
terview throughi an interpreter soon rettnovedl all dk>'abt. 
Tbqr resoivied, if possible, to take him home, but this.requir- 
ed several days and much diplomacy. Warren wdl remem- 
bered luB nnotUer, but belierved she warn dead. Be bad two 
yonng wives and dad siot wish to leave th€m. Numeirous 
|M«8enfeB were made to him, but still be remained obdurate 
till aboolt the third day* wben his eonsent ww won by a 
present lof two very fine red blanket»-H>ne for each wife; 
with which he adorned them with the pride of & 'true knight. 
He, however, cxdiy promised to visit his mK3it!ber, and tl&en re- 
turn to his wives aiMl his tidbe. With that understanding he 
accompanied the gentlemen home, in the flaU (garh of a wild 
Indian. 

The Lions home stood just as be bad left it, a double 
log house, on a prairie ridge, and visible from the west two 
or three miles. Warren recognized it. When about two 
hundred yanda from the house, the unsuspecting old mother 
8tepi>ed out in the yard in plain view of the approaching 
party. Her long haur, originally of flaxen color, had only as- 
mmed a whiter hue. Warren iostantlor reoognized ber and 
dashed forward, uttering the wild man's '^waol of joy.''* 
Abruptily halting and dismounting, he sprang into the yard, 
weeping, wailing and gsrrating in a manner so weird as to un- 
nerve the dear old mother, till tihe two neighbors shrieked 
to ber: ''It is Wairen, yqur lost boy I" Then she shouted 
praise to Ood, and floughtt to encirde Warren in her arms, 
wihile he expressed his deHgbt in Indian style, involiving dan- 
oing, gesticulations and those guttural indicatioos of joy pe- 
ouUar to 4ibe wdld tribes. 

Warren was resoilved to f ulf liU bis promise and return to 



i^"Wli«i h9 eoM nmr th« lot wImn hia f*tli«r wmUIM.'* mti Wflban«r. ''h* polst- 
•d It oat and Mid: *D«r OM f add«r kill— tar HM tidl:« oS.' aad m mob m h« mw lite astliv 
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hidoUMytM jr iidoa tho odad if tho jnaothfol oaptlvo." 
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his vdveSf but the whole country Tomid joined on schemes 
to dettaio hlhn, but sU to no avail tiU his .brother, DaWitt, in- 
dtaiced him to aoeomiwogr him lanidi ym a company* of ran- 
gers im Soultbwest Tezasy to figfalt the Mexicans. To this he 
assenftedy and this servaoe graduaUjr weaned hizn fiouL his 
IndiAn hajbiits, and^ reoonciled ham to civilization, ending in 
his marriage and domestic life ; not, lnofwevei:, till he hadi par- 
ticipated in several engagementB with the Indians, in which, 
like his brathers, he developed the «fharacteristios of a coura- 
geous sold&er. 



INDIANS AMBmra THRU 81TTLIB8. 

Some negroes belonging to Mr. Beesan, of Columbus, on 
the Coiorado, having run away frouL him, his two sons, Col- 
Una and Leander Beesan, acconupanied by a Scoitnhtnan 
named Steele, went in pursuit, in the summer of 
1937, hoping to intercept them before they made their wvior 
to Mexico. The three young meon traveled ailoiig the San 
Antonio road^ without mflsbap,until they crossed the Guada- 
lupe River at Gonzales. As they ascended the bank of 
that stream on the western side, they rode into an Indian 
ambuscade, and were received withi a rifle volley that kilied 
Collins Beesan, crippled and disabled Steele and shot Lean- 
der Beesan's horse from ninder ham. 

Leander Beesan ran to the river, threw hds gun as far 
out into it as he' could, and swam back to the other side, 
with buHets whistling about his ears and ricochetting un- 
comfortably near him. As he buffeted the current he heard 
some one swimmhi^ ibehindl him, but dftd not turn to see who 
it was, either while crossing or after he reached dry ground. 
As he rani from the border of the river into the timber, &e 
heard a groan, whschi led him (to surmise that the i>erson 
who had followed in his wake across the river was Steele. 
Finding that his heavy, waiter-soaked boots impeded his pro- 
gress, Beesan divested himself of them, and made his way 
home — arriving there some days later in a pitiable ccmdition. 

A company of ten men, including W. B. Dewees, was 
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iiianedia>t«ly aaBemUed and teavm^ their familie* almoflt en- 
tirely unprotected, fltorted for the Guadakipe. A gendemaa 
wiio bad! juat leflt the army and who waa at Mr. Dewee'a 
honae aick, loaned tbemi a spy glass. 

When the party was wdthin fifteen mdlea of Oonaales 
they saw, with) the naked eye, a large number of horses at 
a distance through the timber. Dismounting and bring- 
ing the spy glass into requisitdon, the(j^ diseovered Ahttt 
In^ns were astride the horses, and' were iq)parentl(y awadt-< 
ing tihe appnoach of the whntes. 

After a bifief consultation, it was decided' to attaiek the 
redskins. Slightly deflecting their course and concealed 
by timber and a hill, Dewees and his companions 
emerged into the open from an unexpected quarter 
and charged the Indians, taking them completely by 
surprise, routing them, and sending them scurrying as 
fast as their mustangs could be made to travel. The 
Indian loss is not stated by Dewees.* The pursuit 
was kept up for a short while. On arriving at the 
riv6r tbe rescue par^ found and btiried the body of! Oolliins 
Beesan, but saw nothing of Steele. It was afterwards 
learned that the head of Steele was seen in the camp of the 
Indians, about thiree quarters of a mile above Gonzales. 



THE ''8T0NE HOUSE'' nOHT. 

October 7, 1837, Oapt. Eastland, then in command of 
Coleoman's Fort, departed from that station with. a£l, or the 
greater portion, of his force, and made a reconnaissance up 
the Ooloiado river to the mouth of Pecan bayou, and up 
that stream' to its souonce. He desired the entire command 
to return to the fort; but a party under Lieuts. Benthuysen 
asd Miies (in all eighteen men) either disobeyed hiis orders/ 
or secuxed permiission fromi fasm, and kept on fanther west to 
the vioBiutyi of the rock mound, called the ''stone bouse," 
near Caddo Peak, in what is now Callahan county, and 
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had a desperate and ddsaatrouB battle witb a foree ot ooe 
Imndred or more IndSBjaa (Waces, Gadkke, toad Keeebie9> 
sear tihe latter lazidi nuarik, while a body of Delawarea look- 
ed OD, fronv a diflrtanicei aa pasflive speetatora^ 

Noah Smithwick says that a large Indian encampment, 
oeenpded by tbe membeirs of sevenil tribes, inelnding aomie 
Delawares, waa found at the ''stone iMrase." While at that 
point one of the ranigera, Felix McOhuikyy gave ebaee to and 
killed a km<e Indfian, 8oali>ed) him, and idfled im pocketa, 
thongik thie Delawarea tried to prevent him. His fellow rang- 
ers npbraidtnir him for tti<e deed, be ezhahited a ehimk of 
tobacco that hl& had takieni from hia -vdetim'a pocket, and de- 
clared! that he ''would kill any Injun for that much tobae- 

CO." 

The Delawarea warned the whites that Indiana of thi& 
murdered man's tribe and others in alliance with them, 
would avenge the atrocious crime. 

When thie rang^ero oaime in sight of Caddo Peak^ they 
were suddenly confronted by the avengers, wh» demanded 
the suffxiender of I^IcCluakey,^ which was refused. He pos- 
sessed no atom of that spirit of self -sacrifice, that has somie- 
tinuea led men to accept death in order to save the lives of 
others. There was nothnuie to dio but fight. The whites 
took] pocdtion in a ravine and the Indians in a grove, and the 
battle opened, sans ceremonie, and raged with great fury 
and deadly effect for an hour and) a hialf . The men of both 
sides were armed with rifles, were expert marksmen, and 
tried to waste as little time and ammunition as possible. Four 
of the rangers were killed, and it is believed, a laiige^ num- 
ber of the Lidfians, before the scales of victoron were dlepreea- 
ed ioi liavor of the savage warriors by a stratagem thiey 
adofpted. They aet fire to the tail, diy gmea that covered 
the prairie and that extended into the ravine. The wind 
was bloiwinc in the directiotn of the white aven, said the 
ftsmea raoed toward them, preceded hf a dense aad blind- 
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log volume of amoike. The rangers gknced in ooe direetioii 
itor a n>ute bj Vhioli to escape, bolt eaw the Dela'WBres sit- 
ting there, apparentliy for the purpoee of cuttiiig off tbeir 
retreat. Lieuta. Benthnyaen and Mdliea then ordered their 
aneii to foUow them in the opposite direetion down the rav- 
ine, a(nd, emerging* from the depression, ahot and eat their 
way ithrorigh the encoanpasBing Indian line, and fought to 
ithe timber, a distanoe of abodt eighty yardi. While this move 
ment was being executed, eight white men were ksiUed, 
Lieut. Milies among the nuanber.* The six sarvivora, some of 
Ahem severely wounded, were not pursued through the 
woods, and misde their way; to the ate of the present city of 
Dallas, where they found a largie enoampmient of Kickapoo 
Indians, who treated them kind^ and allowed them to re- 
turn to the settlements. 



MUSDBB OF THE KELLOUOH F AlOLIBS IN BAST 
I TEXAS. 

In 1837 the Indians became so hostile in) the territory 
xow constituting Gherokee county, that the settlers moved 
ito Nacogdoches. In the fall of that yiear a numiber of whdte 
families went back to their former homes. On the way they 
were met by an old and friendly Indian who told them that 
-the region to which they were joumeydng was filled with 
hostile Indians, and urged them to retrace tbedr steps to 
Ifooogdoches. They ddsregarded his advice. Theyi found 



»liaeh controvaray, and • dlTaralty of opinions, baa «citted m to who was tho rial 
raptor of Santa Anna. Without attempt to ditparaco tho namoa and f amo of othan, wo 
4nbioln tho following "OMtoanrNotieo of Liont. A. H. llilfla'*-printod in tha Tali«ra»h 
4of isiuo Satordajr. Doe. 16. 1837; and which haa paaaod without ropir or diroet attampt to 
•ditpato oTor tineo: 

"Kiliod In an OBffasamont with tho Indiana. Llant. A. H. ICSoa. f ormorljr of tha city 
-of RIehnKmd. Va. This roanc man. at tho first call for volantoon. sallantir cama forward 
to aaalst tho siakins and apparontly dosporato cauao of Taxas. Ho was at tha battla of San 
Jacinto, and was tho roal captorcr of Santa Anna. Hia modastr whilo Uving Indaood him 
<tOffothor with tho fact that ho bollorod ho had only dona his dvty) silantljr to too others 
voap tho honor of tho eaptura. Ho had. howoror. In his p ossoss i o n eortif leatao of tha lata 
Soerotary cf War, and Adjutant Oanoral of tho Army, of tha aboTo faeta. Ha loft to mourn 
Ui loss an affoetionato mother and sistor, tocathor with a nnmaroos drela of friends and 
j^ogqalntancas. They, howar er . will find oonsolatioM by knowing that ha died atmnllntf 
^or tha weal of hIa adopted oooatry.-S." 
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their tewxB buroed, most of tbesr stock driven off, and 
their crops greatly damaigod. Hbey also saw mangr Inidiazis 
rovdng laboxirty but took them to he Ohes^ok^ea and membem 
of the tbandi aasociated with that tribe, all of whom profeas- 
ed to be friendly* The whAte people deiterminedl to stay 
long enougb to gatiier what renvained of their crops. Oiie 
day while busily engaged' in tin work, they were aj^acked 
by a large force of IndiaoB, with whom: >there were a faw 
Mesieaoe* The miale members of the Wood, Eellough and 
other families were mtirdered, aiild women and childlreaQi 
liiade prisonen. Nothani^ was ever after heard of the 
oaptivesy save yagae rumors regetrd&ng a little son of Mrs. 
Wood. It was said that the ehildf became am Indian war- 
rior and chief of 'the tribe into which he was adopted, 
but this is only vague tradition. 

T3iere were two Enough families. The first family, con- 
sisting of Allen Eellough, wife and five children, were all 
killed. Old nuan Eelliongh;, wife, and two sons, eomiprised 
the other. The old man and his. sods were slaughtered. H3t 
aged wife ran into the yaxd, and^ tofhd the Indians to kiU 
her. They refused. Mexiosns, who were with them, ettrsed 
her and tcld her to go back into the house, which she fin- 
ally dSd. There wene two other ladies in the house. Nei- 
ther she nor they were molested. Neither were two other fam- 
ilies. The miserable 8urvivx>rB of the massacre, left every- 
thing behind them snd fled ilrom the aoouraed spot to Nae- 
ogdoches. En iroute they were jodned by a bend of Cbieio- 
kees who accompanied them into the town, ostensibly as 
an escort. The Cherokees vehemently denied that they or 
Indians associated with them had! anything to do witii the 
nuassaeire; bnt evidence was adduced that satisfied many 
minds that they and their confederates perpetrated the mur- 
ders. 

John Henry Bnown says that the butchery ^Ued to 
the battle of Eiekapoo, and was one of the impelling eans- 
es that (led to the espnlsion of the Cherokees and associate 
bands ifirolm the oountry." 



I I 
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snxnro or nmiB MoouUdOM amd OAFT..RocaEis 

IVBNTDBE or 1HI HORmsn. 



In November, 1887, Capt. MeCallom, who had recently 
eome to Texaa from Alafaama, and iduo was atoppniff at Hbe 
home tkf Oapt. Jiaiiiuea RogerB, in Bastrop oounty,* went mth 
a son «o( Capt. Bogen to a creek for tbie punpose of bnild- 
ing 8 woH pen, <ir trap. While they were cutting the nee- 
^saaiTi tiinber, McCnUom waa fired on by IndfiaxB, who were 
etfinaeted 4)0 the apot by tho aoimd of the axes. He called 
to Rogers, telling him to nuiikc for the house, aind then ran 
in that direction himself, forgettin^f to take has gun, which 
he left etandiing by & tree. TW two men speeded dlown a 
new ent road» leading to Wilbarger Creek, and crossed 
idiead of their purauenr; but as McCullom mounted the 
farther bank, he was shot in the back andl instasvtly 
killed. Yoon^ Rogers kepE on, passed below the ridge, 
plunged into the xuidergirowth, and escaped. 

Subsequent to the foregoing incident, Oapt. Rogers, 
Craft and a man whose natne is not remembered, went to 
Coleman's Fort to poEKKnure ammunition for settlers oq ttue 
Colorado Ri^ier. While tbey were eax>ssmg the opent prairie 
in Homsby's bex^, on their way bdme, they were chased 
by two parties of Indians— one rid&ngi toward themi froon 
the i«ar and the other fpom the right. Craft and the 
stranger, who were well mounted, escaped ; but Rogers, who 
had ani inferior horse was overtaken, killed and scalped. 
The ludiaxus proceeded to the residence of Reuben Homsby. 
Be was at work onj the farm. Tbey attempted to cut h(bn 
off from the house; but fortunately his son saw them, and 
reached him on a fleet horse in time for both of themi to 
escape to the house, where tUmy baored the doors, pnes^ot- 
ed their rifles, and bluffed the Indians. The redskins w«re 
not in a mood to come to close quarters and rode off, after 
yelling, circling about the plaoci and making daring dem- 
onstrations. 
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Wlieo yofmg Bmm/bj left the dwelliner to tdce the hone 
to his father, Mrs. HoriMiby aad ehildren who were with 
her, ran to the river bottom audi concealed themaelyeft. 
They remained there nntil after the depattaro of tliA In- 
dians and then returned to the habitation, endeamd to her 
by 80 nmny sorrowful and happy associations. 



POST OAK BraXiraS KA8SACBI. 

From several sources — all reliaiblie, but coollictuig as to 
date etc. — we gathei^ meagre details of a hotrrible afflaSr, 
which ooeured, persomablyi iu May of this year, at a place 
then known; as Pas^ Oak Springs, now called Ad ^dl, ia 
Milam county. 

Breparatoiy to witfaAwnring the small ranger force 
from Little River Fort, Lieutenant Erath it i^peais had sent 
five of hfls men, Dave Farmer, Aaron CoUinSy Clabe Neil, 
Sterrett Smith and Jesse Baiky, to Narfmlle for wagons 
aikd teams with wbich to move household of fects etc., of the 
two or three families residing at the fort. 

On their i^etuxo trip wStli the wagons and) teams; and 
just as thiey approached/ an island or grove of post^Mdor in 
the prairie, they were ambushed by a party of Comanche 
IndiaaB* sad) ail killed. 

Over dtao to return, a scout was dJspatched and soon 
came upon tiie horrible scene. All tbe oviidenioes of a despesr- 
ate fight were apparent. The bodies of Collins and Smith, 
says Sowell,** iwere found in one of the wagons, and the oth< 
er three were soatt^ed ont the pmisiie betwieen tbe wagons 
and mott of timber. The particulars of this struggle cannot 
be given as none were left of the white men to tell the tale. 
*'But it is likely," continues Sowell, ''the Indians discover^ 
ed them some distance off and hid their forces in or behind 
the mott, and when* thiey charged out and cut the rangers off 
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from this powtioo, th««y J^d made » dwperate «££«* to fi|^ 
their wv through the Indian- to it. It i. likely _atao that 
tliere wa« aome coJKBaBioo and there was no coneert off ac- 
tion, a. the, Mattered powtioa of ti«»r bodi« -wonMi Aow. 
The IndiaM secured all the tewne, gum, piatola etc., aodi re- 
treated." 

COBN. JHO. B. BOOD« HILIIAMT 7I0TOBY. 

One of the moat aeTere engagenieirt. of *^ y««f 
wa. Lieiitent««t, afterward! the f amoo. Confederate Genewl, 

John B. Hood'a fight withi a party of <>»"«*" ^^*?"fr 
Bear the head of DctU'. River. Te««. On the 5th of Jjdy, 
the gallant yowe Liewtentan* in command of **«»*y-f*'« 
men of com Jany G, 2nd Cavalry, left Port M«« oa a acoot 
MMimrt depredating Indiana. Provided with thirty daya ra- 
1ton«, an Indiaa guide and a compam, and actuated by youth- 
ful a«piration,the Uttle party woured the oountey to the 
head of the Gobk^o. 

Near the mouliii of Kiowa Creek a trail waa diacovered 
and rapidly followedl to. a water hole near the head of 
Devil's River. Prom here he hurried on, tfioagh hu hoiwa 
were very much worried, and travd«di oiver Ihe hlu«» and 
mountainB dawn the river, but keeping acme three miles f rem 
it. Late in the aftemooo of the 20th of July he left the 
two, and went in towards the river to get water, a» his men 
were veay thiraty. About a mile from the «raU. and some two 
sad a half miles fromi his party, on a ridgo he discwered 
some horses and a lai«e flag waving. The oedere in Teotaa 
at that time were to attack any Indiana found! away from 
the government reaervatioo, tfot of course to respect a white 
flag. Withiaut goiiw to water, and leaving eight of his com- 
pany with the pack mules and supplies, Lieuteotant Hood, 
leith seventeen of his men rode toiwardh the flag. Halting 
near the Indians, Hood aigneled them that he was readyj to 
iiglit or talk. As Hoodi's men adrrameed five of the Ind^BB 
^.».. ««»..iiui mAWh *hm fUtt. but when within about thirtSF 
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pacee the treneherooe foe soddenly tbravr doiwn the flag vad 
settingi fire to a lot oif rubbish .thegr had collected oonttneneed 
a desperate attaek, att the sasae momemt aboivt thirij- war- 
riora arose from* Amonfir the tall graaa and ''Spanaeli leaga- 
netfly" ivJthia ten paces of tiie soldiers. TVelve had rifles^ 
thie rest bows and arroiws; besides which 8 dr 10, mKnuKted 
on horse back, attacked! with lances. Hood^'s mm went at 
them with a yell— thus the struggle commeiKed and con- 
tinued in a most desperate and determined hand to band 
struggle, with the odds in favor of the Indians. Hood's little 
foice wavered! and) feU back, but were sooni rallied) by> theip 
brave youu^ leader, and making a most desperate andl dash- 
ing charge with their revolvers, the Indians gave way — ^thus 
the fight continued till dark when the Indians gave up the 
contest and gathering' up their dead and wounded moved odBf 
towaid! the Bio Grande — much to the relief of the soldsen 
who had exhausted about their last round of ammunition. This 
was a most serious aiff air in whicb two of the scooting pazitgr 
were killed and several wounded, among them Lieutenant 
Hood, who bad his hand! pinned to his bridle with an arrow* 
It was afterwards learned that the IndnaDs lost nineteen war- 
riors killed on the field and fatally wounded. Hood made his 
way .to Camp Hudson, where he obtained soppUes and med* 
ical aid for his woonded— 4hen retamed to Foxft Mason. 
Oeneral Twiggs, commanding Ihe department, complimented 
this brave little company on their exploit, saying in his official 
repott: ''Lieutenant Hood's affair was a gallant one, and 
much credit is due to both officer and men." 

This gave Hood> much) eclat as a brave soldier and) es- 
tablished his reputationi for gaUanltry. 

Soon after his return from ithis iSght he was promoted 
to the nank of First Liemtenanit and stationed a^ Camp Color* 
ado. lb 1858 he eetabiished Oamp Wood, on the Nueces 
river, at which post he lemained (till 1860 when he was call- 
ed to Washington} andl commisttoned tm chief e(f Cavalry a* 
West Point— « position he filled till the breakEngi out oif that 
Civtt War. 
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Darinf ttiM year there was a severe encounter with In- 
dians on Maine's Prairie, Anderson county, the iMirticulam 
•f which are not at hand. Also, Nunley, Stifflen and 
Smothers were killed , in Lavaca county, and a Mr. Davis was 
killed sixteen miles east of Gonzales, by Indians. 

The blood of brave men shed upon the soil of Texas 
during this year was alone enough to render it holy ground, 
and the sufferings that the women and children experienced 
vrete sufficient to consecrate the land to high ideals. But 
the year stands not alone in these particulars. Grouped with 
it are others. United they call to the Texans of today and 
of the future. ''Guard well the noble heritage that you en- 
joy and that cost such a price." 




CHAPTER XI. 




HE year of 1838 opened well for Texas. A 
heavy and desirable emigration that be- 
gan in the latter part of 1837, eontinued, 
while land values and taxable wealth in- 
creased steadily. New towns, farms and 
ranches were establiiAed, and settlements 
pushed westward — along Red River to Fan- 
nin and Orayson 6i(mntie8. 

Oalveston had taken on new life througli 
the efforts of Colonel Menard, and oth- 
ers, and grew rapidly to a town of importance, be- 
ing adorned by handsome buildings, and having in its 
harbor frequently as many as fifteen or twenty ships and 
vessels at a time. Houston, the seat of govenunent, also Sm- 
eresBed am i>opuliation and wealtii axbd became a cocnnuercial 
depot — communication being maiisitaiiDied between thei two 
townjB b(y a lime olf four steamboats. Let the reader remem- 
ber those were days of smiall things aXMi sparse population. 



PROGRESS AND PR08PERIT7— TREATIES WITH THE 

INDIAN TRIBES. 

The French blochfetde of the coast of Meooco add polit- 
ical comivulBioiis in thai country, prevented) invasion of Tex- 
as in force, aod left the seas open for developmeait of Texas 
commerce, which expanded until it included trade with Eng- 
l«Hnd, France, and other foreign coumtxies. 

President Houstooi by his rigid) rules of economy, if not 
replenishing the empty exchequer, was at least restoring 
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•oiifid€nM ill) the «r«dit xit the rising young Bepublic. The 
caii]ilbr3r had beeoi blessed with pi«olif ic crop yields the pre- 
rUfsm year. Tbwi the people wene paxjapciwis, and might 
bave been entirely hap|)y, Uat ftv the reidoubled)ooo.tiai]Altioii 
Of Indian. hostiKtieB, which *'!» up the wWole firontacr with 
Ae ftanta of a Mvege war/' 

The General Land Office of the Bepnblic of Texas, ae- 
eoiding^ to previous enaietiiiient, was openedl Jsnuary 4th t)if 
this year, and was immediately followed by land elaomaote, 
with snrveyinig psjrties, iniwdnig Indfian territory, and batr 
ties with, anldl fiierce and! sanfraiDfisy leprisals en the part 
of, the Indians. Yoakum aAtribotes the immediate cause of 
UBcneased* hostilitiee to ithe openinir <^ ^^^ ^^^^ office. 
''Sorvqrors and loeators, deairinig to select the best landli, 
had gone out beymd the settlements, and begun their oper- 
ations. The Indians, seeing them at work, were net staw 
to beBeve what the Meadeons had told di^Hu— thsA the white 
people would take all their hunting grounds, and) drive them 
off. Their attaieks uptm the frontiers were in reaistanee ocf 
this movement.'** 

Ftendent Honalbon's Ladiaii policy was oontimed, and 
IfSted to. tile ntnuost. 

January 18, 1838, a treaty of peace wss signed* at livie 
Oak Point, by James Power, aetinfi^ for the govecaimenlt of 
Texas, and Onlegssde Casbo, chief of the tribe, represent^ 
ing tile lipans. It was stipulated Hiat the Indians were to 
be given $260.00 worth of presents; that trading houses were 
to be establadied among them ; and that neither Indians nor 
white people were to take redress of grievances into their 
own hands. 

Emanating from the War Department, a little later, we 
find the following conciliatory order: 

Houston^ Feb. 4, 1838. 
To Gen. A. Sidney Johnston, 'Col. lo^sander Wells. 

Gentlemen: By ord^ of His Excelleni^, the President, 
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7<m «re hereby tmpoirared' aa commismonerB to me^ and bold 
coof ereoee with tho Comanche Indiana. 

Yon are to meet them io soon «b practieabley a ^ wlm 
them of o«ir friendly feelimgs toiward them, aold of oar ear- 
neat desire to eokivalte with them a trade for oxur mutual ad- 
Tantege, and to tiiia end^ tradin^r houaei shall he established 
for their eonvenienoey by which meau theiy will find a mar- 
ket for IheJr mules, bullfalo robes, ete. Innriite seren or 
cigiht of their chiefB to visit the Ezeeatiye and* both hooses 
ol OongresB et the next session, say abbut the 21st of April 
next. Abo have an understanding with thlem that th^ SM 
at all tknes to eo^penite with us agaanist our aemies. 

We rely upon your good judigment and dioeretion in 
saying to them all which shall be neeeaauryi to comviuee 
them of our friendship to them. AflSire them aim that the 
President has now gone to Nacogdoches to enter into an ar- 
rsngement with the Clierokeies. Bamaid E. Bee- 

Col. Henry W. Ejimes wias appodnted as a eoUeague of 
Johnaton and Wells, to assist in the mimlon. His letter of 
inmaraietions, under date of April 12, 1838, mSKests that he 
must use gteat eautkn in diseassin^g the question of terri- 
tory limits with this tribe — ' ' That you must manage in this 
way. Tou mnst say to them that they will continue to 
hunt where they haTe game, and if they find our peiople in 
their hunting grounds with the passwords, to treat them 
kindly, as our people will do should the Comancbes come in- 
to our settlements.'' 

''After a delay of nome two montfaa, a band of about 150 
CSomanches, led by twb dtiief s, Easowakkenny and Essomanr 
ny," says Gen. Johnston's biographer, ''came in to hold the 
'talk.' The chiefs were about twenly-seven or twenty-eight 
yesrs old, and aibout five feet ei^ in height; EssMoanny 
was rsther a bidl-headed fellow, with a firm and sensible ea> 
presBSon; Essowakkennyr had a more intelligent countenance." 

It had been the immemorial custom of the Cfomanches, 
after plundering the country, to ride at their leisure into San 
Antonio to trade, or £or ransom. On such occasions, to relieve 
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fhemeelveB from the care of their horses, these fierce war- 
rion condefleendioglsn committed their cabalihido to liie cos- 
tOdjT of the eommaandant, from whom they required a scropu- 
loios return of their chattels when they should be readgn to 
leaye. On this ocoasiociy Easonfakkezuni^y om ikbeeting General 
Johnston, waved his band with a lordly gesture towtardb his 
heroes, saying: ''There is onr caballaido. Ilake care of it.'' 
Yes," replied Gcfneral Johnston, looking at him steadily, 
I see your cabalUudoi. You ride good ponies. I adiriae you 
to watch them well. All white men are not honest. I take 
good care of my horses. Dake care of yotors." Bty which 
the General meant to teach the ComAuches that he was not 
''a Mexican hostler in uniform." The chief understood the 
iromy, and that he had! to deal with a warrior ; he smiled 
grimly, and detailed some of hb own men to watch the graz- 
ing herdv 

A "ibig talk" was held, in which the advantages of a 
peace truce were fireeliy didoussed, and with reciprocal e»- 
surances of a desure for such. In the coun^ of his ''talk" 
General Johncton satggested, that if so desired, tradidig pocrts 
would 'be establisbed among them. EssorwaUcenny roae, and 
saidi "that the Oomamches had nojticed that trading posbs^ al- 
ways seemed to frighten the bufifialo away, so that they did 
not wiant any in their country; bait they did not object tot a 
line of x>osts along the border of their country ' ' — drawing an 
imajginary line with' his hand, so as to indicate a distacce of 
about three miles from San Antonio. Not earing to djscusa 
the delicate subject of the boundary further, General John- 
ston, without alluding to the trading posts again, dilated 
upon the benefits of peace. Essowakkcflony rejomed that his 
people had made peace with the Mexicans. "I am glad of 
it," relied Johnston; "although the Mexicans are not our 
friends, it is good for the Comanches to be »t peace with 
everyibody." Easow^ukkenny added, with a humorous look, 
that "he didi not make peace with the Mexicans untdl he 
had stolies aU their horaeei.'' To the invitation and request 
that he visit the President at Houston, Ssson?akkenn(jr re- 
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pUotl that lie conM not go, bat tbat lib tMrotber, EMonuomjr, 
wbo WM a brATer num* ClMum hinuielifi would go. He then de- 
clared sentimente of the fttrongett friendehip for the white* ; 
presents of conaiderable valae were distribnted— eliciting 
nwDijr '^gininta" and expreesions of Mtisfatction— when the 
coimeil wise diammed with the best of f eeUnge prevealiDg<. 

On the etl'ength oif thie talk. Colonel Eeraee, (supplying 
himeelf with a quantity of auitaUe goods, left withi the bend 
on a trading venture among the Comanchee. And 
it is of record that ''he was treated well and miade mueh 
money.'' Encouraged by these neeolts, a party of thirteen 
men e>fterweidB left Sesi Antonio with goode to trade with 
them; but ea they weire never heard of egein, it was sup- 
posed ttiey were treacherooiBly murdered by the Comanehee.* 

A treaty of peeee wes eoncluded with the Tonkawast at 
Houston, April 11, 1838, and signed by Secretary of War 
Barnard E. Bee and Col. George W^ Hockley for Texas, and 
chiefs, Placido, Benavido, Campos and Oquin, for the Indians. 
It contained the following, among other provisDona: "Art. 
1. The Tonkawa Indians * * • being desirous of engoying 
their humting grounds and homes in peace and also, tbat 
their white brothers may be ful\y assured that they sincerely 
wish to love them as brothers, do agree and promise to bring 
to just pusdshment much individuak of their tribe as may 
coansnit any depredation vip<m the property or injure the per- 
son of any of the citizenB belonging to the Republic of Tex- 



''Art. 2. Hon. B. E. Bee and Col. G. W. Hockley, comf- 
misioneiB on the part of the Republic of Texas, being- desir- 
ous that their red brothers, the Tonkawas, may not be 
cheated by bad men, will forthwith appoint an agent who 
shall soperistend their bosines? and proteet their riglhts and 
see that ithds agreement is complied with by all. 

''It was stipulated that five Tonkawa chiefs should 
Tisit the seat of Oovenunenit twice a year and> taSk witti 

wmm. T wtmn J »li im— '• 1^ Lift rf Aftt SMaiT J J i Bt H a," T.Wk 
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the Preandent ^bA amieablj adjnat all differenoeB/' 

An aet o>f Uie T^m Coocaraw, approved May 15, 1838, 
aatlioruKd the Ptandeot to raise a oorps of eavmlzsr, to coi^ 
■iflt of tnro htrndrod men, ^Aurtedb for nob less than one nor 
more than three jnean, for tbe pdroteoiion of the aonthweet- 
em f rontien 

FollowiiiK the ''big talk'' at San Antonio, it appears that 
the Premdeni aooeeeded in concluding a treaAj of peeee with 
the Comanchea, at the Oapital, signed od Ma?) 29, 1838,* hy 
Secretary of State, R. A« Irion, and Dr. Ashabel Smith, for 
Texaa, and ehiedb Mngnarroh^ Hneatyad and Mnhy. for the 
Indianv. The C!omanebea irere to quit stealing from, and 
murdering white people. Thechiefie were to visit the seat 
of Ooremmient a* stateA timeb to diseoss matteis of mntnal 
interest and to peneeablj settle grieTsnoes. The following 
were some of the articles of the comiMyot: ''Axt. A, The 
Comanches bind themsehres to make war npon all tribes of 
Indiana that may make, or attempt to make, war on the tiad- 



*'Art 10. Tbe Comanehes promise that Viey will stand 
by the white man and be his friend against all of his ene- 
mies ^ ^ ^ and will not kill him or steal has proper^. 

''Art 11. Peace is never to die between the parties 
that make this agreement, they have shi^en hands npon it, 
and the Ore»t Spirit has k>okied down and seen their axs- 
tion. He wiU cnrse aH the chiefs that tell a lie before his 
egnes. Their women and children cannoit be happyw'' 

Bat tbe ink was scarcely dry on the instromMxt before 
it was violated by these fasthless and fiendish eavages, whom 
we soon findl not only ^'ralduig, robbing and scalping as of 
yore, bnt with the reckteeto abandon lof back-diders.'' 

A treaty of peooe was entered into with the Waoos, 
Technacanas, Eeechies and Towash pawnee) Indians Sept. 
2, 1838. It was negotiated by Holland Coffee near the 
of the Washita in Fannin connty. 



BOBDEB WABS OF .TEXAS. ZiT 

Howwier impraotidal Houflton'v poKey may have Uem 
we aee that no eff orto were lacking to coniciliate th«f TudianUb 
How far tbeste omeaBmea served in pve venting hoettlitiea 
one cannot juldge— amce the catalogue of criineB and tia^pe- 
dieg ia Memong^ moat cotaoplete, as may be aeen from a re- 
view of the history of thia period. 



8UBVK70BS nOHT ON BAITLE OBBXK. 

. One of the bloodseMfe aadi handiest fought battlea thai 
ever took plsee on Texas aoil between whiite men and In- 
diana was what is k&owni in histoqy as the Surveyors 
Fight, which occurred near the present village of Dawson, 
Navarro county, in October, 1.838« 

Omitting many detaila of thrilling incidents and acts of 
individual heroism in this celebrated encounter and fierce 
border drama, we sfaajtl give the principal facts of the affair 
as contained in a letter to the author from the late Oen. Wal- 
ter P» Lane, one of the participants, and who escaped the 
fearful conflict with life and lived to participate in many oth- 
er bloody battles — ^but none so hotly contested nor so fatal, 
considering numbers engaged and arms employed. 

' Marshall, Texas, May 18, 1885. 

James T. DeBhieldii, Esq., 
BeltoUi Tessa. 

Dear Sir: — Your letter asking me to give you an account 
of the fight with the Eiiekai>oo Indisns, September 8, 1838, 
is juat to hakkd. In asswer I will say that I was in a fight 
with the Indians on Bichland Creek, (afterwards called Bat- 
tle Creek) but it has been so long ago I have forgotten 
mKxst of the imcidents. 

We started— a surveying party of twenty-two men and a 
boy fifom Old Franiklin, in Bobertson county. Captain Neil 
canmAnding, and William Henderson, surveyor. We camped 
on the second day at Parker's Fort Two years before 
that the Fort had been taken bgr the Comanches, the men 
killed, and the women and chihlren taken* into captivity. 
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Wlien we reaehed Battle Creek it was day, ao we en- 
camped OQ the other aide, aome two inilea beyond, where 
we founds some 300 Eickapoo Indiana killing bnf f alo for win- 
ter auppliee. We got on very well with them till we com- 
menced surveying. They tried to frighten na off by atat- 
ing that the loniea were coming doiwn to kill ns, and it 
would be laid on them. We wouldj not go. The third day 
we caone to camp in the morning to cook breakfast, when 
they begged na again to go. After breakf aat we went back 
to reauBoe oar aarveyuig* where we left off. A mile from 
camp they ambuscaded ns in a raviiDe; aome fifty fired on na 
at forty yarda. We changed them, when 100 more ahowed 
themselyefl m the timber behind them. At the same time 
100 charged down upon na on hoirseback from the prairiea. 
They rode around ua, firing. We retreatecB to the head of a 
ravine in the prairie; ita banks were some four or five feet 
high, with a few cotttonwood trees gioiwing on them. The In- 
dians got seventy-five yards below us aind commenced firing. 
This waa about nine o'clock. Whienever one of our men 
would put up his head to shoot, twenty-five Indians would 
pull down <m him. The Indians had climbed up in these cot- 
tontwood tuees ini order to shoot over iuto the ctreek. A gal- 
lant gientleman, Mr. Euclid M. Cocc, got behind a lone tree 
on the bank, and fired for several hours, shooting at the In- 
dians in the trees below, but exuosing his body, he was shot 
through tho epine. He fell from the tree, the Indians still 
firinig at him. I ran up the bank took him by the shoulder, 
and, under heavy fire draigged him to the ravine. Mr. Cox 
was still alive when hia <somi>anions madie their escape but 
nealiriiig that his woundi was fatal he nrgedi them to save 
themselves snld leave him to his fate. Button, one of hia 
oompandons, proposed to stay and die with him ; he told But- 
ton there was no chsnoe for him, giving him one of his 
pistols and told him that if he made hia eacape to give the 
piatol to hia wife; the oiheri he took in his hand and re- 
mairked that he would! keep thia one to defend! hiimself with. 
Bnttoni msde hia escape and' delivened the piatol as requested 
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«nd it i0 sow m the poflsession of Sberiff Ook c-f BilUboro. 
Davis of SaflOi Aijjgfustine, who was well mounted, tried t9 
bireak through .but the Indians caught and kilted him in aighL 
We fought till twelve o'clock at night. We wei^ waiting 
for the moon to cloud over before we charged through them 
to the bottom one fourth mile distaoit. At that time we 
broke through. The Indians kept thirty sfleps in our rear, 
firing. We would face around fnd fire. We hadi three 
horeee left wheni we retreated, with two wounded men on 
each. Gaptain Neill was shot in the back and fell. He call- 
ed to me to help him on a horse, whose rider was just killed. 
Two of us got hish on, but the horse and rider were both 
kiUed' before they got twenty st^M. I had got within ooe 
hundred yards of the timber when I was shot in the leg, 
splintering the boce. I miade out 'to reach a thicket in com- 
pany with Henderson and Button, the only two who were 
not wounded. We got into a deep ravine that kd to the 
creek. I called to Henderson to stop and tie vip my leg as 
I was bleeding to death. He did so promptly. We went 
down some ddstanioe and heaid the Indians following us. We 
climbed on the bank and lay down with our guns cocked. 
Twelve of them- passed so close I could hiave touched them. 
We got on the creek an hour before day, and followed down 
till we found some muddy water. We left the creek and 
went on the bank till we found a log reaching to a brushy 
island. We crossed' over it and lay hidden all day. We 
could hear the Ixsdians on the bank looking for us. At dark 
we started. When I got to my feet the pain from: spliivters of 
the bone was so great that I fainted. When I came to, I heard 
Button tell Henderson to come on and leave me, for I could 
not get to the settlements. I arose to my feet, cursed But- 
ton, and told him I would beat him to the settlements — 
which I did. We traveled two days without water before we 
reached Tehuaoaam Hill. A party of Eickiapoos found us Mt 
the qxring (they did not know of our fight with their tribe). 
They pointed to my bloody leg and asked **m» shot y<m'!t 
I told him we had a fight with the lonies, and we had fOiJoaft 



250 BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 

from our part3r goinf^ home. Tbey took urn to their camp, 
gave tis plenty to eat, and their Mfaaswa treated^ na rery 
Vmdlj. 

In two days after we got to Fraiikfixi the people 
raiaed> a company and went to Battle Creek and buried tb^ 
bones of our men. Summed np, sixteen hilledy seven escaped 
live of whom were bsdly wounded. 

Mr. Violet had his thigh wonnded in the edge of the 
timber. He ate green haws for two days and then stmek oat 
iotr Tehuaicana HiU, distance twenty-five nvilesy on his hands 
and knees. The party we sent np f ennd ham nearly fam- 
ished, brought bam to the settlement, and cared for him. 

Yonrs trulyi 

Walter P. I«ne. 

Further incidents occari.*ing in the course of this fear- 
ful engagement and especially detailing the tragic fate of 
the brave Euclid M. Cox, are gleaned from a graphic narra- 
tive of this affair by Mr. T. H. Dixon who wrote from au- 
thentic data supplied by John P. Cox, a surviying son of the 
noble martyr-pioneer. 

Aa Gen. Lane has stated, the little band of hardy pio- 
neers were surrounded on all sides and quickly realised that 
to charge in aniy direction would be certain death. The en- 
filade of the Indians was alrtady fierce. In this dilemma 
they discovered near them the head of a ravine, the bed 
of which was some five or six feet in depth, and to which 
Ihey made way with their wounded in all possible haste. 
On gaining this refuge they managed to check the on- 
slaught of the Indians and succeeded by cautious firing, 
bravery and alertness, in holding their position. But along 
the banks of the ravine no foliage appeared behind which 
they could conceal their position, other than a large and lone 
tree standing near the bank, and in ovder to shoot it be- 
came necessary for them to show their heads, and every 
time this was done a perfect fusillade of bullets whistled about 
them from the guns of the savages. Though partially 
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protected by the friendly banks of the ravine the little band 
of brave and dauntless men were completely hemmed in on 
all sides by hordes of painted and yellong warriors. 

^' About noon (says Dixon) the daring and intrep- 
id Euclid M. Cox conceived the idea of gaibing tbe shelter 
of tii« oak abov« mentioned^ and by the use of extreme 
caution he mainaged to secrete himself ini ifte foliage and 
from this place of concealment he managed for nearly twx) 
hours to pour a continuous and deadly fire kvto the savage 
ranks. Unfortunatelyi however, in an unguarded moment^ 
this hero exposed a portioii of hb body to the savages and 
they greeted its appearance with a perfect whirlwixKl of 
shot, one of which penetrated his spine causing him to fall to 
the ground, and the Infdians noticing this, and believing that 
he was the leader of the party, redoubled' their firing at 
that point. At the time of the fall of the brave man from 
the tree, Gen. Walter P. Lane, then in the prime and vjgor 
of his earl>' manhood, chanced to be in the ravine^ near by, 
and noting the imminent peril of his heroic and wounded 
companion, dashed from hiss place of refuge and with lead^- 
en missiles hailing all about him, seised Cool by tbe dioul- 
ders and pulled him to the bed of the ravine. This heroic 
conduct of Waliter P. Lane was but in keeping with- lus sub- 
sequent deefds of valor upon full many a hard fought field.* 

''The rescue of Cox's wounded body, and the escai>e of 
Lane in safety back to the ravine appeared to arouse tbe 
fury of the savages to the utmost, and front that time for- 
ward until niglutf all the hard pressed heroes f onnd it a 
matter of extreme difficulty to hold the savages at bay. 
They realized that something must be done and that speedi- 
ly, for they had been fighting haxd all day without food or 
water, and their thirst was beeomimg unbearable. A consul- 
tation wss held and it was decided that upon the going 
down of the moon at midnigh.t, they would^ make a desperate 
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attempt to charge throBgh the aavages audi gain the shelter 

of the timber^ about half a mile dietaxrt. 

''Among the aarrivoxa in the ravinei waa a man by the 
same of DaTis, who hailed) from San Angnatine who being 
well mounted, determined to make an effort to reach the tim- 
ber by chaiging through the aavages single handed and 
alonte in order to be in a position at midnight to aid hia com- 
panions in their desperate resolve by opening fire upon the 
aayagea from the rear, hoping thereby to withdraw at- 
tention from the ravine until his companions could suoceed 
in mftking consid^^le headway. He bade his companions 
good-by and started uponi his de8j>erate rid^, but both horse 
sjH rider perished before they had gotten thirty yarda. At 
last the moon sank to rest behind the horizon, and the little 
band began active preparations for their desperate charge. 
They had three horses left them and upon each they put 
two of their wounded who could ride. 

''The brave and daring Cox realizing his position full well, 
and* knowing that he had but a few hours to live, would not 
hear to his companions remaining behind with him, but in- 
sisted upon their taking their leave. One of the survivors, 
a youDg man who was in the employ of Cox, went to him 
and begged to be permitted to remain with him, but the 
dying hero wouldl not hear to it, and> taking one of the 
pistols from his Ibelt, he handed it to his friend and request- 
ed that in the event of his escape he give the weapon to 
his beloved wife, then at their home in Washington county, 
and whoee loved form he was destined' never more to see 
upcm this earth. This party was one otE the few survivors 
of this massacre, and he carried out to the letter the in- 
structions of hia dead employer. Mr. Jo^n P. Cox of Hills- 
boro, who has been for nearly a fifth of a century the Aer- 
iff of Hill county, has that very pistol of his dead father 
in his poflsessioo to-day, and as he exhibited it to the writer 
has eyes beamed with pride and affection uiK>n it. But let 
us proceed with the narrative. 

"During that fearful midnight charge, all but three of 



BOEDffil WAB8 OF TBZAS. 263 

the wrvivwB of the day's fighting were kUkd or wounded, 
and) among tho latter was the heroic Walter P. Lane, who 
had has leg broken hy a ballet, but managed to gain the 
timber in safety in spite of his wound. Smith, Button, and 
the gallanit Col. W. F. Henderson were th-e three who es- 
eaiped unhnirt, but amidst great suffering. In the charge, 
the party became separated, and one of their numiber wan*- 
dwed through the country alone for days and weeks, but 
finaUjy suoceededl in reaching the settlements. Violet, who 
had his leg broken, also became separated from his com- 
panions in that fearful charge and crawled twenty-five 
miles in that condition to Tehuacana Spidngs, where he was 
rescued a week later in a famished and abnost dying con- 
ditum. Henderson and Buttop with the wounded Lane 
slowly proceeded toward the settlements. 

''The Lidians knowing well the route they had to take 
or would take oc. the journey and being desirous of killing 
the emtire party proceeded ahead, and waylaid the route they 
expected them to take. But £ortunately for those gallant 
heroes, Love andl Jackson, chanced to discoreir the Indianfl 
while returning from the settlement with the compass, and 
after a short stkirmish sueceededl in routing them. They 
were surprised upon proceeding some distance further, to 
meet Hendersoo and Button with the wounded Lane slowly 
walking into the trap set for them by the wily savages, 
and it was here that they first learned of the sad fate that 
had befallen their party. After carrying Lane to the settle- 
ment a burial party was organized and they set out for the 
piATpose of interring their dead. 

''Upon reaching the scene of the fight they recovered and 
buried beneath the spreading boughs of the oak on; the 
bank of the ravine, the dead bodies of seventeen heroes. 
They found the dead body of the heroic Gok near where 
they had left him at his own request to die alone in the 
darkness of the night, for the reason that he knew he had 
ri*ceived his death wound, and' that any attempt to save 
him would be useless. When they left this hero oo that 
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fateful mght, life was net ^itirely gone from hkr body and 
a loaded pistol was left with him, but on their retnni it 
was gone, and near him were po<d0 of blood, indaeatinif that 
he had dealt the death wound to at least another savage 
prior to the flight of his soul to that other woHd." 

•••!••••••• 

Should the tonristi seeking objects of historical interest, 
and shrines of hero worship chance to visit the vicinity ol 
this desperate contest between white and red men in the long 
ago, he wonld behold beneath tCe boughs of a majestic, but 
a battleHBcarred, oak, a beautiful shaft towering far above 
the surrounding undergrowth, and upon closer inspection he 
would find it chiseled with the names of the heroic dead who 
rest beneath it; the date and manner of their death, ete.^-^ 
a fitting memorial erected a few years since, in commemora* 
tion of the gaHant fight they made for the supremacy of 
the white man and civilisation, by two loving sons of the gld* 
lant Euclid M. Cox; John P. Cox who has spent the best 
years of his life as a sheriff and in enforcing the laws of 
his countiy, and Rev. J. Fred Ck>x, a presiding elder of the 
M. E. church South, long laboring for the uplifting of man 
in Texas — ^a tribute of noble sons to the valor of their worthy 
sire and his equally gallant comrades who lost their lives 
in defense of this land against savagery. And reader, were 
you a stranger and knew not the legends of our border 
land, any Texan, with swelfling pride Ad patriotic emotions, 
would tell you in substance the ^story here recounted — ^the 
traditions of our border history and the valorous deeds of 
our matchless pioneers that have been handM down, trans- 
mitjted as it were, from bleeding sire to son.* 
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FATI OF OTHUt 8UBVETIN0 EXPEDinOlM. 

Earlier in this j^ar, perhaps two or three months be- 
fore the occurrence of the Surveyors Fight, above narrated, 
the veteran sorveyory Col. Wm. F. Henderson, had lead « sur- 
veying party from Old Franklin to the same vicinity and 
succeeded in doing some work on Pin Oak, a small tributary 
of Richland creek, in Navarro county. But the party exper- 
ienced considerable trouble from Indians; one of the men — 
Holland — Shaving been killed and the balance of the corps 
forced to desist frpm work and retreat to the settlements. 

At the same time another surveying party conducted by 
CoL Richard Sparks from Fort Houston (now Palestine) pen- 
etrated the same section and attempted to . survey lands — 
somewhat in conjunction with Henderson's i>arty. But 
Spark's party also met with disaster — first, Berry, one of 
their men who became separated from his companions, was 
brutally murdered, and then the Indians atjtacked the party, 
killing Colonel Sparks and dispersing fhe balance, 
who escaped afoot and without food or arms with which to 
kill game, finally reaching the settlements in sad plight. 

The sad and unsuccessful results of these and otber expe- 
ditions, going out of Old FrsnUin, Fort Houston and that 
section of the country, completely broke up the Springfield 
and other more advanced settlements, and further efforts in 
that direction were not again attempted until about 1844-45 
when the Indians were pushed back, effectual surveys ac- 
complished and the country regularly located and permanent- 
ly settled. 



IHB PIONBBB MOTHERS OF TEXAS. 

During thfe winter of 1837-8, Indians were exceedingly 
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bo0tae towaid the people of the Bruos, depredatinff tosaeh 
an estent that the tew advanced aettlen were eompelled to re- 
akove down to the more populoua settlements. Amoncp those 
to abandon their newly acquired homestead was Wm. Smith 
and family, who had located' in the Brazos bottom. While 
loading their household effects into a wagon for moving, 
they were aittacked by a party of Indians. Barring the 
doozB of their log cabin, they prepared for defense, but un- 
fortunately found that most of their ammunition was in 
the wagon. The situation was critical, requiring quick and 
desperate action. The brave wife and mother was equal to 
the emergency— unmindful of her great peril— thinking only 
#f protecting her loved ones— she opened the door, rushed to 
the wagon near by in the yard, and secured a supply of 
powder and lead, returned, with but slight wounds, amid a 
perfect shower of balls and airrows, and calmly set to work 
moulding bullets. Firing through the cracks with good aim 
as opportunity offered, Mr. Smith withstood the fierce and 
prolonged attack, cuasing the savages to retire with their 
wounded. As soon as expedient, the family retreated with 
their effecte into the settlements. The following year, Mr. 
Smith participated, as we have seen, in tftie famous Battle 
Creek fight, and escaped to lender much service on the 
southwestern frontier. He was a brave. Christian gentleman. 
His heroic and noble wife, noted for her many virtues, lived 
to rear an interesting and worthy family of sons and daugh- 
ters-^ne son, the late Prof . Smith of Old Salado College, be- 
ing personally known to the writer. 

Forever honored and exalted be the memory of the no- 
Ble and matchless pioneer mothers of Texas. Brave, hardy, 
and suffering severest trials without shirking or complaint, 
the highest tribute should be conferred on them, because 
^a spirit so resolute, yet so adventurous, so unambitious 
yet so exalted — a spirit so highly calculated to awi^en a 
l^va of the pure and noble, yet so uncommon, never before 
actuated the ancestral matrons of any land or clime.'' 
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The mothers of our frontier land! 

Stloat-hearted dames were they, 
With nerves to wield the battle-brand 

And join the border ttsj. 
Our rough land had no braver ones 

In the days of blood and strife — 
Aye, ready for the severest toili 

Aye, free to peril life. 

The mothers of our frontier land 

Their bosoms piltowed menl 
And proud indeed ^ were they to stand 

In hummock, f ort( or glen ; 
To load the sure old rifle, 

To run the leaden ball, | 
To stand beside a husband's place 

And fill it should he falL 

The moifhers of our forest land, 

Such was their daily deeds, 
Their monument where does it standi 

Their epitaph! Who reads? 
No braver dames had Sparta, 

No nobler matrons Rome, 
And yet who lauds or hon<Mr8 them. 

In this their own green homet 



■ABLT DATS OF BA8TB0P. 

Like Gonzales on the Guadalupe, and NaahvoUe on the 
Brazos, Baatrop on the Colorado, was for some years an ex- 
treme outpoflrt, and in consequence suffered greatly from In- 
dian depredationa The town was first laid out by Stephen 
F. Austin in 1830, and nomied in honor of tbat early friend 
to the Austins and colonial Texas — ^the Baron de Bastrop. 
Some of the mofit prominent early defenders of Tiexas; as 
the Burlesons, the Wilbargers, the Wileys, the Hardeonans, 
the Andersons, the Bartons, Robt. M. Williamson, High- 
iths, Robt, M. Coleman, John Caldwell, Dalrymple, GU- 
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leland, Barkley, John W. Pace, Bartlett Sima, Jesse (''Buck- 
skin") Billingsley, Cicero Rufns Peny, Qeren Brown, John 
Egglestion, and many others of whom space forbidb mention 
here, were residents of this town. 

Tbe miQcicipality of Bastrop took an early and promi- 
nent part in the revolntionairy movement for indepeDdcsM^e 
in 1835, being the first to organize a committee of safety. 

Some of the stirring and bloody episodes occnrriDg in 
and aroxmd this tmly frontier town hav« already besem sittr^ 
rated and other incidents will be briefly noted in ibis con- 
nectioD. 

John Eggileston, an early settler and a worthy soldier 
in the Texas war of independenoe, was killed by Indiaoss in 
th$ town of Bastrop. Wilbarger furnishes the following inci- 
dents of his tre^ f aite : 

''Near Egfi^leston's residence, one of has neighboms, Car- 
ter Anderson^ had incketed in a large lot for the safe keep- 
ing of his stock, the gate of which was fastened every night 
with a chain and padlock. One dark nigfct in Januiary, 
1838, Eggleston happened to be walking on the street near 
Anderson's lot. Hearing a rattling of the chain* at the gaite 
and thinking piobably some one was trying to enter it, he 
conehided to investigate the matter. As he approached 
he heard, as he thonght, the grcmting of hogs, and see- 
ing seyeral dtok objects moving in the vicinity, he 
naturally supposed they were hogs and turned to retrace 
his step. Just as he did so an arrow struck ham in tbe 
breast. Eggleston fled, crying out 'Indians' as he wept. 
There were a few men on guard at the time, who heard his 
cries and hurried to has assistance, but they were unable 
to pursue the Indians, for the night was a very dark one, 
snd they made their escape. Eggleston survived for three 
days in great agony." 

Soon after this the Inddans again entered the town at 
night, killing Messrs. Hart and Weaver, and escaped. 

A little later, some three miles east of town, Messrs. 
Robinson and Dollar were riving boards, when they were 
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Bupprised by fifteen IndiaiuB. Says Brown: *'Each aprang 
i»!K» hk horse, near by, but RobonAon was killed! a(t the 
flame moment, while Dollar was pursued and hemmed on a 
high bank of the river; but leaving his horse, he leaped 
down tbe bank aibout twenty feet, swam the Ck>larado and 
then hastened to town. Soon afterwaidft he started to 
leave the counitry and ww never again beaid of. No doubt 
was entertained, however, of his having been killed by In- 
dians.''* 

In the winter of this year a citizen was killed by In- 
in the streets of Bafltrop. In fact scarcely a month 
passed that the town was not visited by same murdlering 
band of Indians, but the details in most instances, ar& ^too 
meager for record. 



CAPTAIN EABVIY'8 ADVEMTURI. 

Among tbe early and useful pioneers, i>ersonally known 
to the writer, was Capt. John Harvey, who long resided at 
the beautiful little village of Salado in Bell county; 
andi where he died about 1886. He was another Tenne- 
seean to Texas, bom in 1810, and emigrating in 1834. He 
participated in the battle of San Jacinto, and afterwards 
joined several expeditions against Inditos and Mexicans. Be- 
ing a surveyor by profession and doing much work on the 
frontier, he had a number of adventures and escapades* 
Tbe following incident, though not resulting in tragedy, 
will be of thsrilling interest : 

Harvey, accompanied by a party of twenty men, 
camped in the territory tk*aversed by the San Saba, but 
several miles from the stream, for the purpose of surveying 
lands granted to German colonists. 

Bis comiMtnions were inexperienced and he found it im^ 
possible to indxuse them to take ordinary precautions agaiiMt 
surprise and attack by hostile Indians. Vhe weather being 
sultry, the men dispersed in various directions for water, 
leaving Harvey in camp. 



^ 
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Beeomlii!^ thirfltjr hinuelf, some time after their depart- 
ure, he atruck out dowu a rayine, hopisiff to find a pool of 
water. After he had proceeded for a mile or more, he was 
auddeuly surrounded and captured by Waco Indiana, who 
rose from behindi bushes Where they h«wl> been croudnug and 
awaiting his approach. 

With their prisoner they started for camp. On 
the way they stole a pony from a Comanche camp and be- 
ing Ycry hungry, killed it and cooked and ate part of it. 
They then tied a hind'-quarter of the animal—- over one hun- 
dred pounda of meat — on Harvey's back and hastened oa 
to their rendeavous. No halt was made there, but the entire 
band at once started on the retreat to their distant home. 
They traveled without pause until sunset, soldi them stopped 
for the purpooe of oamping for the night. Harvey had been 
compelled to cairry Jbas burden and keep up with them over 
mountains and across gulches and eanyona, and waa com* 
pletely ezha»ated. 

A moment later the pursuing Comanches dafihed upon 
the eceue and surrounded the camp. The Wacos offered no 
resistance. 

In obedience to the command of the Comanche chief, 
they produced ithe Waco who had stolen the pony, and he 
was immediately tied and staked to the groiond, and given 
three hundred laahes on the bare back with a rawhide whip. 

He then asked who was responsible for taking the white 
man' prisoner. The Wacos indicated their chief, and the 
Comanches immediately seized and bound him, and gave him 
the same kind of floggioig. 

They gave Harvey a butcher knife and told him to kill 
the Waco chief. He reftiaed to do so. They then urged 
him to oat off the chief's ears. This he also declined to do. 

The Comanche cSiAef ordered the Wacoa not to further 
nudest Harvey or liis men and departed, taking him with 
them and started hinn back to his own camp. For soone rea- 
son, it seems, they oonsidened him and his men, as bevxkg uft- 
der their special protection. 
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KABins' rAMomi nosr. 

On Angnst 10, 1838, Capt. Henry Karnes, with twenty 
Tolunteera, was halting on the Arroya Seeo, a small stream 
west of the Medina, when they were suddenly and unexpect- 
edl attaeked by abont' 200 armed and mounted Comanches. 
Qnick aa possible the rangers secured their horses, and im- 
mediately prepared^-somewhat protected by a ravine and 
the ehaparal — for defense. Ten to one, the Indians were con- 
fident of success, and charged with exultant yells. The T)e(X- 
ans were cool and' determined, firing with deadly lum and in 
altemfite platoons, by which one third of their guns were 
always loaded to mieet the oft repeated slacks at doee 
quarters. Again and again the Indians charged and were re- 
pulsed, till more than twenty of their warriors were slain, 
and as many more wounded, when they gave up the con- 
test, reftreating with their dead. Oaptain Karnes, greatly ex- 
posed, received a severe wound, (which two years later caus- 
ed Ihis death) besides nearly every horse belonging to his men 
was either killed or wounded. 

This was a most gallant and successful defense against 
immense odds, the skill and bravery displayed, stamping ev- 
ery member of the little comi>any a real hero. 



OAPTUBI OF MATILDA LOOKHABT AND THE PUT- 
MAN GHILDSEN. 

In October, 1838, occurr^ the capture of Matildu Lock- 
hart and the Putman children, one of the notable incidents 
of Texas border history. The following account is from the 
pen of A. J. Sowell, and is believed to be substantially cor- 
rect: 

''In the fall of 1838 there lived two families on the west 
bank of the Gaudalupe river, two miles belcxw the town* of 
Gonzales, named Pntmao and Lockhart. They were industri- 
ous, good citizens and had just begun to get things into shape 
again around their homes after the terrible ''runaway 
scrape," as it was oaUed, and the battle of Ssu Js^into. Life 
ahead of them looked brigbt and cheerful, but alas for humaa 
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hopes and «apiratioUy how soon wm their cup of 0onM>w to 
be filled to overflowing and they compelledi' to drink to 
the bitter dregs I In the fall of the above named' year Matil- 
da Loekhart aadi three of the Patman ehildreni two girls and 
a. boy, JameSi the youngest of the par^, went to the river 
bottom for the puiipose of gathering pecaina. For some time 
they gathered the nuts which were in abundance and their 
merry lamgh ever and anon rang out Hhroogh the gloomy 
forest. At last it was time to go home, their vessels were full 
and their exexitions had* given them a keen appetite for their 
diimer the hour for which had now passed. Tbe girls got 
their booaneits and bucketo and the meny gnmp emorgedJ from 
the bottom* to the edge of the prairici but what a sight now 
met the eyes of those merry ones, the IsugMng voices were 
hushed axid the cheeks which a moment ago glowed with 
health and gay spirits now blanched and paled with terror. 
There, in a few yards of them, rode a band of wild painted 
Comanche Indians ; the scourge of the Texas frontier. Es- 
cape was impossible. With a wild shout the Indians circled 
around them and all were soon captured and carried scream- 
ing away en the horses of the painted demons w*ho dashed 
ap Ihe valley toward) their bunting grounds in the great 
west. When the children did not oomo homo at the proper 
time the parents became uneasy and repaired to the pecan 
groves to search for them. No pen can describe the agony 
of those parents when they came to the spot where the 
capture had taken place. A bonnet here, an overturned buck- 
et there, and peoans scattered everywhere. Out in the prairie 
lay little Jknmie's h«t. The ground was torn up by horse 
tracks and too well these pioneers knew what had become of 
their loved ones. No tkne was to be lost. Nieighbors wiere 
notified, and soon a par^ was on the trail of the daring rod 
men. Lockhaitt was f miouB and vowed vengenee of the most 
direful nature as be sparred msdly on tbe traiL Pobnan vras 
more cautious but not lacking in courage. He had fought at San 
Jacinto. He advised the m«i to move cautiously and not rush 
into an ambuscade. The trail led up the river to tho foot of 
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tlie nMUDtaiiM and here it WM lo«t. The laat sign of Um Da- 
diMB WM seen oof n saadr bar at the mouth of the Comal 
riyer where the toum of New Braunf els now i8« Andrew 
Sowell who was one of the trailing party says they tamed 
iNtok here but against the wishes of Lockhart who wanted to 
go on into the moantains. After the retoro a larger f oroe 
was raised and oooe more went in porsfoit. This time they 
eame upon the Indians in their village in the mountains and a 
battle was fought whieh was disastrous to the aettlers, as 
they were greatly outnumbered. Lockhart wse woonded 
and it was with difficulty that the men could get him away 
as he 0till wanted to fight. In 1840 a treaty was mad» iwith 
the Comanches in which Matilda Lockhart was recovered, 
and later on James Pufaman who at that time waa about 16 
years of age and m wild as an}: Indian. He would not sleep 
on a bed or in a housoi nor eat with a knife and fork. The 
okiest Putman girl heoame the wife of a chief and! Uved' and 
died a wild Idfe BmoDg the Indians. 

''About 30 years after the capture of libe children a 
man named Chenault who had been an Indian agent» moved 
to Gonzales from Missouri, bringing ta lady with him whom 
he had bought from the Indiana several years before. He had 
carried h«r to hia home in Missouri and when he came to 
Texas brooglit her with him as a memlber of the family. This 
waa the youngest Putman girL She oould not remember her 
name but said the Guadalupe valley was strangely familiar to 
her. Her fath^, who was still alive, hearing of the cireum- 
atanee eame to see her and by maxlw on her bodiy identified 
her ae his long kwt child. How strange that she should be 
brought back almost to the vexy spot where she was captured 
thirty years before. James Putman lived for many years in 
Guadalupe county and died in Hays county in the early 
aeventies. He married a widow Nash and had one daugh* 
ter named Sarah. He said/ the Indians carried him all over 
Texas. New Mexico and) Arizona and also parts of Califor- 
nia. He aaw them fight aeveral battles with emigranta on 
the plains.'' 



<• I 
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Z> THE SHADOW OF TBI ALAMO — TBAOIO lOBIIE 
or DTDIAir WABTABE ABOUED BAH AETOEIO. 

Alth^ougb the most populous and important toiwn in the 
province and the Republic of Texas, San Antonio, being the 
extreme, and isolated, outpost of civilization in that direc- 
tion, was, from early times, and until a much later period 
than that of which we are now writing, greatly exposed to 
Indian forays. 

After the fall of the place and expulsion of the Mexican 
soldiery, in Decemiber 1835, many of its Mexican residents, 
some of much worth and respectability, left, crossing over 
the Rio Grande. Thus depleted in population, but little life 
appeared in San Antonio from the campaigns of 1835-36 till 
on the eve of opening the land office and preparations for 
the survey of lands early in this year. These openings drew 
to the place various surveyors, holders of bounty warrants 
and head-right certificates, as well as many others, seek- 
ing either employment or adventure.* 

At that dftte bands of Comanches, all professing friend- 
ship, frequented Khe vicinity — and visited the town re- 
newing treaties, but at the same time protesting 
against surveyors exploring their country, maiiking the trees, 
and running off the game. One of the first surveying par- 
ties to go out, while on the Rio Frio, bad some of their 
horses stolen by the Indians camped in the vicinity. Upon 
discovering and demanding the animals a fight ensued in 
which Mr. Campbell, the surveyor, was killed^ and 
Captain Cage severely woundied by a copper arrow in hia 
cheek,** but narrowly escaped with his companions to torwn. 
This affair sufficiently diemonstrated the necessity of larger 
and well armed parties in succefisfully prosecuting further 
work. 

1^ AnoBC othtn aypMrinc at Saa Antonio aboot tkia ttoa and mtkhm «aiplojBCDt aa 
a tarvaTor. waa a ramc aaa daatiaad to parfonn a aaoat ImportaBt and iwHuiiun a mt^ 
▼laatetkadaCoBaaafthaTexaaftaBtiar aad to sain aack taaowa aa a faarlaia botdar 
akiif and partliaa Itadir Jack Hajra. tha faowna Tteaa Baa««r. 

» »Tlw oeppar attaw head waa ■kinfaBy aztraatad ky tko aarly and Maiawit Dr. 
fl Mltkt t aa<SaaAa t ei ito -aiaidkrafVakwaoia'«,wka>witktwa<oMpaa HB i.waa— >- 
al tka Clbaki 8«l9kw SpiiBffa. te aaa ad tka taida af ISfi. 
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Accordingly, on tihe 2l8t of September, 1838, John C. 
(Jack) Hays, in the double capacity of surveyor and com- 
mander, left witli a force for the Leon, where they remained 
about a month, running three compasses and doing consider'^ 
tble work without serious hindrances. 

Aibout the middle of October another, but smaller, foree 
was organized for work closer in. On the 18th of this month 
whilie camped at the Presidio crossing on the Leon*, some 
seven miles from town, tbey were surprised by Indians and 
two of their number, Moses Lapham a eoldier at San Jacm- 
to, and a Mr. Jones, of Bastrop, wene kliled. Mr. Earnest 
and otheiB escaped on foot to town. ''A Mexican named 
Padre Goaner (says Thrall) was scalped, but succeeded in 
reacting the eitfer, where he still (1878) lives."* 

At the time, District Court (Judge James W. Bobinson 
presiding) was in session, from which cause there were more 
persons than usual in town. 

Hendrick Arnold, a disciple of Deaf Smith, took com- 
mand of a few men, went out to reconnoitre, and had a 
slight skirmish. Others were anxious to go, but some 
lacked horses. Major Valentine Bennett, as quartennaster, 
partly supplied this wan/t, in so far that Oapt. Cage was 
soon enabled to leave in charge of nine others. A few more 
followed Cage on the Presidio road towards the scene of con- 
flict on the Leon. Time passed, and the house topo in town 
were occupied by anxious persons scanning the west (for at 
that dlEiy the view was uninterrupted by bushes) for indica- 
tions of the anticipated engagement; and while so engaged 
a party of Indians, in plain vi ew, passed on the west side of 
town, killing «k Mexican cart man and his oxen. Frightened 
Mexicans occasionally rushed in with wild reports and the 
interest! became intense among those powerless to render suc- 



»*'0b th« MOM day. FnoieiMo A. Rvis uad Nieolas FteM Kais 

FtanciMoRiiis was well kaowB to tiMliidteM and that alslitflMof thachlifoi 
aBtiadbteandtoldhiBtoaaeapa. H« bow Itrw «ni tiM Madtea Blvar. 
aUykUtod^aalMwaaBawbaaidof aftarwaidik"-11uatt'a "Pielwflal 
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eor. Among thoBe who had gone ont wkh Cage, or f oUowed 
after, were Judge Hood,* Qen. Donlap, (late of Tennessee) 
James Cagnjphell, an Iriahman, appropriately known from his 
solubility, as ''Talking'' Campbell, — Bailey, — Lee, a 
young nkerchant from Houston, — 3oyle, Robert Patton 
Sttd othera whose names eannot now be given. On the way 
out, before reaching the Leon, the Lidians appeared, theyol- 
istnteera not yet being united, but in view of each other. Di- 
Tided counsels prevailed. Some proposed occupying a grove 
not far off— otthers opposed. The enemy encircled them, but 
in doii^ so, Campbell, mounted on a fleet gray horse, broke 
for town, pursued by several Indians. Though closely pressed, 
liQ outran hid pursuers, and was the first messenger to 
report. Cage and 'Boyle dismounted at a tree and called 
on the others to do likewise ; but they pref ered fighting on 
liarseback. Hood and Bailey cbarged through the Indians 
and then back to their comrades, in which the form«r was 
woundid by an arrow. Bailey '3 gun then f adled to fire and 
Hood bad but one chairge left. Cage and 'Boyle, on the 
g^und, and Lee on horseback, were killed about this time, 
aa were several others. Robert Ptotton was lanced in the arm 
and his horse wounded. Finally the Indiana opened tbe 
way towards town, and the survivors, as their only hope, 
seized the opportxuiity of a race for life. Speed waa their 
■ole relianoe. Aa they daahed forward tibe enemy dosed- in 
on their flanks and rear, and the chase only ceased' as the 
survivoiH entered the town. Gen. Dunlap was lanced and 
bis ndble bay steed severely wounded. Some were killed* as 
the retreat began. A Mexican, naked and terribly wound- 
ad, crawled in some time later. 

On the 20tb Capt. Carras (or Carracas), with a company 
of Mexicans and Americana (Wm. H. Hargis being of the 
Pfurty) went out, gathered) up the remains of the ten un* 
■fortunate settlers who had fallen and conveyed t|hem in. 
Coffins were improvised by Major Bennett, it being a time 

» Jnd— Hood w— killad by thm CoiOTrhM to Hit Cowiefl Boom lund-to-li«^ fifkt 
Im Smi AiiCMio* to tk« tprtac «< 1S«0l 
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when lumber was Yery scareei and on Monday, Octl. 21, 1888» 
lafter an eloquent addrem by Jud|re Jaones W. Robinson, 
the deceased heroea were committed to earth in the Ameri* 
can cemetery ad|joining the Campo Santo of the town. 



nroiAR nouBus n iast xexas ~ mirnrAcns 
or m *'oou)OTAH udbluon/' 



July 1, 1838, Capt. Seguin wrote Presidenft Houaton that 
a messenger had juat arrived in San Antooio, who reported 
having aeen two men, a German and a Mexican, who bad 
been killed by Comaaehes, and were lying by the road! aide 
four miles fnom town. Seguin aaid that he was about to 
atart with a company in pursuit of the Indians. In conclu* 
slon, he urged upon the Presid'ent the neoeeaity for better 
armed protection for the frontier. The powerful pushing of 
the frontier line westward, with eurveyors moving in ad- 
vance of it as avant couriers, waa not the only cause that 
stirred tho Indtena to deadly action in 1838 ; another equal* 
ly potent one waa the military policy adopted by the Mexi- 
can Qovermnent to keep alive its claim to Texas. It had in 
view the invasion and re-conquest of Texas by a Mexican 
army with the aid of the entire body of Texas Indiana as 
allies. 

To secure their co^emtion, agents were sent among 
them to represent that they would be given fee simple titles 
to all the lands they claamed if they wonld begin at once 
and actively wage ceaseless^ and murderous war upon the 
whites. They were toldi that it waa folly to expect any- 
thing from the whites except expulsion, or extermination; 
and that if they stood! by Mexico, it would otand by them. 
The white people suspected in a general way what was go- 
ing forward, but the eoneeptioin they ententained wtas so liar 
short of the truth thst they w re amaxed at the extent and 
diabolism of the tactual plot when it was disclosed' by papen 
captured in the following year, under circumstanoes that 
wHl be detailedf in the next chapter. , 

The following is a statement of part of the con- 
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.t6&to of one of tbe pap^m: A letter written by 

Yieente Cordova to Manuel Florea — an.d inserted here, 

for the reason that it renders more inteUigoible events 

that follow. Tbe date of Cordova's letter is July 19, 1838. 

He says that he had been commianoined by Gen. Filisola to 
visit the Indians aod induee them to become auxiliaries of 
the Mexican nalticmal army of invasion ; and had entered on 
his dmties by inviting- a meeting of neighboring toribes. Con- 
tinuingy he says: ''Being informed that you have been ap- 
pointed for the same purpose, I would like to know whait 
preliminary action you have taken, and for you to advafDicey 
with such force as you may be able to commanld, as far as 
you may judge proper * * * to hold woith me verbal coomnun- 
ication in order that we may have, in our respective staitions 
an understanding, • • • and' that you will bidng the pipe, 
of which I understand you are in possession, in otrder that 
the Indian chiefs may smoke it, of the Cherokee and other 
tribes who have promised me to unite as soon as possible for 
actkm, and' who have, also, agreed that, in case our plan 
should be discovered in the meantime, ibey will commence 
opeiratioiDs with the force we have in haoid, it is highly de- 
cnxable that you should approach to give us, in such case, a 
helping hand." 

August 4, 1838, citizens of Nacogdoches who were in 
search of horses that had been stolen* from tihem, found the 
animals in a Mexican settlement. On the way home, with 
their property, the white men were fired upon and one of 
their number killed. They pursued the murderers a short 
distance ; but coming into a large trail, returned/ to town. 

Aqgust Tth, Capt. Joha Durst reported to Maj.-Oen. 
Rusk, 'Commanding the Texas miEtia, that one hundred or 
more Mexicans were ufloder arms and encaiiq[>ed on the An- 
gelina river. Capt. Antonao Manchaca who went to the camp, 
reported that there were 120 Mexicans and 25 Biloxi and 
lonie Indians. 

Gen. Husk issued requisition for mesi of the eostem 
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militia brigade and, while waiting for Ifaem to aaaeaible, iUr 
tioned « compaiiy of aix:ty Tolunteen at the krarer eroaaiiig 
of the Angelina. On the 8th, Preaident Houston who waa in 
Nacogdoehea, isaned a proclamation ordering the Mexieana 
mA Indiana to diaperae and to Tetore to their hfomea nnder 
penaltgr of being declared enemiea of the Repablic. On the 
10th, it waa learned that 300 Indiana had joined tiie 
Mexieana. On that day Preaident Houaton, receired a 
oommunication from Vioente Coirdov«y Nait Morria, Joahua 
Bobertaon, Jnan Joae Bodi^ez, C. Moralea, J. Santos O07, 
J. Yicento Micheli, J. Arriola and A. Corda, leadera of the 
inaoigents, in which they refused to obey the exeontive or- 
der and made vagne declaration as to their ultimate pur- 
pjote. 

During the day Oordo^a broke eamp and marched m 
the dJorection of ithe Cherokee eettlemeoA. Maj. Henry W. 
Anguabin at the head of a strong detachment, foUoiwed him, 
while Oen. Ruak with hia main force advanced directly to- 
ward the Cheirokee village. On reaching the Neches Saline, 
Cten. Ruak learned that Cordova 'a force had diaaohred and 
the leader, with a few of the more desperate Cooshaties and 
Cherokees and some of his Mexioan companions, had retreat- 
ed in the direction of the Eickapoo village in the north- 
eastern comer of Anderson county. Rusk followed him 
there and, forty milea further on to the Eillough aettlements, 
where be abandomed the chase, there being no hope of ow- 
tokiufg the fngitivies. 

Joined byi a few of the Kickapoos at their village, Cor- 
dova noiw made hia way to the headwatora of tpie Trini^, 
where he continued his fiendish machinationa. 

Thus the accidental circumstance of the search for stolen 
horses, precipitated a seiriea of events that ^>oiled hia plana 
for 1838. No an^y of invasion was moving from Mecdoo. 
Not evten Flores was at hand with a force to co-operate. 
Tet the f ieroe anger of his Mexican feUow conspirators at 
the Americans, farced him to ^ct, and he did so boldly and 
caUed upon the Cherokees to take the warpath, lliose la^ 
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diaiM had a great deal at stake. Tbey were, atoo, more than 
r.rdiiiarily intelligent. Tbejr saw tbait the emute waa prebar 
tnre, and would t>e a failure — they atill hoped) for justice 
from the AmerioaxMk President Houston waa in Naooigdoche^ 
and they had unibounded faith in the recititude of his inten- 
tioDfiy and truated that he bad power to give effect to thenii 
hence they refused Ck>rdov)a'8 oyerturea. 



DinAT or THB XZ0KAP008. 

In the meantimcy taking advantage of the disturbed con- 
ditions in that aection, the Eichapoos were dej^redating to auch 
an extent as to eall for prompt action^ Accordinglyi with a 
hastily collected company of 200 volunteersi General 
Busk moved against them. Leaving Fort Houston on Oct. 
14thy he arrived in the vicinity of the Eickapoo town (in what 
is now Anderson county) and at sunset on the following day 
made a furious attack. After an engagement of some fif- 
teen minutes the «nemy fled and were hotly pursued for 
some distance. No ofificial report of this fight exists, hut 
it |is known (that eleven warriors were left dead on the field 
and preaimiably a much larger number were wounded. Busk 
had eleven men wounded Imt aone ^led.* 



BOUma THB 00MAN0HE8. 

A f eiw days later, on the 25th of thia month, Col. John 
C. Neil with his force attacked a considerable party of Co- 
manehes at the Jose Maria Village (afterwards the site of Fort 
Graham) in Young county. After a fierce and bloody battle, 
the IndiaoQs were defeated and- fled, "leaving many of their 
warriors slain.'' The casualties to the Texana are not 
known. 

Such military demonstrations and summary dealings with 
the savages and Mexicana, at least served to overawe and 
pievent them from aoodbining in their raids. 



M* Mi PlMMMt «f llnat, ». 107. 
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The citizens of Bast Tezai^ with anna in their hands smA 
emboldenedy under Busk and otlier brave leaders, had notli* 
ing to fear ; welcomed a'^ieballenge by the Indians to mortal 
combat, and were more than a match for their hated foei. 
But murders, such as the Hutchison massacre; the trag* 
edies in the Eden's settlementy and other atrocious affairs, 
occurring in the eastern part of t|he Bepublic about this pe- 
riod, chilled their hearts, not with a coward's terror, but am 
appaUjng one nevertheless, for thev realized that courage 
and superior numbers, arms and discipline, furnished no pro- 
tection, against their occurrence. The frontiermen did not 
Imow but that, at an unexpected moment, death in its most 
appalling form, would obliterate all tjiat they held dear. 



BUBK GHASKS INDIAM8 A0B086 THE BORDEE. 

In a ddapateb from headquarters at Fort Caddo, Dee. 
ly 1838, Oen. Rusk gave account of crossing mto Louisiana 
and compelling a large paxtj of Caddo Indians to surrender 
tbeir arms to the United States Indian agent at Shreveport 
and agree to remain quiet until the eadsting danger of hos- 
tilities subsided. 

Theee Izvdians were to be fed by the Texas government 
until their arms were returned to them. He said that until 
after his arrival with militia and this ajctxmi had been taken 
by him, the people of Texas west of the boirder-line, believed 
that the Caddos intended to march tbrough the settlements to 
a junction with the prairie Indians, and there, in eccnection 
with them, turn back and murder and pillage. The white 
people aibandloned their homes and assemibled in the forts 
for protection. 

It is difficult at tfads day to fully realise the excited and 
hostile state of the public mind in Texas in the latter part 
of I8889 with regaid to Indians^ further than that it wssi 
such as to wholly neutralise every fact and argument that 
was adduced in favor of any of them. 
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LAMAB1 BBOir. 

TJie general election for President, Viee-PreBideaty memr 
ben of Gongreoi and other officers of the Republic occorred 
September 3, 1838. 

Mirabeaa B. Lamar, James CoUinBworth, Peter W. Gray- 
aon, land Robert Wilson were rival eandidaitea for the pres- 
idency. There were two well defined poEtical parties— the 
Houston and Anti-Houston — that crystalized during the year. 

The campaign wias a very bitter one— so bitter that Gray- 
son shot and killed himself , at Bean's Station, Tennessee, and 
Callinsworth leaped from ta steamer and drowned' himself in 
Oahreston Bay before the day of eiection. 

They were too sensitive and I proud to withstand the mud- 
slinging and vilification thst was indulged in as a matter of 
course in that day in Texas, and in the United States. La- 
mar received 6,995 vdtes and Wilson 252,-^00 were scat- 
tering. 

President Houston was not a candidate. The constitu- 
tion provided that the first President should hold office lor 
two years and each of his successors for three years, and 
that no Preadefnt should be eligible for election for the 
term nest succeeding that for which he was chosen. 

MiraSeau B. Lamar, as President, and David 0. Bur- 
net, as Vice-President, were inaugurated December 9, 1838. 

Li his inaugural message, Lamar declared that the only 
imeans by which Indian hostilities could be brought to an 
^eaod were the extinction or total ei^ulsion of Uinited States 
Indaans who were domiciled in Texas. He asked that im- 
inediate legislative actkm be taken for the €stid>lishment of 
« line of military posts along the frontier and the organi- 
sation and maintenance of a strong military force in order 
that the policy he declared might be given vigorous and im- 
mediate effect. 

He declared that the boundaries of the Republic would 
he defined and made good by the sword ; took ground 
gainst the annexation of Texas to the United States; fav- 
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orod the estebUalimeBt of <a national bank; and «poke nobto 
words ki favor of popnkr education.* 

Ckn. Albert Sidney Johnaton waa appointed Secretarj 
of war December 13, 1838, and qnaKfied Deoember 16. 

Cmgrew responded pron^ptljr to the reeomendatiooa of 
the President, as a majority of the members had been eleeted 
as advocates of the principles and policiea he declared. 

It passed an act, approved December 21, that provided 
for a mounted reguneot of 840 men r«Dk and file to protect 
the frontier, and for the establishment of the line of posts 
proposed. IShe men were to be enlisted for three years, to be 
paid $16.00 per month and be given a bounty of $30.00 in 
money and a certificate for land. 

An act approved December 29, provided' for a corps of 
mounted rangers, to consist of eight companies of fifty-nine 
men (rank and file) each.** 

AU spoils that were captured (except recovered property 
of citizena of TeoLas) were to be divided among the captors. 
Troops who were already enlisted, under act of May 15, 1838, 
were to proceed forthvrith to the Nueces. 

A few days later an act wis passed and approved, that 
provided for a nDounted regiment of 472 men to serve for six 
months. 

Despite all measures and every effort to keep the In- 
dians in subjection and to prevent or intercept their hos- 
tile raida, depredationsi and murders increased to an alarm- 
ing extent. l%e clouds of despair were gathering and aoon 
hung heavy all along the frontier. As Oen. E. H. Doug- 
las wrote Secretary of War Johnston, on Dec. 30, 1838, ''the 

»^Ditrli« his tarm fifty !—««•■ of tead wart Mt ftpnt lor th« nUhHthmwit of • 
«alTertlty and thr— lMva«» to moIi eoiuity for oelMol pvfpotoo. 

a »Tho f eUowliiff Bombor of bmb woro to bo oUtloBod at tho loeolltloo monttonod: At. 
ormoor.BodRhror.SS; At,orBoor.tboThrooForfcsof^ko THnitr. Itt; at. or noar. tho 
BraBoo,US:at.oriMar«tlioOolonido.llt: at. oraoar. tho8aalfarooo.6t: at.orBoar.tho 
Cibolo, Ms at. Or boot, tho Frio, 56; and at. or soar, tho Nuteoo. 124. A otroadF sarri- 
raotoboootabilahodatthoapporaottlomoBtooa Bod Rlror. Tho tmlmtnU 
tohodiTidodlBtotwobattallono. oao of whioh wao to oporato oaat of and tho othor 
of thoGolorada A ilMtary road waa to ho oaaitrmtod f^oi tho »oath of tho Xi»» 
mtia to tho poiat whoro tho rovnlar h%hwar f^aiSaa A a t oa l otPtho Pm idladoai^ 
Oraado aromd tho Mi 
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CHAPTER Xn. 




0>a>^T]|ONS on th« Indian frontier at the 
beginning of 1839 were particnlarlsr threat- 
enixrg. Since 1831 the United) Sitates gov- 
eininent had ptieadily pursued a policy of re- 
moving Indiana from their ancestral homes 
in the '' states '' to the districft beween the 
Arlianaas, Bed Riyer and the Falee Wash- 
ita along the boundary line of Texas and 
Mexico. It was estimated thaA in a short 
time there would be concentrated on the 
frontiers of Texas 210,000 of these Indiana, including 
about 45,000 warriors, some of whom would be certain to make 
thieving and murderous incursions unless prevented. 

The Texas Indianisp were restless audi mo6t of them hostile. 
It was believed that the aigricultufial tribes located in the 
eastern part of the Republic were co-operating with the prai- 
rie Indians, and it was known that some sort of conspiracy 
was being hatched between the Mexicans and Indians to make 
a more united and determined effort to prevent extension of 
the frontiers into the Lidian country and to retard settle- 
ment and, if possible, to make Texas untenable and undesir- 
able to its Anglo-American inhabitants. The Comancheswere 
at war with the. Lipans.and) Tonkawas. The latter circum- 
stance was a favorable one for the whites, as the Lipans and 
Tonkawas joined with them againsi; the Comanches — the Li- 
pane for the most part pitching their camps within the set"> 
tiements. 



; 
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And now we will chronicle iome of the events occurring 
in the coarse of border warfare history. The nfrrative of 
pathetic scenes immediately following are true as to details 
and not overdrawn as to ezltent of fiendish atrocity. The 
account of these atrocious crimes was prepared by S'ohn 
Henry Brown from data fumishedf by surviving participants 
and f inrt published in an issue of the old Texas Almanac 
more than half a century ago. We follow Brown in sub- 
stance : 

On the east side of the Brazos, near t^e ''Falls/' the Mor- 
gans and Marlins, somewhat intermarried, constitjuted sever- 
al families residing a few miles apart, some sibove and some 
a little below the site of the present town of Marlin. There 
was a considerable settlement along the riv^er for some 
twenty onales, but the country «beyond or above tbem wss 
open to the Indians. The period to which reference is made 
wss the winter of 1888-39. 

On Sundlay nigbt, the 1st day of Jaufuaiy, 1839, a part 
of the families of James Marlin and Mrs. Jones, and the 
family of Jaiekson Morgan, were together, passing the night 
with tbe family of George Morgan, at what is now called Mor- 
gan's Boint, mx miles above the town of Marlin. The remain- 
der of the divided families were at the house of John Marlin, 
seven miles lower dlown the liver. John and James Marlin 
were t>rothers; the others of that name were their children. 

A little after dark the bouse of Oeoi^ Morgan wss sud- 
denly surrouBded and attacked by Indians, who instantly 
rushed in upon the inmates, giving themf no time for defense. 
Old 1^. Oeoi^e Moi^gan and wife, their grsodson, Jackson 
Jones, Jackson Morgan's wife, and Mias Adeline M<arlin, a 
young lady of axteen, were all tomabawked Boi 8cali>ed in 
tike boose within the flpaee of a few nnuiuteto after the first 
alarm. Mias Stacy Ann Marlin (afterwards the wife of Wil* 
liam Morgan) was severely wounded and left for dead. Three 
ebiUken were ia the yard playing when the attack wm made. 
One of these, Isaac Harlin, ten years of age, secreted him- 
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•elf UDider tht fence, and there remAined tmtil the traeedgr was 
over. Another child, Weeley Jones, at oikee i«n into the 
hoQsei bnt seeing the Indian* enterin^^ and tomahawking the 
inmaten, ran out unobserved by the murderoas demons, and 
was followed by Mary Marlin, another child. They both es- 
caped together. The wojondod lady retaining eonsciousness, 
feigned death, but was not scalped as all the others were. 
The Indians robbed the house of its contents and left. Wihen 
they had) gone, and! silence again reigned, the heroic child 
first mentioned, Isaac Marlin — his name should be immortal*' 
ized — crept from his hiding-place, and entering the bouse 
carefully and ttlently, esamined the bodies to find which 
were dead. His wounded mrter, supposing* him* to be an In- 
dian^ remained perfectly motionlesB UBtil he had gone, wihen 
she crawled out of the hoose. Little Isaac then took the path 
leading to John Marlin's, and ran the entire distance, seven 
miles, very quickly, — a swift messenger of death 1K> his kin- 
dred there assembled. Wesley Jones and Mary Marlin did 
not get in till dayUgbt, and! the wounded Miss Marlin not 
till noon the next day. 

As soon as little lanac arrived at John Marlin Is house 
and narrated his pathetic story^ that gentleman, his brother, 
James, Williami N. P., and Wilson Marlon, Jack»>n and Geo. 
W. Morgan^ and) Albert O. Oholson, immediately hastened 
to the scene, andi found the facts identical with the child's 
DBoration. Other relief arrived next day, and the dead were 
consigned to tbeir graves amid the wailings of their grief- 
stricken relatives and friends. 



ATTACK ON MARLXN'8 HOUSE. 

Ten days later, the Indians, about seventy in num* 
ber attaeked the house of John Marlin and his son 
Benjamin (whose descendants still reside in Milam coun-« 
ty) and of Jarett Menefee and his son Thomas. This 
time the whites were better prepared for defense. Tht In- 
diaoB chsrged upon the four men, who made a stout and gal- 
lant fight) killing sevim Indians and wmxndiagothem wifHi^ 
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oat reeeiving any injury: tbemflelyefl. Tired of that kind of 
SMqition, the MTageB* mom withdrew, carryios off their dead 
and wounded. When» tiie attack was made, MeneCee'a negro 
man, '^Hisehej/' was at a short diataooe from the hooae, 
bnt failing to reach it in tiske, he left in dooble-qmck time 
for the aettlementa below, and made tweo^-f ive miks in 
pretty fair oaddle-horae time. ''Hinchey'' at once reported 
the attack, and a company was quickly gathered tx>gether, 
who kMrt no time in repairing to the asene of action, in order 
to relieye their besieged frienda, bat found the rednddne 
had retreated, aa before stated). 



I BETAMTV nOHT AMD DIRAT. 

It was determined, howeyer, after a discuaaion of the 
matter by those present, that they must puisue and) fight 
the Indians, or abandon their homes and fall back into the 
more settled parts of the country. They chose the former 
alternative, and made their dispositions accordingly, ^e ef 
feictiYc force available for purauiti waa -forty-eight men. 
Benjamin Bryant (of Bryant's Station, whose surviving fam- 
ily still reside in Milam county) was chosen to command. 

On the next morning Bryant's party took the trail of 
the enemy, and pursued, crossing the Brazos near Morgan's 
Point. On the west side they found a deserted camp with 
fresh signs, and about a mile tooit came upon a fresh tralL 
At the river they counted sixty-four fresh horse-tracks and 
a trail of foot Indians, which crossed the river. Seeing the 
prairie on fire below, they supposed it to be Marlin's house, 
and hastexied back, without finding the enemy, and then 
halted for the night. On the next morning, January 16, 
they started ovdt again, and found that the Indians had been 
Sili the deserted houses twoi miles above and plundered 
them. Thence they toavekdl up six miles to Morgan's Pokiit, 
and suddenly discovered the enemy in the open timber 
near a dry branch. The noted chief, Jose Maria, who was 
riding in front in perfect nonchalance, halted,slipped off his 
gloves, and, taking dtelibetate akn, fired at Joseph Boren, 
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irho was a few feet in adyaaoey cutting his coatt^leeve. Jose 
Maria then gave the signal for his men to fire, and the action 
comineniced. Bryant Oirdered a charge, which was gallantly 
made, though the captain received a woundl at the jsame in- 
stant, which accident called Ethan Stroud to the coznemand. 

The Indiams fired and fell back into the ravine. Simul- 
taneous with the charge, David W. Campbell fired at Jose 
Maria, the ball striking him on the toeast-tbone, but failing 
to dismount him. Albert O, Oholson then shot the chief's 
horse, which died in the ravine. The Tezans then charged 
up to the bend of the ravine and fired, when the Indians 
commenced retreatintr down the bed of the ravine towards a 
densely timbered bottom. Seeing this, a psrt of the whites 
rushed down below to cut ^em off. This caused the 
enemy to return to the first positjion and renew the defense, 
by which time, supposing the day to be won, our men had 
somewhat scattered and were acting esch for himself. The 
result was that when the enemy reopened the fire several 
were wounded, and confusion and disorder at once ensued. 
To remedy this, the men were ordered to retreat to another 
point some two hundred yards distant, in oideir to draw the 
Indians from their concealment. This unfortunate order, 
fxom the prevailing confusion, was understood by some of 
the men to be an uaqualified retreat. Panic seized some of 
them, which beings discovered by the wily Jose Maria, he 
gave the command and charged in full force, making the 
welkin ring with hideous and exultant yelk. Several of thS 
whites fell, and the rout now became general. Without or- 
der, in utter confusion, and each man acting for himself, 
Ihey were hotly pumued for four miles, their pursuero deal- 
ing death and carnage among them. 

In the disaster some acts were performed which deservie 
mention. David W. Gsmipbell, not at fimt observing the ve- 
treat, wa« about being surroiunded by the savages when the 
brave Captain Eli Chandler, already; mounted, rushed to his 
relief and took him up beUnd him. Young Jackson Powers, 
missing his horse, mounted on a pony behind Wilfiam M)c- 



880 BOBDXB WAX8 OF TBZA& 

Grew, hiB arm beia^ bxv>k€ii ai tb« same moment, ae he was 
xetreatixig. His brother William came vp at thdg momesti 
motmted on. a large horsoi and requested him to leave the 
pony and ride behind him. Poor fellow I he diemounted, but, 
from his broken arm and the rertleaanesB of the horae, he 
wag nnaUe to mount before tbe Indians had rushed up and 
tomahawked him, his bmother only leavini^ him just in time 
to save his own life, WiUdam N. P. Marlin, before the re- 
treat, was so aeverely woundt^d in the hip that be could not 
mount, and was about being^ left, when David Cobb ran up 
Md threw him on his horse amid a shower of balls and 
arrows. Wilsoen Reed, a daring fellow, ini the retreat was 
knocked from his hiorse by tb e pro jeetii^ limb of a tree, the 
enemy being close at hand, when he sang out in a half -mirth- 
ful tone, ''Ok, Losrd, bbys, Mary Ann is a widow 1" but 
some brave fellow piotaed him up and carried him safely off. 
The kNss of the whites in this fight was ten killed and five 
wounded^ The loss of the Indians was about the same 
number; but they were greatly elated by their suc- 
cess,* and became more daii ag than ever until checked 
by that stubborn and destructive engagement, known as 
*' Bird's Victory, '* in Bell county. 



FATE or THZ WBB8TEB FAMXLT. 

In January the family of James Webster and twelve 
men who were esconting them to their home in what is now 
Williamson county, were atjtacked by Comanehes on the San 
Oabrieb. The white men formed their wagons in a hol- 
low square, and fought from sunrise until 10 o'clock a. m., 
when the last of them were slain. Mrs. Webster and little 
daughter were made captives. She escaped with her child 
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ftieeriiy fiwo yean later, andl reached San Antonio a few 
days after the Council House figibt. 

Dnriiig January, Ben and Henry McCulloch, WilacMi 
Bandle, David Bienaoci! and John Waif en, aoeompainedl Igf 
thirty-sfivie Tonkaiiraa, defeMed a band af ComaiiBhes and 
WaeM on Peeieh Creek, in Gonzales eount|)r, killing fvn 
and wounding* a conaidierable number, the only Itom warn- 
tained by the attacking paily was one Tonkanum killed. 

In the same month a company of land locators re- 
treated fnom Uvalde Canyon to avoid beimg surrounded by 
Comaacbes who threatened to attack them. In doing so thcgr 
were oppoaed bgr a small parity of Indians etationed at the 
mouth of tbe gorge, but charged and routed them, killing 
three or four, and) retimed to San Antonio without loss. 



FAMOim BZBD OBBBX BATIUB. 

This bloodgr engagement ranks an one of the notoble Ifr* 
dian battles of Texas, and! may be well termed a model 
fight between Rangers and Comanches. The narrative 
which follows is (believed to be substantially correct, having 
been carefully prepared from statements and notes' fumifili- 
ed by participants and others of authority. 

On Sunday morning, May; 27, 1839, the intrepid Cap* 
tain John Bird, one of the early ranger chiefs of Texas, with 
a comi>any of 31 rangers, well mounted and equipped^ left 
Fort Milam! a/t the ''Falls" of l|he Brazos, on a scouting ex- 
pedition against the depredating bands of Indians who were 
constantly making forays ujpon the unprotected settlement* 
arouzkd Fort Griff m oui Little River, which was »t tiiat time 
on the extreme frontier of Texas in that directionn-thie Bry- 
ants, Marlins, Morgans and a few others on the Bnusos be- 
ing their nearest neighbors. Capt. Bird arrived at Fort Orif* 
fin at 1 o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, and at onee 
learned that Indians Usd been seen near the fort but a tern 
hours before his arrival. 

Without dismounting, the rangers proeeeded. Jle the 
poini wliere the Indsane had been seen. AS^ m hwrfpi 
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mareh of wme five wales qpoii ttte freshly mufie trail, ittej 
siKldenly eame uix>n 27 CoaMtncheiB, cUsmounted and huaj 
butchering baf£aIos. Ab the rangers chaiiged down upon t3ie 
nnfluspecting redskins they quickly mounted and fled in 
different diroctionSy tbe raagers following hard after the 
main body. After a flight of some three miles, the Indians 
again came together and f onmi2^: in balttto array, confrooited 
their pursuers, ready for a fight. The rangers aigainr charged 
upon th^em and after a sharp skirmisb put the Indiana to 
flight, pursuing them for several miles bat without again 
overtaking or engaging them. 

The lenemor hAvdng scatltered in various directions adod 
the 'hiort&e» of the rangero being considerably jaded, the 
chase was given up. But as the rangers were xetnmiDg to 
the forty and just as the^* were emerging fpom a skirt of tim- 
ber on the south side of a small streauL, smce called 
Birdb Creek, and at a point some seveo males northeafltf; of 
the presezut town of Belto(n, they were surprised and al- 
most surrounded by about forty Indians, who shot their 
anows at them fnoon every direction. The rangers dashed 
out of the ambusb and made for a ravine some 600 yMrdbin 
front, where, fortunately, there was a spzinig, which they 
succeeded in reaiehiog, despite the determined efforts made 
by the savages to out them off. The Indians now retired to 
the crest of a hill aibout 900 yards distant^, and where a 
'^eouncir of war" was held and '^signal amfokes"— ^the In- 
dian mode of telegraphing — ^sent up and answered from sev- 
eral directions. Tbe Uttle company of rangers mow well 
^hew the Indians would soon be reinforoed and thatt the red 
devils would then swoop down upon them in large numbers. 
Orders were gpven and preprations were hurriedly made to 
defend their position, and, if finally overpowered with num- 
bers, to sell their lives as dearly as possible-^hose mtusthave 
Veen critical momenrts. 

In about half an hour the rangers saw a large body of 
Biounted warriors rapidly approaching in the direction of their 
conf ederatjes, and in a few minirtes Jibe hall top seemed to be 
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liteiially aUve with paiiiited demons. Increased to about 300 
in immibeny and led ib(jr the noted Comanche war chief , Buf- 
falo Hump, the Indiana now arrayied themselves in imposing 
battle order, and with aomo aemiblanoe of moUtaiEy d&q[ylagr, 
while tjhe chief, bedecked with his immense and grotesque 
buffalo hido war bonnet surmounted with hfoms, xode up 
and down the Unea, givdng ordeis and defiantly {peaticuktt- 
ing and pointing towaxd the enemy. The Indians were con- 
fident of victoiyw The little band of rangers were oool and 
determined, but the odds were feorf uL 

Raising the Comanche war wboop all along their lines, 
the sayaga red warrioiB charged down upon the whites in 
the ravine, uttering the miost unearthly and exultant yells 
that ever greeted the ears of montals, andl at the same time 
pouring in a regfdar delude of arrows. The brave rangers 
were cool and steady and <gave them a most deadly rec^tion, 
causing a number to reel and tumble from their mounts, and 
the balance to retire to the hill top without carrying off 
their dead and wounded. Again the enemy charged, in bold 
order, this tame advancing to within fifty yards of the i«v- 
vine, but under the gaUin^ fire of the rangers, they were 
again forced to beat « retreat, leaving* a numiher of their 
braves upon the field. Once more, but somewhat less exul- 
tant, they were led in a dhnrge, to sustain loss and be forced 
back. 

HhvB ehargined and discomfited, the maddened red war- 
riors reitired in a bodiy from the hill top andl out of sight — 
to council and plan for another and more effective attack. 
Meanwhile the little band of dauntless rangers were bu^y, 
comforting their wounded, improving their position and pre- 
paring as best they oould for another onslaught, which they 
well knew would be made. 

Ere long the IndJans Stgain appeared, this time in two 
circling compaues^ and immediately hme down and afound 
in s fiercer attack upon the rangers than ever, ilihis time clos- 
ing in from' either side, determined to rout the Kttle company 
of whites from tbe&r positioa and to annihilate them at all 
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Ituaids. The strife now became fearful and deadly. Tlie 
gallant little traop of rangers in the rayine fooglut for life, 
and taxed their energies to the utmost. It w9b indeed) a ter- 
rible battle against fearful odd»— viotory trembled in the 
balanee — ^tjhe rangers despaired but were detemumed to fight 
till the last brea^Si. The red warriors were loudly exhorted, 
and repeatedly charged almost to the brink of the ravome, 
but were as often forced back by the deadly aim of the rang- 
er rifles. The field was an almost open prairie, with but lit- 
tle to shield! th« contending fees against the shower of ar- 
rows, and the leaden hail which were incessantly being sent. 
The noble Ca|)itain Bird was killed* early in the fight, and six 
other rangers were killed or wounded. The remainder, now 
reduced to only 25 in number, and exhausted by the fierce 
and protracted contest, seeoned doomed to almost certain des- 
truction, when bravo James Robinett, a young* German, and 
uiK>n whom the command now devolved, srwore to his com- 
rades that he would kill the cltief ini tho next charge, at the 
risk of his own Ufe. Bobinett had not lon|^ to wart before 
the Indians again charged, led by their brave chief. In his 
full war toggeiy, and mounted on a splendid American horse» 
he presented a conaspicuous mark. Takings deliberate aim 
Bobinett fired, and, true to his vow, succeeded! in killing the 
chief. Has lifeless body was immedia/tely surrounded by ten 
or a dozen braves, who bore it out of sight, leaving 
their now infuriated comrndes to avenge his death, and 
for a time the battle continuecl, to rsge, the rangers holdinig 
thi'ir position and successfully repulsing each furious assault 
Finally, night coming on, the savages sullenly retired 
to their hill tO(p positionr— having sustained! fearful loss in 
both men and horses — Nathaniel Brookshire in an official re- 
port of this affair. May 31, 1839, says the supposed num- 
ber of Indiajtw killed on the field was only thirty. Later evi- 
dence however proved that to be ineorroot. IShe nuniber sUia 
was not less than fifty waomors. The rangers lost five of their 
number killed— their lamented captain, and Privates Gales, 
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NaAh, Weav^r^ and one otjher whose name haa not been giv* 
«a— two or three woondbd. 

Exha aa t ed, and fearing the Indiaos lay in wait nearby, 
the rangeiiB remaaned nnder oover of the ravikiie till momingi 
when they mounted their horeea whieh had fortunately been 
aeeured and held in tlie ravin e^ and ventured forthi baataly; 
making their w»y iMok to Font Oriiffin. Tho atoory of Hie 
aanguinary eogagem/ent and the fate of their bravo oom* 
radea waa soon told. A runner waa aent to Fort Milam for 
reinforcements, and with a rough coffin whidh bad been piro- 
paredy the fresh force repaired to the battle-ground. Captain 
Bird and hia nniCortunaito comrades were placed in the huge, 
uncouth rcoaptocle and borne bade by a detacbment to tSie 
fort, wbere tliey were buried, wUle the main foroe took oip 
the trail of the enemy and followed in hot pursuit aa far aa 
'<Stam(pede Creek'' where, having halted for a abort reat, 
their ho»ea were stampeded about midioiglLt, leaving the 
rangers afoot, wbieh circumatanoe gave name to the stream. 

Old aettleva (tell of often visiting the scene of tke Birda 
Creek battle; of gathering flint arrow podnta, and of vienr- 
ing numerous bullet holes in the acattering trees. But 
the battle ground is now enclosed in a farm, and all evidence 
of the desperate struggle has long since disappeared, save 
the little spring in the ravine which still bubbles ifiorth its 
aweet, sparkling, waters, aa on that memorable May day aev* 
enty odd yeara ago, when it alaked the thirst of the besieged 
rangers and cooled the fevered brown and crisping lipa of 
their dying comradea — ^murmuring an eternal requiem to the 
memory of thoae who ao nobly perisihed to protect others and 
thua aid in adeeming a fair land from* aaivagery. The site 
of old Fort Griftki m yet known, but the exact resting plaoe 
of the branre Captain Bird and bia comrades haa been lost. 
A more patriotic duty could not be prefonnedl by the oitiaeiia 
of grand! old Bell county than to erect at acme point » aoit- 
able 9bMtt to the memory of tlieae Mien heioea. 
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HeOULIiOOEV FIAOH ORIIK nORT. 

About the first ol MarcE) immediately following the not- 
able ''cold flDap'"* ppevalenA thinougboiat aoutliwest Texas 
dnring tjhe latter half of February, 1839, Ben McCulloch and 
Henry E. McCulloch, with Wilaon Bandel, David Han- 
son, John D. Walfin, and thirty-five Tonkawa warriore— 
under the immediate command of their trusty old chief, ''Capt. 
Jim Kerr" (a name esmimed through friendship for pioneer 
Jamee Eerr of DeWitt Ookmy, in 1826), left the Tonkawa 
village at the junction of Peach and Sandy Creeks, some frf- 
teen* miles northeast of Gonzales, on a campaign tto. the moun- 
tains— hopini^ to find m a winter camp and posiubly rescue, 
tile Pulman children and Matilda Lockhart. 

In Hhe mornkigi of the second day out, and some twenty- 
five miles higher up on the head welers of Peacbl Creek, 
''they struck a fresh trail of foot Indians, bearing directly 
for Gonaales. This, of coiuiae, changed their plans. Duty 
to their threatened) neighbors demand)ed> that they should fol- 
low and break up thk invading party; for such inroads by 
foot Indians aknost invariably resulted in- the loss of numer- 
ous horses, and) one or more — alas I sometimes manyv— lives to 
the settlers." 

After a hastgr pursuit of threie or four hours, the inva- 
ders, a party of thirteen Waco and Comanche warriors, were 
sighted, but quickly disappeared into a dense thicket bor- 
dering a brandb. As a last resort to dislodge or enigage 
the enemy, the Tonkawa allies were stationed around the 
lower end of the thicket, with orders to intereept all retreat, 
while Ben and Heniy McCulloch, witjh Bandel and Hanson, 
ventured into the ambuscade. "Slowly they moved, observ- 
ing every precaution till, one by one, each of the four had 
killed an Indian, and two or three others were wounded." 



••This ddtmetiv* ilaet wu th« hMivlcst BBd moit proloncvd dvcr known In that 
pwtof th«eonnti7~coBtinvinff fortcnor tw«Iv«dayt, white th« lee and snow ihioldod 
inm tha son, lay opon tha sroaad for a mveh loncar parted. Qraat tratt wara horaft of 
linUba and topa hy tha taBmaata walsht of fee, and hottoow piwrttonaif opoa wara iteplr 
chakad to iapaaoahaity hy tha faUm timhvt. 
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Finally the eittnriTion emerged into the branch, and protect- 
ed flomewhat by iita banks, fled dowm and into a larger aikl 
almost impenetrable tiiicket. Tbxm foiled, and* night ecming 
on, the attack was not resumed. 

Thongh having loet ene of their eomrades in the figfhti 
the Tonkawas were elated over the vipctoiy, and after 
aealping the dead asid dydng Wacoe and Gomanehea, cntting 
off their handa^ feet, arms and tegs, and flieeeing strips of 
flesh from tbeir thigis and breast, they were ready and 
anxious to return to their village and engage in their usual 
cannibaRike and mystic war dance. This, of course, pre- 
vented further operations, and here the expeditiooi ended. 



COL. MOOEE'S BA^N BA&A FIGHT. 

Capt. John H. Moore, writing from* LeOrange, March 10, 
made the following official report* of a battle fought with 
the Comanches Feibruary IS-, 1839: 

''I herewith transmit the muster rolls of three volunteer 
C(mipanies which, in eomfonnity to the act of Congress au- 
thorizing tihe raising of volunteer companies for the protec- 
tion of the frontier, were organifised on the 25th of Janua- 
ry last, at the upper settlements of the Colorado and placed 
imder my command to proceed against the Comanches on 
our northwestern frontier. 

''From this plaee we proceeded on the morning of the 
26th directly up the Oolorado. On the 13th of February, 
our spies, who from the mouth of the Llano had been kept 
in advance, returned and reported that they had discovered 
an encampment or village of Comanches on a small 
stream called Spring Oeek, in the valley of the San Saba. 

''On the succeeding day we marched about an hour un- 
der cover of the tknber of the Colorado bottom. We then 
deposited our packs and baggage in a place of secmrity and 
proceeded onward, st&ll seeking the cover of the timber and 
valley, to a place about ten miles from the village, where 
we remained until after sunset. 

» Army Arckivw in Steto LlbnrT. 
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^'ikftw BigM, w« proceeded to within a mile of the yil- 
liffe^ ivhero w^ dtanoonted and tied out boiees ia a TaUegrt 
end baTing put «igbt lipaoa on horaebMk wkh Ofddn to 
■iMipede the enemy 'a cabaUado, proceeded on foot to wdtiiin 
three tinifedred jratda of the town, still keeping onr qpiea in 
advance. 

**Thc LaGrange company, under Oapt. Wm. M. Eaat- 
taidy formed the right wing, the Bastrop oomfpany, Capt. 
SDiitii«wicky lUie centre; and the Lipan'a, nndf^ Oaatro, their 
duef , tho left 

^'The attack was made after daybrei^ by oMarching 
Capt. Eairttand^ company in advanee, donni between the 
timber 'and the village (wfaioae skirts run parallel to eacih 
ather) for the pnirpoae of having the timber m our rear and 
driving the enemy towards the prairie. WiheQ; opposite 
the cenlre of the town we were discovered by the enemy, at 
wlueh moment I ordered a charge, which was promptly obey- 
ed and carried to near the centre of the viUaige, the men 
throwing open the doors of the vrigwams or pulUng them 
down and slaagbtering the enemy in their beds. 

*'It was now discovered that the opposite side, which had 
Been supposed to have opened to the level prairie, was bor- 
dered' by a meander of the bayou wliich formed a deep rut 
and secure place of retreat^ into which the savages had* fkd 
and in which they bad already rallied andf fonned for de- 
iense. At this time the darkness, which previously had 
leen such as barely to permit us to aim wifth toleraible ao- 
foracy, became greater in consequence of the smoke and, all 
snr f ireamis having i>een discharged, it ibecame necessary to 
letire for a momefot to reload and wait for the darkness to 
dispel, to enable us to renew the attack. The disorder 
wrhieh bad resulted* from< tbe tagemess of the men was 
soiother caoise which Tendered this mofvemeet necessary. 

^*We bad barely time to form and reload when the ene- 
mj charged us in front and on both f laclss to within a few 
steps, which attaoks were repeated* at short intervals until 10 
•lelock a. m., after which <the firing from the enen^r contin- 
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oed, but firom a oonsdderable distance. Ten mem were now 
diBpatebedl by way of the bayou to reconnoitre, who return- 
ed soon after and reported' the enemy very iramerous. We 
continued in onr position until half after 11 o'clock, wben 
the enemy ceased firing, at which time, havinig aibandoned 
the hope of being able wdth eo few men to force tbem from 
the atpcng position they occupied*, I ordered Utteors to be 
prepared for our wouudeid, and soon after retired' to the place 
at which we had left our horses. In fifteen or twen^ 
minutes after our arrival at this place we were surounded 
by a large body of the enemy, who I believe were between 
300 and 500 in number, who immediaitely opened a 
fire on us, but this was soon silenced, and a white 
flag (the same presented to them last summer ait the seat of 
government by the President, Sam Houston') approached, car- 
ried by a woman, accompanied by a man. A parley ensued 
in which she stated that they liad five white prisoners ; one 
a woman abont middle age, understood to have been captur- 
ed on the Brazos river; a girl about fifteeni years of age, 
supiKwed to be the daughter* of one of our company, An- 
drew Lockhart, captured on the Guadalupe ; the other three 
children, captured) at the same place a short time since. This 
informaticn, I believe, was given because they were under 
the impre€sion that we had some of their prisoners which 
th^ wished to exchange for, as some prisoners had been 
taken by the Lipans which they killed or otherwise disposed 
of without advice from me. They also made some statements 
relative to their great nunubers which were constantly increas- 
ing and the conopenation of the Shawnees who were near, to 
which was replied 'Our numbers are small; come on.' 

''The attack was not repeated. The number killed on 
the part of the enemy it wa9 impossible to know, but must 
have been very considerable. 

"Our men were furnished with about l^ree shots each, 
which, diuring the first attack upon the village, were dis- 
charged, with great accuracy at only a tew feet distance 

»]Utild« Loekhatt. 
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and in. many insUmees by plaeing the mu2zle Againat the ob- 
ject. Add to this their exposed pofiitiom ini their rq^etaiedl at- 
tackff upon ua and' the unerring aiccura^y of otir riflemen, 
justifiee the belief that their low must have been very ^eat. 
JjL supposing their loss to have been thirty or forty killed 
land fifty or tAxty wounded, 1 make am estamate much 
below what I believe to be correct. Loss on our side; killed, 
none ; mortally wounded, one— since died ; slightly wounded, 
rix. We also lost a eonsiderabie Aumiber of horses, in all — 
ineluding those which had< pcieviously died from various caus- 
es— forty -six. 

''One of ovr m>en, Mr. Wilson, £roa Lagrange, was aeei- 
deBtally wounded oui our way up and dispatched hamewapd 
with two men ; sinee di^. Our force in the engagement con- 
sisted ooaly of . sixty-thre^ white men and sixteen! Indians— to- 
tal, seventy-nine. 

''Taken by the Lipan Indians; ninty-thi%e konses «n4 
mules, only forty-eix of which have been received! here. 
Much credit is due to Captain W. M. Eastland, and! lieut. 
N. M. Baioi, of Ithe Bastrop company, and Adjutant Wm. 
Bugg, for strict and prompt obedieocc to orders and their 
general officer-like conduct, and to the men and< offioexs in 
general for their bravery on the field of battle and) their 
subordination and! good conduct." 



WJBDKB or OAPT. COLEMAN'S WIDOW AND OHILD- 
ESN— OOL. BUKLE80N ENOAOES THE INDIANS. 

Col. Burlesioni m an official report to Oen. Albert Sidney 
Johnstoai, writing from Bastrop county, says: "Immecti- 
ately after my return home, I was informed of a body of 
Indians having been seen in the Big Prairie on Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 22, fifteen or twenty miles from Bastrop, sujpposed to 
be Northern Indians — ^i. e. Caddos, Wacos and Keechies. On 
Monday following, about 10 o 'clock a. m., they attacked the 
house of the widow Coleman, twelve miles above Bastrop. 
They attempted to cut off a man and a hoy from the house, 
who were plowing in the field and who, at sight of them. 
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broke for ant adjoiiuiii^ tMcket mod made good their escape. 
In tile meantkae & party^ of the Indiaw fired «t Mrs. Oole- 
maoy i9bo was at woA in the gardeoi fifty paces distant 
from the house, and slightly wounded her in the neek with 
an arrow. She fled with all speed for the house andl wne- 
eeeded in reaehini^ it. At the tim« of her enterinip tbe 
house there was in the room* her oldest son, about twelve 
years of age, and three other small children. Wkh tiiie as- 
sistance of the boy, ahe was enabled to bar the door» The 
Indians followed her to the house andi forced the door open 
wide enough to admit a man. They were fired upon by the 
Itoy, who killed one dlead on the spot and is supposed to 
hare wounded another. In attempting to defend* the pa»- 
si^, the boy and Mrs. Qoleman were killed. The remain- 
ing three children, who were at the time in the 
retm, crawled under the bed. 

''The Indiana, hayinig receired' so warm a reception^ 
deaiisted. * • • (They sncceeded in cutting off a 'boy child 
from the house and carried him off captive) » 

''The Indians at the same time attaokedandl plundered 
the house of Dr. Roibertson, situaited aboiut two hundred 
yarda from the former. Fortunately, at the time the doc- 
tor's family was absent, or they would have shared 
the ^ate of Mrs. Colieanan, as there waa no white peraoti on 
the premises to give tiienu protection. T<he Indians took and 
carried off from the latter place one negro woman and four 
children, one old man, and a boy. 

"A party of fifty men from above Bastrop went im- 
mediately in pursuit and overtook them twenty-five miles 
north of the Colorado, where a skirmish took place. The 
Indians having advantaige of posi/tioii' caused the whites to 
fall back about three miles, with the loss of one man., at 
which plaee I fell in with thirty men. I immediaibeliy^ went 
in pursuit and overtook them ; in the meantime, the Indians 
having changed their ground for a more advanta«;eous po- 
sition. On diseovering me, they took a stand. I attacked 
them at about 1 o 'clock p. m. I ccmtinued to pick thenn off 
at every opportunity until dark. The old negro man was 
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found on the battle gioundl after night, mtb nine arrows 
«hot into him; ^apposed to have been left for dead. He aajre 
he aam aeveral Idlled'; saj thirty. From the quantity of 
blood seen on the groundy I am induced to believe Ibat the 
above number w not an over-estimate. Our low in the last 
aittack was two killed audi one wounded, who has sinee 
died. 

''I remained enoami>ed on the ground until next mora- 
ingy mki found) that the Inddans bad left several guns, 
bows amd arrowBy all their eamp equipments, one mule 
and several horses. 

''I ordered, without delay, Capt. BiUingsleyy witb 
thirty men, to follow on their trail , whidh he did three 
miles aoid fooind' that tbey had dispersed to avoid further 
punuit. 

^'Sioee the above took place there !bas been no more de* 
pcredatiooB eommitted on this frontier, ezeept b|y some 
thieving parties. It is confidently believed that the Indians 
will renew hostilities <m Una part of tlie frontier early this 
sprin^^. 

^'I lequest that those officers who have aeoeptedi their 
commwictis and who are destined to recruit for the First 
Regiment of Infemtiy West of the Brazos, to be sent to sneih 
points as in your judgtaient are most suitable for th&t pur- 
pose, until I shall come down to Houston, which will be in 
about three weeks." 



THE OOBDOVA REBELLION. 

Our histoirians hiave not attached due imiportance to the 
motiv€s of what they are wont to term this ''strange" out- 
break and the incidents of its quelling* Previous to 1836 
the town and County of Nacogdoches contained a majorily 
of Mexican citizens. These people had made small settle- 
ments in viarious jmrts of this then immense terri- 
tory. Her%, too, resided a large numiber of Cherokee and 
associate bandls of Indians, who properly belonged in the 
Indian Territory and under the jurisdiction of the United 
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States. They bad been pennitted, it seems, to occupy those 
laxids as tenanfts at will, but the Mezicaor Qoi^eniineiit while 
maintainfiiig' friendly and favorable relations with these In- 
dians, had studioiisly avoided gtranting them anything in 
the shape of title. 

Althongh Teoias had) declared her independence and 
bravely won her liberty on. the sangnmaoy field of San 
Jacinito ioa one of the most decisive battles of ancient or 
modem times — driving the enemy beyond) her tMxrders and 
conehidiin^ am honorable treaty of peaioe with the captive 
Qeneral and* President, Santa Anna — Mexico never willingly 
relinquished' claims to her lost province, and* for nearly a 
decade, dtoin^ which time tbe Lone Star Republic heroically 
maintained her pnoudi position as one of the pricwipalities of 
the world, a predatory and guerilla4ike warfare was kept 
up against the more exposed border settlements of Texas. 

One of the principal and most feasible schemes was to 
send emissaries through the country with instructions to 
aronse andl ioicite the Indians to hosltilities and open rejbel- 
lion. Yoiaknm says: ''Frevioius to the French attack at Vera 
Oruz, and the Civil war in Mexico^ that Government had 
commenced a Sjystem, which, if at had been carried out as 
was intended, would have been most disastrous to Teixas. Its 
object was to torn loose upon her all the Indian tribes up- 
on her borders, from the Rio Grade to Red River." Of 
these facts the Texas Government received undoubted evi- 
dence a IgMitle later as will be seen. 

At I>^acogdoches early in August, 1838, it wfis found 
thait a motley eompany of about 150 citizens, headed 
by Vincente Cordova an early, intelligent and some- 
what influential Mexican resident of the settlement, had 
secretly taken up anns toad encamped on tbe west bank of 
the Angelina. On learning these facts a proclamation was 
issued to the malcontents requiring them to return to their 
homes and lay down their arms, under the penalty of being 
deda^red enemies of the Republic. 

To this proelamation the rebel leaders made the foUow- 
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ing bold and defiant reply.— ''The citizeoB cf Nacogdoches, 
beixxg tired of the unjust toeatment^ and of the unaizrpatioa 
of thedr rights, can do no less than, state that th^ej are em- 
bodied, with, arms in their hands, to mstain those rights, 
and thoee of the ooatiosii to which they belaocT- They are 
ready to shed lihe last drop of their blood ; and declare as 
they have heretofore done, that tihey do not acknoivdedge 
the ezistiog laws, through which they are offered guaraoDrties 
(by the proolamiatioja) for their lives and propeitties. They 
only ask that you will noft molest their families, promising in 
good f ath to do the same in regard to yoors. 

Vincente Cordova, A. Cordoiva, 

Nat Mooris, O. Morales, 

J. Arroolia, Joshua Robertson, 

J. Viifecent MidiekLi, Juan Jose Rodrigues. 
J. Santos Coy, and others. 
August 10, 1838. 

By this time other Meomean adherents with some 300 
Indians and negroes had joined the enemy, augment- 
ing their force to about six hundred, when they seit out on 
their maroh, in the direction of the Cherokee nation. Miean- 
time General Rusk had made an urgent and kmnediate 
requisition for men and a considerable force of volunteers 
was soon collected. Directing Major Augustin with 150 men 
to follow the trail, Oen. Rusk with the main force marched 
rapidly, land more direct to the headquarters of Chief Bowles, 
ex]»ecting to intercepft and engage the enemy at that 
point, ^t the enemy had warning, no doubt, of these 
movements, and on arriving at the Saline it was found they 
had disbanded and dispersed, the insurgent leader and a 
few of his followers having hastily fled westward, to the 
wild tribes of the upper Trinity and Brazos, where they re- 
mained until the following spring, visiting and mingling 
with these several tribes and endeavoring with presents and 
promises to incite thiem to open hostilities, and encourage- 
ing them to wage a relentless war of extermination against 
thie Texans; to bum their houses, kill their cattle, steal 
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thjdr horses and to lay waste the settlements; and for all 
of wbich, besides the spoils, they were promised aid and 
protection from the Mexican Gkyvemmient and fee simple 
righta for all time to come fo the respective territories 
they then occupied. At the same time a regular cor- 
respondence was carried on through secret agents and 
discrete me^senigeFS with Commandant Canalizo as well as 
Manuel Floreeh-^barged with diplofmAtic duties towards the 
Indians of Texas — at Mataknoras, and pHians were beinig dis- 
cussed BJMd perfected for carrying out the devilish designs of 
a concerted and general' border warfare of rapine and 
murder against the settlers of Texas. To this end and look- 
ing to a better and more deif inite understandon^ and ar- 
rangement of plans, Cordova urged a^^enit Flores ito meet and 
ootnfer with him at his redezvous in tbe Indian country. 



OOBDOVA'S DEFEAT. 

Early in 1839 Oen. Canalizo succeeded Gen. Filisola as 
commander at Matamoras. 

Wishing to confer with the new military chief, Vincente 
Cordova left his lair on the upper Triltity in Mainch and 
started for the Bio Qrande, accompanied by a force of 
seventy-five men — Mexicans, Indians, and negroes. 

His camp wsts discovered at the foot of the mcyunitaaiiB 
north of, and not far from Austin, and the news was cour 
veyed to Col. Burleson at Bastrop. 

At the head of eighty men, he went ini pnrsait and 
overtook the enemy on the 29th in «n ofpen bodjy iof post- 
oaks about six miles southeast of Seguin and dismounted 
tt portion of his men, who opened fire from behind trees. 
Cordova formed his f oUpwerSy also using trees for protection 
and sought to stimulate them to determined and successful 
resistance. They stood their ground for awhile, although 
the Texans moved nearer and neaner to them, pouring* in 
a steady and telling rifle-fire, but broke into pieces and fled 
wheuf Burleson's Colorado volunteers leaped into the open 
and charged among them. The pursuit that foUowed ex- 
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tended to the dense jungileft of Gtiadnaliipe botttom, wliere it 
W9S dJaeontinued as itiwiliglhi deep^ied into diark. 

Bnrieeon su£feredl no Iosb in kiUed, but several of Im 
men were woninded. After the fight, he nK>yed six mileB up 
to Seguin, to protect the tew familia» living there. 

Cordova retreated during tbo night. Starting east oi 
Seguin he moved northiward ae far as Iftie present town of 
New Brauniels, croscted the Guadalupe, andi theni bore to 
the north andi passed north of San Antonio t0i the Nueees 
where pureruit of hum was abandoned by^ Capt. Mattbew 
Caldwell and his company of rangers and! a texw citizen vol- 
unteers who had picked up his trail. Prior to the chase, 
Caldwell's rangers were scattered in several camps, scouting. 
Cordova came upon one of these detachments north of Se- 
guin, and wounded three men — ^a circumstance that was im- 
mediately reported to Caldwell who concentrated his forces 
and went in pcmsfuit. 

Ignorant of what had transpired and desirous to meet 
and confer with Cordova, wherever he might be found — on 
the upper Brazos, Trinity or elsewhere^— Manuel Plores, with 
an escort of about thirty Mexicans and Indians, supplies, am- 
mundtion, and official communications to, and) instructions for 
contemplated Indian allies, set forth from Matamoras in the 
latter part of April and traiveleld into Texas along a route 
different from that of Cordova's retreat and hence^ missed 
him and got into a trap. 

He traveled slowly, crossed the road between San An- 
tonio and Seguin, May 14 ; crossed the Guadalupe at the old 
Nacogdoches ford (at the site now occupied by New Brmon- 
f els) May 15, and proceeded to a point on the Sani Gabriel, 
in the edge of Williamson^ county, north of where the town 
of Austin was established later in the year, andi was attacked 
there and killed and his force defeated and scattered. Two 
of his men were killed and nearly all of those who escaped 
were wounded. 

He displayed great coolness and braivery in the skisnih 
ish however, and fell sword in hand, while trying to en- 
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comamge hiiB m«D td staM. to ttieir (arms. 

Prior to the engogemenft with Cordova, Maj. Walteors 
waa directed to raise two companiea of (siz monith's men and 
occupy the Neches Saline so as to prevent eomtnnTiication be- 
twoen the Chemfeees and prairie IndJaos and' afford protec- 
tion to settlers. The Saline was claimed as pert of the proi>- 
erty of the Gberokees. CMef Bowles notified Maj. Walters 
that its occupancy would be resisted by force of arma. That 
officer, acting on the advice of the Texas Indiani a^enty Mar- 
tin Lacy, dad not make the attempt and crossed to the west 
bank of the Nedhes and established a camp. 

The facts were oommunicated to Gen. Albert Sfidney 
Johnston, Secretary of War; and to be prepared for any 
emergency, be direotedi Col. Burleson, who was collecting a 
force on the Colorado to operate a^^n^Pt other Indians, to 
march lower down and ihokl himself in readiness to enter the 
Cherokee country on the shortest notice. 



EXPULSION OF THE CHEROKEES 

In May, President Lamar addressed a letter to Chief 
Bowles in whaob (he saidi that the HoustonrForbes treaty 
had never been recogndzed and never would be, and that 
there sbould be no division of sovereignity in Texas. He said 
that whatever equitalbUe claims the Cherokees may have 
ever possessed had been efifaced by murders and robberies, 
by fumdfidiing arms and supplies to prairie Indians, and by 
the treacherous and) nLurderous coalition entered into with 
Cordova and other ememies of Texas. Alluding to Bowles' ac- 
tion with regand to Maj. Walters, the said that officer had 
been ordered again to take the post at Saline. Continue- 
ing, he said: **I deem it to be my duty • • to tell you • • 
that the Cberobees are i>ermitted at present to remain 
where they are only because this govemnuEut is lookdng for- 
ward to the time wfhen some peaceable arrangement can be 
made for their removal without shedding blood; but that this 
final removal ds contemplated- is certain, andi thaft it will be 
effected is equally so. Whether it will be done by friendly 
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negotations or by the violence of war, must depend upon the 
Gherokees themfielves. If they remain at hoane quieftly and 
inoffensivelyi without murderinig our peopk, ^stealing their 
property or giving succor and protection to our •enemies^ tibe^ 
will be permitted to remain in the und&sturbed enjoyment of 
their present possessions until Congress sball be able to (ouike 
some final arrangements satisfaotory to both parties for 
their return to their own tribe beyond Red River. But 
if, listening to the miggestiomis of bad men, equally the ene- 
mies of the red man and the> white, they shall pursue such 
a course of conduct as to jeopardize the lives and property 
of our citizens, or to destroy the seoise of seeurity essential 
to the happiness and prosperity of our frontier, the inevit- 
alble con^sequenoe will be prompt and sanguinary wiar which 
can terminate only in their destruction or expulskm. ' ' 

He urged ijbesxi to show that they were friends and wait 
until the next Congress meit and he would^ ask it to act so 
liberally to^'ard' them, aa to leave the Gherokees and white 
people lnstiin<g friends. Continueing he said: 

**If we were to give you a" you aski — if this govern- 
ment were to aeknewledge you as a free, sovereign and in- 
dependent ^wer to the fullest exteoit — ^your ^ond&tion would 
riol be the least imiprovedj by it. You could not live in peace 
with our people. You would be subject to perpetual and un- 
avoidable annoyance and) would have fxnaHy to sell out and 
leave the coufDitry. Surrounded, as you soon would) be, by a 
fetrong population and dfldly harassed by bad men ever ready 
to take advamta^e of your ignorance or weakness, wlhat se- 
curity would you have for any of your rights? What redress 
of wroiig?? There would be nose except the honor of this 
government. You would be powerless and have to rely up- 
on the magnanimity of Congress. Then, why mot rely uposi 
it noyrl This government has no deedre to wrong the In- 
dian, or shed) his blood; but, it will not hesitate to adopt 
the most vigorous aad dedsive measures for <the defewe of 
its lights and the protectkxQ of its owvk people/' 

After several papers capthired from FVores were laid 
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before the PreBident and his eabinet, steps were takea to 
compel the departure of the Cherokees from Texas, with 
the least possible delay. 

The Houston Telegraph of June 19, contained an editorial 
saying that the time had) arrived for severe chafitisesnen^ of 
the Indians who had lurked ^'like spirits of darkiiess on the 
borders'' aoid' who had ''construed forbearance iiutxx weak- 
ness and indulgence iofto timidity." After lalluding to the 
Houston-Forbes treaty of 1836 with the Cherokees, the ar- 
ticle eosntinaes: 

''We have neither time nor patience to discuss that 
treaty. It has never been ratified — ^has received no sanc- 
tion except from the inexplicable fatuity of the commis- 
sioners who made it. Tb confirm it now would! inflict irre- 
parable injury upon Texas, and i>ositive, palpable injustice 
on many of her citizens. The proposition is therefore idle. 

(<• • »p}|^ Cherokees are, and always were, unwelcome 
intruders tasmong us. If they wiU not return. i>eaceaibly to 
their original tribe, it will become our duty — ^now that their 
gtealthy mHchinations with Mexico have been.f ully dSsoovered, 
to compel thtfir retirement and perpetual alienation from 
the country • • • . , 

"The Cherokees have long been a source of inquietude 
and dLsrtruat to our eastern brethren. During the invasion 
of '36, the proximity of those wily salvages to his homestead 
restrained many a strong hearted Red Landler from the field 
of battle, and kept b&m an idle anld unwilling spectator of 
his country's atrugf^le. Their insidious connection with BCex- 
ico, anidi their secret inrtrigues witb the paltry tribes of the 
prairies, bave already cost us nmch blood and suffierdng 
* * ^. There shouldl ibe an end put to these things.'' 

Col. Burleson was ordered to increase his force to 400 
men and to march into the Cherokee country, which he did, 
crossing to the east side of the Necbes Jnly 14, where he was 
joSmd by tbe regiment of GoL LaadnHn, eoanpased) of toIuh- 
teers from Harrison, Shelby, Sabhis and San Augustine 
countie85 Oen Busk was alreadjjr mi tbe gvaond sritb tils 
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Naeogdoehes regiment and eneamped near the Cherokee vil- 
lage. 

Douglaw defipatehed Capt. Ehnt^ro's company of San 
Auguatine voluniteers to the village of the Shawnees to de- 
mand the sUmenid^ of their gnn-locke to enforce neutrality. 
They were promptly delivered. 

Viee-Presideiit, David 6. Burnet, Thomas J. Rusk, J. W. 
!Burton, James S. Mayfield axkd Secretary of War, Qem Al- 
bert Sidney Johncrbon (the latter of whom was appointed at 
the instamee of Bowles), as commissioners for Texas, were 
for several days previous to July 15 engaged' m conferences 
with the Cherokee cbSefis, trying to effect an amicaible agi«e- 
meot.* They had b^n kistrueted to allow a fair compensa- 
tion for improvements, payvnent to be made partly in money 
and partly in goods; but were not authorized ito stiptukkte 
for payment of the Cherokees for their landis. 

At nooni Jnly 15, the commissioners came inAo camp and 
announced their failure to negotiate a settlement. 

The troops were immediately put ini motioni and pro- 
ceeded to the Cherokee village, under instructions not to fire 
until the Indians had been summoned' to accept the terms of 
the goveraunent. 

It was found that the Cherokees had retreated some 
hours before to a strong position near a Delaware village, 
five or six miles dsstanit. 

The Texas army followed them. The Indians opened fire. 
The engagement began late in the afternoon. The Indians 
were beaten. 

Another battle followed the| niext day near the N^eches, 
in which the Indians were hopelessly defeated and Chief 
Bowles* was killed. The Cherokees fled from the country 

»Off ieial report of Secretary of War. 

W If BovIm was the eon of a Sooteh father and Indian nother. He was a man of va- 
luraal eacadty. It ii eaid that he advleed the ladiaae to aeeept the best tenne they ooaM 
vet from the whites, but they refoaed to be guided by his adTlee, whe r e up on he toM tiMm 
that he would live or die for them as fortune might detenninei and exhorted them to light 
braToly. During the last battle he could be repeatedly heard encouraging them* and more 
than once urging them to charge. 



BOBDEK WARS OF TEXAS. 301 

after these affairs. Parties of fhem returned from time to 
time afterwards and committed murders and depredations 
alone or in eonjunetion with other Indians. Thomas J. 
Rusk and James S. Majfield, as commissioners, entered into 
an agreement under which the Shawnees accepted terms of 
the government and left the country. 

hk the battle with the Cherokees at the Delaware village, 
Vice-Preeidenit Burnet, Adjutant Oeneral McLeod, Oeneral 
Jdmston, and Major David S. Eau£man were among the 
wounded. 

Brig. Gkn. E. H. Douglass, commanding the Texas aimjr 
under date of ''Headlquartcrs, Gemp Carter, 16th of July, 
1839, '' made 'the following official rei>ort tot Geo. A. Sidney 
Johnston, Secretary of War: 

''On yesterdttyi, the neigotiations on the part of the com- 
missioners having failed^ under your orders the wfhole force 
was put in motion towards the encampment of Bowles on 
the Neches. Col. Landmm crossed on the wesit aide of thie 
Neches and up the river. The regiments undier Col. Burle- 
son and Rusk moved directly to the camp of Bowles, on 
reaching which it was fbundi to be abandoned. TSieir trail 
was ascertained, and a rapid punsuit made. Abaut six miles 
above their encampment, in the vicinity of 'the Delaware vil- 
lage, at tne bead of a prairie, they were diseovieined by ibhe 
spy company under Capt. Carter and a detachment of albout 
twenty ^five fpomi Capt. Todd% company led by Oen. Rusk. 
The enemy deployed from the i>oint of a hiU. Gen. Rusk 
motioned for them to come on. They advanced and fired 
four or five times and immediately occupiedl a thicket and 
ravine on the left. As we advanced, the lines were imme- 
dialtely formed and the action became general. The ravine 
was instantly ehatnged) and flanked en the left by Col. BurW- 
son with a part of his regiment. The rest of Col. Burleson's 
negune>nt wias led' by Lieut. Col. Woodlief; a portion of Oen. 
Rusk's regiment charging at the same time, and another 
portion took position on a point or hill to the right and 
drove a party, who attempted to flank us, fncon that quarter 
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— thuft instantly driviiLg the «iieiny f rom.the ravine and thick- 
et) leavitig e^hteen dead on the field that have been found 
andi carrying off, as nsrual, their t^oundied' bb was seen, by 
many of our men. Our loss in the enga/Kement was two killed, 
one wounded mortally, and five slightly. 

**Col. Landrum was not able, having so nmch fuiither to 
malreh, to participate ini the eBgngemenlt, but had beMi or- 
dered to join us this morning. All behaved so gallantly, it 
would be ihvidioufi to part&culariee. The action eottuneboed 
about half an hour before sundown, which prevented a puiv 
fiUit. Most of tbeir buiggage waa captured*; five ke|^ of 
powdier, 250 libs, of lead, many horses, caittl^, com a2Ml other 
pr«ij>erty." 

The action of July 16, began by Capt. Carter's spycOtt- 
pany ibeing iCired ui>on. Col, Burleson, with the comiMiniea 
of Capts. Jordan and Howard of his regimeiit, advanced 
briskly to tlue sup|M>rt of Garter and dnove tlie cnen^'s force 
in front to a ravine and thicket where the miaki body of the 
Cherokees were posted in a very strong positdonw Burleson's 
lofis was one man killedl and) seven horses wounded. 

Col. Rusk, leading the edmpanies of Capts. Tipp and 
Todd, and followed by the aecood) battalion of im regiikneiit 
(coaupanies ol Csjpts. R. W. and Madison Sknithi) under lit. 
Col. James Smith, moved up to the support of Burleson 
and took posdtion. as the center of the Texaa line. Buniesoti 
obliqued to the left and engaged the enemy's right. Capts, 
Lewis and) Ownsby of the other battalion of Burleson 'a reg^ 
itnent moved to the right of Rusk and in front of the ene- 
my '» left wing. 

Spirited firing continued for am hour and a half — ^the 
Cherokees eviden.tly making a serious effort for victory. 
Then Gen. DougtewB ordered a simultaneousi charge, which 
waa gallantly e(xeeuted. The enemy wer^ driven with 
slaughter for half a mile and took refuge in a swamp in the 
NIeches bottom. They wero agaim' charged, Lt Col. Wood- 
lief leading tbe rights Rusk the center and Burleson the 
left* This time they offered no oppositoon, bult broke and 
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TBo, in every direetion away from their aflsailaiKfcs. Gen. Doug- 
laas then halted hi^ men and ardietred' tthiem to oolleet the 
w^oundeid and* form on high ground. According to has esti- 
mate, tthe Cherokeiei force consisted of 700 or 800 tratriors. 
Their own report placed their lom in killed alid wonndied at 
100^ The Texan loss was two killed and thirty t^ounded. — 
three mortaliy : Maj. H. W. Angustin, Jno. S. Thompton, and 
Jivo. Ewicg. 

Oen. DougliajM says that Capt. Jordan was woanded eatfly 
in the aetioni aoid, while he was on the ground, contkraed to 
eam&nand his men. The General fiavorably mevrtions I>rB. 
Booker, Brown and Torwers and the other surgeon£(, C&itMt. 
Smith, Ldeut. Corbin, Adjutant General McLeod', Brigadier 
General Smvely, vohiniteer aides Davis and Morbett and Maj. 
Storgifis and Capts. Milroy amd Patton of his staff, and 
others. 

He says, ''Rusk and Burlesooi behavedi with thai gal- 
lantry and coolness that has so often distinguished them on 
the field of battle in Texas." 

Also: "IiDportant benefits are likeiwise aeknowledged 
to have been deriyed from the active exerti<ons of the Seere- 
tary of War and Vise-President, who were on the field in 
both engagements, and behaved in such <a manner as reflect- 
ed credit upon .themselves." 

On the morning of the 18th, the woundedi were coor 
veyed to Fort Laonar by Capt. Todd* in conunend of a deftadl 
of eightgr men. 

The TexA9 army remained in camp for two daysi — until 
joined by the force under Col. Landrum which had been ad- 
vancing up the eafit side of the Neches. 

On the 21st ihe army w^nt in pursuit of the enemy. 

!Gen. Douglass says: ''The trail of the Indians bore 
westward to the headwaters of the Sajbine, whfich was fol- 
lofwed and brought us aibiout 4 o'clock im the eveninf^ to 
some Indian huts and cornfields. Several villa,ges and sev- 
eral hundared acres of com were discovered. We encamped 
at one of them — destroyed thevr houses and cut down their 
com. 
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^'This devastalting march wan continiaed up to the 25thy 
uDtU tbe entire Chenokee country hctd beeni traveised and 
ladiaiL trails had di6api>eared. Houses were bnnnt sod crope 
aad improvcmeiiits deatroyed every day until none remained. 
All cattle and) other stx>ek .were appropriated. 

^'On the 25th orders were ifisuedi for the cotnpaaiies to be 
marched hoone by different routes and mustered out of ser- 
vice, which was done. " 



UOHTS OF THE 0HEB0XEE8— THE INORATITUDE OF 

▲ BEPUBUC. 

Yoakum's view that the Cherokee^ had a stroDig eijufita- 
bie, if not legal, title to the lands they .claimed; that the Con- 
sultaticD) was a private opgianic body that had the right and 
power tto issue the solemn decree it did ; and to authorize the 
negotiatiioni of the treaty entered into by Houston and 
Forbes by direction of the Provisional Government of Texas; 
and that the white people were the first to break the tems 
of the solenm compact entered into with the Indians, is sus- 
tained by the faots of history. 

But a breach had been created that it was impossible to 
bridge, as mutual confidence had been destroyed. The 
people at 'large regarded the Chierokees as enemies, and 
a greedy element hungered for their lands. Reflecting 
public sentiment, the Texas Senate rejected the Houston- 
Fortes treaty. 

President Houston believed that the Cherokees were being 
made the vietims of « eruei combination of circumstances, 
and made a noble but unavailing effort to save them. 

It is not only possible, but probable, that, if the declara- 
tion of the Consultation and the treaty bad been lived urp to 
in letter and spirit by the people and goverament of Texas, 
the Cherokees would have proven faithful allies. 

The action of the Consultation and the treaty if adhered 
to, would have cured its defects and given them defense and 
inviolable territory. Both were repudiated. 
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LOCATINO THE CAPITAL AT AUSTIN. 

By Oetober lat, the seat of government was ti^nafered 
to Anstin. President Lamar and cabinet traveled overland 
Crom Honston. They were mei onftside tbe town and es- 
corted in by a delegation of citizens, who gave a banquet 
And ball in their honor. Public bnildinigs, inclndflnig a wooden 
onenstory eapdtol sdrtnated where the ciity hall nocw stands, had 
been erected daring the summer. 

The site of Auafcrn was selected by Albert C. Horton, 
Louis P. Cook, Isatae W. Bunton, William Menefee and J. 
Campbell, commissioners appointed under the aict of January 
14, 1839. Thedr action was bitterly criticised' by those op- 
posed -to Laaniar's administration, and enthusoastioally support- 
ed by his adherents land all who favored the policy of driv- 
ing the Indians westward as rapidly as possible and shoving 
the fronrtier line forwiaidi in th^ir wake. A prime object was 
to open lands for safe settlement by immigrants and other 
homeseekers. 

At that time Austin was on the extreme frontier. The 
nearest seMlememt on tbe west was San Antonio, about eighlty 
miles away. **To Lavsaca Bay, one hundred and fiflty 
miles distant, the only settlements were Gonzales and Vic- 
toria. To Houston, «a distanee of nearly two hundred miles, 
the only settlements were about Washington.'' To the set- 
tleonents on Red River, nearly four hundred miles distant, 
was a region unoocupied> saAre by roving and murderous 
bands of Lidians. 



OAPT. HOWARD'S SKIRMISH. 

Port Burleeon, Oct. 26, 1839. 
To the Hon. A. Sidney Johntoon, Sec. of War: 

Sir — ^I havie the honor to report that on the mominig of 
ibe 26th imit, bie(few>eien San Gabriel and Little River, us I was 
riding accompanied by one of my command, about one 
qmrter of a mile in advance of the wagons and their guard, 
I d9!8covered « nnonlber of Indians at a disbaneey and lettwimg 
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a man to watch their movements and end^ayor 1x> asceitfaam 
their numbers, I joined my eompany to put them in a posi- 
tion for a/ttsiek or defense, as cireumatances might require. 
TThe Bcout eamie in and reported about 140 Indians. I 
then took a position in ain island of timber, forming a breast- 
work with the wagons, which I had hardly completed when 
the en«my came upon us. There were from 15 to 30 riding 
arousid, and' as I thiought, endeavoring to drsuw nue fronv my 
position. 

Finding that impossible, they drew off to a point of tim- 
ber about 250 yards distant. In order to ascertain their 
numbers with more certainty, I mounted and rode in their 
direction, whjeai they withdrew in*^o t'l-e prairie. As I found 
that their fence did not exceed 20, andi some of them had 
previously rode off in a different direction (prohwbly to ob- 
tain peinforcements), I took up the Une of march for the 
Falls, after instrueting Capt. Moore and Lit. lierwis thalt I 
would endesivor to provoke them to an attaick, and to hold 
themselves in* readii>ess. I being the best mounted, pursued 
the Indians alone. On reaching the summit of a hill in this 
prairie, I discovered them in advanee. They immediately 
turned' and gave chase, hoping to out me o£f before I could 
reach my force. I led< them baek towards the wtagons, and 
on their arrivin;g within 200 yardis, Lt. Lewis and twelve men 
met me; we then charged them, (leaving Capt. Mooiie andtiis 
betance of the men to guard the wagons) and a skirmish en- 
sued which lasted elboiut fifteen minutes, when they retreated, 
leaving three mien land three horses dead upon the field, be- 
sides several who rode off evidently wounded. The state of 
our horses was laueh that I could not pursue them, as they 
were mostly moimted on fine American horses, and having 
seen a very Irarge trail near Brushy the dny before, I 
thooglbt it ODlost pmident to proceed on my route. We sas- 
tained> no injury, witb the exception of one horse, which 
w«« badly wounded and/ left behind. I arri^ved here on Mon* 
day the 28th without fdrther interruption, but from the var- 
ions traik (md sifus, I asn convineed there is a large lioree* 
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hov«riiig obou/t the roed from this place to Aaistm. 

Lt. Alexander and sev«eral of 'the men are dxxwia with 
the fever, there is mo siu^eon within sevenfty m^iks of the 
post, and no medicines on hand. 

I have tho honor to be very respectfully) your obedient 
aerviant. Geo. T. Howard, Comd'g Boert. 

—Anstan City Gazette, Nov. 6, 1839. 



INDIAN TROUBLES NBAR THE NEW CAPITAL. 

Daring the f<all of 1839, a young negro man owned by 
Hamilton White was killed oud sealped by Indians in Wal- 
not Creek bottom a/bout $bs, miles from Austin. White bad 
a contract to deliver kcmber at Austin, and started the ne- 
gro for that place with a wiagon load of lumbeir and $300.00 
in money. The night bedSore he was killed, the negro stopped 
with has team at Reuben Hiomsby 's. In the morning he said 
that he was tt£ra&d to go on to Austin, as it wasknowmithat 
hostile Indians were dm the vicinity. Mr. Hiomsby todd hiim 
that he had better wiait uoKtil he could get company. The dar- 
key, replied that Mr. White expected him to reach town by a 
eeitain time, «nd he would h^ve to take chances. He accord- 
ingly set foiward, with the result stated. 

The ''iWlegraph,'' published at Houston, says in its issue 
of Dec. 18, 1839: 

''The combined tribes of the Lipens and Tonkaiways 
we]% at Aostizk on the llith inst. They iwere to accompany 
CSol. Burleson on the expedition into the Comanche country. 
About 300 troops under this officer and 200 of the Indians 
were to leave the encampment near Aftistin on or about the 
13th inst. for this purpose. 

''The object of the e^edition as to force the Oomanches 
from the section of ooontiy near the San Saiba and to es* 
tablish a Une of Mock houses from the Colorado to the Sed 
Biver. These block houses, when erected and garriaonsd, it 
is believed, wvll effectually shut out the prairie IndiaiMi fnna. 
the country, and remove the frontier from 100 to 200 miles 
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fartber nortti'wajnd. Bj. this means an inuiiedise tract, th« 
BMMrt fertile and healthy section of Teaas, will be opened to 
tlie enterprising^ immigrants who are crowding* kito the 
country. The section of cotintrj to be thns wreeitedl from 
these atLYB^e hordes, is ezoeedimgly yaihxabley from: lihe faet 
that it is peculiarly adapted to the cnltnre of wheat and 
other staples of the middle states of the Americani Union." 



BURLESON'S ATTACK ON MIORATINO CHEROKEES— 
DEATH OF "THE BOWL" AND ''THE EGO." 

The year cltosed wdth an engagement on Chrwtmas day 
with la considerable body of Cherokees who were trying to 
make their way across Texas into Mexico by travetimg north of 
the settlements. They were led by John Bowles, son of 
Ood. Bowles, or ''The Bowl," as he w»b caUed by the tribe, 
(the deceased chief wfhio was killed in one of the battles 
fought wlien the Oherokees were expelled from East Texas 
in July), and another chief called "The Egg.'* 

Col. Edward Burleson, of the aimy, in comomand of a 
body of rcfMans, a fe>w ^nolunteers and Lipan and Tonkawa 
scocdB was making a winter campeign between the tipper 
Colorado and Braaos riivers. 

During the a)Kemoon of December 23, when he was about 
twenty-fiye miles ea^ of Pec«tn bayou, hie seomts neponted 
that they had discoTcred a large trail of horses and cavttle 
bearing south, in the direcliion of lihe Colorado river. 

The trail wias followed an^ some time in the adSteraoon of 
December 25, Cofl. Burleson and his men crossed to the west 
side of the riveir and approached within a short distance of 
the camip of John Bowles and "The ^g^^ before beiii^ das- 
ooyered. 

Burleson desired the Indians to surrender. They senit a 
messenger to hkn tx> parley and at the same time a par^ of 
them moved to his rear and took position in a mvine. Con- 
cluding that Idiey were merely endeavoring to secure time to 
attack his force tx> beelt advantage, he detained the Indian 
messenger and gave orders under which his men began to de- 
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ploy in fimoh a manner as to be able to asaail the enemj both 
in front and flank. 

Correctly mterpreting whtit was traiu9i)irinig, the Indiana 
in the ravine 0]>ened fire, instantly kiUimg^ Capft. Lynch and 
wonndsaig eeverial of tbe whites. The fire waa retnrniedi by 
Company B, which immediately c'hargedi nnder Capt. Clen 
denin, and) drove the savages out of the navine andl back 
upon the main force. At the same time the rest of Burle- 
son's force charged the warriors under Bowles and *'The 
Egg." Both of the chiefs and five other Indians were 
killed. The conflict was brief, the Cherokees breaking be- 
fore the impetuous onj»et, said aeeking cover in dense ced«ur 
brakes. All the surviving warriors, except the messenger, 
escaped. He and five "women and nineteen children were 
msde captives. Amiong the prisoners were the wife and two 
daughters of Ool. Bowles and three children of John Bowles. 
Some months later the prisoners were sent to their kindred 
in the Cherokee Nation, west of Arkansas. 

Col. Burleson continued his expedition to a successfal 
conclusion, marching up Pecan Bayou, thenoe across to tftie 
Leon, and down the country to the settlements, frightening 
Indians out of the region. Several bodies of hostiles were 
reiK>rted by their scouts, but dissolved) and disappeai^- on 
his approach. 

Among those who accompanied him were Col. Wm. S. 
Fisher, Major Wyatt, Captain Matthew OaldweU, Lieut. L©w- 
is, Dr. Booker, and Capt. (afterwards Dr.) J. P. B. Jianuary, 

The end of the year found the Indian situation in Texas 
somewhat improved, the settlements rapidly extending, pop- 
ulation and wealth largely increased, and security — the twin 
blessing of freedom — ^being afforded in (larger measure to 
the people on the frontier and elsewfiere than at any for- 
mer timie since ithe era of the Republic. 





history of T-ezas, 
TIk 0tre«m of the na- 
:& rivulet, was broadeo- 

ito a noble river. 

^^^Fv« raoQthfi, the eastern, 

•^^^ QOFthem bouodtary of 

;^^S^ili^Ced by commissioDers ap- 

fj^fpose. *rhe "neutral 

i^rn line was tJim elim- 

'1^^; added a narrow strip 

;^e Reprtblic. Tb© Bet- 

_ by Texas, being al- 

_ ligjiemi^aots. 

'E^EHIS^SFjUl^Kas leased the greater 

!i'aw^*'*S&^i^i<!c ^ remained for 

'"■"^^^i^i^^fo ertaiblish a RepoWic 

"" H-ionists, but failed. The 

i^, but for the increase 

:f^>^^|Ei>nel8 William S. Fisher, 

^■-^"■■**i;^ho aided the movemeot 

Mexican soil thdt are 

floldi>^?8. 
independanse of Tex- 
JSritain, Fraoce and Bel- 
>^ a soveireign state as- 



BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 311 

So much for general events and legislation. The 
main interest that attaches to the year centers in 
intsidents that m<ark6d the working out of President Lamar's 
Indian policy, and in happenisngs that swelled l&e Moody tide 
o^ savage atrocities that continued to surge along the fron- 
tier. 



FAMOUS OOUNOIL HOUSE FIGHT. 

January 30, Oeak Albert Sidney Johnson wrote to Col. 
William S. Fisher, oommaniding l&rt regiment of Texas In- 
fantry, directing him to order three companies of the regi- 
ment to mtarch immediately to San Antonio, aoid to proceed 
there himself and take command of the troops andl station 
them in such advantageous position near the town as he migiht 
select. Gen. Johnston recited the contents of a letter re- 
ceived frodoi Karnes and then, speakinig of the Comainchesi, 
said); **If they come, in accordance with their atgreements, 
bringiug with them the captives and deliver them up, sroch 
valfuntary release of their prisoners will be regarded as an 
evidence of their sincere desire for peace and they will, there- 
fore, be treated with kindness and be permitted to dei>art 
without molestation. 

''You will state to them that this goveiinnient assumes 
the right, with re^rd to all Indian tribes residing within 
the limits of the Republic, to dictate the conditions of their 
residenioe, and that their own happiness dei>ends on their 
good or bad condnjct toward our citizens; that their remain- 
ing within finch Iknits as may be prescrilbed, and> an endire 
abstinence fromi acts of hostility or annoyance to lihe inhalb- 
itants of the frontier, are the only conditions for the priv- 
ilege of occupancy that the government deems it is neces- 
sary at (this time to mipoBe.^' 

He described that the Comaoocbes be told that tibe(ymust 
keep out of the settlements, and not molest persons locatuiig 
lands, as citizens were enititled by law to make locaticos 
upon any vacantt and unappropriated portion of the jniblie 
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He also oommand€id CSoL Fisher to arrest and ihold as boa- 
tages the Indians who oame to the meeti-og, unless thej 
brought in amd) surrendered all th^e captives held by Coman- 
ehes ; but to allow messengers to return to the tribe and re- 
port what had occurred, and that the Indian hostages would 
be releasd as soon as the white captives were produced. 

Col. Fisher oommunjeated with the Comaziches in Feb- 
ruary, teUinig them ii0(t to coime in without brxnging all thie 
prisoners. 

They replied that they would arrive lait the tianie ap- 
pointed. 

March 19th a party of Comaoiiches, consisting of thirty 
two warriors and thbtty- three women and childreni entened 
San Antonio, bringing only onc^ prisoner, Matilda Lockhart. 
The girl's body was covered with bruises and sores, her 
hair had been singed to the scalp, and her nose had been 
burned off to the bone — evidently at some time considerably 
anterior to the mieeting, as itiie wound had healed. 

Twelve chiefs who accompanied the party, were con- 
ducte-ed to the Court House, where they took seats on the 
platform at one end of the room with Col. Fisher, Col. Hugh 
McLeod, Adjutant General, and Col. William G. Cooke, Quar- 
termaster General, and a<ytinjg Secretary of war,* eonwnis- 
sioniers appointed- to treat with them. In the room were 
also a consideraible crowd of bystanders. Capt. Q^eorge T. 
Howard was ordered u,p with two companies of soldiers, one 
of which was stationed' in the Court House and the other 
near the building. 

The Indian •wom'cn and children were gathered in the 
yard amd the warriors about the house. 

Tho jail occupied the corner formed by the east line of 
Main Plaza and the nonth line of what is now Market street, 
and to the north of, and adjoining it, 'was the court hoiuse. 
Both buildiDjgs were of stone, one story, flat roofed, and 
dirt floor. 

Col. Fisher opened the talk by lasking the chiefs why 

*Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston had refused the position of Secretary of War. 
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they had not brought m all of the prisonersy thirteeiL in niuu- 
ber, which flhey were known to have. Muke-war-rah replied 
that they had brought in the ociily x^^isooiers, and that 
the others were with bands over whom they had no •control. 
Miss Lockhart was them questioned, and said that she had 
seen several prisoners in camp a few days previous, and that 
the policy determined upon* by the Indians was to bring 
them in one at a time* and t hus extort large ransoms. She 
also told of the brutal treatment and indignities to which 
N she had been subjected. The chiefs listened in haughty 
and defiant silence while she spoke, and as she left the room 
they became restless and gave evidencie of their feelings — 
trouble was imminent. 

A message' w«as sent Cai)t. Howard, and he marched into 
the room with the company that had been stationed in the 
yard, drew his m^en up in Vme :icross the apartment, and sta- 
tioned himself and sentry at the ciosed doors. Capt. Redd's 
company was ord5er>ed to the lear of the building, and had 
barely arrived there when the fighting began. 

In the yaird were Indian boys shooting with bows and 
arrows at marks, for small coins that Judge Robinson was 
offering them s& prizes. Mrs. Maverick and other ladies 
were looking on thorough cracks in the fence. 

When Howard's company had been brought to pairade 
rest. Col. Fisher arose and addi^ssed the chiefs. He re- 
proached them with their foirmfcr perfidy, and for violatin;g 
the terms of the subsisting agrcemient. In conclusion, he 
abked them if they recollected murdering two white men 
while under a white flag. 

A Comanche chief arose, and with an audacity and an 
insolence of tone and manner tbat could not be exceed^ed, re- 
plied, **No, w«e do not reoollect,'* audi seated himself, after 
th€ Indian fashion. 

Silence ensued. It was brokem by the chief again aris- 
ing, tumdng toward Col. Fisher with an air at once con> 
Icmptuous and threatening, and demanding in a loud* voice, 
**How do you like our answer f 

Col. Fisher replied: '*I do not like your answer. I told 



314 BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 

you not to conie here again without briogiifeg m the pmo- 
ners. Yau have come against my orders. Your women and 
children may d^epart in peace> and your hravea may ga and 
tell your people to send' in the prisoners. When those piis- 
oujers are returned, yon and the other chiefs here present 
may likewise go free. Until then we will hold you a9 hos- 
tages. ' ' 

The interpreter had/ to be told twice to report this dec- 
laration ; protesting that a conflict would immedaately follow. 
As soon as he uttered the wo«*ds he left the room. True to 
his prediction, the chiefs strung tlieir bovve, and drew theitr 
knifes. 

» In bis official report, Col. Mcl^eod say»: '*We tald the 
chiefs that the soldiers they saw were their guards, and 
descended) from the platform. They immediately followed. 
One of them sprang to the back door and attempted' to pass 
the sentinel who presented his musket, when the chief drew 
his knife and e^ahbed hdm. A rush was then onlade to the 
door. Copt. Howard coll-ared onto otf them and reoedved) a 
severe stab in the side. Howard tided (to use bds erwordy 
but it yms too long for service in a breasi; to breast strug- 
gle, and! all he could do was to seize the Indian's wristi 
which he h^ld tiU faint from loss of blood. He ordered the 
sentinel to fire upon his antagonist, which he did and the 
Indian fell dead. Col. Piaher ordered, *Fire if they do not 
desist.' The Indiaios rushed on and fought desperately, and a 
general order to fire became necessary, 

** After a shout, but desperate, etm-ggle every one of 
the twelvie chiefs in the ooumeil room lay dead upon the 
floor. 

^*The indoor work being finished, Capt. Howaad's com- 
pany was formed in front to prevent retreat in that direc- 
tion; butt in consequence of the severity of his wound, he 
was reUevted by Capt. Gillen, who oonmsanded the company- 
till the cloBe of the action." 

The bystanders in the room had to fight for their Uvea 
as Well as the rest. Judge John Hemphdll (then District 
Judge and later Chief Justice of the Supreme Court) was 
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ime of them, axid) diaemiboweled with a bowie knife, one of 
the chiefs, who gprappled with him. 

Th« Indians outside the houj^e fought like wild beasts- 
Capt. Redd's eomipany eomizi^ up promptly in the rear of the 
buildingy drove tibean toward' a cMxme buildiiig, wbieh only 
one of them «Gia<^eieed in entering. Several wMte mem wiere 
killed and wounded. The MdiaB arrows with which they 
were struck were driveoi to the feathers. Several IndiaiiB 
wepe killed in ladgaeesit streets and y«rds by citizens. A 
smaU number of the savages managed to reach the 
idver, but w«re pursued aiid. kfllecb by Maj. Lysander Wells 
aflid a few other miounted mien, only cmc of tbeir party — a 
renegrade Mexican — escaping. Three womieai asid two boys, 
wiho toiok part in the fray, w<ere slain. 

Washing to spare the wartrior in the ^Um^e buJldiiLg, the 
commissioners sen4; in an Indian woman to tell him to surren- 
der and be spared. He refused the offer, and continued to 
ahioot, wiounding several persons. After dark, a Mexican 
crawled on top of the house, picked a hole im the roiof , and 
dropiped a large ignited) bftll of clott^ saturated with tturpeor 
tine into the loom, for tbe purpose of ligibting up the inter- 
ior so the occupanst could be seen. The ball fell on the In- 
dian's hettd and stucik there, and he rushed' into tihe street 
covered with flame. He was instantly riddled with bullets. 
Twentyneiglit Indian women and dhildtem were detained as 
prisoners. 

The Texan loss was, killed: Judge James W. Robinson; 
Judge Hoodl of San Antooiio ; Judge Thomipeon of Houston ; 
Casey <ii Maitagorda county ; Lieut. W. M. Dunnington, Ist In- 
fantry; Privates Eamiiuaike and Whiting, and a Mexican. 
Wounded: Capt. George T.Howajrd, Ideuit. Edhvard A. 
Thompeon and private Eelley, severely, and Capt Matthew 
Caldwell, and Mr. Higgeabottom and Deputy l^eriff Mor- 
gan and Private Carson, slightly. CoL McLedd says: '' Ov- 
er a hunUo^ad horses and «a large quantity of buffalo robes 
ajod peltrd)es remfaoned to the victors." 

By request of the prisoneors, one equaw waa released, 
I)ix>visionedi and aU<ywed to go to her people and say that 
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the prifioners wiouLd be releaaed whenever the Texan prisonera 
held by the Indians were brougiht in. 

A short time afterward a party of ComaiucJhes dis- 
played a ^l^hii!te f l^ag on a hill sonije ddstaiice froini town, evi- 
dently afraid to eome nearer. "When a flag* was sent otit it 
was found itiheit they had bixraght in. several white children 
to exchange for their people. Their mission *was tsKLcoessfnl 
and they hurried away. 

The Telegraph andi Texas Register gave an account of 
the following, amonig other incidents of the CJouncil H«use 
Fight: 

**Capt. Matthew Caldwell, 1st Re^jimemt of Infantry, W4fcs 
in the street unarmed when the struggle co7«iJneniced. He 
sitepped' into a house to see if he coaild procuix a gun. 
No one was at home, and he passed into the baNc yard. 
There he was confronted by an Indian warrior, who ^ made 
ready to shoot him. Oaldwell stooped down and picked np 
a rock, which he threw, hitting the warrior on the forehe^d^ 
slig'htly srtAinnang him. Caldwell continued' to tihax>w stone^i 
huxlinig^ them iao fast, that for dod|gin<g, the Indian/ did noA 
get a chance to take aim aaid let fly an arrow. While tihis\ 
unequal combat was in progress J^oihoi D. Morris, ;wd»t3i only a 
three inch barrel, single shot pistol, came into the inclosure. \ 
Cald'weM, who was nearly exhausted, called out, *Go up and \ 
shoot (him John, or he will ^et me. I wili keep him on lihe \ 
jump with stones.' ^ 

* * Morris did as requested, walking to wfiithin f otiir feet of V 

the Indian and shooitinig him thjxxugfh the heart. V 

''Deputy Sheriff Morgan (one of Deaf Smith's men) i 

was standing in the bajek yard of a residienoe when tlu>ee ^ 

warrioirs scalled the wall and attacked him. Althoii^h womnd- 
ed, he picked up a nolok and fractuiredi the skull of one of 
his assailants with fit kilUmg him. Hie itihen) senaied an axe and 
retreatod into the house, where he stationed himself at one 
side of ihe open door. The two remaining IndSans attemp- 
ted to fodlow him, and he killed th)em wd/th terrific blo<wa, 
dealt with the axe." 

A Gei^nan doctor, who Was a local celebrity and a man 
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oi soieiKt&fic •ta0t<e eoild attakuneatB, came upon tli^e bod^ of 
one of the Iiziddaiik» killed by Morgiaiii and, heing imprefised by 
tbe pecnilj«r burngpe om the bead, tx>oik it for purpoee of dksh 
seotmig' it. He waB nuuch dfegusted to find that the protub'- 
eaiAjxce (w.6i« (not luvtural dev-elopieinienitfi, but due to the akall 
being fraetiKredl iiL thiifity-{t«wo places. He later boiled one of 
the bodies, {remoived the flesih £rom the bones, aoid atiidcuibated 
the complete akelefUxa, ^v^hidi he placed in hb cabinet. Inci- 
dently, he emptied the refiise into the Acequia, from which 
cifaizenB procixred dMnikiin^ water. The fact becoming known, 
he stated tbat the deposit w«b made When everybody was 
asleep alt ndght amd the stream was completely purified be- 
ifore water *wafi <agiEuiii taiken firom it for drinkzing' or cookinig 
purposes. Nothing butt his popukurity saved' him from/ en- 
fonoed emigration. 

Manoh 2ath, twot hiundred and fifity, or three hundred, 
Comanches came cOoee to San Antonio, and chief Isimanca 
and another w«Lnrk)ir of their number, rode daringly into tfie 
public square, and circled around the plaza, then* rode some 
distance dowai Oom>mejice street aoad beeik, aboutintg all the 
while, ofCerinig to "BghLj and showering abuse and insults on 
the Americans. ''Isimanca was in fall war paint and almost 
naked. He stopped quite awhile in front otf Block's saloon, 
on the northeast corner of the square. He shouted defiance, 
rose in his stirrups, shook his clenched fist, ravedl and 
foaaned at the numith. The citizens, through an interpreter, 
told him that the soldders were all down et the Iffiaanon San 
Jose, and if he went there Colonel Fisher would give 
him fkght enouigh." 

He proceeded at once tk> the Mission and re(peated has 
challenge^ Col. Fisher was sick in bed and Capt. Redd was 
in comtaiand of the post. 

Redd replied to Isimanca by say&ng that a twelve days 
truce had been entered into with the Comanehes and he iuid 
orders not to break it, but if the chief and his war- 
riors would retiHQi when «the truce was at an end, they would 
be accomodated. 
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Isimanca denounced him and bos' nMoi as conw^ardB and 
finally left 

Yoakum eays: '^Th<e Ck)mancheB hung about Saai AxhUmr 
1)0 in small parties brooding ov^ear th^ir lo6S. The killing of 
BO momy of tbeir chiefs wad a sevieire i^trake, and) they were 
divided on the question of war. At length they retired (to 
their homes, on the upper hrtanch of the Texas rivers, to 
make serious preparations for a terrible visitation an the 
white settlements."* 

Branjch T. Archer was ajppoioKted sescretajry of War, aaid 
Col. Williomf G. Cook succeeded Col. Edward Burleson as 
Colonel of infantiy. 

In May, the Republic was aroused] by rumors of an im- 
pemding military invosdooi from Mexico, to be accompanied by 
Indians employed as allies of the Mexican troops. 

Orders were issuied undor w4)dch a laarge force of Texss 
voluoKteers asseonbled for the purpose of orgainiziiig an army 
for resistance. 

Upou the receipt of other in&ormatiooi' that was deemed 
relia;ble to the effect that no ^ucli hostile movement was 
likely to take plaice — ^they were disbaiided. 

The incident was designated as the ** Archer War*' 
and provoked much adverse and undeserved criticism. 

In the early days of July, Capt. CleoideniDi left Son An- 
tonio in comanadod' of a volunteer expedition against the Co- 
maiiches,%ut afterwards relw^ed to the towni lieavng Capt. J. 
R. Cunsiingfaam and! a force of nineteen men on Hhe Frio. M 
on official (report by Cunniikgham he says that ttfter they 
parted Jul(y 4(th, he encesed tV.e Frio (oo Iftie same day) and 
came upon a fresh Indian tiail, which he pursued for several 
miles up the western side of the stream, eaLpecting every 
moment to come ui>on. Hbse enemy. The trail fifnally bore 

¥March 26th, Mn. Webster came 'ntoSfin Antonio v. ith her three-res? o cI t »\ > upon 
htr heck. beviDi; escaped froir the GomaRchci by whom bhe had been capiurt d tl.« prcvi- 
«u jmt when her husband end party had been killed on Bruthy Creek, near Ceorr«tewn. 
Sha presented a meet wretched and pitiatlc appearsnce and was alnott famished. 
FHands cared for and ministered to her. 
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away from (the iriver, aaid he follow^ it without stopping 
to get water. After proceeding for some Htne^ men and 
horses begaoi to suffer greatly from want of waiter, lit was 
not practioajbk to return to the river, without abandoning 
the chase. He lanid the men delermined to go on. This they 
did, knowing that the Indians would stop at the first water 
hole and wouM probably make a stubborn fightt for its reten*- 
tion. 

Between 5 and 6 o'eloicik p. m., Antonio, a Tonkaway 
sQont employed} by the company, and who had' been» kept 
considerably in advance of the ciommand, rode back and a?e- 
ported that the Indiana — twenty warriors — were at a spring 
just ahead and were saddling their animals preparatory to 
resuming their journey. Cunningham and those toi his men 
who were with him cautiously approached the place and took 
position within a short distance of the Indians 'without being 
perceived. He waited a few moments for his rear file to 
eome up and do'ess into line before ordiering a charge. While 
this movement was being executed oite of his men accident- 
ly dischar.ged' a gun, and the Indians leaped into their sad- 
dles aiMJ applied the whip. Hie and his men charged at once, 
killing lodSans right and left. The surviving salvages labor- 
ed to reach thickets some distanee ahead. When* aU of tliem 
wefre wouaided exceipt three, the latter protected the retreat 
of thie hand in a manner that he repeatedly speaks of ''as 
noble." He says that one of the three was under fire of 
ten or twelve »f the best shots on the frontier, but acted 
with cool intrepidity to the last. A rifle ball finally shat- 
tered his leg, and he fell over on his horse, just a^ he and 
the remnant of the band reached eover.. Cunningham cap- 
turned all ttie effects of the Indians. He says that he mode 
''a bon-ifire of most of their trumpery" and divided the 
bahaioe of their ''plunder" among the volunteers by lot. 
7%e nM>at important part of his capture was a caballado of 
liofses and mules — a total of sixte^m. He reached San An- 
tonio July 7tli. 
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THE GREAT OOlCANOHB BAID^-SAOKINO OF UK- 
VILLE AND BUXNINO OF VIOTOBIA. 

During the first week idi August, f oUofwing the Goniicil 
House Fight, aud other bloody affrays, narrated, occurred the 
Great Comanche Raid ; in some (respects the most formidable 
invasion ever made by IndHauB into Texas. 

This raid was known to and encouraged, if noit mjaterial- 
ly aided, by the Mexican authorities — especailly Qcn. Cana- 
lize at Matamoras — and shows to have been well planned, 
with some degree of military strategy. The descemt was 
sudden, but the alarm spread! ais if borne on the wings of 
the wind and the brave defenders of our frontier were sooin 
collected und^r their favorite leaders and went in pursuit, 
overtaking, emga^iinig, and routing the murderers. 

This remarkable affair marks aoK important epoch in 
Texas history, and indeed most of our hifitorians regard it 
as the turning point in affairs with the Indians. Many par- 
tial and often erroneous accounts of this bold uprising acnd 
its timely quelling, have been published. Fortunately we are 
epmbled to give the facts as detailed by those in auth<wity 
on matters pertaining to our border history.* It is not our 
purpose to enter into the details of matters leading 
up to and resulting in this bold raid — that belongs to the 
hi^ory of Texas proper and has much to do with the po- 
litical attitude of Mexico toward the struggling Tfxas Re- 
public. 

The unfortunate Council House traigedy doubti-ess hast- 
ened the movements of this expedition, the enraged Co- 
manchcs, swearing to avenge tlie death of their fallen chiefs. 
The Indians to the number of about one thousand, begfatn 
the descent from their stronghold in the mountains above the 
San Marcos and extending their raid across the country to 
Lavaoa Bay on the coest, and back to Good's Crossing on 
Plum Creek, twenty miles south-west of Austin, where tlhey 

••Much of the dmta used in the prep«r»tfrvi of this narrative was furnished the au> 
thor by the late Dr. Rufus C. Burleson a short tin^e before his death, expressly for Bor- 
der Wars of Texas. 
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were interoeptedl and routed, losing M theii^ prksoners and 
property captured at Victoria and Linville. 

Tbe Indiaiim paased down the country dialing tbe \fii«t 
day» of August^ leanring Gonzales Beventeen miles to tbs 
west, and murdering a fow families as they psssedi throngb 
the sparsely settled country, * tbey reached the quiet town 
of Victoria ajt 2:30 o'dock p. m. on August 6. The citizens 
were not dreaming of Indians. CJhildren <wiere playing in the 
yards, and on the tsrt^reets, iadiea were slhoppizig and joytvB^ 
engaged m their domestic atffiam, the men were At their 
usual vocations, when the Moody demons with horrid yeBp 
rarfied inlto the streets and bfegan their slaughter. Dr. Gray 
and a few others wlio arttempted resistance were cut down. 
The citizens not killed, took refuge in their houses and 
fortified thcmselTves as best they could. The Comnnches 
then plundered the stores and private residences of every- 
thing valuable. Theiy caught in the lots and pastures be- 
tween two and three thousand horses and mides and loaded 
eight hundred or a thoosand of them with the goods 
plundered. They started on to Linville. That night they 
kindled big fires and with fiendish joy danced and yeUed 
around the scalps of murdered citizens and their plunder. 

Next morning they hurried on to Linville, on the way 
capturing Mrs. Crosby, grand-daughter of the celebrated 
Daniel Boone of Kentucky, with her child and a nuise. 
About daylight, on August the 8th, while many of <the oiti- 
zens were in bed, the IndSans entered Linville and throfwing 
themselves on the sides of their horses and riding in this 
way, deceived the few early risers who saw them coming 
but thought they were some of the usual caballados of horses 
and mmles brought into Linville for sale and shipmont. 

No lantguage can teiU the* horror of the innocent x>eof>le 

»"Atthe time of this raid/* says John Henry Brown, "the country between the 
Guadalupe and San Marcoe, on the west, and the Colorado on the east, above a line drawn 
from Gonxalei to La Granire. was a wildernesa, while between that line it was thinly aet- 
tled. Between Gonzalea and Austin, on Plum Creek, were two recent settlers— Itom J. 
Good and John A. NeiL From Gonsales to within a few miles of Austin there was not a 
■•ttler. There was not one between Austin and San Antonio. A road from Gonsalcs ta 
Aoatin had been opened in July, 1839." 
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whtn they £a^ a thouaftnfd ned demo]M» votideiAy lising in 
their aaddleB and with f iendfish y^Ua IsSBmg the defeiwa- 
leas eitiseiiBy eoane Of them in thek beds. RewBtance was ut- 
terly useleaB and the terror stricken men, women and chil- 
dren ruabed for the small boats lying in Lavaca Bay. The 
warwhoop of the wild Comanehes, the cries of women and 
children and the groans of the dying, presented a scene of 
horror upon which the rising sun never before dawned. The 
oloody demons pursued the fleein<g men, women and child- 
ren inito the water. Among thoae kiHed wajs Captain H. O. 
Watts, coUiector of cuatom.s. He and hia beauAifuil bride 
were captured betwieen the shore and the boats.. He waa 
killed and his young bride was ruthleasly dragged back to 
the shore and carried away as c«tptdve. The majority of 
the inbabiitanitB escaped to the basits, bujt ail otthere were 
murdered or carried away captives, 

Linfville was the shipping poinit for a large portion of 
Southhwestern 'Dexaa and Mexico and was at that time weil 
supplied with all sorts of merchandise. The exulting Co- 
manches greedily sacked the stores and private reeidenees 
and packed several hundred more hoirseB and muJLea with 
every kind of merehandiae, elegant dreesea and bed dothea 
from privaibe residenees. They now bedecked themselves 
with red ribbons and giay dothing captured, and rode up 
and down the aitreeta yelling like demons and fired the 
town, burning every house except one. 

What language can express the horror of the innocent 
men, women and chiidren as tliey stood on the boats in the 
bay and looiked upon their once happy homes, burning to 
ashes, and remembering many of their loved ones lay bleed- 
ing in thi^ stre<?ts! 



BATTLE AT PLUM OBEEK. 

The exulting Comanches, with three or four thousand 
horsea and mulea, many of them heavily paioked with goods 
plundered at Victoria and Linville, began their retreat. They 
had glorious visions oi iSalef grand f casta and '^War Daneea'^ 
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tiiey woxildi liaye when thej reached their mountain home 
ftnd diq[)la7)ed tbe sealpo and the untold wealth, and the 
women and children they had captured. 

But, says one, Ood gave Texas heroes and path-finders, 
who were ever ready to avenge auch bloody raids. Among 
these were ''Old Ootch" Hardeman, Henry MeCuUoch, John 
H. Moore,, "Paint" Caldwell, Ed. Burleson and others. 

The vigilant Ben McCuUoeh with a 8m«ll force, was al- 
ready ini pursuiib— land ioi fact had engaged the enemy. He 
sent Burleson the following dispatch: ''General: The Indians 
have sacked and burned the town of IdnvdUe, and casried 
off several prisoners. We made a draw fight with them at 
Caea Blanco — cou&d not stop them. We want to fight tbem 
before they get to the miounitains. We have sesKt express- 
men up the Guadalupe." 

Messengers rode swift in evepry direction, and at a mlo- 
ment's warning, every man seized his gun, mounted and 
rushed to the place of rendezvous. Those near La Gmnge 
met at Col. Jno. H. Moore 's, those near Bastrop met ttt Gen. 
Ed. Buiiesoin's, those near WebberviHe at "Paint" Cald- 
well's, and all eonoentrated at llhe poJrnt suggested by Gen. 
Burleson, who" ordered all to meet |and attack the Comanches 
at Good's Crossing on Plum Creek, two miles from where the 
town of Locbhart now stands and twenty-^even miles below 
Austin. The graod old heio Paint Oaldwieill with eighty- 
two men, first reached the place of rendezvous August 1. 
Next morning the scouts reported a thousand Indians coming 
on the prairie with vast herds of horses and muiles, and sev- 
eral women and children. But Burlescu, nor Moore, nor Mc- 
Culloch, nor Hardeman had arrived; was it safe for eighty- 
two men to attack a thousand Comanches? However, as they 
looked upon the awful spectacle, and saw them moiving alooc^ 
with women and children, Caildwell could hold in no longer, 
but yelled out: *'Boys, yonder they go and they have 
got our women and childrepi— they are a thouBand stroaig — 
but we can whip heN out of them ! Shall we fight f ' ' All 
shouted, "Yes, fight, fight!'' 

But at that time a courier came galloping up crying, 
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''Q^neral Burleson, with as» hundred Tezao3 and tiiiirteevi 
Tonkawaa and old Haeido are coming ! ' ' In the meantitaie 
Oen. Felix Huston arrived, and as Major General of the mi- 
litia, took command. 

The IndiasiB were exceedingly (aozious to defer the bat- 
tle until they could giet their packmules with the vast 
plunder and captured women and children beyond reach 
of the infuriated Texams. And General Huston was equally 
asixJons to defer the battle until more recruits came. Several 
blitt£f old Indian fighters told him he Icnew nothioig aboat 
fighting Indians, tfant be ought to resigB end let Gen Buzle- 
aon command. Bui this was Gen. Huston 's first chance for 
glory. The Indian chiefs did all in their power to intimi- 
date the TexianB anid hold them baiek until they oould get 
their plunder and captives far removed. Several of the In- 
dian chiefs chariged up in front of the Tesans and hlorled de- 
fiant arrows and spears at them. One of these daring chiefs 
rode a fine horse with a fine American bridle, with a red rib- 
bon' eight or ten feet kng tied to the tail of his horse. He 
was dressed in elegant style from the goods plundered at 
Victoria and Linville, with a high-top silk ha»t, fine pair of 
boots, leather gloves and an elegant biroad^cloth coat hind- 
part before with brass buttons shining brightly up and 
dofwn his back. When he first made his api>earanee he car- 
ried a large umibrella stretched. He and othem would 
charge upon the Texans, shoot thoir arrows, and retreat. 
This was done several tknes in reach of our guns. Soon 
the discovery was made tbait they wiore shields, and thouigh 
our men took good aim, the bullets glanced. An old) Texan, 
getting as near the place as was safe, waited patiently till 
they came up, and as the Indian wheeled his horse his 
shield filew up. The Texan fired and bmou^t him to the 
ground. Several others fell at the same time. Then the In^ 
doans began their retreat, and would soon have been beyoood 
the reach of the Texans. 

Gen. Huston was noiw told by the gallant McOulloch 
and Gen. Burleson that the titne had come when they must 
fight, and he rehietantly gave the order, ** Charge 1" Never 
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was a commttDid obeyed with wilder shoiits. Every man 

was a herOy and th^ conacienoe-fltricken, blood-stained Co- 

manches were swept away like chaff before a tornado. 

The IndiaoB fled in wild confusion. Not one thought 
of aamng afiythxnig but his own scalp. They abandloned 
their lihree thonsand faorseB and plunder, and the captured 
women and children. But they could not forego the 
liendish pleasure of murdering Mrs. Oosby, her child 
and nurse. They also shot an arrow into l^e bosom of the 
lovely younig bride, Mrs. Watts, and left her as dead. Bat 
Rev. Z. N. Morrell and Dr. Brown* heard her screamuBi in 
a thicket and went to her asfldstance. They extracted the 
amrw, aoid she recovered and lived many yeonsh— never for- 
getting her awful experience — and died at Pont Lavtaca, 
in 1878. 

The enraged Texans pursued the Indians, and killed 
them for tweWe or fifteen miles oat, till they finally gained 
safety in the brakes aind' mountains. 

Thus ended the great raid of 1840 — the most remark- 
able in our border annals so far as Indian affairs are con- 
cerned. It was a wonderful era in Texas history; isideed it 
was the turning point. Had the Oomanches been aoicceas- 
f ul, they eonf idently intended, with the horses, mules and ma- 
terials captured, to> equip a formidable war party of two or 
three thousand Indians for a grand re-raid down the Colo- 
rado to the Gulf, piundering' and' devastalting the fairest 
IK>rtian of Texas. In* the meantime Generals Cafnalizo and 
WoU, with some three thousand Mexican cavalry, were <to 
rush forward, captorinig San Amtonio and Austin, with aM 
booty. Chief Bowles and his Cherokees were to move 
down and destroy the easitem portioo of the staite; the Wa- 
cos, Apaches and allied' tribes raiding down the Brazos, and 
central Texas, thus utterly wiping out the Texans. ''But in 
the good Proividence of God, we had heroes true and brave, 
who quickly raUied, and uniting under their tried and cho- 
sen leaders, crushed out this diabolical purpose for the rain 
of Texas. The defeated and routed Comamches fled to their 
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moiBirtaiji bomesi overwhelmed witli the coiwiction thai the 
TexaoiB were qaiick of acti<m, fearlecely brave, and mvincible 
cf purpose— aigaknt any odds." 

The Bftvages were ereartfaHeni and ebagrinned, and sol- 
lenily reitired to their mioautain haunts to brood over defeai^ 
aodi to plan revenge — on their Mexiean aDieSi who had 
failed to fulfil) their agreememt, aifter iacMgkg the IndkoiB 
aod promiaiiig to join them with theior f onoes in a grand re- 
raid of the whole eonntry. And for thk btreakliitg of faith 
it is aaid the MezieanB suffered severely.* 



HUSTON'S OFFiaiAL REPORT. 

Many thrilling^ inoidents and acts of individual braveiy 
on the peat of the c'hargan^ Texans m^ht be related dJd 
apace pennit. It is in justice to the sulbjeet that the offi* 
eial report of the commander of the forces irhould be given 
— sujpplying, as it does, important facts — asfed it follows: 

On Plum Creek, 5 miles west of Qlood's. 

August 12, 1840. 
To the Hon. B. T. Archer, Secretary of War. 

I arrived on yesterday evening' aoxd foimd Oapt. Cald- 
well eaxsBXDiped oin Flum C^eek with about one hundred men. 
This morning I was requested to take the command, Which 
I did, with the consenrt of the men. I organized them into 
compamies, under the command of Captains Caklwell, Bird 
and Ward. About 6 o'dloek a. m. the spies reported thttt 
TudJATW were afpproachin^ Plum Greek. I crossed above 
the trail about three miles, and pefised' down on the "west 
side ; on arrivibg near the trail I was joined by Ool. Burle- 
son with about one hundred men, under the command of Col. 
Jones, Lieut. Ool. Wallace and Major Handeman. I imme- 

»*'In October (1840) more than 400 warrton pen«trmted into Mexico, tome 400 mllee: 
they killed, ecalped, burned and deatroyed everythinff they could; their track coald be 
traced for milea by the baminff ranchea and Tillasea. They carried oif a sreat many fa- 
male captiTea. and thonaanda of horaea and mnlea, and eecaped aaf ely to their atrooffholda 
in the monntaina with their booty. The State of Nuera Leon anffered the moat leverely 
from thia onaet, having more than 700 inhaUtanta killed, and the State of Coahnila nearly 
aa many.-'*CapUin Flack'i **TheTexaa Rifle Hunter," p. ISS. 
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diately fonmed jnto two lines, th€ right commanded by Col. 
Burteeoo, wd ith^ leifit commanded hy Capt. CaldiweU, with 
a reserve commanded by Maj. Hardeman, with Capt. Ward's 
comipaiiy. On adnrancioip ineair the Tudianw, they fosmed for 
action^ with a frooat of woods on their rig'ht, (which th^ oe- 
eojpied) , their lines exteindflBiig nearly a quarter of a mile into 
the prairie. I dinmoiinted my mesi and a handsome fire was 
opeoied — the Indiam ehie£» cavorting aiiouiid in ^^endkl 
0tyle, on front aikd flank, finely mountc^d, and dr'^^nMt jn. aU 
the splendor ol Oomnincfaie warfare. At thm time stfiiml In- 
dians fell firom their bouses, and we had three or fonr mien 
wounded. Finding that the Indians were disposed to ksep 
at a distance, and ihsX a kurgie body were assemUed in the 
woods, I ordt^red Cod. Burleson, with the right wing, to moive 
apoxmd the point of woods, and Captain Caidwell, with the 
left wing, to charge into the woods; wiiieh movements were 
executed in gallant etyie. The Indiaois did uot stand the 
charge, and fled at afll points; from that time there wias a 
warm and spirited puxmot for fifteen miles ; the IndianB 
scattered, miostly abandoning their horses and taking to the 
thickets. Nothing could exceed the animiation< of the men, 
and the cool and steady manner in which they would dis- 
mount and deliveT their fine. Upwands of f orto^ Indians were 
killed' — ^two prisoners (a squaw and child) taken; and wp 
have taken upwards of two hundred horses and mules, many 
of them heavily packed with the plunder of Linville and the 
lower country. There is still a large aonount of good horses 
and mules which are not gathered in. Of the captives taken 
by the Indians below, we have onAy been aibilie to retake one 
— Mrs. Watts, of Linvijle — who was wounded by the Indians 
with an arrow when tbey fled. Mrs. Crosfby was speared, 
and we understand that all the others wene kHUed. We hav« 
lost one killed and seven wounded — one mortally. I cannot 
speak too highly of the Goilorado, Guadainpe and Lavaca 
militia, assembled so hastily together, and without onganiza- 
tion. I was ttidsted by Major Izod, Colonel BeU, Captain 
Howard and Ca|ptain Neil, as volunteer aids, all of whom 
rendered essential service. Colonel Burleson acted with 
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that cool, deliberate AikD prompt courage audi ooochict whi<sh 
he has bo often aiod galiLaiDitly displayed ioi almOBt every hi- 
dkni and Meodcan battle aimee the war eomfcneiaoed. Oapt. 
CaldweU, ateo a tried IndiaBii f ightesr, led on hie mn^ to the 
charge iinth a bold front and a cheerful heart. Colonel 
JooesBy Lieut. CoL Wdillaee, Major Haidemaoi^ anid each of Ihe 
eaptains eomnnanidin^g cocnjpaiiies, acted with the utmost cour- 
age and fiztnuesB. 

To conclude, I believe we have givieoi the GomanclueB a 
lewon which they wia 1o<d^ remember ; oear feur huodired of 
their bravest warriorB have beem defeated by half their 
number, aoobd I hoxxe aiodl tiiusit that this wi'H be the last of 
itheir diepredatioxui on our frontier. 

On tomorrow I contemplate emibodyki^g as maoiy men as 
I ceaif and if we have a Buffieient mnimber of good hofses, 
pnnsue the Indians, m, the hopes that we may overtake them 
before they reach the mountains. Colanid Moore joiued us 
this eveninig with about 170 men, horses very hard idddon. 
I have the honor to be, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Felix Huston, 

Major-General, T. M. 



INDIANS ATTACK KINNEY'S FORT AND ABE RE- 
PULSED. 

During August, Kinnoy's Fort on Brushy Creek, 
about eighteen miles from Austin, was attacked by 
Indians. They expected tO' take its inmates unaware6> 
and wourld have done so had it not been for Joseph 
Weeks. He heard what he at first aupposed to be owls 
booting, but paid little attention to the sounds until he 
noted many answering' hoots £rom vaidoius directions. 

He listened attentively, until hia practiced ear assured 
him tbat the cideB were uttered by human) throats, and then 
summoned his oomixaaiioDs to arms, and started a messenger 
to the nearest settlemeaot for assistanoe. 

This action wiaa tabeni none too soon, as the hooting was 
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eyidxMAly a cdgiaal of adttaok, and the litdiBoaa unmediately 
tbezieaf ter ruabed on the place. They were met by a dia- 
charge of rifks that sent th-em raeling^baok. Tb^ faiight 
iiam 0OY«r for soine timey bent f imduig t3iat there waa do poa- 
sibiUty lof takm^ the place withoat greater Iobb thaiD they 
eared to sastain, drew off with their dead and wounded. On- 
ly Ode mani in the fort was killed, and osdy one wonnded. 

The messengter reached hia deetiiDationy and) a eoni|Mny 
of fifty men arrived at the fort DexA day— ^too late to pnr* 
mm the Ladians. 

Kiomey was a aoldier in the Texas army during the rev- 
olution; reeided at Baatrofp for some yeara, and later moved 
to Brushy Cove, where he erected the atockade that bore hia 
name. The attack was poxxbably made before news of the 
i^esidt of the battle of Pkim Creek had spread among the 
Indiana, for after it became generally knotwn, they remained 
overawed for twme time. 



JACK HAYS FIOHTB LARGE WAR PARTY. 

Iq the fall of 1840 a party of about two hundred Co- 
manches stole.a large number of hoiBes near SasD Antonio and 
drove them toward* the €hiadalui>e River. 

Capt. John C. (''Jack") Hays and twenty men went in 
pursuit, and< came upon: and cliarged the Indians at the 
erossing of the Quadalupie. 

The redskins awaited the onset, expeciting to eaeUy 
overwhelm their assailaiuts by mere force of numbers. The 
plans they laid for that purpose went ''agl^«". Uays and 
his comrades had a love of fightioig' tliat was un/tinged by 
fear, and that was f&taH to those they enconntered. 

The head chief was speedily killed, and' the Indians 
driven into complete rout. Hays and his men pursued 
them for several miles, kiUkng a number of them and recov- 
eraig most of the stokn boises. 



Saturday, September 1, Michael Nash, a carpenter of 
Bastrop who had a fondness for hunfting, killed a deer in 
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ibe woQcb and »taifted) home with the oaircafis tied beliiiid hM 
paddU. Whdl« riding siaoigf he ifrw fired iipCNa and IdSML 
by IndiaiB, wbo tfoalpeKl! Ihim and tioiok his borae and its 'load 
of yeoteoo. 

Has b>oidjy was found aiext day by IrieiDds whioi wenrt in 
search lof him. Hia eyes had been peoibed ouit by baz2aid0, 
and his body moiUlated by the IndiaiKs, o>r by wolfvies, aAinotft 
beyo]>d identif ie«jtiofli. 



CAPT. ERATH'S SERVICES. 

S^embeir 20, Gen. Felix Haaton, as Major General of 
the Texas militia, traesmitted to the Speaker of the Houfle 
o^ RepreeexitativciB a eoaninaigM cation^ accompamied by a re- 
port forwarded to him by Geo. B. Erath, captaia of a apy 
compaoiy that he Imd placed in the £ield. After uiigiiDc^ pay- 
ment of Capitain Erath and his meta, and saying' that the oom- 
paaLy had perfarmed' valuable se^'vice, he coDtiniies: ''I al- 
Inde priineipalily to the discovery of tiie Indiam trail above 
the Waco village, leadkiig- far into tihe mountains and, doubt- 
less, to the homes of our savage enemy. This, you will im- 
mediately perceive, will greajtly faeiLitate out arnmy iau car- 
rying into effect wshat should be the only policy puinsued to- 
waids our savage invaders — utter ex!tea*minatio(n. " 

Caf>t«aD Eratii, im his report, says tiiat has company 
killed two IndiainSf and that various parties of Indiadis were 
seen by him, but fled upon, the appiroach of his fiomce, and 
burned the grass behind them. The ioiConnatioin iGuTiiished 
by Erath induced the Texas Government to depute Ool. Jno. 
H. Moone 'to lead aoi expedition to the home of the Oo- 
manches for tihe purpose of dealing them a crushing blow. 

The Ajostin City Gazette, of September 23, says that aoi 
expeditioin againirt 'the Inddans had beeoi agreed upon, in ac- 
cordanee wdth a plan long projected by Gen. Felix Huston; 
that a total of 1600 mem were to be raised in varkyns coimr- 
ties, aod were to invade .tbe Indian country at different 
points; that the volunteers from the Colorado, Brazos, Trin- 
ity and Neches, would leave their refipective places of ren- 
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dezvofitti November 10, «|ad that tboalS firam Red B&ver'would 
leaver Novemrber 15. Tbe i>aper says: ''The Generail com- 
fiMMidiffig warn called to tbe honorable 0taltit)|D be sow fiilb by 
the free suffrages of Ihas f eiUaw cktizens, asvd tbey ^w&ll XMi 
now dsEiert him." It declares .that ttie -wnr jb to be one of 
exteirniiiiAtiioiii, and, eommentiiiir on the fact, rieimiariaBi: 
''This is as &t ehoaikd be; ifior, onee let the reds be taught 
to fear the whites and to respect thedr {xnofperty, and peaee 
aaid) proaperitT: wiflil reign supreme in Tetsais, isnoniigiraitioii 
and !wea](th will ifiow to our shores, oakli itbe settlements wiU 
isk a isAiort time be pushed tens, aye hnkudreds of miles, 
above the preaenit fipaDrtaer." 



BEGJNNINO OF SAK HAROOS. 

In an official report* dated October 1, Adgutamt and Hn 
(Q)ector GeMraA Hi:^ MeLeod among other things says th«ll 
the detachment of rangers at Sem Antonio had been 
sent on an expedition, and that a company had been 
sent to the head of tbe Sam Maroos river to coostiiuet and 
occupy a fort, which was to be built of the best msteavals, 
as it was designed to control the pass through; the moon- 
tains at that podnt. He says that a large numiber of settikra 
would looaite near the fort, and if it was properly main- 
tained, ithere woofld dm a few yeais be a sufficient number of 
them to pirotect themseilves. After speakinig of the re- 
iniforcemenit and supplies forwarded to Col. Gqobe, be says; 
"Coil. Goobe will be enabled from observations on his pres- 
ent campaign, to report the most pnacticabie line of defense 
and settlemenit on our frontier from the OoloradfO to Red 
River, and on his Tetum be sufficiently ear^ly for the action 
of Congress. Any report at present might appear flfpesuLa- 
tve and prenvature; but, in the atNBcnoe of aecnrato minT' 
mataion; I would suggest that the cross-timbers, being a 
wooded and weU watered country, seems to present the 
most oontinxNWB line for settlements and covntnunication 
from Red River to the Biazos." He assents, and lays stress 

4>Anny ArehlvM. 
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upon, :the futility of employing Tolxinteer forces enlisted 
for shoTtt periods— «i]dy pasticnlariy, soefai foroes wbea 
drawa irota the ftfoatung population of tofwna, as they felt 
no interest in protecting the fronltier, or the success of cam- 
paigns. 



MOOSE'S GREAT VIOTORT. 

President Lamar deitermioed to carry the war into the In- 
dian country and! to kifiict upon the Oomanehes such slaugh- 
ter a9 'would leave tluem noi lomger sufficient power or cour- 
age ^ angure the whites. Accordiuigjly Ooi. John H. Moore, 
with two companiee of citizeur volunteers, aggregaftkig nanety 
men, drarvm* mosltly from Fayette eouDty and captained by 
Thos. J. Rabb and Nicholas Dawson, with S. S. B. Field, a 
brilliant lawyer of La Granige, as Adjutamt — OHiark L. Oweua 
of Texana, and R. Addioon Oilluspie, Lieutentants ; and aug- 
mented by twelve trusty Lipaot guddes and acoute luidrer 
their chiefs, Castro and Flaco — set out for an extended cam- 
paign far out into the Indian oofunltry. 

Breabifig oamp on Walnut Creek, near AuMin, on Octo- 
ber 5, 1840, the compaaiy bore up the Coloiadjot fior a ddfitiance 
of some 300 miles to the vicinity of where Coloredio City 
now srtands. Cm October 23, the Indieoi trail was foundi cp, 
the Red Fork of the Colorado and dashing forward the Li- 
pam spies soon locb^ted a considerable vi'llage of Coma^- 
ches — 60 wigwams and about 150 warriors — on the soulth 
bank of the river. Herding the beeves in a mesquite flat 
and leaving them to Fortune's chance, the Texans marched 
up in closer proximity to the enemy, halted at midnight and 
planned an attack to take place at dawn. A fierce ''wet 
norther" wafii blowing. The unsuspeeting Comanches slum- 
bered comfortably under bkiffalo robee in their skimrcov* 
ered teepees, while the Texans bad only the blue sidereal 
doftne for a coveri^ng and shiveredl in the chdll light of the 
stars. As the first rays of light glimanered' aeross the wild 
and wind-swept plains, the troops weaie ordered to mount, 
deploy and move lapidiy to the onslaught — Lieut. Clark 
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L. Oypetm "withi fiftoeu piek«d men «a8 cairahy were deployed 
to <nxt off lanyt meitreat of the eioemy ; Gapt. Babb with has 
commaaid to the right, aaad Capt. Dawsoo) with his contin- 
gent upon the left ; the Lipan.8 being with the center advanc* 
cing columai. What happened when* the viUage was reached 
is best ixAi by Col. Moore himaelf : 

''At the bpettk of day, on Saturday, the 24th of October, 
I ordered the troojM to moimt and inarch. I soon aseeii- 
ded the hill, and ordered lieut. dark L. Oweof to take com- 
mand of fifteen rncH' taken from the companies, to act aa 
cavalry, to cut off any retreat of the enemy. I ordered Capt. 
Thomas J. Rabib, *with his eommaind, up ^e right, Lieoit. 
Owen in. the center, axid Capt. Nicholas M. Dawson, with 
his command, «iponi the left. Just before reaching the vil- 
lage I had to desoend the hill, which brought us *within two 
bondred paces of the enemy. I then ordered Lieut Owen 
with his command to the right of Capt. Rabb's commiand. 
I then ordered a charge of the whole upon the viUage, 
which was obeyed instanter. The enemy fled for the river, 
which was in the shape of a half moon, encircling the vil- 
lage. Immeditfutely upon charging the village, a general, ef- 
fedtive fire was opened upon the enemy, who sooni com^ 
menced fiaUing upon the right and left. After char^no^ 
pretty nearly through their encamxyment, the men dismonmU 
ed from their horses, and continued the fire upon the 
enemy, as they w«re retreating to the river. Many were 
slain before they reached the river, in which they took ref- 
uge — many of whom were killed or drowned. Some, how- 
ever, succeeded in crossing the stream and making off thro' 
the prairie on the opposite side. At this time, Lent. Owen 
crossed ovier and commenced cuiting off their retreat. In 
this the gallant lieut-enant suece<Hled admirably. During 
all this time, the fire was kept up most effectively at the 

river for the space of thirty minutes. 

**When the enemy had reached the opposite bank, 

then it was that my troops displayed their skill in rifle 

shooting. Every man was deliberate and at the crack oi 
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hifi piect it 'wias apparent that good aim had beea taken* 
The river tmd its banks now presented evearsr eividence of a 
total defeat of our savago foos. The bodies of men, women 
and children were to be aeen on every hand, wounded, ^- 
ing, and dead. Having found that the work of death and 
destruction had been fully consummated here, I aecordingly 
ordeied my troops to cross the river, and a portion to act 
in coocert with' Lent. Owen. With the residne, I ocdered a 
general charge in. pursuit of the Indians who were at- 
tempting' to effect their escape. My men were soon seen 
flying ifOi every direction through the prairie, and their 
valor told that the enemy was entirely defeated. The 
pmsuit ceased at the distance of fonir miles from the point 
of attack, and finding- that the enemy wa& entirely over- 
thrown, I ordered my men to the encampment. 

^'The number of prisoners takem and broi^t into camp 
in small parties amounted to thirty four, seveo of whom 
escaped during a stampede of our horses on a very 
dark nighty besides three I left behind. 

''I instituted an examination into the number slain, and 
from the be^ information, there were 48 killed upoin the 
graond and' 80 killed and drowned in the river. Tliis Dum- 
ber is considered by the troops as bein^c too smadl an esti- 
mate of the number actually killed and destroyed in the en- 
gagement. I had two men slightly wounded, Mr. Dough- 
erty of Colofado county, and Mr. M. P. Jones of Payette 
— ^two horses were also wounded in tJie engagement. 

''At 10 o'clock my trooips had ail returned. I then or- 
dered the village to be destroyed by fire, and in fifteen 
minutes the whole encampment, with all property of every 
description, including more than three hundred saddles, and 
a large number of skins of various kinds was in flames. 

'^I then ordered the troops to march, assigning a suf- 
ficient :^«iiarxl to h-erd ard drive the immjnse caballacio of 
horses which had been eaptnu'cd from tho enemy, in number 
about five hundred, and tlhen turned my course for this 
place, manching by the position where I had left my beef 
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eaAtle. After heidin^ my cattle^ I marched «'bout six 
and eooamped for th« odght. The weather on my retum 
waa unfavorable — had to lie in camp two days on account of 
the north wioids and rain. The dostance from tiie city of 
Auatisi to the battle goiouDd, I estimate at full three hun- 
dred miles, and from the beet information I bavie been 
abie to obtain from the lipan Chief, and those of the Ser- 

atic tribe of Indiaoe with whom we met, I would say that 
we penetnated more than half way to the city oif Sanita Fe. 
Upon my return, near the old MissioDi otf San Saba, I Ml 
in with <a small party of ludiauA of the Seratic tribe, fifteen 
in numbor. After a eoneultation held between them and Cas- 
tro, the Lipan chief, I coockided to bring in* two of their 
captains, as they appeared friendly and desirous to treat 
with us, aKid> to aid us in oiur wars with the Comanehes, with 
whiom they are alao hostile. They represent their tribe as 
residing in the viciDaty of the Rio Grande, bettween Santa 
Fe and Chihoiaihua, and that they have about eight hundred 
warriors. 

''Two sprightly Mexican youths, bn.'tween the ages of 
fourteen and sixteen, were recaptured duriiDg the battle, 
whom the Comanehes had made captLves in the vicinity of 
Camargo, on the Bio Orande, about thinee months sinee. 

''Oreat credit is due Oastro and his men, seventeen in 
number, w<ho a<:ted as spie« during the campaign. They 
proved faithful and active thronghout, and the Government 
should be particiular in retaiming their frieudship, for as 
spies, they are unsurpassed. 

^'In conclusion, let me remark that too much credit can- 
not be awarded to the officers of my command for their gal- 
lant and officer-like conduct and> bearing during the entire 
campaign, and particularly during the engagement. And it 
affords me the greatest pleasure to in^fonm yuur Department 
of the manner in which both officers and privates dis- 
charged their dutiea, allways ready and' ever wiHUng to obey 
any order however ardnXms the performance might be. 
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'^My men have returned in good heailih end fine spixits, 
though, much fatigued. 

I have the homor to remain, 

Your most obedient servant^ 
John H. Moore, 
C 1840. 
— ^Auatin City Gazette, Nov. 11 ol. Commanding Volunteers." 



October 21, Col. A. Slomerville wtote to Oapt. A. NeiU 
reginrding the proi>oBed grafod expedition against the Indiaiis 
in November. He said that he hiad been informed that NeaU 
intended! to raise a oompwny, and requesAa him to nrooter 
and organize it and i:^e(>ort ^th the command by November 
10» at Fort I>inilBKnigitx>n, on Bmishy Greek, the r€8idez;vious 
de6ign«it€d by Maj. Oen. Felix Huston. 

Thomas O. Stubblefield, Texas government agent £orthe 
Alahamaa and Cooshatties, says in a letter* dated Norrem- 
ber 2, addressed to Secretary of State, Abner S. Lipcseoml), 
that those Indiana *werie on the reservtation set apart for 
them and were well pleased; but, that the survey of the 
lands, while in progress, was not completed. 

The Austin Oity Gazette of Novem-ber 11, publishes a 
nicely worded note, signed by a nnmSber of leading citizena 
invfiting Col. John II. Moore and men (who had returned 
from an Indian expedition and were cam^d near town) 
to attend a barbecue wftiich would be given m their honor 
Monday, November 16; and, also, Col. Moore's reply ex- 
tendiuig tflianlis to the committee find citizens for the invi- 
tation, bat saying tlvat most of his men had 'been away 
from thciir families for a lonig time and were anxicnis to get 
home and he and his command were, therefore, unable to ac- 
cept the inrvdtation. 

Notihing furtihai' setMius to have been done toward launch- 
ing into the wdids the ** grand expedition'* tltat ibad been so 
much difiK^ussed. 

^Army Archives. 
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Tbe woric done by Moore audi fads foUiowens was of such 
a Omcov^ nature anck bo far reaching in its effects, that Jt 
wae doubtless deemed unnecessary to |po to th« expense 
atad trcraible of other czpeditioDs for awfaiie. 



On Gtileland Credc, in Travis county, July 4, « paHy 
o^ iDdians killed* and scalped « oegro girl, wbo belouged 
to ttr. CUptou. She .wsb driving cov« lunne said hollowed 
at tbem. Her cries stttraeted thie atteutiooi of the Imdiansi, 
who crept itowani her through the tall grasd nnperceived afiod 
dic>t her without warning. 

UauaHy Indiaois didi m>i kiU negro slaves, but held) them 
for largie ransoms, which they seldom, or never, failed te 
get. In this instanice, said! in some others, the love of blood 
was stronger with them than the love of gain. When cir- 
etimstanct^ vDene such as to preclude the savages from hold- 
ing negroes? for ransom, the darkies were killed, and gener- 
ally scalped, like? other victims. 



INDIAN TBOUBLBS ALONG BED RIVBR. 

Shifting the Gccue of coavQict — ^the Moody warfare oo- 
tween the red meoi SAd whites was being waged all alomg 
Mie frontiers — we wiU give some incidentB that traiispii)od 
in thd <?xtrem« northern part of the Republic. The follow* 
ing SB related by that early pioneer and historiaoi of that 
section, the lat^ Judge J. P. Simpson: 

''loi the winder and spring of 1839 Axilcb '40 the citizeos 
at Fort loglish, Warren and Preston moved home to the 
Fort with the determdnation to defend themsedves and prop- 
erty agodnst tbe forays of the Indians, tho effort of the gov 
ernment having proved abortive to give protection to these 
settlers, on account of it:^ Lack of men and resouroes ad- 
equate for the purpose. The president was opposed to a war 
polk9>, .and) favoring paotfic and treaty measures, instruct- 
ed tbe ofiQoers and reqaested the citizens to use tlieir infln- 
ence and energy in collecting detached and broken tribes of 
Inttaos then scattered over tiie BR(iiiUiOy in ordeir that they 
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might be treated with, and reservations of land be graflited 
them for settteaeoit. Dr. D. Rowlett, coiigreesainaii from 
this ddstrict, had collectJed a Hinall part of a tribe of Coo- 
«hattees at his place on Bed River, aood had the oyersight 
of thiem unttil they eould be provided for by the govern- 
menc. 

*' Daniel Dugan, who lived some miles southfvve«st of War- 
wn, was often annoy-ed by the Indians. His son, Daniel, was 
killed by them while at work a short distancie from the 
honse. His hoiise was attacked at night, one man killed 
and anotlier wounded. The circumstances and incidents of 
the killing I will more minutely detail. Three yotung" men- — 
Green, Hoover and Gordon — were occupying one room of the 
house, the old man Dugan and family the other room., and 6. 
0. Dugan {wh«o died recently in California) and his brother, 
William, oceupied tlie stable loft to guard their (horses. 
The yoiung men had retired to bed (the family had XK>t jre- 
tmd) when the IndiacB suddenly forced open the dioor of 
the room in which the young men were sleeping, and) dish 
eharged a nuonber of shots inito the bed, killing Green, 
wounding Hoover, and them' rushed into the house. Gor- 
don seized the door-shu/ttcr and with force clo»ed tlie dKKW, 
throwing the Indians to the outside, where the dogs at- 
taeked them, and they cominieueed shootang tlie dogs, and 
the old) man Dugan shooting at them as fast as he could, 
9tvA they at him in the house with his family. During this 
dangerous, exciting, conflicts George and- William were not 
idle spectators of the surroundings. The moon was shining 
very brighltly and they had discovered an Indian who had 
set his gun at the door, and during the fight at the house 
had been working at tlie loek trying to get the horses out. 
He was in such a position, however, thait those in the loft 
oMdd not shoot him. After the figbt was over a/t the boose 
two Indians casne up to the stable with lariats on their 
necks, when the Dugans let them have the contents of their 
gtuiB. One of the Indians fell dead and the other ran a 
sbort distance and fell, utter i;tig savage groafls in hjs dy- 
iftg agonies. The Indian at the atable door then ram oCf, 
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leaviiig his gun. The JjoMBsas then began to 'blow on their 
'w!bistle9 and hoot like owls, as a signal to rally and get to- 
getiher. 

''iNext morning the dead Indian was found .to have on 
a calico hunting shirt whic(h Dr. Rcywlett had given him,- 
ajud the gun at the door proved to belong to the Cooahatteu 
chie^ who lived at Dr. Rowlett's. Catherine, the yooingest 
daughter of Dandel Dugan, had solemnly vowed when her 
brother, Daniel, was killed, scalped, and tomahawked, that 
she would cut off the bead of the first Indian fihe got a 
chance at. She accordingly shouldered an ax and march- 
ing to the stable, as bold as an experienced and 
adroit surgeon going to dissect a subject, with a 
few direct blows severed the head from the bodjy and 
carried it to the house as a trouhy of revenge for tlie mur- 
der of her brother. The headless body wasf left as food for 
beasts of prey. I saw the skull about the house years 
after. 

The old lady Doigan was . very smart, industrious eco- 
nomical, domestiictally inelined woman, maiich more £0 tihan 
women of today. She spam' he thread, wove her cloth aikl 
made her own wearing apparel. She found use for the In- 
dian sItuU as one of the fixture*?) to her loom as a quill 
gourd and had it attached accordingly. Catherine married 
a Methodist preaclier, B. W. Taylor, and moved to Oali 
fornia." 



FATE OF A PIONEER FAMILY — OTHER TBAGEDIB8. 

The foUowiuig incidents occurred diuring 1840, but the 
exact dates have not been preserved: 

Dr. Hunter and family — consisting of his wife, neari\' 
grown son, three daughters (aged respectively, about ten, 
twelve end eigihte^i yeais), and negM womaDH-locaAed in 
tlie Red River vsUey at a poimt s^bont eight miles below Old 
Warren and several miles from any neighbor. Subsequently 
his eldest daugbter msmed WilUam Lasd^ord of Warren sod 
settled at another place. Sometime thereafter Dr. Hunter 
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mA his son le£t hoone. Daring their ateence his tea* aod 
ItMlve year old dmoffiiiera were tattaok&d ait a flpnog, dMut 
a iMBKlred yairdB fmm the hiaiise, axid one of them killed and 
aoidpedyaiid the other taken prisoner by ^ven Indians. The 
IWiana crept tK> the bouse aoxd mahed into it amd killed 
MxB. Hnsicfl* iand the negro woman, and acalped the formed, 
tat not the latter. They then looted the premises, and' wero 
jai9( diaappeazdoig from view, when yousig Hunter returned. 
He oaUed to his mother, but reoeiyed no reply, and ruominK 
^kKiogh the open doorway, stumbled over her lifeless and 
arnqgied body. The little girl was oom|>e]led by the IndMOOfii 
01 dresB dxer own mother's soalp. Six months, or a yMr, 
Srtcr she was sold* to friendly Choctaws and, her farother 
HHtning of the f acit, went to the Nation and ironBOKned h«r. 

Melntyre aiAl his family located near Shawneetown in 
wtaut is xwrw Oroyson coumty ; but being annoyed by the lOr 
4lnaBt moved to wbat is known as Melntyre 's crossing on 
Ifte Chociaw, m the same county. Moody, who resided in 
tke BBnte region, started to Warren on business eind at duak^ 
Wben opposite Melntyre 's house, was j^ot and kiUed by 
IWlians, who scalped him, built a bon-f ire and laid his bod|r 
en &, and danced and yelled around the pyre all night. Mo* 
Istyre and his «two sons, the latter Siged respectively twelTe 
a«d fourteen years, plainly heard' the noise, and barricaded 
Ite doors of their cabin, expecting to be attacked. Some 
mooiths later his sons were killed and scalped while hunting. 

Two brothers, named Sewell, living at Old Warren, 
hqard a noise in their horse lot at night and one of 
them went out to investigate. When near the lot, a voice 
i^iied to him, sayfinig: ''Lay the gap low«r." Believing tha^ 
white thieves were trying to steal the stock, he exclaomed: 
**I've caught youT* 

A moment later he was struck in the breast by an ar- 
row. He ran to the house, exclaiming as he passed his broth- 
er: '*I am idiot," and, staiggering on a few feet further, fell 
dead. The Indian who^ kiUed him pursued him closely; but 
being eonfromted* by the cither Sewell, halted and was in the 
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ict of diacfaargiagi am amnw at his niew antagonist when bd 
WW fired on and killed by the aorviTing brother. 

Moody, the Molntyre boys, and youii^ SefweU weore 
htelieved to have been kiUed by Shawnees, text tbe whilte 
I>QO|)le wero not able to oonfiim the aospicioDi by* proof. For 
part, the Shawnees declaimed h&ving committed the 
era, and chaingied them to ''wUd Indians.'' 



8AVIH0 OSBOKN'S SOALP. 

CSaibome and/ Lee Oaborn, James Hamilton and several 
other young men separated while ba£f alo hnntingH-Oaiborne 
Osborn and Jamea Hamilton, going in one direotion and their 
eompanioDs in another. Indians attacked tfnd pni«ae«d Gto- 
born: and Hamilton, badly wounding the hozae of Osbom. 
The young men gaiUoped from the spot toward where tbeir 
comrades oould be found; but had) gone only) a short dia- 
tanee when Osboom's horse feU. throwini^ him heavily to the 
ground. Hamilton kepit on, reached the other hudtens, and 
dashed back to the res&ue with them. They arrived bare])f 
in time to save Osibom's life. He was lying* where he felL 
IndisDB were ail around him, beating and stabbing hlm^ 
axkd had paxtly removed his scalp. A fusilkide from the 
party sesit the Indiaos acurryinig to the cedar brakes. Ob- 
bom's scalp was carefully replaced and, iUf time, healed. 
He settled near WebberviUe, Tnavis county, where he lived 
many years and reared a large and respectable family. 

Kenney says: "IVam a fierce raid cm Bastrop the trail 
of retreat led through Burleson county • • *. They (tht 
LKlians) were pursued by Oen. Burlesoni with a party of citi- 
sens, and seven Indiana killed. Around Austin * * * thepre- 
datofy incuisionB continued without cessation, the Wacoft 
and Comaciches chiefly dividing the responsibility. " 

''At Fort IngUah, • • • two boys named Cox were cap- 
tured. The Indiana were chased, bnt made good their ea- 
ca|>e, carayintg away the captives. On the way, they killed 
a one-armed man and euit off his remainincr ann, which ait 
night they roasted and ate, makinig ogns to the boys that 
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they would 80oa eat them also. But <they did imt, aiid 
miMiths afterwaidn th« bogFB were purchued by tmdero 
sent home."* 



The year closed with a larff<» portion of Texas oajiquer- 
ed from the aavaig^e foes of aetikment ^savd civilization, and 
further redemption of itlie wildernof^s afiSAired. It is remark- 
able tliait so much should liave b^cr apecon](plish(Hl -wht^ the 
jxiblic treasury was empty, the Republic uneblK* to borrow 
money, and the jyaper cunrency of Texas was ciixjulftted with 
difficulty at ondy a biii»11 fraction of its nominal value. Ite 
Oiily lexplanffiution is tliat both governm^ait and pooiple co-op- 
erated loyally fior the attainment of the object in view, and 
looikied to tlhe future, instead of the present, for reward — 
a sane pr^escieiuce aiul valiant oi)tiimLsm that hasitened ift- 
crease of pojpulation, wealth and »e<?iirity as nothing else 
Could luave dione. 

('acting "Uip the a<*eoun.t today, it can be truthfuilily said 
tlie price was none ito great for that which it obtained for 
tlnxse who paid it, and for those who have come after them. 

4- Scarf ri "Comprehensive History of TezM." 




CHAPTER XIV. 




HE year 1841 ha« been Seated by Texaa 
faftBtoriasia as one practioaNy free fitMn Jxt- 
^B/Di atrocities and senoos depredations^— « 
fact due to tbeir not havung access to ar^ 
chives oodi other sources of infonmatioii 
that are now available. While the liat 
of horrors perpetrated by the vanishing 
race — ^still sttroaig enough to «^trike, and 
J witii hatred and sanguinary inipidses inten- 
sified rather than diminished by what it 
had suffereck — was not so long and gruesome as those of 
«mne former years, it waa still of on extent to harrow the 
sympathies and make the blood run oold, and requires the 
year to be markedf in red in the annals of the conunoo- 
wealth. 

The struggle tear mastery was yet on, and was pros^ 
xiuted by the Anglo- Americans witih a courage and a resD- 
lution that came down to them from Senlac, Agincourt 
and Crecy, and that Ims ever caused them to reject frott 
Uie hsads of Fortune anything save victory and dominiotti 
when waging contests for supremacy. The reader wiH 
therefore find that the ioacidenta of border warfare in 
Texas in 1841, are not inferior in interest to those thait pec- 
ceded them. 
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DimHAL AFFAIB»-INDIAN HOSnuUBS. 

The Fifth Congress pasBed a joint resolution, approved 
Jan. 6, 1841, providinifir ''That the 6um of $10,000.00, wliich 
was appropriated for the purpose of volunteer expeditions 
against the bodtile Indiana on the upx>er Brazoe river be, 
and the same is hereby, traoisferped for the purpose of raas- 
iDg and subsisting any force that the President may author- 
ijie to be raised for said expedition." 

An act olf Congi^s, approved January 18, abolished the 
office of Secretary of the Navy and diervolved) the duiks of 
tha4) office oni the Secreltary of War, who was afterwards 
sometimes addressed by his former .title but more olten and 
oogra^ectly as Secreltary of War and Marloe. The act abol- 
ialfeed, or ooosoitiidated, variaos other edifices; required the 
President to reduce the number of ottieero holdinf^ commas- 
sione in the reguilar aimy, and provided that all further re- 
eruiting for the an^y shouild be dSscontmueid. 

The Travis Ouards, a uniforxned eonopafiy, were aoeor-' 
porated by an act approved) January 23. 

January 23, Capt, John T. Price, who had jnst oompletr 
ed a scout to the west w&th. his spy cooD|pany, sent a dcB^ 
patch* to the Secrdtary of War, comtaininig such iniforma- 
tion as be couldl gather cooce miner the inteoltion of Mexico 
to invade Texas — an event that was then' deemed cer^ 
tain to occur durinig the vrintg, or cummer, but which* was 
prevented by a series of fortuiftoios carcumotanees, that be- 
fi&ended Teixas, as it had been several times beBore. He Aid 
that it was reported thait an army of 10,000 meo was beaug 
mobdlized) and that it would be reinforced by each of the 
Mexican staitea f urnoshiaig 2,000 men. 

The Galveston ArtiiQery Company, a uniformed) company, 
was incorporated by an act of Congress, approved Jan. 30. 

An acti, approved Feb. 1, appropriated $8,000.00 for 
the support of trooipa then on. the froovt&er under the com- 
mand <^ Col. Wm. O. Cooke. 

1^ Amy AfchlTM. 
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Aof aet flpiprovedl February 4, 1841, aivthoorized the eet- 
tlerB on tbe frantier borders of each of the tcXkmiD^ eooDr 
Hea to organdte a ooix^Miiiy of not less tboD) tweoifty nor nroffo 
than fifit3^fidx mdnuite m€ii, rank and file: Fannin, Lamar, 
Red River, Bonw&e, Paaehal, BaiM)la, Niaeoigdoches, IIoafltOQi, 
Robei:tflon, Milean, Travis, Bexar, Qoniaales, Qoliad, Victoitfa» 
Refnigio, San Patiddo, MoBJitgomeiy aod Bastroip. Tbe com- 
paoieB were to elect their own otfifieers and hold themBelTee 
in readiness to afford a ready and aotifve proteotion to the 
frontier settlements. The act provided: ^'The members of 
said comjpanies shall at all times be prepared 'with a good 
sabstiaaitial horse, bridle amd saddle, with other necessary ac- 
contzrementis, together with a good gun and one tnUDdred 
roxKnds of ammnnfition ; and in addition to this, wh<en called 
into service, such numlber of rations as tlie captain, may di- 
rect. • • • The captains • • • may, wh-eoi they deem at pru- 
dent, ddtail from theao* companies a number oif spies, not 
more tham five, to act upotn the frontdeins of tluur several 
counties." 

Members of tbe coonpanies were exeonpted from tbe pay- 
ment of state, county and corporation poU itax aaid the tax 
afiscBsed by law iipoo one saddle horse, and froin the per- 
formance of amy kind' of military dxitff and workiurg on the 
public roads. 

The pay provided for eaoh minute matn -wias coie dollar 
per day for service actually rendered; ** provided," says 
the aict, * 'that the members of the companies shall nolt re- 
eeivd pay on amy one expedition for a longer period than 
fifteen days; and, on the several expeditions within one year 
after their organization, shall not receive pay for a longer 
period than four months in the aggregate, excepting the spies, 
for every year tbereadBter • • • /' 

PosfidUy about tibia time (the date is uDioertain) a num- 
ber of settlens, who hiad come to Warren, Fannim coointy, to 
atitend district court, which was <to convene the folliOfwJtng 
day, were gaibered Suaiday night around a stove in a tavern 
ke|yt by Capt. Sowell and J. S. Scott, and were ioiidlastriously 
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4fngB^^^ ID Htowio^ toddies «ad talking. They were madden- 
ly Htartled by «t <MNmiiotiDO! in the cftsbl« and bone lot of the 
tavern, and rushed out inito the darkness and toward) the 
spot— ^most of them neglecting to take tiheir fireannB with 
tbem. A« they eUornmBed they M-ould, tW^y found that In- 
ShaoA were attempitinis^ to steal the 8t6ck. C«pt. SoweU^ 
-who wiaB in fnmt, ^fkred his pistol at the maraudero, i^ithoot 
effect, and was hiniself sihot and instantly koUed, one arrow 
penetratang Im eicnamch and another entering his back «nd 
coming oiut an fronit. Scott killed an Indoan, iaoid' the 
balance of tihe redskins took to their heels. The district coort 
oi^taniized, but immediately adjourned and the judge, law- 
yem and litigants etiirted for bonne, upon a scout informing 
them he had dilscovered the trail o^* a large band of Indfians 
going in the ddrecstion of Fori Inglish. Oapt. Bird, — Sknp- 
-son and several othcits waited until night to set forth, and 
liad gone but «a ehoait diKtance ^^-li-en th«y stopped for Caipt. 
Bud to rcc*over luis hat, which had fallen off. While he was 
looking for it, a number of Indians ran too^nard the party, 
yelling and shooting arrows^ Simpson fired his shot gun at 
them and cried in a st'entorlan voice, a^ if addressing a com- 
pany of rangers: *' Change!^' The eff cot on the Indians was 
magical ; they tore into weeds as if Jack Hays, himself, was 
i\fter thtMn, and the travelers wended their way toward 
where they were going, i>os»ibly without wasting time on the 
hat or complimenting Simpson on his ready, resoupcefiil wit. 
January 9, Judge James Smith and .son, of Austin, the 
latter mounted behind the Judge on a horse, were purstwd 
by Indians near the capital. Father and son were well 
mounted and might have escaj:<(i, but for the fact that, rid- 
ing under a titee they were knocked off by one of the limbs. 
Scrambling to their feet, they ran into a thicket; but were 
pursnied by the Indians, who killed and scalped Judge Smith, 
and took the boy into captivity. On the mme day a broth- 
er of Jludge Smith wa» chased by Indians, but etftsaped' by 
the fleetness of his horse. Te^i days later Judge Smith's 
father-inrtews while cutting a bee-tree four miles south of 
Aaistin, was killed and scalped by Indians. 
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« 

In « de^Ateh dafted J^nuBiy 10, O&pt. Beniamia T. 
OUKam, of the lat Intantry, eomniandaiKt at San Antonio, 
Mjv that Oapt. Jaek Hays aod hia 8p3r conxpaiiy wei^ on a 
scout toiwaird the Nuecea and) Rio Orand«, and a report waa 
daily expected from him, and that Mexican banditti, who in- 
feited the Mexican border and preyed upon ranches and trad- 
en, had* committed thefts of horBes and caiUle. 



OFFIdiJ. BEPOBTB OF BOBDKB D0IN08. 

Capt. Geo. M. Dolaon of Travis County Minute Men 
made the following report* to Secretary of Whr Brtanch T. 
Archer, April 2 : 

**1 have tHie honor to reporl.that the company of minute 
men, under my command, was organized' on the 28-th ult. On 
the 29th 1 s^it Lt. Newcomb and two ni'en to reconnoitre 
Brushy, who returned the next diay and repoortedi a fresh 
trail of Indiami leading towardis Austin. A portion of my 
men were soon mounted, and accompanied by some volun- 
teers, went in immediate pursuit. We were u-nsiuccessful 
in finding ithjese Indiaois, but discovered the trail of tho 
party who had stolen Capt. Brown s honse a few nights pre- 
vious. We followed tlie trail and' succoed-ed in gadninig their 
yicinaty, a few miles aJbove the Perdenales riveir. Here I or- 
dered a halt for the porpoee of refreshing our horses, halv- 
ing traveled about sixty inih*s in twenty-four hours over a 
mountainous country. I sent out my spies (moanted on the 
beat horses) who returned, bringing into camtp Uvn^ of the 
tnnemy's caballado and reporting fresh signs in the Ookxm- 
do bottom. At midnight we were in our saddles and again 
•upon their tnul, wvtih the hope of dJacoverinig their camp and 
attacking thiem at dawn ; but the dArkness of the nigrht pro- 
vemtedi. Having halted again for a short time, we continued 
our route. At daybreak we discovered their horses, and a 
few minutes afterwards found ourselves npon Uieir camp. 
Ttie action commienced, on the part of th)e Indians, by a rap- 

If Aray ArebiTM. 
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id discharge of xifks. We immediate^ chux^ed, and) dnore 
them f torn their camp. Twice they rallied, under o^dem of 
their ciiief , who aetcd) with eonaiderable bravery ; bat nntli- 
in^ eouldi stop the knpetiioeiJty of my men, and! the Indians 
broke in every direction, leaving' na in poBseaBiiooi of their 
eamp. The naiture of the gronrwl> woidir not admit the ope* 
ration of cavalry, bnt we jMirsued them a short daistaiice oo 
foot. They were 8a£fe]:>ed to eaeape, however, bearing off 
their wounded, the numiber of which: eonldi not be aacer- 
tained, and le&ving their chief and aeven others deadi on 
the fidLd. We retamed' from* the chase, burned their bowa 
and) arrowts, and destroyed the camp. We arrived in Ufwn 
last ni^ht, bringing the horse that had been atolenf from 
Captain Brown. I am happy to say, none of my men) were 
wounded. I, myaelf, received in the commencemenit of the 
chase, one shot in my breaat and one in my thigh. My horao 
was also shot through the neck. After being shot, I coi^- 
tinned the chase on foot until so completely exhausted' I 
couldl neither proceed) further nor command my men. At thia 
instant, Gaptain Daniels came gallantly to my aid, asid called 
to the men, 'For Qod's sake,' not to permit the charge to 
end ! At thisi I was satisfied and desisted) from further ef- 
forts to proceed. The men under Captain Dandela contiaiaed 
the charge until the Indians were dispersed. The TndfiaiHi 
numbered aboufi thirty-five." 



BEN McOULLOOH ROUTES PABT7 OF IKDIAN& 

Early ie May^ Oapt. Ben McCutlloch and fifteen com- 
panions (Artliur Swift, James H. Callahan^ Wilson Randell, 
Oreen McCk)y, Eli T. Haokins, Archibald Gipson, W. A. Hall^ 
Henry E.McOulloch^ James Roberta, Jeremiah Bobertey Tbos. 
B. Nichols, Caplt. Wm. Tomlinaoar, Walliami P. yinoBnnon» 
Alaey 8. Miller and William Morrison.) marchisig from Gk>n- 
zales to the principal mountain tribnbary of the Giuadakipe, 
and thence to where Johnson's Fork of the Llaino empties 
into the latter stream, surprised and attacked ao encamp- 
ment of Itwenty-two lodaans at dawn. Fvve Indians were 
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Itfttedy and lialf the rconainder woookLed. They lo6t every- 
thiof^ eacept the arms they had in their hasids. Some of 
Ahe same IndDaos had) stolen hones nt Ooooaks. McGoUoch 
did not pilrsue them Immediately tfaereafter, as there weuUL 
have been little probability of OYertakiiii^ them. He *w«iited 
fbr aeves^l dajB, ao that Ibey would heiieve that no pitaoit 
was inieziided etad rdaK their vigilance. The reaolt attested 
the wisdom of the plan adopted. 



SEBVIOBB OF QHAHDUBBtl RAHCBHO OOMPAHT. 

Capt. Eli ChsaidLler, of the Robertson Coosnty Monute 
Men, writing to Secretary of War Braneh T. Aarcher, from 
Frsnkim, April 16, 1841, sa^rs: 

*'I beg leave to report that the eompany of minute men 
ander my command wvsi oif^aniaed <m tbe 29th of March. * * 
* * Upon the evening of Hhe 9th of April I received vDior- 
mation tbat am Indian enemy had kilMed Mr. Stephen Rofg- 
eia, Jr., and had driven away ei^A, head of hones from 
the easterly side of the Naivasota Baver. I immediately 
<l|o&ect6d twenty-five of my men aod, by a forced moroliy 
*w« enabled to come np with two of them about 11 o'clock 
a. m. of the llth iust., at the distance of two miles, movini^ 
tile fitolen horses. * * * I immediately gave chase at ftift 
q[>eed for the distance of seven miles and * * * recovei«d 
a& of the houses * * * and) took oxte from the enemy. I am 
lk>rry to 4say thait, fromi tbe jaded eauditicn of our horses 
^id tbe start whidh they had, they w«re able to elude us. 
Urarile 'we muest regret their escape, it affords me pleasure 
to aay that, from the perseverance manifested' on the marcfti 
<Snd in tbe chase by every man under my command, I be- 
Gefve tbat noitiiixi^ is wanting on the part of this commsmd 
but a fair opportunity, to sustain that character for chirv- 
airy which is always anticipated fromi Texas citizens." 

Further supplementing his report to the Secretary of 
War, Captain Chandler says: *'* • • On the 16th ii»t. I 
received information from spies tStat they had aceidentaUy 
met Messrs. Hardesty and Porter, wflio had been despatched 
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by Col. Tho6. L Smith and B. J. Chamibers (w4io were co a 
fltirveying >expeditiaD) to livforax me tH«t they had diAcovered 
the appearance of & body of Lodiaiis on Pecaa Creek, a 
tributary of the Ibrinity River, At the distance of about one 
hxmdTed mika from this .place. I forth'with took up the line 
of march with forty-five m^en of my command, and was 
joined on the march by Thos. I. Smith and! Mir. Branch 
(both of Milam couaty), R J, Chambers, C. M. Winkler, 
Jcihn Copeland, F. Flint and' M. M. Ferguson, as voluntieers, 
making the aggsrogate force fifity-three. 

**0n the morning of the 20th, by traveling ail of the 
preeedioig nigfat, I was aible to gain a pointion in the neigh- 
borfuood of *be • • • Indians, and believing that we had not 
been discotvered, I concealed my m<?n and despatched recon- 
norterimg parties, which resulted' in Lieut- Lave reporting 
hiB having found, down the Creek a few miles, a deserted 
village, which had been visited within a few days by the en- 
emyw But the latenessi of the hour induced me to remain un- 
til the dawn of the next morning, at which time we took up 
tlie line of maorch fcpr the deserted village. Having pro- 
ceeded about five mfles, we discovered at the distance of 
thuee hundred yards, eight or ten of the enemy, • • • im- 
meddately gave chase, and pursued them about three miles 
in a contrary direction, as we afterwards learned, from their 
vdllage, but by their superior knowledge of the woods, theor 
evaded us. I tluen retnogradcd to hunt the deserted vvllage, 
which we found, containing twenty-eight lodges, and) also a 
trail, which we pursued. At the distance of one mile we dis- 
covered our former foe, on the same trail. I immediately 
charged with all my force at full speed on the path, whidi 
ran on a ridge not more than three hundred o(r four hun- 
dred yards wide, enclosed on <«uch aide by two creeks run- 
ning nearly paraUeli and on each side of which was an ex- 
tended bottom, grown up with undcorwood) so as to be im- 
passable for horsemen, a distance of about five miks, wftiich 
brought us up with the enemy's new village, without ovtr^ 
taking them; but continuiitg directly throoglb the camp, 
thereby alarming men, women and chfldTcn, who all fled 
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before we coiald get within gunshot difitanee, to altuofit im- 
penetrable thiekets, abamdoiDiiiQg every vestige of their prop- 
eity. I bad dismoiuifteid my men, leaving the captured prop- 
eriy and onr horsee under e barge of Lieut. Love and a die- 
tachment, and eommienced aoourintg the bottom, and succeeded 
in eoUecting aome property; and had* a few shots from the 
enemy , which were returned with effect. During my absence 
Lieu^ Love necenSred a few shots, which were pax>mptly re- 
turned with effect. 

**I have only to report Col. F. I. Smith slightly wound- 
ed m tbe hand ; three of the enemy killed, some wounded ; 
and mne mnles, twenty-three horBes, some powdler, lead/ azMi 
axes, peltia, etc., taken — all of which we estimate \\x>rth 
tihiree thousand dollars. 

''After burning their village and destroying ev-orythin^ 
that could be useful, wQiich we could not transport, I took up 
the Jane oif nuarch for this place, and arrived here last night, 
aU well.'' 



Yucatan declared its ja^dependence May 16, and engageil 
in vrar with Mexico, wthicb gave the latter country some- 
tbJOig, besides in/wuling Texas, to think about. This circum- 
stance was of course fortunate for the people of Texas. 
Nevertheless^ peace did not prevail, as the Lidians were eon- 
stantly plundering land murdering in all parts of the Repub- 
lic, and more escpecially along the northern frontier during 
this year. 



BIRD'S FORT. 

As a preliiyde to what follows, it must be remembered 
tbat lat^ as 1841, Clarksville was the most westerly t(ywn of 
any oiate in the vaUey oi Red River — ^there were scattered 
settlements in Lamar and Fannin counties; principally 
alooy the river; and a tew cabins alon^ the Sulphurs, aoxl 
between these streams and Red River, high up as Fort Ing- 
Ksh, (near where Boniham now stands) ; at old! Warr^i (in 
Fannin coonty) ; and the most westerly seMement at 
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BreBtao, opposite tbe month of the Washita BSver, known 
m Coffee 'ji Trading Hooiae. 

Bands of hostile Indiana were conatantlx depredat&ng on 
tbeae expoBed settleimefntB and mnrdciriDir (tbe lesa pnoteeted 
inhabitants— as their massacre of the Ripley family on Rip- 
ley's Creek, in Titua connty, early in April, 1841,* 
ud vaxoouB orotrages in the Wan^ea neigiilMiiiood and else- 
ipbere, as we shall narrate. 

In the winter of 1840-41, Captain John Bird or- 
ganized and led la company of threei months rangers 
trom Bowie and Red River eonntiea, np tibe Trinity 
Kiver, for the purpose of locating and establishing a 
aiilitary post, as a means of encouraging settlements in that 
sectiou. At that time there wasvalaw of tbe Republic donat- 
Wg lan^ for this purpose. A site wn ctosen, and a stock- 
ade erected, cmne two ox* three miles enst of the present 
town of Biixiville, on tihe Main or West fork of the Trinity^ 
which wad named Bird's Port, but ftw some cause — the timie 
of. their enlistment expiriog — ^tbe rangers returned homcf 
leaving the post unoccupied. A little later Capt. Robert 
Sloan led a profipectinig party os far ont as the fort; hut 
aoon returned, one of the party, David Chibb, late of Illi- 
nois, and a soldier in tlie Black Hawk war of 1832, htavJmig 
been kilkd) by Indians at a small lakte <on Ehn fork of the 
Trinity, a shorti distance above its mouth, and below the 
Keen an crossing. 

Following these expeditions, in tihe fall of 1641, tthe 
brave and hardy pioneers, Hamp Rattan, Captain Ma- 
bel Gilbert, and John Beeman, with their families, and a 

9> Early In April Indians attacked the Ripley family at their hmneoa the old Cherokee 
trace, on Ripley Creek, in Titae county. Mr. Ripley was abecnt from home at the time. 
His son (twenty years of asre) was shot and killed while plowing in the field; his eMeet 
daoffhter (about sixteen years old) was shot and killed while running from the hoaee; two 
younffor daughters escaped by reaching and taking refuse In a thicket. Mrs. Ripley and 
all of her smaller children save one were beaten to death with chibe while trying to make 
their way to a cane brake situated two hundred yards from their cabin. The child, not 
wHh the mother, was asleep in the house and was burned to death, the Indians plundering 
and then setting fire to the habitation which was reduced to ashes. This horrible erime. 
ted to the organisation of a retalitory expedition, which took some time to organize in that 
sparsely settled section, and which was led into the ladlaa eouatry by Gen. Tarrant. 
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Ufw aisigh men, located at Bird's For.tj EzpectLag to find 
an abundance of game in the coontryi the setthra canned 
out a aoaat sapplj of ptroyiaionsi but ibe Tndiimtfi bad bnato- 
ed off the gx«u» from all that section, and vmo game of any 
kind was to be found. So, late in Noviemiber of thia year, 
a wacpon waa seot back to Bed Biter for supplies. Bein« 
overdue, three of the settflers, Alex W. Webb, (ia 1905 liv- 
dn^ at Mesquite, in Dallas county), Solomon Silkwood, and 
Hamp Battan, went in search of the wagon party. Beaching 
a x>oiint about one and a half miLes southneast of the preaent 
town of CarroUton, on tjhe east sid« of Elm Fork, C^istmas 
day, they halted to cut a bee tree, when they were attacked 
by a small party of concealed Indians. Battan was killed; 
buti Webb and Silkwood, after killing one of the Indians, 
e8cax>ed to the fort. One of the single men now 
went out, and soon mret th^ relief wagon, which reached the 
soene of the traigedy on the 30th of the month, where they 
found Battan 's body, still guarded by his f aithf ui dog. The 
remains were carriod to the fort, and in a rude coffin, made 
of an old wagon bed, committed to earth. This worthy pio- 
neer and martyr was a brother of Mrs. A. J. Witt (de- 
ceased) of Dallas county, and Mrs. W. J. llirockmorton and 
Mm. Wm. Fitzhugh, of CoUin county. Two of hia brothers — 
John and Littleton Battan participated in the Village Creek 
fight. 

At the time of the tragiedy snow was six inches deep 
and the weather intensely cold, and from tiie exposure on the 
trip, Silkwood sickened and ditd And tbos commenced the 
First permanent settlement on the upper waters of the Trio- 

ity. 



OENEBAL TABBANT'S EXPEDITION. 

Oetnemal Edward Tarrant was a gaUanit soldier, and) one 
of the successful leadeons of yolutikteeis and iraoigers m the 
defense of ttie northeastecni part of Texas against Indians. 
He was aLs^ a briUdant and noted lawyer — loni^ xtesiding jn 
Bowie county, but later removing to EUia county, where be 



1 
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died). The auooefis of the exi)«diticA wihieh he headed egaioBt 
the great ladiaffu emcampcniEit on ViUage Creek in 1841, was 
reasoBDi for attaching im 2)Ame to tihe county embracing the 
4iieatne of has f eariess ez3>lt>itfi oni that oooasiock The hom- 
er cocnf eonred' was well bestowed. The locatiosn of thoB f or- 
mddaible force of depredating loldians was at a poioit some 
distance east of flort Worth, and a few mfllea west of tiie 
town of Arlington, a little south of where the Texas and Pa- 
cific ctfuilroad crosses Villa^ CSreek — ^witUizi sigbt of the iai- 
teriQffbani eaiiB that now speed to andi £ro e^nery few minutes 
betweeoi Foit Woirth and) Dallas. 

No full ajod relaaJble {Qarrative of Tarrand^'s espedation, 
the Village Creek fight and tragic death of the celebcnoted 
pioneer preacher, lawyer and Indian fighter — Johni B. Den- 
ton. — has ever before been puWiahecL The official aeooutiKt 
which follows, was recently discovered smong the Army* Af- 
chifves in the State Library at Austin. The dooument was 
wiitten by Aeting* Brigade Inspector Wm. N. Poriter, uufder 
date, Borwie county, June 5, 1841, repoituug to Secretary of 
War Branch T. Andher, andi reads: 

**By order of Gem. Edward H. Tarrant, Brigadder Gen- 
eral of the Fourth Bra^adle Texas Militia, I eommnnicate to 
you the following facts relative to an expedition which he 
has lately completed against the hostile Indi'ans. 

*'0n thte 14th of May, he left Fort Johnson, above Cof- 
fee's Sitation (the tih^em abandoned po^ established by Wm. 
G. Cooke at or near the present city of Denison. — ^Author) 
with one company of men commanded by Capt. James Bour- 
land. Owing to late depredations by Indians of a more fre- 
quent and dariaig character, and learning that the villa^ of 
Indians hadi lately been discovered on the headwaters of the 
Trinity River, he determined, with the small num'ber of sfix- 
ty-nine men, if possible, to find the Indians' andi attack 
them. We marched five days in a directioni a little soutih 
of west, passing through the lower cross^tbnbers, and) cross- 
in^g the head branehes of the middle fork of the Trinity. 
On the fifth day we entered the upper cross- timbers and 
changed our direction a little mlore south. On the 19th we 
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diocoveiKd tolerably freah signa. We bad every reafion to 
beUeve there *were TndaaiTB id tbe vicinity. We soon found 
I two villages, wUch we found to be deserted. The Indians, 
. 6i some time prefvious, had cultivated oorat at these viliages. 
/ There wesre some sixty or seveovty loldeea in these two vil- 
lages. They were om the main western branch of the Tris^ 
ity.. They bedng situated) on high brsaiches of the moun- 
taimSy Gen. Tarraint deemed it imiprudeni to bumi the villages, 
for fear of giving alann to the Indians. Eroon) such elevat- 
ed positions tbe smelce couild have beeo seen fior many 
miles ; but 'they were, io a i^eat measure, dei^royed wvtih 
OUT axes. We cbangeid our course southeast, foUowang the 
course, for some distance, of the main westbero branch of the 
Trinity ; and on the 21st> we creased the high divide, and that 
night camped on the eastern branch of the Brazos. Find- 
ing no Indian signs here, we chaaiged our course east umtil 
mie again fiitaruck the Triiiidty, intendang to scour the western 
branch to its mouth. On the 24ith we came to the f ordi of 
the Triiaity, where Oenerals Rusk and Dyer charged the 
Elickapoo camp m 1838, in sight of the lower cross-timbers. 
Here we lecrossed the Trinity frolm the eastern side to the 
westeom side, and upon the high i)rairies one mile from the 
ford, we found very fresh signs of Indians. The spies were 
sent ahead, and( returned' and reported the Indian village 
in three miles. We arrived] in three or four hiwndred yards, 
and) took up a position- behind a thicket. Tlie men were or- 
dlered' to divest themselves of their blankets, packs, and all 
maimer of incum/bramices, after which the line was formed 
and the order given to chairge into Ihe village on horse- 
back.'' 



FAMOUS VILLAGE CBEEE FIOHT. 

''Am you all ready? * * ^ Now mijr biraye men, we will 
never all meet on earth again; there is greait ooniTasion and 
death ahead. I shall expect erery mm to f IBl his place and 
do his dloty" were the all too true words of admonition ut- 
tered by the igiom aaid fearless Tamint as he gave his or- 
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den and led Jhis brave men m the dosperate idiarge. In a 
mooMit the aoaDd of firearnifly wit|k « Toaee of Hiiaider, sang 
oot over the alamied and Cerror-atenk^n inhaibitaaato of that 
mde eity of the wildemeeB. The <»ialaiight was fierce and 
the sorpriBe complete-^the InduNDB fa)]pDfg iu deartSi before 
they could escape fpom their lodges, or fleemg in -mOd^ eon- 
fuioa. '^The villaiBe was talMBi in an instaivt,'' aajB the of- 
fioial Tepoit, nvbeh we now rerame: 

'^CfiaooveriDg a laxige trail leadnag down the creek and 
aome of tihe TffMii^im hwiag gone id that direotion» a few 
men were left at the last vdUage and the twt at fidl speed 
took their course down the c^^ek upon which the vfiUage 
was Bitnated. 

''Two miles from the first ^^fllaige we bufct eaddeulj up- 
on another village. This was taken like tbe first Thieve 
was another vUlage in sight below. Man^ of the hones 
bavong failed, the men «n towaordi the vallage on foot; Imb 
tbe Indians, halving beard tbe finng at the second village, 
bad time to take odBf tfiefilr guns and ammuniftion snd com- 
menced occasionaUjr to return our fii«e. 

^'From this time there was no distinetion of villages, hxA 
one cootiniMnis village for the disteaioe of one mile and a 
half, only separated by the creek upon which it was situated. 
We bad now become so seattered that Gen. Taiaraot deemed 
it advisable to estaUish some raUjing point to whicbsmalier 
partaes rfiould be expected to cnlly. We marebed back to 
$ike second village, and the rear guerd with the pack having 
ooone up, the General ebose this as tbe position. From this 
point Capt. John B. Denton (aide to Gen. Tarrent) and 
Capt. BourlflSMS took .each ten men, for the purpose of sconr- 
ing .the woods. The parties went in differeoit directions, but 
formed a junction one mSile and a half below tbe second vilr 
lage. From lUhaB poant they intended to return, bU(t discover^ 
ing a vei^ large trail — much lai^ger than any we bad seen, 
one end' of Which led over a mountain w«Bt, the other east 
tQiwairdl3 tbe main Trinoty, crossing itbe creek upon wbach 
tbe villages were situated— they were compelled to cross tbe 
creek at the lower end of a Ixend which was formed like a 
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borse-sboe. Tbej tamed to erom th« croeky peroeivoof; 
tSiroTigb liie tknher what appeared to be a» viUage atiU larg^ 
er than any they had heretofore seen; but joat as the 
two detacbmeoto were on the eve of eo^riog the cireek, Ibey 
were fiiredi on by an enemy that could not be seen. At the 
firat fise Oen. Tarrant's aide, Capt Denton, was UUed and 
Capt. Stoat seyennely woonded — Oapt. Griffin fiUgjbtly ; the 
clothes of many others were pierced with ballSi but fortunate- 
ly no one else waa touched. Sitaaied) as they were, it was 
imposBoUe to maiubam tbedr position, being fired at firom al- 
most every quarter aoidi unable to see tiie enemy. In this sit- 
uation the men did libe best thev could — diBmonotEDg, some 
of themi raisKDig the yell, and' mal^g every diemionstrataon 
as though they intended' to charge the creek. The Indian 
yells and firing soon oeased, and; both parties left the 
gtvmnd. It was oot the wish o' Gen. Tairanrt to take any 
prisoners. The womem and' children, eaaoept otue,* we suffer- 
ed to escape, k 'they wisftied, and the men neither aisfeed, 
gave or reowved any quarter. 

"Fixnn the pidsoners whom we had taken, we learned 
that ait those villages there were upwards of one thousand 
warriors, mot nnore than half of whom were then at home. 
The other half were bunting buffalo, and) stealinig xxh the 
frontier. Here was the depot for the stolen borses from our 
frontier, spd the home of the horrible, savages who had 
miurdered our families. They were pontious of a good many 
tribes— principally the Gherokees who were driveoi from 
Nacogdoches county, some Creeks and Seminoles, Wacos, 
Caddes, Eickapoos, Anadarcos, etc. We connoted two hnnd- j| 
red and twemtry^flve lodlges, all in occupation, besides those 
that they oquId> see a glimpse of through the trees io the 
main village. They had) about three hundred acres in corn, 
that we saw ; and were ahundanfd^ providedl with ammnni- 
don of eveiy kind. They had good guns and) had) moulded 
a great many bullets. Each lodge had two or three little 



iH3«B. Tftmnt Im^ an ladiaa cbfiM that was MRtarad. bBtrttVBad H to ita 
•t A comcU h«id ia th« laAtea Tarritory te IBO. 
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bSigB of powder aaxl lead, tied up in «qual ixwliona; asid, at 
one Iodide, a aort of blackBmi/tli shop, wbere we found a set 
of blackamith'a taolfi. We fk)und over a half bufihel of 
moulded bulletis, and we alao found some sergeAct's 
awords, muaiket fliiKtB, rifle aoid musket powder, ^ig letftdy 
aaul musket balls, wlueh we supposed ithey mnst have taken 
from the place where the regular army buried a portion of 
their ammunition. Tbey had all manner of farming utensils 
of the best qnaUrly, except plows. In some of thet lodges 
we found feather beds and! bedsteads. 

''We felt ofonvincedl if the lodieas ooudd ascertain the 
smallness of OEur numsbeni, they might, with so great a num- 
ber, by taking lad'VQailbage of us at the eros^ng of the ereeks 
with snch immense thieketa in their bottoms, which we were 
c<»npelled to cnoes, if not defeat, at least cut off a great 
many of oar men; and, if we bad renMmied at (be TiKage all 
night, it would harve giTau) the Indians time to have oonoenr 
trated their farces, ascertained our numbeni, and witii cnaa 
haye preyeoted oor crossing a stream of the ske of the 
Trinflty* It was deemed adrsable, therefore, to take up tba 
line of manch and cro8» the-Trt nt ty tha t night M 5 o'clock 
with our poor, dead companion tied across a horee^ we left 
the Tillage, maiehed twelve miles hack on the trail we came, 
crossed the Trinity, and camped in the open prairie. Hm 
next mpoming, twentynfive miles from; the village, we burled 
oor friend,* and in five nMure days we arrived fa Urn settla- 
ments. 

''We had one kiUed; one badly, and one slightly wound- 
ed. The Indians had* twelve killed, that we ooimtedl; and) a 
great many more must have been killed and> womoded, from 
the quants^ of bk>od wie saw on their trails and in the 
thickets where they had run. 

^'We brought in six head of cattle, Ihirty^erven horses, 
three hundred pounds of lead, thirty pounds of powder, 
twenty brass kettles, twenty-one axes, seventy-thiiee buf- 

♦Aeeoaats dlir«rM to tb«BAmc of tlMer««kwli«r« !>•■%•■ wwm flrvt bnrfod. Ono 
that It WM OB a rock rkl«o In FomII Crook Aottoai boot whoro BlrdTlllo bow ttaadiw and 
anothor that It was on a bhiff of Olivor Crook ta DoBtoa ooBBty. 
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fadio anoibee, fifteen gxma, thdrtaeoi pack aaddHes, and tJu^ee 
swoiids, bdsid-eB difvera other <thaDig6 CMXt redoliected." 



DEATH OF DENTON. 

But little oam be added to the fioragoing, A f<€«w words 
anent the tragic deouth of the noble Gaptaio Dentooi. I>ur* 
ing the terrible engagementr in wheh Denton was kiUed, the 
bipaye old piccteer Inddcun fighter, Capt. John Yeaiy, caUed 
out at the top of hia voice: **WJiy m the h< — ^1 doD)'t you 
moY'e your men cot where we caoi see tbe entsnyf We'll all 
be killed here." To which Captain Hetnry StooA, himself a 
bnave and ootedl pioneer leader and Indian fighter, aadd: 
''Men, do the bevt you can Dor youxselTea. I am wounded 
aoBd power]«8i/' and at once an irregular retreat bec;an. The 
detadiiment had faiken into an andwiaoade. 

The shot 4bai pieived Denton wtaa ao deadly that there 
wiaa enridently no death atruggle. He had) balaneed himaelf 
in his eaddie, raised hia gnuy and eloeed tone cy^, faitendinig 
to deal death; npon the enemy when the death ahoek struck 
him. "Wben hia death was disooTerod his musdee were grad* 
ually pebomgy and hia gim, yei in hSm band, was inelinnig 
to the groond. The men nearest to him tonk hkn fiDm his 
liioroe and laid tdm on the ground. 

The late Tonerated pioneer, Rev. Andrew Davia, then a 
lad, wihio participated in the Village Creek battle, says: 
''After tenderly wrapping the body of Denton and securing 
it on a gentlei horse, about 4:3(0 p. m., we moved out from 
the village, and up the rimr to a i>oint near Fort Wbrth, 
and there spent the n^ht Eariy neUt moraoDg we cvoosed 
the river at a place whiere the timber was narrow* After 
crossiiDg the river, w» Utaveled in the direction of Bird 's Sta- 
tion, aiming for Bonham — ^then Fort Inglish — as our ob- 
jective pokkt. "^Lt about 11 a. m. we halted on a prairie on 
the south aidie of a creek, with a high bank on the north. 
Om one of thoae elevations Captain Denton was buried — 
toob having been brought along from the village for that 
piurpose. His grave was dug a good Aeipth, A thin rock 
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WM GOt «o M 4n> fit ID the but turn of the graven aimilar roeks 
being plMed sH Oe sides end abo at tbe head) and foot. 
Another rook was placed ov«r (the l>odj, and the giaye fill- 
ed up. Tbos was buried one of Gtod's noblemen/' And so 
perished one of Texas' brainiest and best men, a fine ora- 
tor, far above the arrera^ in inttelleot, «nd« had he lived, 
would have proved a blessing to his oonnhry and assisted 
maiterialljr in its edvaoieeineDt — 

''The pioneer was laid to rert, 

Tbe fed mim set him free, 
DiflCurb him not, bat let him sleep 

Beneath the old oak-tree."* 

But tbe precious bones of the beloved Denton were dis- 
torbed, and finally, after tiiiree quarttdrs of a century, prop- 
erly honored— hAving been interred three times. First, by 
has sorrowing comrades in arms, in that lonely wfldemess 
givive, in May, 1841 ; a second time, when tbe pioneer cattle- 
man of Denton coonily, John Chisom, exhumed the remains 
and gwve them burial on his yard ait tihe Ohdscsn ranch, near 
Bolivar, in I860; and a third time, in 1901^ when, through 
patrootic promptings of members of tbe Old Settiers Asso- 
ciation of Denton county, all (that remained nMitel of the 
hero were gathered up, and after an approprriiate ad- 
dress by tbe late Bev. Wm. Allen, extolling the deeds and il- 
lumining the character of the deceased, and amid solemn and 
iniposing ceremonies, the remains weie laid to final rest be- 
neath a suitably inscribed slab, in the count honse yard at 
Denton, the capital town of that fair county, each of which, 
as weU as the principal streiun iidueh courses thuoicigh that 
couniy^ and an institutiaa of learning, were namieldi for end 
wUl ever i>eipeituajte the memory of one of the bravest and 
noblest defenders of the Texas frontier.. 



OTElB EXPEDITIONS AOAINBT THE IRDIAK8. 

Jnne 13, 1841, Brig. Gen. James ^itih, Srd brigade. 



• • * r 



» WabMsv** liidiMi DtpwdrtlBai In '^ " 
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Texas MilitiAy wrote from Naeogdoches to President Lamar, 
aajing that Major Gage and his 8p7 company had attacked 
a party of fifteen Tndiamt and pnrraed ii» sarriy^rSf eigbt 
m namber, and asnibnslied ti^em at the cnofisin^ of the Tim- 
itjy fwhere they kilied aevieii of ihemi — only one of .the 



C!a(>t. Eli Oiandler^ m a report* dated) June 19, 1841, 
givea an aceoruat of an eacpeditioDi to the nortbwest bound- 
ary of the cro8»tknber8y on the divide between^ the Bitazoe 
and iMnily rivers, linofn which ho had juat returned with a 
command of forty-one men. Near the point specified, he cap- 
tured a yoiung Mexican who conducted him to lan Indian 
village fnom <wihich tibe warriors were absent. On the way to 
and in, the yiillage, he took fourteen prisoners. One of theaa 
infoimed) him thfeit sisty warrionB were to meet at the vil- 
lage to go on a hnpt. Thereupon, he despatehed an aged 
woman to tell her people to briiiijg iu thei American priaofners 
they had, and' tho Indfian prisoners would be released and 
a friendly compact 4*n>tered into« Oontitauing, he says: ''I 
then proceeded immediately to where I le£t my baggefge^ 
where I arrived aborot 1 otcliock p. m. The party of wtsrrions 
above spoken^ of, to the pumber of sixty, had arrived eariy 
in the day and atitacked my baggage guerd, iwho retreated 
a short difitalDce to a ravine, tpofe positiom and by their (uiDr 
ion and vaflor, succeeded ib driving baok the ea:iemy with. Ithe 
loss of their chief find one other killed. The whole number 
of Indians kilkd were four, and three or four wouinded. 
None of my command received the slighest ingury from the 
enemy. He says that he abandoned further pursuit as his 
force was amail lepid he had the prisoneiij to guard, and re- 
turned to Frayiklin, He asba instriictkms as to what he shall 
do with the prisonerB. He says: 'The Mexican prisoner 
taken is a young man of smart intelligence — ^speaks the Eng- 
Ssb langnage quite well — stotes that he ha^ been living 
among the Choctaw9— was among these Indiitna tradifug — 
says they were pitincipaHy lonies, some Shawnees, a ferw 
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Woooe; that tlie Wiaoo's and Cberokees live not far divtaoft; 
that th« Tetiuaoajoafiy Oaddofi, Eiiek&poiOB, «tc., all make xsom 
betweesit tbe Braaos and Trinity rivers; that maaay of tbem 
live a(t whiaMi is oalkd the Big Beood Vi'lilago OfOi the Bmzos, 
which be say^s is about ^twenty miles elbave 'where the Amesd- 
caoB were last winfter ; thM ail of the dif f ereiot tribee talk of 
gefttipiig together aind liwig at one pJiaoe; that there is 
eome little lialk among them of makiiQg peaee with the Amen 
teaoiB; that they are gefaeraUyaiearly destiftate of prorisioos 
and hiave gieat difficoilly in obtainisig the same; that they 
say they obtaipi their large qniisitities of lead by finding it 
bnried k^ the upper eomAry; saya he can take na ta seveml 
encampmeaitB. I expect to make anoiher expeditiovK as soon 
as my horses recruit, if cxroomataiooes shoialdi indibate the 
same. ' '• 



THE SANTA FE EXPBDITIOir. 

The Santa Fe ezpeddtkm, reooounended by the Sacre^ 
tary of War and sanetionod by President Lamar, left Bmshy 
Creek, near Austin, June 20, 1841, to traverse six hun- 
dred miles of wiUeniieflB to Santa Fe. It was commaoided by 
Brig., Oen. Biagh MJcLeod, brother-ii^Iaw of Preodent Lamar 
and oooifiisted of five oompatiies of mounxted infantry and asi 
artillery company with obe brass six-poauxder (a total of two 
bondred and sereuty soldiers) , about fifty other persooa 
(traders, teamsters ajod adventorers) , and Wm. G. Oooke, B. 
F, Brenham, and J. A. Nsnnarro, commiasioaierB instrocted 
to say to the people of Santa Fe that, if tbey were willing 
to aeiDDowledge tiiat portion of New Mexiteo as a pailt of 
Texas, the laws of the Republic would be extended* over them; 



*From Jal7l6th fo tOth betwemi four hundred and Ave hnndrad Tolnntaan from 
the Tezna aide of the Red RIyer assembled at Fort In^llsh for the pvrpose of another ex- 
pedition into the Indian eoantry. They orgraniscd hj electing Willisin C. Tonnv, eolond' 
James Boorland, lleatenant eolonel; John Smither, adjvtant. end William Lane, David 
Key. and others, captains. While this was transpirinrlndisns captured two little bogrs 
on the Bois d' Arc fork of river, a f ow miles distant, and carried them off. The children 
were recovered about two years later. Gen. Tarrant assumed command of the expedi- 
tion. It moved southward into what is Wise county, and received news of its cominir re» 
tamed to Fort Inrlish and disbanded. 
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but if they did not, Texaa wished to establish friendly com- 
mercial nelitttioiDs with them a<D)d woold not nee fioiee to ea- 
aent its territoioal claims. Presidenit Lamw bad prieyixyoaly 
isBued a prodkuDiatian coverdiiig the aamie gtwiad (amd declar- 
log thie objects of the expeditiom 1x> be iwliioUy pacific 

Fiiendb of the enterpiiae jUad inti'oduced a bill in Con- 
gneaB^ ttiithorizihsig it, ba»t the measupe had) been rejected by 
both hooBes. It ivWy thei>efo(re witboot atatatiory warraihty 
and WBka liEkdertaken aolely upon ezecntive peBpaDBibaUty. 
The only legal saftMition that wnid be dainued (for it was 
that the ai0t of 1836, defining tbe boondariee of Texas, m- 
di&ded' Santa Fe itoa tbe UmdrtB of the Repablic and it was tbe 
dnigr of the Preaidiekvt to esifoxce the 0oyere]gD jndedoetian 
ttserted. 

lit is aaidi tlint the season aeleeted fknr the nkidertakiog 
was tcD late and sa a eonaeqnenee, there waa mnch safferiog 
for wsaoA of gnua akMl waiter. The wagms were overloaded, 
the distance to Santa Fe was under-estimated, and the 
guides wem unfamiliar with the rente. There aeeoia to haTe 
beefti a ISatal eomtrinsAkii of circumatasioeB, thai foredoomed 
the espeditioil to libe homiliatftig diasateta and trsgoe aof- 
£eriD0i it onocmxitered. Not knowkig what awaotedr it, il 
started forth in the gayest spirita and with the moot sanr 
gains expaotatioaB. *'The long train of wagons," says 
Oeocige WilUna Kendall, ''moriog hearily forward with 
the difforent oompaniea of Tolumteeia, ail well mcsmtod! said 
w^ armed aind ridinir in doable f9e, presented ao imposioK 
aa.wsll as^siunMitiiqr flpwtaele, eaoaing cTeiy heart to beat 
high with tihe anticipation of exalting incidents on the bound- 
less pmirka,'' 

Finally reaching New Mexico, after much suffering and 
many adyentures, the adTance troops of the Santa Fe Expe- 
dition under Ool. Wm. G. Cooke, were induced, by treacher- 
ous representations, to lay dowm their arms and surrender 
to Commandant CoL Salazar, in New Mexico, on Sept. 17th, 
1841. The remainder of the expedition followed. The pris- 
otaers were marched on foot to the interior, (some perish- 
ing on the long journey) where many of them were impris- 
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QUed in groeBame and fool diiiiireons in tiie Citgr of Mead- 
eo, and iMken at Paebla and Perote. Newa of the disaster 
to an)l fate of tliis expedition was not received in Texas un- 
til in January, 1842. Some of the unfortunate meoi were re- 
leased at the instance of Oen. Andrew Jackson imd othar 
friends in position to intercede for clem^icy; some died in 
prison, and the remaining survivors, 119 in munher, were 
eventually all released by order of G^i. Santa Anna, June 
13, 18^. 



BATTLE fitr OAllON DE UVAXJ)IK. 

In June, 1841, Capt Jack Hayis having aUgUtly sngmenrtr 
ed his company, pursued and defeated a depnedlBiiqg panty 
of Gomanches near Uvalde CauTion, /the ponticuiiiars of which 
axe givetn thios in his official rq^otrt: 

San Antdnio, Jiily 1, 1841. 
To tibe HkxQ, Branch T. Aaxher, Secretary of War: 

I have the hontxr to inform you that I have this moiti^ 
ing returned from an expedition in pmrsuift of a party of lur 
dittUDs 'thflit had been commiittifiig depfredatioass, asid drivfing 
off stock from the viicitaity of ithBs pkuce. On ithia 24th Of 
this month I set out witih a compefciy of ithinty men, and 
took the traji wMeh led iiD the directiont of (he Oua^ywh de 
TJvaLdia. Whdn within two m&les ef the enrffranice of ithe cam- 
yon, we eanne upon a paxlty ok£ Ibdians, om their way from 
the main camp of the viesnlity of this town. I immediaterly 
attacked them and sooceeded n kallki^ eight, and takiDfg 
the two other prisoners,* cai>1]arkig ail their horses and 
pdioperty. I w^ould have oontinned oo ifao their main camp, 
bcrtt as my horses were maeh jaded, and I foitad Uto camp 
more dostemt than I expected, I concluded lio retotrn, and af- 
ter recruiting proceeded to the c^ioampment, the situation 



»To talw A GoBMielM piJioaT hm mi affftlr of srMftdlficoltjr. . QB««cfMOB wu the 
fmet that tha iBdlan rvSm ot warfUv. wm* oppoMd to lettins a eaptlra !!▼• loncar thaa ecr^ 
tala c««bmbIm eonld ba pavfonaad. la taaBa Inataacca thay Mam ta asaha as axhlbit af 
thaaaptwadpMiOMtathatrlbaarBaftioB. AftartUa vaB aaeffaplMMdacnalaBdIlB* 
wmlam tortora waa iaflletad. It to raaaoaAhla to rappaaa that tha Coquttchaa baUarad 
that tha whl taa iaflletad similar aotntfaa aad similar daath opoa tha iBdiaa priaaaara. 



BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 865 

of vrhieti I b&ve aseertained. Bfat one lof my 4Mimia|Qd mm 
woQEkded— Mr. Miltep— «aid he not o&wrelj. The compaiqr 
oonBusted) of skteeni Ameriea(ns. In addition I was aided by 
Captiafet Fkmes, mtb aiboat twenlty MecneaoB. 

I hanre the honor to be yonr oJbedieM^ aervaort, 

JOHN C. HATS. 

Captain Comomasndiii]^. 



QpBDEB BAIfD^TL 

JUhn T. Price wrote to Secretary of War and Marine 
Branch T. Archer, from Victoria, July 2, as follows : 

"In aooord«moe with a reqcLisition miade by (the Sheriff 
of itihia ooinnty and! Refui^, in ocinx>afliy with eon^ forty 
citizens, went to the Nueces for lihe purpose of arresting the 
maraiDid^ers who hAve tout aome time past inf esteck our f ixm- 
4ier. 

"Our party was composedof citizens off this oountbr, Be- 
fogio and San Patrico. We readied the Nueces on the 22nd, 
ult., and there kamed that a dwrt tkne preyiouB a Meoi- 
eaa had! beeb to Einney 's Baaidh toki stated that a party of 
300 soldiers were withiia thirty - fi^ mdles of that 
place, under the command of GoL VeriaK He stated Hbat 
the troops were in search of arofblbers and bad succeeded iai 
swppTieSaag a party of ten amd had killed them all but one. 
Tbe bodies of these mien were found by our party. It ap- 
pears tfiat (they (the rorbbers) had a short time befkNrc killed 
a party of traders and robbed lihem of several hundred dol- 
lans, a lot of blankets, etc. This parly of Americafos was 
led by a Mr. Yearby wBto formerly resided alt Austin. 

''We learned also from some Mexieans recently from 
Camargo that Owensby, with about fifteen men, had been 
sunoxmded by two oar three hundred Mexicans, and thalt 
eight or niske of his men were killed) and himself and five 
others taken prisoneia. Verial with his command had to- 
toUDcd to the Bio Grande before our arival at <tihe Nueces. 

''It appears fnom) the statement made by the traidezB 
who have visited our counttry of late, that it is the settled 
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purpoee of the Mexic«iD antborities not oial|jr« to assert, bat 

maintain, the eoiiitrol of the territory between the Nueces 

and Rio Grande. • • •" 

Capt. Sanchez (aide de camp to Gen. Ampudia), in com- 
mand of fifteen) Mexican cavalrymen, made a descent upon 
Mower Bluff, fifteen miles south-^ast of Kinney's and Au- 
brey's ranch, and captured Phillip Dimitt, J. C. Boyd, 
Stephen W. Fanow and Henry Graham. 

He also took $6,000.00 worth of goods tpliat had been pur- 
dhased as stock for the mercantile establishmeozt of Dimitt, 
Qurley and Farrow. Boyd and Graham wene em- 
ployoes of Gurley and Farrow-. Gurley was absent fiom; the 
Bluff at the time the raid was made. Sanohez did not dis- 
tarb the store of Kijonety and Aubrey, which led Gurley 
and othera to entertain and give expressicm to opinions 
that were perhax)6 ungust. Gurley writing * to Secretary 
Archer from Gonzaies, said that indignation meetings had 
been held at Victoria, Lamar, Gonzales and oliber towns, and 
(the people were williftig and eager to turn out en* masse 
make good the claims of Texas to the iterritory between the 
Nueces and Rio Grande, and inflict retaliation' on Mexico* for 
inguries suffered'; tha4; they waited ottrly for the Texas gov*- 
ernmeait to aoithorize them to act. 

Dimitt and his companions were taken to Matomoras amd 
thence to Monterey where they were delivered to Arista. 
By his order they were manacled and marched to Saltillo. On 
the way their irons were removed by Osjptu Chaffind who 
commanded their guard. 

At Saltillo they made an attempt to escape. Somo of 
them got off a comsiderable distamce. Oapt. Chaffind sent 
them word that he would forgive them if they returned, and 
if they did not, he would have Dimitt shot. Tlhis message 
was uttered in the presence of Dimitt, who as soon as he 
saw that he was unobserved, took a large dose of morphine 
which caused his death. Toakum say»: ''Thus fell a nobie 



^^ Anny ArehlTM. 
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spirit by whom the first Lone Sta«r bamier vrss imfurled on 
the heiLghts of La Bahitt." 



CAPTAIN ERATH'S FIGHT. 

Capt. Cheongie B. Erath, of thie Milam County Minute 
Men, writing from Fort Bryamt Aiogust 12, 1841, to the Secre- 
tary of War, says: '' Agreeablei to appointmient made with 
Capt. CShamdLer, from Milam .eoointy, I met the Bobertsop 
Coianty Oompany om the 26th of Jiily, 1841, at the loniie Til- 
lage OEv the Brazos, and were also joined by Maj. Lewis, Mr. 
Aoxaher, Mr. Landers, and several other gentlemen from Aus- 
tin. Captain Chandler took commiand «by comseoit of part- 
ies and) we pax>ceed<ed slowly up thte Brazos, having to con- 
tend afEud tarry wiith sickness daily. We passed several eva- 
cuated towns of the enemy in thie cross-timbers and our spiles 
used every exeittiom to ferret out the giraind village, but with 
out soecess. On. the 3rd, of August, being encamped in the 
vpper edge of the cioss-timibers and ajnxiousHy waiting the re- 
turn of ofcur spies to commence retrograde movements, ooir 
provisioDB being exhausted, a few Indians made their 
appearance about camp. I was detached, with twcmty men., 
in pursuit ; and in search of the trail, divided' my party, 
leavdng some men with Capt. Love of Robertson counity on 
the left. My men, in the meantime diBCOver<?d the trail, end 
I pushed hard on the same, when I was fired uponi by a 
party of Kicbapoos, or Cherokees, from behind a cliff of 
nocks which secured the enemy comph-tely, being only on oaie 
side possible to ascend' it with the utmost diffk'ulty; which 
passage was defended bravely by the rifles of the enemy. 
Their first fire kilied one of my mem, Capt. A. J. Smith of 
Milam county, and several balls grazed otiliiers without in- 
jury. I formed! in a little grove of timber and rotuiined the 
fire, whieh w^as kepA ujp for half an hour, during 'wihich time 
it is thought that we killed two Indians and, x>^^^i'S^9 
wounded' others. At that time Oapl;. Love arrived, aind 
another re-enforccment came up £rom camp. A eharge was 
then modle and- the bluff carried. The Indians left the 
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ground eaLvrying tiheir dead. The monntainans aitaatioii of 
tlie caoBitry anade pinvaii unpni«tirab]i&; mid after boiy- 
dng our dead man, we commenoed oar fvetnrni tiurougb the 
ODOfis-tixDiberB. The 7th of August I separated my compaii^ 
£rom Gapt. ChaiMller'a ai&d returned to the seftileimients by 
way of the Boaqne, finding im) sigin of the enemy od our re- 
torn. We stall £eel conviooed (that a sbroaig Tfllage enats 
on tlie Brazos, but that cmly a well fitted campaign ean* cap- 
ture it. 

The 4iOflils and suf f erisiga of the companiy were greater 
than usual, and tine peraeverauioe and yigilance of the men 
highly commendable • • • ." 

Tho general election of the Bepublic oocurredi Sept. 6, 
1841, and resulted in the choice of Gen. Sam Hoostaiii as I^:«i»- 
ident by a vote of nearly two to one over his opponent* Da- 
vid G. Bum^, and of Gen. Edward Burleson as Vice-Piesi- 
deoit by a large majority over Memucan Hunt. 

Col. Martan Urainoaseo Peraza, as envoy of Yucatan, ar- 
rived m Aufitki September 11, to solicit for has coantry na- 
val aid from Texas. Tliis was granted after tbe Seeretary 
of Staite received from: John D. l^Iorris and C. Voel Ness, com- 
missianeire wiho had beem sent to Gen. Arisfaai a eommfooDieBr 
tion stating the result of their mission and that no agreement 
had been entered into that rendered improper the grantkig 
of such aid.* 



DEATS OF MAJOB HEARD. 

In August of this year a company of eight ''minute 
men,'* consisting of John Kern»er, Cftiarles Sevier, Gilbert 
H. Love, J-ohn Hardister, Thomas Sypert, William McGraw, 
and Tihomas Dromgoole, led by Maj. Heard, left Old Frank- 
lin for a scout up the country. They left on a rainy day 
aftemooai and followed the trail le-a^ng towards Parker's 
Port. Early next day, when about fourteen miles from 



4>Toakiim It mistaken in SMertlnff that the negotiation with Perasa was effected 
whfle Arista's "peace enroy" was in Texas and that this eircnmstanee and the Santa Fe 
•xpeditioa were responsible for the eoatimiaBee of border warfare. mnrderB, robberies, ete. 
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Frankldn, while riding in single £ile and passing a couple of 
deep raviaiies, near tlieir jnnotioi^ about eigliteen iDditans 
rose from under tlie bank of the one parallel to the tra&U &nd 
only thiirty or foprty yards distant, and' fired on them, com- 
pletely surprising the i>arty. Major Heard, riding in fnont, 
fell dead from hie horse, pierced by three badils. Some of 
tjhe men retreated a short distance and! baited, others dja- 
mounted near by, and Love stood by the deadJ body to pre- 
vent its being scalped, but was soon compelled to join' the 
others, all of whom rallied together. Love lost his mule, 
but succeedod m mounting the dead mo/n's horse, and after 
some skirmiahinfg the seven men returned to FranMin, when 
a party went out and carried in for burial the dead body 
which had! been scalped, the hea<l and hands cut off, and 
otherwise mullilated.* 

The Indiana were pursued for several days by a party 
composed of John Eemer, William M. Love, Gilbert H. 
Love, William McfQraw and a number of others, but they 
failed to overtake them. 



John Wahrenberger, employed as a gardener by Col. 
Louis T. Cook, wias attacked at night in the fall of 1841 by 
Indians while he was carrying a sack of meal £rom the mdU 
near the edge of .town, to the home of his employer in Aus- 
tin. He ran' for his life, but held on to his burden, 
which was a fiortunate ciroumstasice, as some of the arrows 
shot at him by the punsuing Indians struck andl stuck in 
the sack of meal, only one hitting him, making a slight wound 
in the arm. He fell breathless in the doorway of Col. Cook's 
house. Cook fired cm the Indians, bringmg one of them to 
the groumd. This halted) them. As soon as they could rally 
they picked up tftieir wounded campasooo and/ ran for cov- 
er. The marauders were pursued the next day, but were 
not evertakem. 

In the fall of 1841 Captain Jack Hays and his rangers 
were attacked by, but defeated with great slaughter, 

i^H«ard*i Prairie in Bobertaoo eoanty p«rp«tiiat«i th«iiain« of thii Worthy plonoor. 
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a large force of Comaiiicbes at tli« ''Enchanted Bock," in 
Gillespie county. During the action, Capt. Hays became 
separated from his men, but took positiooi on the summdt 
of a mass of broik^en, lava-like rocks, that sloped steeply 
dowai in eveix diipecitioai. 

The savages swarm^ up the escarpmenit, in mad en- 
deavor toi kill hidn and take his scalp. He ahoit them fast^ 
er than they oould asoendl. The fortunes of the day went 
equally ill with them in otiher parts of the field, ankl at last 
they were forced into rout and retreated, uttering howils 
of defeat. 



The sixth Congress convened at Austin, Nov. 1, 1841. 
Presiden(t Houston and Vioe-President Buorleson were inaug- 
urated Deieember 13. 

President Houston's assertions that Lamiar's Indiaai pol- 
icy had resulted in failure and that millions of dollars had 
been wagrted in useless) eiKpenditures, were due to misappre- 
hension of facts. However, the pacific policy pursued by 
President Houston during his first administration (as the 
first constiitutional president of the Bepublie) did not secure 
peace for the frontier ^ and left at its close the greater part 
of Texas in the possession of ^hostile, bloodthirsty and exul- 
tant savages. 

The Cheiokees entiendhed in the east, and the Qoman- 
ches, lords of the west, afforded the Mexican government op- 
portunity and means to plot and wreak vengeance on the 
people of Texas, and retarded the settlement and; develop- 
ment of the country, which Lamar removed. He expelled the 
Cherokees, broke the power of the Comanches, ren- 
dered impossible serions c(H>p€ration of the ^Dndxans witth 
Mexico in any plan of invaflion and attempted conquest, and 
prevented Indian depredations and murders ever recuirring 
on so large a scale and over such a wide extent of tenriltory 
as in fo(nmer years, pi-timed and profitless as the Santa Fe 
expedition appeared to be at the time lit occucved, it made 
Texas' elaim to its "northw^tem territoxy" sofficiexitly 
good for the sta/be to obtain for its xelinqnisboieDit in 1850, 
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$10,000,000 from the United Sitatee govenmieat. The ixDAn- 
eial coat of the expedition waa less than $80,000. Th-e 
greai-est coei was the loss of so -many noble lives. 
It i£ plea&inig ito reflect, however, that the m-em' who» fell 
p^ishied not in vain. Th<e large inicsease in the puhliiC debt, 
deplored in the message did not in the end amooint to much. 
The debt waa scaled) to a fraiction of its nominal total and 
was discharged by other millions of money paidi to TeixaSy 
after ansnexation^ by the United Sitates, and not by tases 
wmmg from the pople. The gains obtained were enoronons, 
and wonOdi have been fully compensatory if they had repro- 
sented returns for ajotnal dollaire contributed in piart by the 
Taxans of tJiat day, and/ ini part by their suooeasors. 

Perhaps, after all, the aggressive Indian policy of Lamar 
was of imperative necessity at tAie period of his administra- 
tion. There were at leasrt extenu^ating cireumstanees and con- 
ditions, and much of pubJic sentiment brought to bear upon 
him. But the genius and policies of Houston meit emergen- 
cies that could have been moulded to advantage by no other 
means and manner. Each was a good and great man, and 
each labored bravely and conscientiously for what he be- 
lieved to be for the good of his countrymen. 

The paitriotic Texan of the present day — ^unibiased by the 
jealousies, animosities and politics of the I>a8t and viewing 
the men and measures of old in the clear light of aiccom- 
plififtied results — finds much to applaud, and little to censure 
in the administration of Lamar, and can say truly those meas^ 
uies for which he was most criticised, brought the largest 
benefits to Texas and) will longest jxreserve his famer and keep 
agk>^ the gratitude of posterity. 

By the failure of Gen. Hamilton to negotiate a $5,000,000 
loan for Texas in Europe, Lamar wias saved from a great fol- 
ly that be woutdi probably have committed, viz : the iEwasioa 
lof Mexico with) ai Tetxas army. Diplomacy, result- 
ing in later years in annexation, accomplished with- 
out cost andl bloiodi(bedy what any Texas army that could 
have been maishalled and supported with sach a loan, would 
have £aSled to attain. The feaa is said to have been die- 




fiSdmASkWiJA ^^ threateaied Saligny, 
ISlnre from the Texas gov- 

_ _^ — jmsidered himself entitled, 

Vol^^K^NQif^f tbie French mimBter of 
!liV^3lit>»4'^ banking firm, Lofitte 
g,iftiijf «2«4itSlofin after th^ bad led 
ft Jl 'S^lAShi* J^ida place it. The ^fl5- 
KQ^l^foAer Gen. Hotnton. sne- 
»--*>i»r^B'«iJ^flBnS&SVrencb minister returned 
'}lfeMW»1lSpJ|i8*% denied that be tookanr 
S«%i6^^S|b|WSi4^^at of 4fae ken. Wbethtv 
^Jfic|£^:£|3rb0 fast remaoM tbat fail 
~ i^^^nine blessing, thoagb dis- 
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CHAPTER XV. 




LANCING over the hdstoay of the iaet yems 
of the Texfflfi Republic, one finds many stir- 
rin-g- events aad tragic episodes transpiring — 
as th^ ill-fitoTred Saoita Fe expedition dosr- 
mg the latter half of 1841 ; the dual Mexj- 
caoi ilnvaisioaii oif Tiexas smA eapcture of Sain 
AmtonJOy first by .the foi^ces nmder YiaBquez, 
aiDd; EKOomdi those led by Gtipieral WoU, in 
the spring etnd summer of 1842, leading up 
to the battle of Salado andi the horrible 
DrjWLion massaxjpe, amd) the aad set^ucai'ce, the Mier exp>editioai, 
the break at Salado, '* lattery of d-eath," saad castle Peftxyte; 
the '^AiPchive War," resulting froon Bresident Hou€rtx)|n'« *at- 
tempt to reanove the recooxte from the exposed aind reoeinitly 
(1839) seilected) seat of ^veinnment at Austin, im DeeembeTy 
1842; the celebrated Snively expedition aind- its deplorable, 
shameful, failure; the bloody and. fearfml vendietta or feud 
ktnowoi rto history as the **Waor .of the Regulators and: Mod- 
erators,'' and 'which rage<* with fearful violence in the east- 
exto' parit of the Republic for nearly three years, quelled 
fin'ally i>er force of gov^eoniment arms, in 1844; and other 
momentous happenings. Twas indeed a swift moiying x>e- 
nod of fiery histojy maikaDg, But lof these, and such mat- 
ters, it is not oxBT puorpose to narrate in thas connection. 
Other incidents and equally thrilling affairs now engage 
our attention. 
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At the general eleetiioiny Sept. 6, 1841, Oen. Sam Hoiis- 
toc was ehioaeii b^ a large majority for a aecofid tenni aa 
PresklexMt of the Republic, witU Gen. Ed. Burkoon, aa Vice 
Bresidet^t.. Both were tried soldiem asod patriatfl, and able 
statesmen — a moat fortunate circomfltanee for Teizas at 
that eritiical period. The Bepublk was them laboring in a 
sea .of difficulties that manj beiieved no one, save '^OkL 
Sam" Houstooi, coald safely guide it over. All had cotxfi- 
demce an his great end directing mind, and his triumphant 
election and vigorous haiidling of the reins of govenmnent 
was jo^usly hailed with general satiafaictioo throughout the 
country. 



PSAOE Oft #AB. 

It is not oni^ wish to dJBonas tb^ political iel^ues of that 
day and time, nor to voice opinion regarding the opj>oeing 
policies advocated relative to dealing with anc( treating the 
various Indian tribes yet, forriiidable and hostile, residing 
in the Republic. Houston's predecessor. President Lamar, 
believed that vigorous war ahould be wage^ until all the 
tribes, both nati^ie and migrated, should be exterminated 
or subdued. Hds favorite slogan, as go tersely expressed by 
acting PresideDit David O. Burnet, being ''Let the c^ord do 
its wK)rk." And, in aecoadanoe with ithos idea LamiaT had 
eniooufraged expeditioass and sent forees agaoneit the wild 
tribes and all other Indians, inflicting chastisement at every 
opportu-Ddty, and hence, when Houston again came into office 
he found the IndianB exoeedjngly hostile and vengeful* — ''the 
whole frontier lit up with lihe flames of fierce and savage 
warfare.'* 

Houston's policy for dealing with the savages was exact- 
ly ttie reverse of Lamar's. He uniformly and ever favored 
a peace policy, the f oimin^ of peace-treaties and the dis- 
bursement of presents, talha, etc., to eonKdliate and pacify 
th-e wild men. "On this poilii^ (says John Henry Brown) the 
oountry was divided in opinion, and the qnestion was often 
discussed with more or less bitterness. Nothing could be 
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more ayalnzral, reopeotiiiDg a n^licy affectkig 00 deeply the 
prapeiiy and lives of tbe finrntier people, who wero so great- 
ly •exposed to tbe ctaddB of the bostiles, aod htad Uttile or qo 
f adth m tjiedr f idelifty to •treaty stipuliatiofis ; ;wbile the Presi; 
deoxt, (reaUzifDg the spaansnty of porpulatioo aood feebleness ia 
re^UToes K>f ithe govenbimieflit and iiie coiiop/Uy, hoped to bring 
abioui a g^beral cessatioBi of hoetiilities, eeitablish a line of de- 
markatiofn between ihe whites and IiadiaoB, and by estaibdish- 
ing along the same a line of trading bonsesy to promote 
friendly ttraffie, witb occasional preseiite by the govem- 
meiDit) to controi the wild men andt pxieseorve tftie Uvea of the 
people. It was a policy m Keeping with his liigb charactpir 
as a 'Wise andi faitihfiil guardiaii of the lives of the people. 
The lack of oond^fdebce by many m the Cideliity of tbe tribes 
was no reajson why tiie ef font, so fraught with good, should 
not be made." 



HOUSTON'S INDIAN TALKS. 

Honston's leitters snd reported ialks to tbe <red men 00 
to show Ibe understood their character, their sentiments and 
senskibilities, and tbe casit of their minds perfectly, as weDl 
as the thoughte and) modes of expression best calculated to 
affect them favonaibly, and there can be no donbt bat that 
Presidenit Houston wielded ao infkience and* did much to 
reconcile and keep the Tfudiwiifl in subjection, and) thus en- 
abled the settlers to push forward and gain a more substan- 
tial hold. "When Houston would treat wiih the hostiles and 
dissnade them tfirom tbe warpath be wiote: "The o^ed broth- 
ers all hxxm that my woaxls to tbem have ncrver been for- 
gott-en by me. They have never been OTrallowed up by 
darkniOGB, nor bas the light of tbe sun consumed them. 
Truth cannot perish, but the words of a liar are as oothkLg. 
I wish you to come, and we will again shake baoods and 
counsel together. Bring other cbiefs with you. Talk to all 
the red men to make peace. War oanoiot make them happy. 
It has laiErt^d too liong. Let it oow be ended and cease for- 
ever. Tell all my red broifchers to UcAen to my oommunica- 
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tioDBf and to walk by the -words oS. my coimcil. If they bear 
me and keep my words, their homes aball be happy; their 
fifes shall burxu brightly anidi the pipe of peace shall be hand- 
ed around the hearth of tdieir wigwams. The tomahawk shall 
no mKxre be raoBed m war, iKxr shall the dog howl for the 
master who has been slain in battle ; joy shall take the plaee 
of somraw; alad the langihter of your children shall be heard 
in place of th-e cries of your women." 

These ** talks'' or letters make interesting reading even 
at this far time, and they clearly illustrate the policy Hous- 
toox was wont to pursue, besides giving a glimx>0e of aff aiirs 
and cotaditiuHB along the border, as well as the embittered 
feelings then existing between the whites and Loddans. 
jVIark the simple, yet beautiful, and even lofty, style, so 
suited: to the uaitutored mindls of the red men. Tlie Indians 
loved and cojnf ided in Houston^, and in return, Houston nev- 
er betrayed a trust, nor forgot the welfare of, his forest 
friends. 

An incident transpired that shocked him greatly, and 
that raised up bitter and revengeful enemies for the whites, 
viz: the killing of the celebrated Lipan chieftain, Flaco. 
The Lipans had always beem friends of the white people, 
and had acted as scouts and guides side by side with them. 
Fkueo had charged often with Hay® and other frontier lead- 
ers, had displayed signal wisdom, good f eelimg and gallantry 
on many oceasionB, and was worthy of the highest esteem in 
whieh he was generally held. He was killed, it was claimed, 
by a party of white men who mistook his identity, and act- 
ed with inexeusable haste. The Lipans denouneed the act as 
murder, and joined the wild prairie tribes. Houston sought 
in vain to console and placate them by the following letter, 
wtritten to Flaco 's father: 

Executive Depart&nenft, Washinigton, March 28, 1843. 
To the Memory of Gen. Flaco, Chief of Lipans. 

My Brother: My heart is sad. A dark eloud rests up- 
ooii your nation^. Orief has sooikded in your camp. The 
voice oE Flaco is silent. His woids are not heard in conn- 
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cil. The chief is no more. His life has fled to the ''Great 
Spirit. ' ' His eyes are cloeed. Hie heart no longer leaps at 
the sigbt of the boiffalo. The voices of your camp are no 
longer heaird .to cry: **FlaiCO has returned) from ihe chase!" 
Yooir chiefs look down upon the earth land groan in trouble. 
Your warrriore weep- — the loud voices of grief are heard 
from yoTJjr women and children. The songs of the birds axe 
silent. The ears of your people hear no pleasant sounds. 
SoTrow whisi)ers in the winds. The noiBe of the tempest 
pas^s; it is not heard. Your hearts are heavy. The n«ime 
of Placo brought joy to all hearts. Joy was on every face. 
Your people were happy. Flaco its no loioiger seen in the 
fighit. His voice is no- longer heard in the battle. The eur 
emy no longer nLaike a patli for his glory. His valor is no 
lontger a ignard for your people. The right arm of your nja- 
tion is broikein. Flaco ^vas a friencl- to the whit-e brothers. 
They will no<t ferret him. They wall ieaneiii3b>er the red war- 
rior. HLs fath<3r willl Ek.!t be forgotten. We will be kind to 
the Lipaois. Qrass shall not grow dn tho path botween us. 
Let your wise men give th,e council of pe«ace. l>ot your 
young men walk in the white path. The g.ray-headed men 
of your uaition wiill teach wisdoan. I wHl' hold my red 
brother by the hand Thy brother, 

Sam) Houston. 



HOUSTON S INDIAN POW WOW. 

A contemporary writer* and eye-witnees, thus grapihi- 
cally diescmbefi one of tJie President's Indian pow wows, 
which occurred at tlie capital. The soenes and iucidentB de- 
scribed will ne'Ver be re-enacfted — the picture i« of a scene 
forever past: 

**It was in the early sommer of the y. ar 1V4-1, before 
the close of President HouBton^s secoxld term, that an^ In- 
dian council was held: at WiSBhiiDigtOin, about three qiuarters 
otf a mile froon the vill'age center. Upoo iinvitation aoone 

i^VaUraa Vtmtik BrowB» yet (10UO ftwfng* 
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fifty OP moire Inddaii brav^a with their wosneiii aiud childfrea> 
a^igr.egaitixig a huiidr^ (xr mone, eatoae in a 'body. A grove 
woB aeliected, in whidi tbey wer« directed to decip. Tbek 
tetatta wcto eretitieA of buffalo akins. They brougM in hotaey, 
beflip oily aiDK) meats of mid animaLs. The .premdoat ea/used 
them to be ftuuiiebed' watSi corn f ot bread and hominy, and 
beef, as (needed. Tbey Vrere {xpescinted '^^h blankete and 
other useful articles, inchkling trmkets. Their poii]d«B were 
pastared on the rich grass. Th<6 Mnge waa open. 

' ' Exbibitions of sldll with bow aod arrow, lanoe and tom- 
ahawk, were ^iven. Games were indulged in. IcdiadGts and 
White© freely mingled. The red men were in the village near- 
ly every dfay paradoing tbe streets acd visiting the whites at 
their plaeee of business and dvcUimgs. They wene often in- 
vi<1ied to the <tables of the white f oLke, where they sat down 
and ate heai-tily. Their table maoiners were extremely awk- 
waa^. It vrss amusing to see an Indiaoi with a piece of 
bread in hand-, at the saone time holding' a fork in the same 
hand. In eonvieying the bread to his moutib he was like- 
ly to stick the prongs in his eyes. After meals all hands 
sat in the shade aind Bmoked the pipe. It was customary, as 
an act of friendship and courtesy, for the same pipe to be 
usfad by both whites and red meai. It required a stomach 
for the avciTage white man to conform. The pipe was filled 
with a preparation of mixed tobacco and sumach' leaves, 
called killikinick. 

**At night the whites were in the habit of going to the In 
dian camp to see their amuBemeoits. These consieted of 
games <a;nid dances aftpcr the Indian fashion. Thteir dancing 
is difficiult to deBcrabe. The men andl women did not dance 
together as we do. The men would foirm a circle and dance 
to the right in a forward manner, after a rude fashiion. Af- 
ter the men- were through they left the ring, when the womer 
took their places. linistead' of cLaneinig in a forward way, as 
did the men, they advanced to the rig^ sideways, all in a cir- 
cle. There waa little or no grace in the movements of either. 
The musSe consoBted of a drum, made from a dried deer skin. 
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tigihtly fltretched over a fltotut hOK)p, and a aeMooied Spanddi 
gourd with tlie dry s^&d: raktiti^ iH ii ^heki citrakcoi. 

"A ctay was set for tHe coruncJl. la tite forenooD Prefli- 
dem Hoiistoc., with Ihis cai)u»e1; od^ioeiB, went to th-^ caanjp. 
They were neaily dr«8sed as bocaame the ooeaaiooi. l^resident 
Houston soDMitaines affected a raiher gaady style— he f re- 
qoetitly wore u Test made frooa: spotted leopard skin. The red 
chiefs and their leadisig mesk wexse jpadnfted ini gorgeous 
colors, th&Kt beads adorned! with larg^ feathens, the leggttkgs 
with 'beads and painted desi{Ens. A eooneil fife was 
lighfteid m the center, of a space cleared for tihe purpose. The 
presidetii and his cabiioet officers oocujpied one side of the 
council gromndi toMmg in a sort of half cilxale. The Inddans 
occupied the opx>osite side, also sitting in a half circle, faemg 
the whites. All sat on buffalo roibes spread! om the ground. 
Spectators consisting of white men, women aod children, 
with the red men not of the council, their women and child- 
ren, surrounded the oouneilmen. In a short time after the 
cauference met a lao^ge pipe, with a long sbem, dtoly orna- 
mented and filled with klLliikiDJcky was lighted. President 
Houston took the pipe, dr«^ two or thnee whiffs in a delib- 
erate mannier, and theu hazMfed it to the first chief on the 
le£t of the half circle of red men. This chief placed the 
stem in has mooith, slowly drew two whiffs, and then handed 
it to his nearest neighbor on the right. In thds manner the 
entire circle of councihnen, Indians and whdtas, pairtook of 
the pii>e. 

''After the smoke was finished, the president arose, and 
through an interpieter made a talk toi the red chiefs. But 
few Indians could undeirBtand Engloisab; nearly aU of them 
spoke Spanish. The president, from his long association with 
Indians and intimate knofwledge of tjiedr views and preju- 
dices, knew how to address them. Nearly every time a sen- 
tence was translated' the chiefs would utter a grunt of ap- 
proval. At the conclusion of Bresident Houston's address 
the choefs were invited totalk. Some of them did so. The 
cer^nonaes lasted quite a while. At the conclusion' the 
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coiHLcil foonmally adgoaiiased with giood feeliDsg on botth aid^. 
^'lUi« Indians remained some ttuNe <xr fooir weeks. Tbey 
finally biiokie eamip, packed their effedts <xq hodnses, moantod 
their ponies and departed on a west course. In a day or two 
tbey were beyooid the white seittliemienits." 



HOUSTON'S nODIAN TBEAT7. 

In September 1843, tihe President, through his fearless 
commissioners, Captains Eldridlge, Torry and Bee, effected a 
peace treaty with tihe Wacos, Anadarkos, Towash, Caddos, 
Keechies, Wichitas, Tehuacanas, Ionics, Beedies, Delawares, 
Biloxi, and other small tribes, inekudizLg a band of thirty 
Cherokees, who had a;saembled at a diesignated poind; oai the 
Trinity, cow in Wise co«uauty. KeecM-ko-fio-qua head chief of 
the Tehuacanas, was the leader and most influential Indian 
in the council. In council a boundary line was discussed and 
finally agmeed) upon between the whites and the Indians, 
along whicih tradintg houses were to; be estahlished — oaie at 
the moujth of the clear fork of the Trinity (Fort Worth) , one 
at Coan'Smche Peak (Hood county) on. the Brazos and one at 
Fort San Saba. TStie treaty had the effect it is. said, to al- 
lay ho^tilLties for a time, though, of course, the bo(uiid<ary 
was not always respected by either whites or Indians. 

Thais, during his term of office, Houston was diligent 
and determined in his efforts to comciiiiiate in some d^iee at 
least, the incensed savages, and dissuade them as much as pos- 
sible from such consitant and ventgeful hostilitaes. No oppor- 
tunity in this direoton was overlooked. The President was 
cotnstaaitly sending oat ''talks" and presenfts by faithful 
commi.^'sianeiis and aigents, uho vSsited the Indians in their 
own wild haomts, at gtreat peril, as special representatives; 
and always inviting the chiefs and head mexh to v{c6t and 
council witib The Great White Fa/tber — ^the Piesidetntr— at his 
homo, the capital. 

At the close of his term of office, Houston was war- 
ranted in saying, among other things, portendiug a better 
eoDditaoDi of affairs ood bidghtei' hopes for the fatore wd- 
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fare of the fltruggling Republic : * ' Ooir iDdfrac affairs are in. 
as good condition as the most BBoagfomb coxQd rea^osmbly bave 
anticipated * * * It is not dcmi^* th^ there «ure amomg tb.^ 
iDodiaiDs, ea among our own people, ibdividiaAlB who will dos- 
rQgard> cdl law amd: comanit excesses of the most flagramt 
character; but it is unjust to attribute to a tc&be or a body 
of men disposed to obey the laws, what is properly charge- 
able to a few renegades and deepecbdoes. Other goveotunesuts 
of far gpeiater resources for imposing restraints upon the 
wild men of the forests and praaries, have aiot been exempt 
from the iKufmction of treaties^ and occasional commission of 
acts of rapine and blood. We must, therefore, expect to suf- 
fer^ ioi a greater or lees degree from the fittome clauses. But 
CTiefli this, in the opimion of the Executive, does not furnish 
overruliii^ testkmoKiy agadowt the policy which he has con- 
stantly recommended, and whidb he has hadi the happiness to 
see 80 folly and aatiafaetociLly tested/' 

Though a miarked difference is i>erceptible, and a de- 
ereaae of hostilities ib ohserrahile, espeicially duriztg tbeliat- 
ter half of Honston's secomd term, yet mnny crimes SAd die- 
predatioDs were eommitbed im various sections, and espe- 
cially along the advancing and exposed line of frontier; 
atrocities, captivities^ and fierce cooifUcibs-^eiDOugh indeed 
kk voknne to fai^ exceed the limits bere ascribed. But, per- 
haps, one can tire his readers with telliaig too much, hofw- 
•over thrililin^ and absoir1>ing the subject. A few otber oot- 
able Jiiucidents aod esLgagemeoits, without further prefaee, 
must suffice. 



DEATH OF CHIEF ''BIO FOOT". 

The following thrilling incident well illustrates the 
trials and perils of the pioneer settlers and the manner and 
mode of border warfare as carried on in Texas at that pe- 
riod of time. 

Captain Shapley P. Ross, father of the late Gen. L. S. 
Ross, was one of the early, staunch, pioneers of Texas, 
having emigrated from Bentonport, Ohio, axul settled near 
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the present town of Cameron, Milam coun:ty — then a howl- 
ing wildem-ess — in 1839. Captain Ross was of powerful 
frame, with cool courage and a sagacity equal to the In- 
dian with whom he was so often thrown in contact; in 
fact Ross was endowed with all the quailities necessary to 
the makeup ofl t)he hardy pioneer and successful border 
trooper, amd' hence he soon became a recognized leader of 
thf whites against the Comanches and ot^er hostile tribes 
of Indians who then ruled that region. Captain Ross lead 
his neighbors in many expeditions against the wily red foes 
and encountered many thrilling adventures and narrow es- 
capes. One incident has, more t^n any other, made his 
name famous in the border annals of T^sas. This was the 
celebrated hand-^to-hand fight between Captain Ross and the 
powerful Comaniche chief, *'Big Foot," which occurred in 
1842, SBd' in which combat the famous Indian warrior loi^t his 
life. The details of this celebrated encounter are here given 
substantially as told by Captain Ross himself. 

Captain Boss had just returned homie from a business 
trip to the lower settlements, bringing with him a fine mare 
he had purchased, the Indians having stolen all his other 
horses. A short time a^ter hia return the bold* and alert 
froDtiersman heard in the woods nearby what an unsophisti- 
cated person would have thougfht the whinneying of a colt 
and the ihooting of owls. But the quick ear of Ross soon 
detected the cheat, and he knew the house was watched and 
surrounded by savages. He kept indoors till the neixt day, 
when word was conveyed to a neighbor named Monroe, whose 
horse had been carried off the night previous by the Indians. 
The object of the Comanches in imitating the whioneying of 
a colt was to draw the settler from his cabin and murder 
him. The ruse did not work that time. 

The marauding thieves having hastily fled with their 
bootgr, it was determined to raise as good a force as possi- 
ble and follow the Indians* The party included six, one of 
whom was a young man, Shapley Woolfork, a nephew of 
Captain Ross. On e x amining the trail, the setfieni readily 
recognised the tracks of the notorious Comanche chief, ''Big 
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Foot," of whom -th^ settlers far and near stood in mortal 
dread, so cruel were his outrages. The little pursuing com- 
pany dasihed forward some thirty miles in a drenching rain- 
storm, which wet the powder in their flintrock rifles and 
rendered them useless. Two of tPhe party became discour- 
aged and returned, but Captain Boss and three determined 
companions continued the pursuit. 



THE HAND-TO-HAND STBUOOLE. 

Suddenly, at a point known as ''The Knobs '* near the 
present town of Temple, in Bell county, the Indians were 
discovered, having haltied to skin a buffalo they had just 
shot. The surprise was apparent, buii the Indians had no 
chance of escape, and dropping their knives, seized their 
guns and bows and prepared for the contest — a most despe- 
rate one. The savages repeatedly snapped their guns but 
fafled to fire, their powder aJso being wet. Both parties 
now clubbed; their guns, and: in. close contact tihe battle roy- 
al raged, many daring acts of individual heroism transpir- 
ing. It was a deadly matoh, a struggle for life between 
fearless red and white warriors, and for a time the issue 
was indeed doubtful. Finally, one of the settlers, Bryant^ 
killed an Indian with the butt of his rifle. Toward the close 
of the figtht. Captain Ross saw Big Foot mounted on a fine 
animal, Monroe 's mare he had stolen, and riding toward him. 
He drew both his holsters, but discovered to his chagrin that 
the powder was wet. He threw one of them at Big Foot's 
(head, but struck him on the i^houlder. He was about deal- 
ing the chief a "terrific blow with the but of his rifle when 
an Indian rode up close behind and was in the act of cleav- 
ing Boss' head, when Woolfolk came to his uncle's rescue and 
quickly dealt a blow that tumbled the savage from his pony, 
at the same time pulling Woolfolk off his horse. A personal 
combat between the two was prevented by the Indian mount- 
ing behind Big Foot. The two Indians dashed off and at- 
tempted to escape, but they were again hotly pursued by 
Bosi and his nepbew. 7\he raee was an exciting one. On 
went Big Foot and his companion, whom the mare bore along 
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swift as the wind. SuddieiiJy tbey came to a ravine bluff. 
They saw it too late to stop the animal in her flight, and 
headlong over the bluff went the mare and iher two riders. 
They were soon floundering in the mire and water. Quickly 
the pursuers dashed up — Woolf oik in the lead, himself dash- 
ing down the declivity, alighting between the two savages. 
Ross managed to ihalt on the brink. He sprang from his 
mare and jumped down and into l£ie melee, his first inten- 
tion being to separate the two Indians and prevent them 
from '^ double teaming" on his nephew. The four combat- 
ants were now on the ground and on an equal footing, and 
now it was that the desperate death struggle commenced. 
Big Foot and Captain Ross regaideti each other for an in- 
stant. Both knew it was death for one or the other. Fire 
flashed from their eyes. Desperation was depicted on their 
countenances. They drew their knives— bright, keen butcher 
blades, which a hunter always carried. Both wore moocasinsi 
while the Comimche chief was bedecked in full war paint> 
his long plaited ihair hanging far down his back — ^he was in- 
deed ferocious looking. Captain Ross wore a slouch hat 
and buckskin hunting shirt, with an old fashioned powder 
horn slung around his waist. With a wild, guttural about 
the chief advanced, knife in hand, and made a determined 
lunge at his powerful white antagonist. The Indian's foot 
slipped on the wet sod and he missed Ross. Before he could 
rise, Ross seized Big Foot by the ihair wth his left hand, 
while with his right he brandjlsftied amd drove hisf knife to 
the heart of the Indian chief. The contest was over; the 
spirit of the renowned Chief Big Foot winged its way to the 
** happy hunting grounds." Both combatants sank to the 
ground — ^Big Foot in death, Ro^s unnerved and exhausted. 
While this was transpiring, Woolfolk was engaging the oth- 
fr Indian in a similar strugle, and finally succeeded in dis- 
patching him. After scalping their victims the settlers re- 
turned to their homes with the trophies, and the stolen 
horses recovered. 

Captain Ross lived to a ripe age, dying at Waco, a few 
years ago. He experienced miany of the trials and vicissi- 
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txtdM inoident to frontier lifci, ao^ pfrticiMted in munerooi 
i(iK}ia<i fights, 'but tbk ifaa his moot deoperate eooqantery 
aii4 whe^ oarratrngp tb& kucident the old Tetenuii ahfi§^ 
gpew MTioiifl. It waa a I|f e fkodt dearth struggle, m$A ibiia call 
waa ao dose Ihe never i^afed over t|&e matter. 
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The narrative which foUowa is one of the moat inatmct- 
ive, yet pathetic, in all our Texas history, not only 
becanae it is .the atoiy of itwo helpless ehildresi, made or- 
phans by Comianches, the most cruel and 'bloodthirsty of all 
the Indian tribes, and who were drag^H^ them; to a capitivi- 
ty worse than the fate their parents had just auffered at 
their hands, but, because the story in iita simple, unvar- 
nished recital throws upon 4be great white, peaieef ul eanvea 
of today, ai faithful picture of the bandsMps audi dangers of 
our early pioneers in their efforts to establish homes and 
civilization in Western Texas. Be it remembered, too, that 
this tragedy wate enacted six years after peace had been won 
at San Jacinto. 

We quote from a letter written by A. B. Himnaim, First 
Lieutenant Mataigorda Riflemen): 

'^Iik 1841-42 the Mexican Oovemmemt sent several ma- 
rauding expeditions into Texas, and m the latter year San 
Antonio was twice captured and plundered. In the sprioig 
of 1842 wie were m force on; the San Antonio River to repel 
a Mexican invasion, when news came to us that the Indians 
had killed a Mr. Oilleland and his wife at or near the Mex- 
ican village, Don Carlos Ranch. After the massacre they ev- 
idently moved up the river, holdinig two little white chil- 
dren priscmers. 

''Qen. Albert Sidney Johnston, then in commamd of the 
military, and in camp near the scene of the tragedy, called 
for ten men, well mcunated, to reeoanoiter. With Gen- 
eral Johx^stOQ we proceeded abofut one mile below 
the tow^, where I found and pointed ooit to\ him 
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am Indiam tmil lieadm<g> into th« river bottom. Here* after dis- 
mounting and making coffee, Gen. Johnston returned to the 
command, leaving* me in charge of half a dozen men atod fif- 
teen scouts under Giaptain Price, "who had! joined! ns. Wo 
ftoon discovered the trail of the Indiana and! were m, bot 
pUTBuit. There were Dr. A. T. Axsom, d&Btinguiahed after- 
wardb as president of the Board off HeaMh of New Orleans; 
Ciolonel Eerr, purser of the Texas navy ; Dallam, anther of 
the Digest of Texas atatutes, still ain antboritgr, alsot author 
of the novel, 'The Lome Star/ 

^'Two miles away in camp were our noble ex-I^resident, 
M. B. Damar, and the heno of Shiloh, Albert Sidkiey Johnr 
ston, and not far fromi the site of Fannin's mAasacre. 

''The Comanches scattered and our jelling men followed, 
maMng ift impossible for them to escape. After clearmig the 
timber, tiiey formed in lane to receive us, while a tall old 
chief ran up and dorwn the line piayinig the fhite. They hjad 
evidently counted us and intended to give battle. 

''Firing commenced when a gay Indian on a fkiely car 
pariBoned- horse presented too fair a picture to be resisted, 
and I fired at hum; he dropped from the horse, one he had 
captured the diay before, and and all took to the woods. We 
fastened our hon»es to the trees and pursued, thdniking to 
give them fifght in regular Indian fashion, but they never 
rallied, and left guns, feathers, shieldis and horses behind. We 
rescued the prisoners, a little boy, lancedl in the side, and a 
pretty Uttle girl wittn long, golden curls and eyes so soft, so 
mystic ; she was one of the politest little things on earth. 
The Idttle boy, bleedinig at every gasp, was giveoi water. Dr. 
Axaom lay pale on the ground. 'What is the matter, Ax- 
somf 'Oh, thst child's wound makes me sick.' The 
ease off the heaiinir ^ the wound of that littte boy, William 
M. GiUeland, was published in the Neiw Orlesns Medical 
Journal by Dr. Axsook 

"The little girl wao, when I saniv her in 1886, one off tlie 
handsomest of the very handsome women for winch Tesuss 
IS juatly distingnished, and che, Mrs. Rebecca J. Fidier, a 
▼eiitaMe queen off soeiety • 
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''The Gilleland children were taiken jiiBt oa tiie son -was 
setting, and were reacxied the neztnLonung, the Indians trav- 
eling all tbe tkne nntil* overtaken by the riflemen. 

^'Oeneral Johnston was in command, and carried Rebecca 
tbe little girl, from the Carlos Baach to the liome of a Prea- 
byterian minuter, Dr. Blain, in Vkstoria. The 9mj was left 
behind under Br. AiBom'a nnrsing and my directione. ' ' 



8I0BT OF THB HUtOXHB. 

Fiaher, wfao here tella her terrible ezperienee, is 
at present (1912) living in Anatin. Her story farther itins- 
tratea the dancrera of iCnontier life in early Texas: 

''My parenta, Johnstone and Mary Barbonr OiUelsnd, 
were li^vii\g in Pennsylvaina, anrronnded with everythkig to 
make life pleasant, when they became so enthiusiastic over 
the eneonnaigmg report» from Texas (that they concluded to 
join the excited throaig and wend their way to iSus, the sap- 
posed 'Eldorado of the West.' They haartiily and at great 
sacrifice, sold their home near Philadelphia, and set sail 
for Galveston with their three children. Not being used to 
the hardships and privations of frontier life, they were iU 
prepared for tbe trials whjksh awaited them. I know not the 
date of their arrival. They moved to Befagio county, 
near Don Oarlos Banch, which proved to be their last 
earthly haJbitation. 

''My father belonged to Captain Tomlinson's company 
for some months, and v/ixtfa not in active warfare was 
engaged in proteoting his own and other familes, removing 
tbem' from place to place for safety. They f recfo^tly had to 
flee through blinding storms, cold and himgry, to escape In- 
dians and Mexicans. Tbe whole ooontiy was in a state of 
ezctbeoMnt. Families were in constant danger and had to 
be ready at any moment to flee for tSieir Uvea. 

"The day my parents were mnrdered .wm one of those 
days whieh yonth and old age so maoh; enjoy. It was in 
strsnge eonrtrast to llie tragedy at its dose. We were only 
a iBew rodi from tbe hoose. Suddenly the warwhoop of the 
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iwr xwenert CiUinc oa ihj iMtme, aMnuing us that th«t ^^ 
our frienicb *wlio had come Ca tiEe eare of ui. Liftinir tlie 
almoBt ttifeoiifeitiib;.H(iUi^ iiitteRr» I eafH^ Eiai fiM ta tiiem 
u beat J could. .Wirtfa all the tendenieaa of ivoinen, tlieir 
^ik m^tj^aetBi mmt ieanky f iioae good men raiae^ lia to their 
MMidlea and hurried ocf to cainp, wWe we received! everj 
atieitttioh and kindneaa ^t man oboM beiriaw. 

"I waa aeven yeara o^ (age wlient my* piareota were xanr- 
dere4» Sixty odd yeai« have paiiaedl aihioe then, end yet jB^y 
neari grows ^int aa the awful time paases in revieiw. It iia 
ihiielibly alimped ^pon .memory 'a page and photographed 
ao deeply upon; my faeaxt ilhat time with all its diaofgw can 
never erase ift.*' 
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hkift iUkb &if6 AVDtBaojx aoinxTt. 

In the year 1843, a party of Indiana, about ten ^ niim- 
'ber, linade their laat faoalj&e raid in the territory embracing 
wJiat 18 notr Anderaon eoont^. ''We called it Burnet county 
at that time/' aays pioneer Capt. Wm. R. RuaaelS of Har- 
per, Texaa, Who suppliea these facta t 

''tn the neighborhood where hiy father and family lived, 
iiear Mooifidi t^raSirie, they atdfle aome horaea and killed and 
buteh^ed it vety fat ox, belonging to David Roberta. Tak- 
ing the greats part of the fleah od! tbe ox, they left in a 
w^stwkrd direeti<m. My father. Col. Lewia M. Ruaaell, head- 
ed a i>art7 of citizens and followed them. They crossed the 
Tf iiiity ttiver, aiid on the bank of the rivei* oa the west sid*^, 
ihe Indiana stopped and pulled off the shoes from the 
horses and cut notches in the front of the horses' feet, so 
that they would make a tl^ack resembling the track of a buf- 
falo. The Indians moved on westward about two miles, and 
stopped tb barbeetie their beef. The scouts siglkted the In- 
dians at the head lof a ravine that led into the river, the 
ravine being completely enveloped with a ftuck jungle of 
brush, briers and vinfes. The scouts charged on them, but the 



390 BORDER WARS OF TEXAS. 

Indians made good thteir escape down the ravine. The scouts 
captured all their horses and returned home without firing 
again/' 



OAPTUBB OF THE SIMPSON OHILDSEN 



A widow named Simpson lived at Austin. Among other 
cMldren she had a girl, Emma, aged aboutf fourteen years, 
and a boy, Thomas, about twelve years of age. During the 
summer of 1844, about 4 o'clock one afternoon, tbese ohild- 
ren went to drive up the cows^ They were on the dry 
bi«inch, near where Maj. C. L. West's residence now stands, 
when their mother heard them scream. She required no ex- 
planation of the cause ; she knew at once that the Indians 
had captured her diarlinigs. Sorrowing, and almost hearts-bro- 
ken, she rushed to the more thickly settled part of the town 
to implore citizens to turn out and endeavor to recover her 
children. A party of men were soon in the saddle and on the 
trail. 

They discovered that the savages were on foot — ^f our in 
number— ^nd were moving in the timber, parallel to the riv- 
er and up it. They found on the trail shreds of the gjirl's 
dress, yet it was difficuHt to follow the footsteps of tike 
fleeing red men. f¥om a hill they descried the Indians 
just before tthey emtered the ravine below Mount Bonnell. 
iPhe whites taiovied at a ran, but they failed to overtake the 
barbarians. A piece of an undergarment was certain evi- 
dence that the captors had passed over MouBt Barker. The 
rocky surface of the ground precluded the possibility of fast 
trailing, and almost the possibility of tmiling at alL Every 
conceivable effort was made to track ISie Indians, and all 
proved unavailing. They were loath to return to Austin to 
inform the grief -stricken mother her loved ones were indeed 
the prisoners of savages, and would be subject to all the 
brutal cruelties and outrages of a captivity e thousand times 
more terrible than the pangs of death. The scene which en- 
saed 'when the dread news reached Mrs. Simpson's ears can 
not be pictured with pen or i>eiaefl Ko aeienoe^ nor art» 
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nor device known to man could compass snch an nnderllak* 
ing. Th:e wail o'f (atgony* and d^etspair rent tbe air, and teaiB 
of fi(ympath7 were wrung from the fronticrsniien who never 
qniailed Wihen danger came in ita most fearful form. 

In about one year Thomas Simi)son waa restored to his 
mother. He had been purchased from the Indians by a 
trader at Taos, New Mexico. From him many particulars of 
the capture wiere obtained. He said his sister fought the In- 
dians all Uhe timie. They carried her by force, dragiging 
her frequiently, tore her clothing and handled her roughly. 
I'homas was led by two Indians. He 6£fiered no resistance, 
knowing he would be killed if thie did. 

When the Indians discovered they weire beJjng followed, 
they doubled, coming back rather in tihe direction of Austin. 
They madle a shomt halt nK>t far firom Ho^n. John HJan<M>ok's 
place. Thomas begged his sister not to resist, and; told her 
such a course would cause her to be putf to deiatih. She was 
eventually separated from him. When the Indians who had 
her in charge rejoined their companions, young Simpson saw 
his sister's scalp dangling from a warrior's belt. No one will 
ever know the dje tails of the bloody de»ed. But a knowledge 
of Indian customs justifies tthe beKef that the sacrifice of an 
innocent life involved incidents of a more revolting character 
than mere murder. In the course of time the bones of the 
unfortunate girt were found near the place where Mr. George 
Davos erected (his residonce, and to that extient corroboitat- 
ed the account of Thomas Simpson. 

It is no difficult mattfer to conceive what were the im- 
pressions produced upon parents then living in Austin: by 
this event. It is eai^ ik> imagine how vivid the conviction 
must have been that their sons and daughters mighit become 
the victims of similar misfortumes, sufferings and outrages. 
Let the reader extend the idea, and include the whole fron- 
tier of Texas in a scope extending, as it then did, from Red 
River to the Rio Grande, tt sinuous line upon the outer tiers 
of settlements, and including a large extent of the Gulf 
coast. Let him remember that the couivtry was then so 
sparcely populated it was quite all frontier, and open tfo in- 
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tthe Caranchitas oc- 

'clock in the afternoon 

the pen, pursued by a 

itHTJKsisyslgrm. in hand, stepped 
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ocbtsid^ the hbiiie And ihoiiou^ iheiii to 6ekiaft; their only 
reply was a volley .of arrows, one of which took effeetf 
ttriking tibe etptein ill. the shoulder, back of the collar bone 
and passing oat benefrljh the i^Kmlder blade* He re-entered 
the. house, Mrs. Miller palling the arrow out of t!he wound, 
and expired in a few minutes*. The Indians came about the 
house^.not venturing, jioweveit, in front of the only door. 
Mns« Kemper fired a gun at them once throug:h a crack be- 
tween jlihe logs, but wa^ ignorant as to the effect of the dis- 
charge. About dark the red devils procured a quantity of 
dry moss, which tlhey placed under ftup floor and fired. Mrs. 
itemper raised a plank and Mrs.^ Miller eztih^ished the 
fjam.es by pouring on thep a pail of water. Theytken left 
the house, and with the timber for a guide, proceeded to the 
residenjce of Mr. AI0112Q Bass, odi tibe Calito, about twielve 
miles distant, arriving at 3 o'clock in the morning. Their 
mournful f ligfht was through a dark^ rainy nighti — and later 
accompanied by a fierce norther. Tke party that went down 
the nexi day to inter the remains of Capt. Eemper, found 
the house robbed of all articles esteemed of value by the sav- 
ages. Feather beds were emptied of their contents and the 
crockery was all broken. Upon their departure, 4he fiends 
laid a brand of fire upon t)ie breast of their victim, the sig- 
nificance of which is left 1I0 the elucidation of those more 
conversant with the lore of the ai)origines. 

l*he venerable Colonel Miller died at Victoria, Feb. 16, 
1862. Mrs. Kemper resided but a short time at Kemper's 
Bluff aftier her husband's death. Amanda J. was married to 
Mr. David F. Williams itt Victoria, Nov. 4, 1868. 



THB LATEE dOLONlEft AND ntdNtlBR XXPAITSION. 

Elsewhere we have briefly noticed the early colony 
grants tlo Austin, Edwards, DeWitt, Robertson, and otlhers, 
which were in force and building during the period of Mex- 
ican domination over American Texas — 1822 to 1836. The 
promotion and carrying out of these con^ttracts by the en- 
terprising empresarios, of course, resulted in the more rapid 
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set^t&«ment of the country and the expan^don oi its fron- 
tiers. 

After the revolution and the establishmeni of independ- 
ence, quite a ifide of emigration flowed into <lhe new and 
famed Lone Star Republic, and many daring and adyenturous 
spirits drifted in, and fearlessly abode at! San Antonio, Cror- 
pus Christi, and at other points along the exposed frontier— 
along and up the Colorado and the Brazos, and even to Red 
River on the fearfully exposed northern boundary. But 
during the first half of the Republic's ten years existence no 
regular colony contracts of any consequence were made. 
On Feb. 4, 1841, however, an act was passed authorizing Iftie 
Piresid-ent to eniteir into oontracUs for the colonization of 
wild lands in Northwest and Southwest Texas — itBxe act be- 
ing amended, with more liberal and encouraging conditions, 
on Jan. 1, 1843. 

Under this law, as originally enacted. President Lamar, 
on Aug. 30, 1841, enliered into the contract for Wiat became 
known as the famous Petler's Colony, in North Texas. The 
east line of this grant ran from the mouth of Big Mineral 
Creek, in Grayson county, due south, passing about ten miles 
east of Dallas, to a point in t'he eastern part of Ellis coun- 
ty, and tbjence west and north to Red River, embracing a 
large district of the best lands in North Texas, '* Begin- 
ning in 1842,'' says Joihn Henry Brown, *'itl was rapidly set- 
tled, chiefly by farmers from Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentocky, Tennessee, and other states. It has developed in 
the fifty years, (Brown wrotfe twenty years ago. The in- 
crease in population and strides of progress during itlhis pe- 
riod has been even gieater than' the preceding balf centu- 
ry) , despite bloody Indian wars, the Civil War and the ca- 
lamities following, into the wealthiest and most populous 
portion of the State, in wlhich are comprehended the whole 
or large parts of the counties of Grayson, Collin, Dallas, 
Cooke, Montague, Wise, Parker and several otliers on the 
west." 

The imbioemenit offeiedl to SQlitlers in this colony was 
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a lieadright of 640 acres to the he&(\^ of families, apd «320 
acre^s to each single man — riflie company receiving its pay in 
liberal premium lands lying further west. In the sequel to 
this volume — ^** Texas Frontier History*'^ — ^the trials endured 
and the dangers encountered and combatted by these brave 
settlers in defense of Iheir hopmes, as wiell as the similar 
troubles of colonists in other of the later settlements, along 
the expanding frontier, will be fully noted. 

The Mercer Colony, attemj^ted about (this time — the 
grant co'vering the territory now embraced in Elaufman 
and some adjoining counties — was not at first successful. 
But the enterprise at least served to augment the Peters set- 
tlements, where most of Mercer's colonists re-settled. 

About the time that the Peters Colony was gotten un- 
der headway, another important, and finally prosperous, 
settlement, known as the Castro Colony, was commenced in 
the southwestern part of the Republic. Henri de Castro 
was a wealthy, highly enlightened and noble Frenchman. 
On January 15, 1842^ he contracted with President Houston 
for isettling a colony of his countrymen and others in the 
feirtile poraiiirifes west of the Medina River. At gP'eiat eixpense 
— ^more than $150,000 — ^for ship transportation (at different 
times and in all, 37 ships were chartered) and conveyance 
overland, Ca^ro brought over and settled during the period 
o£ his (eight yefars oomftract, over 5,000 immigrants, ^'farm- 
ers, orchardists, and vine-growers, chiefly from the Rhenish 
provamoes. " ^ese peorple he suBta]in«e!df andi £ed a/t his own 
expense till they could prepare homes and lands and raise 
food crops, and get a foothold in the new country, whither 
they had so confidently followed their benefactor and noble 
leader; and whose prototype is found only in his predeces- 
sor, the gireat empresario, Austin. Space prevents a narra- 
tion of the troubles of these coloniflts during the tirttt yeairs 
— (harassed, as they were, by both Indiana and Mexicans 
—land but for the constant vigfllaaice of Capt. Jack Hays 
and his bravo rangjers, who so faithfully; patrolled that ex- 
posed section, they must have failed and periled. 



m tibmu #iftft OP ^i±AB. 

Speikifi^ of Bain iM his riii|4rt tUxiuft Ak period, tlie 
noble old Ftkoto-TextA wipr«iiriot Heofjr Cttlh>^ sfljBt 

'«S talce tlfis oeetaiott W do JilkUe to Cilklfibi d^itsl: 
Haji imdMiis «obIe compatly. Th^ frore o^toid to algr oaior- 
l^eiwyi bat neli- a^ c|ompai^ can, in my opinion;, only be eqm- 
pared to the old Muaketeeis of IXK^s XIV, who repreeenled 
^e ehivairo&is gentlemaii soliliers of France, ^ys hH^ ^ 
iiieii nepreaiBnted th^ t^e and chivalronsy disintereilted Ain^r- 
ioan ^gentlenMBi ^i<lielr, ieik>' at all times was rea<l^ to tiiM 
the last 6t6p of .hi§ blood fbr his eonntry fetnd thfe pH>iection 
bf the feeble/' 

At every opportiiniiy ihe Indiana hariiaaed tiieae ^t- 
posed colonists, and from tlie !ldme tiiey set foot on Uiid 
and began their journey overland, and mokly af ooi, to their 
M\d prairie hbm^i, they wefe beset with danf^efs. *^ln the 
reiir of one df Hukr tiHi eiMigfatih^ pkrties, the Indiliiis 
forty mfles beloi^ Sa^i Aiitdnib, attacked and bdrned ik "^i^- 
on. Th^ driver, an Ainericaii, rifle ixi hand, reacted i thicl^- 
€^ and killed s^vteral of ihi^ Indiahs; bnt they killed a boy 
of nineteen — a tYenchman— 4nd ^litiin^ off his head, nall^ 
it to ia tree. l(bi die bunnt wagon was a trank containing a 
considerable amount of goild and silver. In the ashes the sil- 
ver was found melted, the ipAi only blackened."* 

Th>e fioanidJLnfr aoHl sustainng of ihe Castro Colony in 
that remote and exposed section; was indeed a bold sitep. 
John Henry Brown says: ''tie confronted dangers Unknown 
to the first American colonists in JjB@2, for besides holitile 
savages, now accustomed to the use of firearms, it challenged 
inroads from the whole Rio Grande Mexican frontier, which 
in 1822, furnished friends and not enemies to foreign settle- 
ments in Texas. 

An interesting volume could be written descriptive of 
the efforts of Henry Castro to settle his colony, then ex- 
posed to the attacks of bandit and guerilla Mexicans, but a 
liltite tto its west, and to all the hostile Indians north and 
west of his proposed settlement. It was an achievement 

W Brown*! HittorF of Textf. 
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«^^tlixi^ ^e xpime of Qaf tro to be eiiralled ^ipopg ij\i^ nVi} 
prominent pioneers of civilica^on i^ mpcUiiii timef. T^^ 
t^e youth of t<>4^7t joyondjr and pei^fo^ S^Uoping over 
itie Wutiful Mljs and valletra ^ reaened from fflTitgefy, 
41^ If^^ igporaa^ of ||ia great aervices. 



The contract entered into by President Houston with 
Fisher and MiUer, for what beeame known aa the Oerman 
Colony, and which grant covered the beantifud monntain 
sections drained by the Perdenales, Llano, San Saba and 
1^ lower Oonchos, after passing to the managemenlf of 
''The German Immigrstion Company/' also proved success- 
ful — though perhaps fraught with more dangers and tribula- 
tions lSha.n that o^ any other of the later colony enterprises. 

A large iifumber of industrious settlers were introduced 
between 1844 and 1848, who followed the pursuits of stock 
raising and farming, and eventuailly triumphed over the hos- 
tile savages who domiciled, as it were, in tlieir very midst, 
infesting every valley and mountain. But the fierce con- 
IRicts of these brave German pioneers hardly come within 
«the period of time alloted to this volume. 

Thus was the spirit of emjgtpaltfioai again set in motion, 
and oontiued, wth iiDciiefisdnig volume and energy. 



THE RXPUBLIO OF TEXAS IS NO NOSE. 

And now we have arrived at that period in Texas histo- 
ry which marks the dlose of Ihe Lone Star Republic, and 
with it we shall conclude the present compendjium of bor- 
der annals, having closely followed the doings of the brave 
pioneers from the day of their first advent under Austin; 
during the uncertain colonial period and on down through 
the dark years of the Republic, constantly struggling for 
an existence, and fighting the common foes, both Indians 
and Mexicans, till they finally triumphed, and won a great 
state to American civilization, commerce and education. Of 
the further affairs of Texas as a State and of* her contin- 
ued struggle with the red men for mastery and frontier ex- 
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panmoiiy the reader will be told in a second vo^umey under 
the title—^TexBs Frontier History." 

Otr the fortunes of the Lone Star Bepublie, it maj be 
sadd that for nearly ten years it proudly claimed an exiat- 
ence, and strugg^led forward in financial straits and under 
lall sorts of most adverse circumstances, as one o£ the inde- 
penddlnt nations of the wortd. Nothing? but the wise and 
careful councilings of her statesmen^ chief among whom 
was the great Sam Houston, and the determined valor of pa- 
triotic and fearless defenders in the mighty conttest aU 
along her extended and exposed borders^ saved and upheld 
the young nation — a feat that astonished mankind, and is 
well reckoned as one of the anomalies lOf tiie world's (histo- 
ry. A vast empire reclaimed from a wilderness of savagery, 
and wrested from a grasping and populous nation ; and then 
held against both Mexican and Indian claimants. All this, 
too, by a mere handful of fearless pioneers — that bold litfle 
body of buckskin-clad and poorly fed border troopers and 
dasbiing ramigers, in their constant strife and bold, wonderful 
exploits— the like of which the world has never before or 
fidnce witnessed. 

The history of every state in the American Union is 
tinged with the life's blood of |their early settlers! and pio- 
neers in their struggles for possession over and against the 
red men. In no land or country was tihis strife waged with 
more bittemeas asid ciruelty, and bloodthirsty stubborn- 
ness than in our own Texas ; beginning, as it did^ in the open 
ing chapter of its pioneer history, and carried on with re- 
lentless and determined fury, as it was, for more than half a 
century— Elding only in recent times. 

Referring to internal affairs and the condition of Tex- 
as with regard to her Indian foes at the time of annexa- 
iton, feUMl her ability to cope with this foe. Garrison (^^Tex- 
as," p. 271-2) says: *'It was possible for the United States 
to protect' the Slate from invasioii, but Texas had* an enemy 
that was practically witlhin^ her gal^es, with whom i4 was 
muidh more difficult to deal. This was the Indian. The 
tribes imBde the limits of the Slate on tSi^ north made fre- 
queivt rafids into the countiy sontb of Red River and were 
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yery troitblesam«. Of course, the most annoying Indians, 
now as <>t old, were the Oomanchea, along the westemj fron* 
tier, who liked especially to h&U and ecalp Mexicans, bnt 
Were willing* on occasicNti: to accept a Texas victim. The in- 
terior was protected with tolerable effectiveness! from their 
ravages by the advance line o£ settlements, yet at n;o fittjle 
cost to the settlers themselves, llhey were the brave 
band with which the deadly blows of savagery must be re- 
ceived and warded oflf. The State employed its ranger 
force to good advantiage, but it was difficult to prevent or 
anticipate an Indian; raid, and the line of €^(more was sev- 
eral hundred miles in length. ' ' I 

The circumstances invited the application of tihe system 
0^ colonizing the IncSans on reservations, and in 1855, the 
State having set apart the necessary lands, most of the Tex- 
as tribes were induced to locate on reservations under the 
protection and^ui>ervision of agents— one on the upper Braz- 
os and obe om its tributary kno^^- ek» Sblt EVxrk. 

In regard to affairs and conditions of the Republic dur- 
ing the adminstraton of President Anson Jooiea — ^Dec. 9th, 
1844, toi Feb. 19th!, 184&— QiGitonian Wooton says: ''During 
that period there was but one Ckmgress, the Ninth, whioh 
met in regular aesaaon the first Mooiday in December, 1844, 
and adjourned February 3, 1845, and again convened in spe- 
cial session on June 16, which continued until June 24. 
Aside from the usual legislation neceseiary to perfect the 
laws and run the government, ijhere was noi incident oif spe- 
cial imporl^nce in .the acts of the Ninth Congress. The 
conntry was at peace, both at home and abroad ; the popu- 
lation was rapidly increasing, there was the project of ear- 
ly annexattosL Ito the kiodred states of the nortih, and tihe 
finances were so improf^ed that the Republic's paper was at 
par, while tlvere was a cash balance in the treasury suffi- 
cient to operate the government for two years without a dol- 
lar oif additional receipts/' 

The destiny of the giant Republic of Hd»e Lone Star was 
farecvdaiined, as it were, however, and its people earnestly 
sought union witb the land of f reedotm — ^preferring the flow- 
er of statehood to( the pompous-sounding title of republic. 



